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3ear eenSers, 
Greetings, a f t e r  a seriss of mishaps 3. "May" newsletter at last. 

Welcome to the %1los~ing peoai* who have joined t he  group s ince the last newslettor : . 
Hrs- Bm C m i l z p ,  Urninat ?I,S,V,, 2257 
Ihr Morth Coast SQPLP, Limare, W,S,'rl,, 2480 I 

Hra. J. Gay, Evemoo&, N.S.W,, 2210 
Canny Matthews, hckay , QX,, 4740 
P3ant Sciences Library, Ratf anal Botanic Gardens Canberra, NOS. 'dm, 2601 

Infarmatign Sheet 
Our first information sheet is underway and a copy will be included with the - - 

September newsletter. 

Audio-vlaud 
Slides and ideas are reqtrired. 

Native Xmt / Wildlife Cat~loque 
As a stsrt a listing of all native plant / wild l i fe  in te rac t ions  col lected over 

tte Last gear will be included w i t h  next newsletter, It would help i f  you could 
c o n t r i b ~ t e  m y  o b s e ~ r a t i a n s  you may have gathered. Observations ahould include 
such this,?- nature of the in te rac t ion  as well aa locat ion and date  where poaeible. 
For axm.lqla ; 

A.c;~cI?. ZMTA - Cedar watt le  - suburban garden, Blaxland, N.S,Wm - 
Height 2m. 

\ k i te -ewad  honeyeater - Hay, 7984 - l icking at glands on the rachie 
Brown tkoi,nbills - F e b m - g  t o  May, 7984 - gleaning i n  fo l iage  . 
Striated t humbi l l s  - ae above 
Pied cwrawonga - May 1984 - taking larvae / spiders  from wtthin curled leave8 

G R E ? J I W  '-mEY-N mmM' 
- mie grevi l iea  probabLy needs no introduction. I t ts  spectacular red blooms which 

are carrted almost continually have made i t  one of the most widely planted of the 
peviWaas. It is a hybrid, the parents being Q, banka%f and G, bi - tifida* The 
foliage ie fgmlika and the growth epresding .&d bushy. It do& we% a sunny wall- . 
drained position and gmwa 'to a height of about Im. 

G2eviUea ?30bm Gordonr i s  gram successfully i n  a t r ee t s ,  parka, car parZts ete. 
--a ft a l n  mkes a good container p a t  i f  the strctggl$ng grovrkh is kept pruned. 
Propagation is u e d l y  done from leaf cuttings. For honeyeaters it is outstanding. , 

from P m p e t  T o d i n  (springwood, N. S.Y. ) 
, 

"!Phis is a wimer a6 %r aa we are concerned. It ie seldom w5thout honeybtds 
of one ~ o r t  or another: %tern sf lnebi l ls ,  New HoUands, Whits-eared,hbneyeatera - 
(all thmo of these now pemment residents), m d  wattle birds,  naisy friar birds 
and yel low faced haneyeaters. We have a group of four plants in the.&ntre of the 
graelsy sx;a~s at  the back of the  house in  a good posit ion for observation from the  
back oerandA. They a re  never without flowers, except when the crimson roee l l a s  ddaide 
t o  3tA!rs 2nd c l i p  -off :all 214s red bloom they can find. - 

Otke2 birds  r?coided i n  Greyi l lea  'Robyn Go@ont include , 

Bfack-c:15~ccd honeyeater -. Sheppartoa , Vic , 
Lew3.n 1 8 h oneysat er - Lapst one, F! . S . W. 
Browrr thornbf 11 (in fallage) - Blaxland, N.S. W. 
S-w (22 feuage) - Elaxland, X.S.W. 

EANICSIU 

30 you have Esnks iars  growing naturally i n  your area 7 . . 

. f roa  Val Maher.... "A request - i n  some fu ture  newsletter would the gmup 
p%*rvide d e t a i l s  of other plants - tree6 / shrubs / ground cover8 w N f h  occw eeu 
be;lkziaa in t he i r  natural habitat. By i o l l o ~ i n g  eco eyatem plant* I feel thee@ 
' J ~ P  .:tifi;l barksias may be easier t o  establieh and maintain i n  healthy lo& lives. " 

C.W. you contz ibute  ? 



When we moved t o  Eastwcod t h r e e  years agc, w e  f s . ~ i d  t h a t  we shared our new -- . garden with a male Grey Eutchsr B i r d ,  ~5 ra s z a l l e r  thm a magpie, 25-30cns., 
(compared t o  b cns.), bcldlg marksc with a Slack hezd, vhi to  co l l a r ,  white throat ,  - 
white io f r o n t  of the"eyea: whi'ce rTmp, grey back m d  grey wash underneath and he has  
some l i t t l e  whiskers, Hia m t e  i s  a l i - f l e  smaller  and a l i t t l e  browner espec ia l ly  on 
the crown. They have shc r t  l i t t l e  l e g  and t h e i r  f e e t  a e  not very strong,  Their b i l l  
is  dark blue-grey with 2 l i t t le  d o h n ~ z r d ~  hcok a t  the  end and a dark t ip .  

