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Introductory newsletter for reformed study group Wildlife and Native Plants. 

Welcome to the newly reformed study group. 

The main objective of this group is to keep interested members informed of the aflnity 
our native wildlife species andplants have with each other and how we can contribute 
to their wellbeing. Our contribution may also enhance our own lives andprovides us 
with beautzjd gardenscapes full of colour and life throughout the seasons. 

As I am a new leader for this group, I would welcome any contributions other readers 
may have and would wish to share them with others in a newsletter. 

We have no speczJic activitiesplanned for the near future, although you will be 
informed of any well in advance. 

Within each newsletter I will include articles on spec@ areas dealing with native 
plants and wildlife. For example; in this issue the Sugar Gliders, Native Grasses and 
butterflies are the focuss of attention. 
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Ifyou would like to contribute or have any questionsplease write to me. 

Remember, wildlife is important to our native plants. Without the movement and 
feedi~g habits of many species of wildlife @om insects to possums, our native plants 
would not be able to survive. 
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ISSUE 

B o w e r b i r d s  can be found throughout Austral ia in many different habitats. 

T h e  Catb i rds  (Ailuroedus dentirostris and A. melanotis)exist in northen areas OF Queensland and east 

coast N e w  S o u t h  Wales respectively. 

T h e  Tooth-bi l led C a t b i r d  o f  northern Queensland is restricted t o  highland rainforests in the areas close 

to, and including, the A the r ton  Tablelands. Characterised by its brown colouring, it spends much o f  its 

time in the forest canopy feeding on  Fruit, leaves and insects. b r e e d i n g  season is from September  t o  

January. T h e  leaves o f  highland rainforest trees feature promine~~tlcj in this birdJs diet. 

T h e  G r e e n  C a t b i r d  occurs in similar areas t o  the previous bird and also in areas o f  rainforest near Mar3- 

borough, Queensland, extending south as far  as Narooma, New;South Wales. Depending on  the region 

it comes from, this bird has distinctive spottingof the underparts and bright green upper parts. 

T h e s e  birds are distinctive in their colouring, habit and call, which resembles the sound o f  a cat. F ru i t  From 

rainforest trees, especially figs, and insects are the main food  source. A l though they are known t o  steal 

eggs and baby birds from other ncsts. 

b r e e d i n g  occurs from September  t o  January and rough nests are often made in crowns o f  tree Ferns o r  

dense tree foliage. 

Planting o f  a dense rainForest garden in the areas where these birds occur may attract them t o  yourgarden. 

L o o k  a t  such plants as T r e e  Fe rns  and Nat ive Figs. A s k  a t  your local native plant nursery about raintor- 

est  trees and plants f o r  your area. Rainforests can be  established in most areas o f  Austral ia depending 

on the species chosen and the caregiven t o  them. 

M o s t  east coast areas of N e w  S o u t h  Wales and Victoria (small area in north Queensland also) $ay host  

a t  times t o  the S a t i n  bowerb i rd  (,r;fnorhynchus violaceus). T h i s  beautiful bird derives its name from 

the deep rich blue colour o f  the male (Females and immature young are dull green above and have f ine bars 

below). F ru i t  forms the major part  OF this bird's diet, so check your  local area f o r  native plants that  will grow 

in your  there and bkar bird-edible fruit. T h i s  is one o f  the true Bowerbirds in that  it builds a bower deco- 

rated with, usually blue coloured objects, t o  attract the female as he dances a display b r e e d i n g  is from 

September  t o  January. 
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SUGAR 
GLIDERS 

OTHER GLIDERS- 

A lot of Australia's native wildlife is nocturnal in habit - that is they sleep or rest out sight during the daylight hours 
and emerge to feed and socialise during the night 
The Sugar Gliders (Petaurus breviceps) are included in this group of nocturnal creatures. Sugar Gliders some- 
times occur near urban areas as well as bushland environments and often become evening meals for introduced spe- 
cies such as cats 
VITAL 5TAT)STIC.S: Up to 40cm in length (tail 190mm, head & body 170mrn), approximately 160% in 
weight. Bushy tail with distinct black stripe sunning between the eyes and upper part of the back. Pale grey under- 
side ofthe body, blue-pey remainder of the body. Wrinkled skin between the fore and hind limbs is evidence of the 
gliding membrane that is used for gliding between trees of up to 50-60 metres. 
FOOD: Nectar, eucalyptus saps and wattle (Acacia) gum are the preferred diet, although insects, vegetable mat- 

ter, nnectar and poIlen from Banksia's and Eucalypts are included, as well as be ' s  nest honey. 
HABITAT: Being a social animaf, Sugar Gliders rest during the day in hollows (tree cavities, hollow limbs), 

often with sevwal other family members, emerging at night to forage for food The hollows are also used for shelter 
during bad weather and as breedinglnedng sites. 
Breeding season for Sugar Gliders is from June to November. Sugar Gliders are marsupials and so, the female has a 
forwardly facing pouch. 