Grey Butcher SirZs (CEEj %re f c - ~ ~ d  I n  wcoded c s u t r y  and i n  suburbs, prrbvised 
there  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t  t r e e s  t a  7rcvi8e t h e l r  hzoitat, They a r e  f a i r l y  common all over . - .  
southern Austra l ia ,  bu t  nct I n  arler deser t  Ereas GT dense ra in fores t ,  

The male l i v e s  ~ e m . ~ e n t l ; ;  i n  2 territory, Sut his nate of ten  disappears with 
the youngsters a f t e r  the  breeding season - probably t o  ~ t n  adjacent  area. I n  spr ing a 
mate is wooed back t o  t h e , n a l s k s  t e r r i t o r y .  The t e r r i t o r y  o f  our male GBB is ablruf 
hal f  a mile i n  every d i r ec t i on  from the  cen t re  ( o w  garden!). There a r e  o tker  GBBs 
i n  two adjacent  t e r r i t o r r i e s .  

Their food is  mostly p ro t e in  - small skids,  i n sec t s ,  n ice  znd occaeionally baby 
b i rds ,  p lu s  a l i t t l e  f r u i t  3r.d seeds. Secauae of weak l eg s  a-.d f e e t ,  the  GBB cadt hold 
down its prey and of ten i d i l l  :$edge the food i r r  the  fork  of a t r e s ' s  branch o r  on a 
thorn,  and then t e a r  a t  i t  with ifs beak. The GEB'E reputa t ion as  a k i l l e r  of baby 
b i r d s  i n  my experience is exaggerated. From my observations, the  GBBs i n  oud a r e a  
r a r e l y  e a t  baby bi rds ,  p r e f e r r i ng  6-11 skinks and insects .  

. -Their c a l l s  are very d i s t i nc t i ve .  I n  the  early morning, they give a  long r o l l i n g  
m e l o d i c  and scra tchy t e r r i t o f i a l  call. This c a l l  i s  a l s o  made at o the r  time8 at  an 
i n t rude r  such as a kookaburra, raven o r  cat. O i r r  GBB makes t h i s  c a l l  a t  dusk each 
evening when some r i n g t a i l  possums emerge from t h e i r  nests .  There is a l s o  a beau t i f u l  
melodic c a l l  : male ~ . n d  female o f ten  s ing  d i f f e r e n t  p t s  of the c a l l ,  answering each 
other. It is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  no te  t ha t  this melodic c a l l  va r i e s  from b i r d  t o  b i rd  ande 
is qu i t e  .d i f fe ren t  i n  d i f f e r e c t  =eas. f i e sumab ly  a pa r t i cu l a r  c a l l  is l e a r n t  by the  
o f f spr ing  and t h e n  s l i g h t l y  va r i ed .  Nevertheless, the  timbre of a GBB1s melodic call 
is e a s i l y  recognisabie wherever you are,  

They a r e  a l s o  g rea t  mimics, and t h e  mimicry is of ten  done m unde tone ,  together  
with t h e i r  melodic c a l l ,  They n i a i c  t h e  other  b i rd s  i n  t h e i r  own t e r r i t o r y  - our GBB 
mimics Eastern ro se l l a a ,  Surrtiwongs, Noisy miners: Faiabow l o r r i k e e t s ,  Indian mynahs, 
Nagpies and Peewees. P r e s i ~ a b l g  GEE3 in the  bush would have a much wider repe to i re  of 
mimicry. 

Finding a mate s e e m  t o  5e d o ~ e  ziaifily by Eong i n i t i a l l y .  Towards the  end of 
winter  and ea r l y  spr ing,  G a s  bec~cie much more vocal  as the males attempt t o  woo a 
female t o  t h e i r  t e r r i t o q .  Tl>e xale a l s o  Segics feeding her  t a s t y  rnorcels. They then 
explore poss ible  nes t ing sitss, a d  eventually bui ld  a ne s t  out  of twigs, s t i c k 8  and 
f i n e  roots.  

They a r e  very eecre t ive  about t h e i r  nes t ing  s i t eand  it is of ten  hard t o  f i nd  out 
exact ly  where it is. They seem t o  p re fe r  a t a l l  dense t r e e  (e.g, a Bloodwood or a 
Brush box) f a i r l y  high ug. The female does most of the  incubating, bei,ng fed some of 
the time by the  male. I n  o w  ewer i ence  t h e n  h a  been between s i x  &d' e igh t  week8 
between the  first s igh t i ng  of the  pair carrying nes t ing  mater ia ls  away and hearing the  
first noises  of  t h e i r  hatched chicks. It may be  z couple of weeks before the  eggs a r e  
a c t u a l l y  l a i d  - usual ly  2 o r  3 eggs are la id .  

As soon as t h e  eggs hatch,  the  _carcnt b i r d s  become v e r y  ag,peasive toward8 any 
enemy which comes near the  nes t  and t h i s  aggression extends some dis tance  away, They 
make t h e i r  aggressive c a l l ,  di-r'e bomb any enemy i inc lua ing  seople)  coming near and 
snap t h e i r  beak as they f l y  iow overhead. :3ey.*-do t h i s  even t o  a person they have 
come t o  know as a f r i end  prevlouslg, 

The baby b i rd s  make l i t t l s  f l u t i z g  noises,when the parenta a r r i v e  a t  the nes t  
with food but remain qu ie t  the r e s t  of the  time. Droppings a r e  removed by the  parents  
and dropped some 8is tance  away. A f t s r  3 - 4 weeks, the young (usually two) leave the  
ne s t  and sit i n  adjacent  t r e e s ,  There is usual ly  a l o t  of encouraging noise  from the  
parents  when the  young a c t ~ l a l l r  leave the nest.  The young then beg f o r  food with 

, mewing c a l l s  when t h e i r  parents  arrive I n  nearby t r e e s  with food, Male young are 
dis t ingu ishab le  qu i te  e a r l y  a s  t h e i r  head is darker, 

The young graduaily fly Purther 2nd f u r t h e r  afield, l e a rn  about t he  surrounding 
a r ea  and l e a r n  t o  sing. n e y  disappear about J anua r j  with the  mother bird,  The male 
remains, mainly on h i s  own, but occavoinally singing duets with another GfBiuntil l a t e  
winter  whem he a t t r a c t s  a mate back tc~ l i v e  i n  h i s  t e r r i t o r y  by c a l l i n g  loudly and 



. . . - - - - - - . - . - - - . - - U - 
Their. enemies are p e o ~ l e  ::fho c u t  down t 5n i r  t r e e s ,  destroy t h e i r  hab i t a t  

- . .  and m e  deadly pes t i c ides  w h i c h  e n t e r  ?.h.e fcor:. ch.z~,::., Also ca t s ,  currawongs, 
hokkaburras and ravens ( the last throe Ir5quentlg rzid the GBB's nest ) .  

I have not noticed any wt icu la r  t x e  or ~ l e . n t  pe fe r ence ,  but then i n  kur area ,  
as i n  many suburbs, there is not nuch choice? 2cd they nust make the most of the  few 
remaining t r e e s  and shmbs. Someone dbserving the GBE i n  a more natural s e t t i n g  might- 
be able t o  add t o  t h i s ,  pa r t i c i r l a r l .~  r e  sLze of  +e~--;  - - - A - L .  -o,y, ' food preferences and type 
of hab i t a t  preferred, 

The GBB is one or' our most beautiTul songsters and i s  a fasc ina t ing  b i rd  t o  
obe,erve as wel l  t o  listen to. 

** & ..: , 

ms - 
fron Colleen Werner - 

We have had Lee, a grey butcher bi rd ,  f o r  two years now, and i n  t h a t  Bhort time 
he has become an i n t e g r a l  -part of t h e  family. H e  came t o  us  as a nes t l i ng  t ha t  had 
been thrown out of h i s  nest ,  In  the  f a l l  h i s  l e g  wao very badly broken, and h i s  ankle 
was completely shat tered,  even ve te r inar i sn  care could not he lp  t o  r e s e t  his leg 
properly. It was sp l in ted  f c r  a while so  i t  is bent r a the r  than hanging. 

A t  t h i s  s tage  he was an adorable l i t t l e  bundle of brown f l u f f ,  Kith a bigwide  - -  

open beak at  feed t ine ,  Xt the erne time we reared a young magpie, They were both 
reared on a mixture of minced meat (home rniriced t o  avoid preservat ives) ,  U v e r ,  raw egg, 
wheatgerm and vitamins. And of course m a n y  i m e c $ s  and worms. Theg both grew i n t o  
healthy "brightft  birds,  Theg save us hours of fun watching t h e i r  an t i c s ,  i n  particular 
when they would play hide and seek. "Vince", t h e  magpie, found a favouri te  hideout i n  
an o ld  airways bag, where he would  it m d  xa i t  for unsuspecting Les. As soon as he 
caught s i g h t  of h s  he would l e a p  out and a t  times knock him over. Then they would 
hop =ound sparring and w r e e t l i n ~ ,  'zut never hur t ing  one snother,  