Sugar Gliders can be found from south east South Australia, through Victoria and Tasmania, New South Wales and 
Queensland along the coastal areas up to Cape York Peninsula. The coastal areas of the Gulf of Carpentaria and 
most of the Top End of the Northern Territory, the north east part of W ~ e r n  Aushlia and coastal islands also pro- 
vide habitat for the GIiders. 

One indication that Sugar Gliders may be in your area include grooves cut into the trunks of Eucalypt wees made by 
the incisor teeth. This is done to extract the sap and family groups wilI guard these fettding sites and keep the sap 
flowing at each visit. Another indication (apart from sightings) is the call of the Sugar Gliders which is similar to the 
yapping of a small dog, or smffly growling when there is aggression or fighting involved. 

To ensure Gtiders remain in your area or to encourage them into the area, the protection and planting of suitable 
habitat and food trees is necessary. Protection of the older growth which provides nesting and shelter hollows will 
keep the Gliders happy in that department. Eucdypts or any other tree which foms hollows in the trunks or limbs 
will provide a ~ o o d  home. Planting of extra Eucalypt species native to your area will eventually replace the older 
growth as it dies and decays, especially if thme is no natural regeneration taking place. Atry of the iars Acacia spe- 
cies will provide gum and insects attracted to the blossoms, which in turn provides food for the Gliders. The Grass 
Trees (Xanthorrhea sp. ), bottlebrushes, Banksias, Hakeas and Grevilleas are favourites for Gliders as well as the 
blossoms of Eucalypt trees. These provide nectar and pollen which Gliders love plus insects which are attracted to 
the flowers. 

Keep an eye on the cats - Sugar Gliders are a delicacy to them! 
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But te r f l i es  are a beautiful attraction in gardens as well as in the natural 

environment. A s  they g o  about their business o f  pollinating flowers and 

feeding on nectar, their colour amongst the greenery is a pleasure to 

most observers. 

Richmond Birdwing ButterFly. 

T h i s  is one o f  our rarest butterflies due t o  the distruction o f  rainforest 

habitat and the subsequent loss o f  i ts food $ant, the Richmond Birdwing 

Vine. Planting o f  this food source fo r  the butterfly t o  lay its eggs on may 

help t o  save it, as will the eradication o f  a +ant that is similar t o  the food 

$ant, bu t  useless as a food  source fo r  the newly hatched caterpillars - 
the Dutchman's Pipe. 

ScientiFic name: Omithoptera  richmondia. 

T h e  natural habitat f o r  this butterfly is northern N e w  S o u t h  Wales and 

southern Queensland. 

C a i r n s  Birdwing J3utterFly. 

A similar butterfly t o  the Richmond Birdwing, only slightly larger, being 

Austral iajs largest butterfly. T h e  caterpillars o f  this butterfly fee2 on 

A ~ ~ t o I c h i a  plants (native vines). Planting OF this food plant may encour- 

age the butterFlies t o  your area if y o u  live in N o r t h  Queensland, which is 

the natural territory OF this butterfly. T h e  Cai rns  B i rdwing may be seen 

in the rainforests o f  N o r t h  Queensland and in thegardens o f  surround- 

1 ing areas. I 
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NATIVE GRASSES. Let's not just  think off lowers f o r a  minute. Wha t  other plants could we 

Many people would be familiar grow successfully in our gardens that would attract wildlife? H a v e  you 

with the bird attracting powers thought about native grasses? 

Of such beautiful floweringAus- T h e r e  area many seed eating birds that would relish the opportunity t o  

tralian native plants like Grevil- feast on grass seeds. A n d  some o f  thegrass species such as&rostis 

leas and Bott lebrush. B u t  aernula - a  beautifully coloured but  short lived native grass - and the 

have you thought about the Mitchell  grasses, provide food fo r  birds and a beautiful and interesting 

thousands of other Austral ian garden display. T h e  x e d 5  held aloft from the grassy tussocL  oFmany 

native plants that could attract of these plants are favoured by samll finches such as Diamond Eretail 

wildlife t o  ourgardens? (rrnblemaguttata), Red-browed Firetail (rrnblema temporalrs), Double-  

barred finch (foephi;la bichenovij, t o  list a few. T h e  seeds are collected 

on theground by these birds. r inches also feed on insects which are at- 

tracted t o  the garden by the cover the grasses provide. Finches also use 

the grasses fo r  shelter, refuge from larger predatory birds and as nesting 

materials. 

A t t rac t i ng  finches t o  the garden will inevitably bring in the predatory 

birds and other wildlife that  rely on these smaller birds as food source. 

50, you can see that by the simple act o f  Plantingareas o f  native grasses 

yourgarden can become host t o  an evergrowingarray o f  wildlife. 
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