. However, as soon as Vince w a s  o l d  enough, he w a s  s e t  f r e e  and has adapted well. 
We a r e  always glad t o  see him when he v i s i t s .  Sut L e s  has stayed with UB. He could not 
have survived with h i s  l e g  being t h e  way it is m d  he  has na tu r a l l y  become far too 
dependent on us. Before we f in i shed  h i s  germanent aviary  he d id  get out and was 
'fmobbedlf by w i l l y  wagtails, ~ h i c h  h e  did not  appreciate s o  he gladly  came home. 
The av ia ry  we b u i l t  is quite l a r g e  and a i r y .  A t  one end w e  made a nestbox out uf e 
foam f ru i tbox  which was t u n e d  upsidedown with a ho le  i n  one end an entry ,  He will 
fly in s ide  t o  s l eep  i n  winter bu t  p re fe rs  to  sleep on i ts roof in summer, The f loor ing  
is of sand and mulch which I change from time t o  time. Whenever the mulch is replaced 
-he seems t o  have hours of f-m seeking out  t a s ty  rnorcels. We have a l s o  provided him 
with a large t e r r aco t t a  dish for water ,  he loves t o  have a splash about i n  this. 
Now he has grown i n t o  a wonderful :Lnokizg b i r d ,  hrs pluma~e has  changed from the sub t le  
shades of brown t o  the  a t r i k i c q  :;rz1- 'j'.:~ci: :,n3 .<i~?r,e cf II mature bird. He is still f e d  
nince which has added vicjaiiiir;~. ...!IF -i7,-er?1 . > . :'i:.:;:rri C ; ; . L - I ' C ~ ~  but  no longer raw egg. 



- - , . 
Of n z:;r.-.Fz,s LC;:: :~-lqz.rri t o  hea:ixg ~ n - 5  .:al!., >ecsisc  without fail he w i l l  

7 7 sing cis sooa &8 113 :'.cz~s f s a ; ~ t f p ~ ~  h e  \,.fili s ing  :~ti02 h e  hears  our car  p u l l  i n t o  
t h e  .dri~.~e-dhy. Scme-ciz:+s sth5r -2utcher. 5 i r d s  zppear and sit bgsides his cage. They 
stay a while a d  seem ;o f r c h a t t e r ' f  ; op the r .  A-; o t k r  t-izes a butcher b i rd  can be 
heard singing from a pearb:~ t2ee  an2 L ~ E  x i l l  r e p l y  i n  tam. They never appear t o  sing 
together. During the drcugiit he  did  hsre zn u;ie:qectzd v i s i t o r ,  a Goshawk. I suspect 
that he heard Les and thought tnet a good meal uas I 3  s tc re  f o r  him. The b i rd  hung 
around f o r  a few days, snd,  as Les made a ruckas e T r e q  t i ~ z  i t  appeared I d id  have a- 
good chcnc? t o  c b s e i ~ e  t h i s  Seaut'ful b i ~ d  ~t close r m q e .  An-pay the very puzzled - - 
Goshawk gave up evenz7x. l~. j  a t  fie?.! a.l.;ra:r, Les will ainq ou t  i n  d i s t r e s s  when another 
po t en t i a l  predator cuc5 ~s z stra;~ c a t  ea-kers tFLa )-a:-<, 1 <pess  he could be classed 
ES 2 IIwatchbird':, 

An-p;:ay, to r-nd? z.ajy I - :c-, merii a 5 . 3 ~ 4 ,  t k t  I haire fcund invaluable,  which may 
h e l p  nomeoze xhc fi;?cis ther.,sel.,-as in the z o s i t i o n  ~ i :  beizg given a young o r  in ju red  
b i rd  or animal t o  care for. It is caLleZ 

t t ~ n ~  am OF SICK, INJTJED ~m 05.~5~i i rn  ::ATT~JT BLEDS AID A N W ~  
5y Jack Geler. It can be aot.rir,e?. ttilrcuqh the Goultl LeagL?e, Beecroft Publfc School, 

d 
- 

Eeecror't Road, Beecroft ,  21:qels.ltho.~h I aust .sag t h s t  t h i s  d e s  not make anyone an - 
i n s t a n t  a u t h o ~ i t y ,  L f i n e  it a good guide i n  cases o3ernfrgerlcy and when expert  
assistance is zo t  ciose ac k22.2. 15 has good fc~m*iir:s f o r  z-njtking you could imagine 
and a l o t  o l  good preccical ~.d-rice,  

--. 
> - -.77,:.-- -- - -- d-G-.il$L 

-'-- --3'*CT. Some i d ea s  fr2.2 r d  -inc>l.<s H us' - -  I ~ ~ r j  old --;ntg-kas? f o r  f l e f i b l e  t i e s ,  1 

plastic bread/ gzir5 ~ g e  ties f ~r s m a l l  plzLCa, ; !~ rgar ine  rxd ice-czeam conta iners  
for p l a t  po t s  (use kct ~ k w e r  to a i d e  d.-ai;sg? i?v?rted b o t t l e s  of water,neck . .. : buried i n  the grow< iIeaT irrdizrj.2ual ciarrts, m-;.,i c s d c - z s  as p l m t  s o t s  (length gives 
ample roo t  room withoat minq 6uEc ;ott:-rg 25-:) r b l  

l f l m ~ , ~ ~  1:; ~ - 7 -  --a - . ,VY; \n--  :* , r . .  .- . . , . i . . -  ~ -%:: 

L. 2 A . - ! L  . - -% .- - , L,,.:L .. - . -. I . . .,. ;"c:i. Lus tralian Farmers - . - . - - . . -  -_I- 

qy ;::olenz ::' 5-3;Y':5.:;, ;,.:gcj 2nd ;I>Sertsor. 1^83. 3'1.8 pages. 824.95 

-. 
Here i n  N.S,';-]. less 1.172 .33r c ; c . ~ t  31' ;;cr y . ~ ~ - - i  LE r ~ ~ e l l l - e d  a6 na t iona l  . < -  VC ?..? .:. .' . parks, If o.jr naif-;e :;.:Fl;'Jcfa ,..,..... .- .,c1~,:3i: 21.3 t~ rerzir. in e ~ s t s n c e ,  W e  hUBllB. .. 

must ensure that tile ~ . - h e r  r - i f ie ty ?!-:.I. n?.? .;ezt <?f ollr l a ~ ~  i s  mmaged i z l  such a way 
t h a t  o w  nati-;e wLi=;;:.ls. hires a d  :!-xzt3 r , ~ . . ,  ccrl t<rus $0 ~ . : 5 s t ~  Since two t h i r d s  of 

- ,  Aust ra l i a  is fn:-.xla,;2, t\- .* --- , - ,- : 2 - . : ~ t  <:..y;.::?~t c.23 ni7-y in ronseming,  0 ~ 2  remaining 
, . .  nati?* a wildlKf c 2nd v3g.z5i.;-.cli;r, is cmlciz..l. 

Roland E.reck::rcldt, j ~ i r n s ; l ?  3 fa-;.;er, has i,ri-Lten t h i s  kook as a manual of 
i n f o m a t i o n  f o r  f=:~:e:-s as io hc7.q ? k < l ; i l f < ?  cGs~yr.,t ' ,~i.- c:? be F-" , cessful ly  in tegra ted  

. . 
with a g r i c u l t u r d  - c i ~ i ~ t i o r r  c? t h e i r  Frc:;er t :2s ,  

Cnapters d s a ~  ;;i.th Cree r e . y ~ - p e r ~ t l o n  ?zLd c lan t inq ,  v i l e l i f e  cc:ridors, farm dams, 
pest  control- and there 5s .zr, .-.scell-.r,i; seci;icn cn  ~..;.-,ificizl nesting s i t e s  for b i r d s  
and possms ,  

It i~ a-11 exceller; bc:k. 2312 of t?:3 best th ings  iqe cozld a l l  20 is t o  give a 
copy of this bock t.; st fan,e:. w e  :mow, in thehocs t hy t  gradually the  management of ,  . - - 
our r u r a l  areas ' , J l i ~  ci.,s_?f;;- l o  zfisure S h & t  our na.kurd. hz r i t age  is allowed a 
continuing existence.  &ti::c t i z n  is f or.?-i er, 



1 have that  -'.t.-- cy-.' . ~. LA-. .- - -  -.r ,A- ., ~ : o c .  1; la rge PPcacla r~;ata presumably i n  
. - search  cf ia r fae  etz,. &en " e z c l n g  r :cz T ~ . C  ??.-:eqs < Y & c e ~  rcretifolfaj they perch on .- 

the ',,ranches a q d  jrs&< ~ . i f ? '  =: - . . lg 7 . q i C : ;  s-?;..( .: case5 :<hi,~;i tke:y h ~ l z  ?:nth one f o o t  w h i l s t  
using t h e i r  beaks  t o  evtrzct the see6 - ,he t:!;ig o r  empiy 2ut case i s  then  d iscarded  

. . 
as they  move cil t o  :ex:, Z O C ~  ~1:352?, r.-,c, .._.., ,-.- ... - -7  .,I, - ' o i r d s  forage a t  t he  base of the 

. . bushes - one way of 3?t;3,5 :n e?sy rszaL - : n r h ~ . ~ z ?  The cockatoos c e r t a i n l y  leave a 
tra',l of l i t t e r  behind: k:,i..sv;: " . .  -- -:rwis -.LA d a--- - b I-ge mature sh-nbs  and soon recover  
from t:ie unslai:gh?;. 

.- . 
One aspec t  cf art i f ic : . ;z l  feedizg in uilich !.ire i?re fal~ly re,n;ular i s  i n  provid ing  

i r s a O ; ~  b i s c u i t s  5 ithe ~ u l p h ~ - c r e s t e d  cockatoos. Zach co-q ing  any th ing  between one 
and half a dozen a r r i v e  on tke rsilinq of  0 7 z  balcony over looking  E2ouera'Reserve. 
They s t r u t  up znd cio!,a aci i f  :<e imore %em ( s x h  as ky being a s l e e p )  they Sang t h e i r  
be& a g a i n s t  the glass  of our  :dm?  izading %-GZ t h e  bedroom t o  t h e  balcony. Very 

. ,  . su5tis they are. ::; zo get a ,grzzz dtzL ST.' enjopen-L from t h e n  and o u r  3 year o l d  
itaugk~ter has a p r t i c u l z ?  ra>?ort vith then  while  dez-l:ng c u t  t h e  goodies. It h a s  been 
suggested inat on tke ? a t  occascon .s:e so on ! ~ o l i d a y s  we nayx'cura t o  find half t h e  
balccny devoxred, 3'1-c~ zy cSsc r~a t i c r i s  rf them holdever? ~ r t i c u l a ? l y  when no s a o s  a r e  
imrncdia'~2l:r produc&, they do;-? seea i n i ~ r c s t e ?  5n oE woa&i!ork. 

STnmltjp-r:m2m (:oCy,WS' 
in zlz4<&12, ;{-S.W, 

During A p r i l  gYC:ipE !:f up t o  5 sul$hu_--,cr?sted csackatoos have been feeding  i n  E . 
c r e s t r d  w a t t l e  (t.lbia4a io't.F,&~=hsj approximate ly  2 m. high, The feeding b i r d s  weigh 
down t h e  ~ l c n d e s  3racches as t L e y  ~ i c k  off th.3 ri-,ened seed pods ~rld devolir the seed.. . . me;* feed  i n  a taar,ller s:m:liu 53 f.hz y E i i ; ~ ~ - t a i -  --- 06 3Lack zoc2atoos cf above and 

9 9 a.gaia 02 ' ;w~ b i r s ~  ~ e ~ ~ ~ ~ i - : ~  5~0;:;- ?-'id , .. g::*~:md 'sszeath ?t..? tree f o r  whatever is - .  drogy;ed f rcrn abcve. P . e i r  Feect~:::_r f,s a roia;r b c ~ ~ i r . e & ~ ,  

The yellow-tsi2ed .::l?cK :;z.:k2 %(;G (:;a>r~itor;?~nchu~ f VZB~PUS) e a t s  i n s e c t  larvae 
. -  A 

4-  - 
in forests ~ c d  q:y;o~:a~~~~-=-,r- 2 ~ 2  i z L 1'- -3~.i--J ~-.7 .I :- regarded ss a pes t .  I n  native 

:'^F-'? vegetation i t  aay even ;La:; ,a. - - - ~ v l  r o l s  2 - 2  rznoving ifissct-dmagea sapl ings .  
. . - -  Tk.i;; s p e c i e s  cnly r a r e l y  KILL: ;";l:.ng t r e z s  dlr.;ccl? bu t  lesves them mechanically 

weak5ned &-tar  zezcvir.g inset? l a ~ ~ a ?  nsar t h e i r  bzae, 2'1e t r ~ e  is then prone t o  
breaking or'f 5y str0r.s -, ~ i i ~ d s ,  

:AT ~ n e  larvae of c e r ~ n b y e l d  C%etl.js, ~oca-r;o:~isr cos s ids  (-s s p . ~ . )  and a: - 
h e p i a l i d  moth ( k e r . e t : ~ ~  -carac'.i: 3733) ?..re ?.-?ferrec! by t h e  yellow--cailed b lack  cockatoo, 
T;2e l a r v a e  of "Lhe cos;Fd b o l s d ~ ~ r a i i  2nd the  ce-zmbysid Tq'chacaria acanthocera  . . - 
a r e  common i n  the  yomg f loodzd gum (5,:rmdi~) ~ P m t a t i o n s  around Coffs  Harbour i n  - 
ri o r t h - e a s t z m  NEW Sallth Jl~.le::.. 

T e  g a l l e r i e s  of  ; . ? r~ ibycL< I s r l ; ~ e  zrz  close ~c t h e  s u r f a c e  s o  the. cockatoos do 
~ o t  weaken the  trer.! uhen f o r z g i n g  f o r  this &$jecie,?, But t h e  c o s s i d  larvae a r e  much 
deeper  and t h e t z e f s  are so w e ~ k e n e d  t h a t  l o s s e e  of 40 per  c e n t  o f  young plan+at!$on 
C bree6  are sornmoc. ,A'. . :;. 

Research by Lhe i:SIF33 h a s  s s t a b l i s h ? d  thzc t he  w c k a t c o  aligk.ta n e a r  tlfe'base of  
a tree and r;.a;.es Cown :%:-sv.la t n e  t--.ur;i: searching  :ST the  coss id  I s r r a e  holes.  When a 
ho?.e is  fol_:.n;. t h e  i;ir? +zsts  the s i z e  of  t h e  lam? by z n s e r t h p  i ts be* i n  t h e  hole.  

. . 
I f  t h e  lame i3 f~11 : :  grol:m i ; 5 ~    ole is a p p r o s i z ~ z t e i g  Icm. 52 cliameter znd the  b i r d 1 s  
beak i s  able t c  peneiraze C e e ~ l y  and excavation will proceed. I f  t h e  ho le  i s  narrower 
t h e  b i r d  w i l i  explzre eleewhere. 

The yel low-tai led SlkcL ccckatoo hns en ingenious merhoc f o r  gouging out  t h e  - larvae. It t e a r s  a z c r l y  o f  52rk. 2-3 cz: vi&! c t a r t i n g  s b c u t  ?8cms above the f r a s s  
hcle  and cont inuing  t o  j .~st  telow t h a  hole ,  The 3ir? then bends th?  s t r i p  o f  bark  

. , o u t  t o  an angle  of a b o u t  59 do,gzees f - cm the  t;-c& m d  uses it n s  a platfo-t;n on which 
t o  stand,  i n  much t h e  same wav J~,T.L  axeman orce !:re? ?Lank6 cn xnich t o  s t and  whi le  

m f e l l i n g  large %re?s. ,xce t hc  . z cckz~co  has cozst,-xctad a y l a t f c m  it gouges ou t  the 
. . l a r v a  wi th  its powerr':-:l bear* >z .?n?ire  process  cru:ea m pverage 3f 29 minutes. 

Xost ccssid lar-r.7.: ~ c c l  - ; 1 the  l'irst 1-2 ,il qf t:l!e t ruk  buz i f  unders torey  
s h m b s  e r e  p r e s e n t ,  t h e ?  ;;.ill rr.zv.:r: the  cociratccs i'rom f l y i n g  tc t he  base of t h e  

. . -  - .  t r c e .  g rea t ly  rcc?uci:g ; , :c i r -  c.;:-i ty  7 ~ 7  i'tr'~ :ZIT-.-::zi i d ~ s  :;LCT? j:~1;2ld that larvae 
- - . . 

;:1-.3 :,:;re ecrljmc- i n  t ~ ~ g ;  ,i;.%:: -,;1~ ,+:.-T.;T<.-~~..,Y . - . ' - P - , , - C .  , ,  . . . .  7 - h ~ '  ,.-., .- . e3r1:r growth from grass 
. - , ,-.; A 2  -- 



In  : :?ustral ian 3 i = d s f t ,  J o u r a a l  3;' t he  I[.S:i. fio;d Or i i i t ko iog i s t s  C lub ,  Xarch 1984 
I s  at? a r t i c l e  '!Saraen P la t s  A t t r a c t i , ~ e  t o  3 i~ i3 l ! ?  L.Smith, D . b r k i n s  and 2.Pegler. 
,Tile article .- .cives the r e s u l t s  s,' a su;;-ey i n i - ; i h ~ i . i  :In J a E u a q  1980 by t h e  NoSo'd. 
Field G r n i t h o l c g i s t s  CPib t o  f i s d  ou t  whish sarden  p lan t s  are most a t t r a c t i v e  t o  
b i r d s  i n  N.S.I;., 14emSers were asice? t o  Lms.#sr q n e s t i c n s  d e t a i l i n g  l o c a l i t y ,  p l a n t  and 

-.- b i r d  s p e c i e s  trnd n a t u r e  o f  <he i n t e r a c t i o n .  'This p a r t i c u l a r  e m r e y  i n d i c a t e d  the  
fo l lowing  garden ? lanes  a s  t h e  most attractive t o  b i r d s  i n  t h e  Sydney r eg ion  : 
A l b i z i a  lo.ohantha - Cres ted  x a t t l e  
BanL,sia e r i c i f o i i a  - Heath 3anksia 
Banicsia s e r r a t a  - Old Man Sanksi-? 
Callisternon v i rn ina l i s  - Emoping  B o t t i e b r ~ h  
Euca1:rptus csesla - G u n , ~ r r ~  
G r e v i l l e a  b&--,tieii - Bank's G r e v i l l e a  !both r e d  a d  whi te  f lowered forms) 
Grevi 'rlea bivinnatii?lda hybr id  Sanksii - "Pobp. Gordonff 
Fe Saleuca h:meri -5 f olia - %d-f flowering *perback 
Cotoneas te r  md Crataequs s p ~ .  
E y r t h r i x a  indica Indian Cor:zl Tree  

Detween :974 -1977 Conda Groen o f  t he  Zesartrnent of Zoology, Monash Un ive r s i t y ,  
s t u d i e d  t h e  e x o t i c  3x15 n a t i v e  b i r d s  is t h e  &?stern suburbs oS Melbourne. ( t h e  d e t a i l s  

of t h i s  stud-y a r e  p n b l i ~ h e d  i n  f F A u s t r s l i u l  X i ld l i r ' e  Eesearcn"? Volume 11 Number1 1984). 
!The s tudy  l o m d  t h a t  t he  p r o o ~ r t i o n  cf e x o t i c  t o  n a t i v e  b i r d s  was far greater in 

suburban gardens than  ir, areas of native habi , ta t .  !'Total n a t i v e  p l an t s t1  p re sen t  i n  
the a r e a  emerged as t h e  most impor tan t  f a c t o r  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  r e l a t i v e  numbers of 
e x o t i c  and n a t i v e  b i rds .  A& the>roaor t ion  of n z t i v e  v e g e t a t i o n  Inbreased  numbers of 
n a t i v e  b i r d s  a l s o  inc reased  but e x o t i c  b i r d s  dec l ined ,  Where n a t i v e  and e x o t i c  b i r d s  
o c c w r e d  t o g e t h e r  na t ive  b i r d s  made greaker  use cf native plants than d i d  e x o t i c  
birds and exctic b i r d s  m a &  g r e a t s ?  use 02 ar2iflcial s t r u c t u r e s  e.g. f ences ,  telegraph 
poles .  Conclusions of  t h i s  szudy are  (from ?'Aus-cralian !g i ld l i fe  2esearchf t  3 . . . . . 

IfSuburban r a ~ i d e c t s  a r e  i n z r e a s i ~ q l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  e n t i c i n g  native bird8  t o  
pub l i c  and p r i r a t ?  sa rdens .  The r e s u i t s  of t h i s  study sugges t  some g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  
i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  r a t i o  of na tL~re  t.; e::otL~: b izds  i n  suburbs-; areas t o  which m t i v e  b i r d s  
have reasonable  access. .'1 park o r  ga r i en  in  kick a hish p o p o r t i o n  of  n a t i v i  b i r d s  
is d e s i r e d  should inc lude  : 

(I) .  a h igh  r a t i o  of n a t i v e  t.c;: e x o t i c  p i a n t s ,  i nc lud ing  both euca lyp t s  and 
non-eucalypts;  

(2)  a high r a t i o  of lcw sh-.,r-ib ccver t o  lzm: 
( 3 )  a h i &  ratio of leafy t r e e s  :o lea6 cr deciduous t r e e s  and a r t i f i c i a l  

s t m c t u r g s  (though a f e w  deaf k rees  xzy bo v a i u a b l e  t o  some n a t i v e s  f o r  n e s t i n g  o r  
' 

a s  k.,atchposts) ; 
( 4 )  a nm'ser o f  t r e e s  ~igi-ier ?rim 

,Eqe i ~ ~ : . o ; . t ~ ~ c e  sr' n a t l v e  ~ l a n t s  i n  a r t r z c t i n g  na t ive  b i r d s  t o  an  area is 
something 1;ihich 1 f ~ e i  t h a t  xe ,  as a group? coa l2  investi6-te f u r t h e r .  

One way sf doing this w o d c i  be If we esch s e l e c t e d  a nurnber of.:areas i n  o u r  own 
d i s t r i c t  whish have va ry ing  3 r o g o r t i c n s  of  native and exocic  vege ta t ion .  I n  some 
d i s t r i c t s  i t  cay be 2 o s s i b l e  t o  f i n d  a vhole r m g e  of  a r e a s  from t o t a l l y  n a t i v e  t o  
t o t a l l y  exot ic .  Zn o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  t h e  native v e g e t a t i o n  w i l l  5 e  more d i f f i c u l t  t o  
f i n d  b u t  t he ra  w i l i  s t i l l  be v a r i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  amounts of  sh rub  cover  and lawn 
p re sen t .  Saving s e l e c t e d  a nw,ber  of d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s  r e g u l a r  surveys  should then  be 

- made t h r o - q h o u t  t h e  y e a r  oi' the b i r d s  p re san t  i n  each area .  I f  your t ime is l i m i t e d  
a comparison of w e n  two d i f f e x n t  l r e a s  wou.12 be i n t e r e s t i n g  and worthwhile. 
Even tua l ly  r e s u l t s  from d i f f e r e n t  d i s t r i c t s  c3uld be ~ o o l e d .  

I f  you nre  interested I n  > s r t i c i p t i n g  i n  such a study would you l e t  me know. 



The b i r d  for the  ne:rt n e w s l e t t i r  is the  PIED GPmWOWG. Can you supply i n f o m a t i o n  . .  . 
regarding such tl?ingz,.as ...,. xr i lc r ,  Lrec-s ,! ahrubs does t h e  Pied Curawong forage i n , "  
n e s t ,  s ing  i n  etc., does tke CiiTra.4ong shew pa r t i cu l a r  p i a y t  preferences,  a t  what 
height does the Currawong gcze ra l ly  lead,  iii what times of the year are they present  
i n  your d i s t r i c t ,  do the  nmzbers of Currawc:-igs present  f l a c t u t e ,  what is t h e i r  song 
like, do they general ly  sing a loce  cr i i l  i x ~ i ~ o n  and how do t h e i r  calls  vary, do you 
feed them artificially ??? 

The plant se lected is I~ZLi lZ ' lTCA B'flERiCIFOLIA. . . 

ALL contr ibut ions  ars sosz welcome, 'q- A u ~ s t  20 please. ' I  

Would you pleaee n o t e  thaz scb-n-i ~ ~ ~ ~ g t i o n ~  are  due i n  September. Subscript ions a r e  
82. 

Jitdy Smith 
44 Hawkins Pde., 
21ax13r,dt N.S.W., 2774. 
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