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Dear Members T, 
Well, at last the Sgriag haa come! Here, in the slue Mts., we have had a 

particularly cold and windy winter. A few Eummer visitors, inclltafna the Noisy Friarbird 
and the Fantailed Cuckoo haw armed already; The bush akcuc I s  now quite colourful  
with t h e  yellow of Bossiaea rhombifolia and the pink of Bcronia ledifolia. Now is the 
t h e t o  start gathering nest recoris. 

T o  the following, pew members welcome:- 
Mrs. E, Jeffreys, Carsterburj, Victcria 3126. 
Martin Soman, Emlington, N*S,!d, 27'15. 
Gail Thomas, Eastwood, M.S.W. 21.22. 
MFB. M. Auld, Caplaba, Qld. 41 57 
Mm, W, E ~ B P B ,  Adamstown FEeights, Y.S.W, 2289. 
SutherLand Group S.G.A,P, 
Foothills Group S,G.A.P. 
S.G.A.P. Canberra Region 
Maroonda Group S.G.A.P. 

Subscriations A red tick i n  the fol1owin.g box indicates t h a t  your m u a l  subscr ipt ion 
($2.003 is now due, If  I do not hear  from you I shall assume that you no Longer wish t o  
belong to the group - sorry ,  but our  f inancial  resources aren't great, u 

Infamation Sheet A copy of w h a t  was put together is included ~ 5 t h  this newsletter. 
Colleen Werner d i d  an excellent jab with the illustrations, These initial copies are 
printed on thin, poor quality paper - fu r the r  copies w5ll be printed on better paper, 

I would appreciate hearing your 6onrnents and criticisms, ZOW could i t  be improved 
and what additions could be made to it? Would yolz l i k e  to cmtr tbute  pieces so that 
we can make di f fe ren t  or l a r g e r  pamphlets - remember you don'r; xeed to be an expert to 
contribute. 

me  foothill^ Group S.G.A.P. are taking 200 copies for their Spring "Stringybark 
FestivalH. If you would like more copies they are available f o r  t h e  coot of p r in t ing  
and postage. 

Native Plmtf l i ldZi fe  Cxtalague For space reasons  the start of t h i s  w i l l  have to 
wait for a later newsletter, Thank you t o  people who have s e n t  i n  contr ibut ions  - any 
more are welcome, 

TRICES l 3 l R  SUBURBIA, 

from Bela Rard-Brucker, Hoppers Crossing, Victoria ..... 
'rlith regards nat5ve birds  being enticed i n t o  suburban areas, it is most 

necessary f o r  p;ardens ar ntraats to contain high (greater than h, 1 native trees 
preferably. I n  our a r ea  i t  was a barren plain. 15 years ago and our subdivision became 
developed in the  era when native plants ware in! Unfortunately many o f  the trees 
planted have been wsui table  f ~ r  saal l  blocka e,g. Eucalyptus ulobulus, IZ,  robust^ 
etc, and the chain saws can be heard going everg weekend, i n  the more recently 
developed amas new residents have been wary of planting any trees, with a conseqcence 
the difference 5n bfrd life in t h e  two areas is remarkable. 'dhile we have &&s, 
mift parrots, purple crowned, l i t t l e  and musk lorrikeets inhabiting our area  at times, 
they are never sighted in the new areas where taller ' i ~ e e s  are few and far between. I 
t h i n k  it; is therefore impartant  that we try and influence our local Councils to plant 
auitable trees to attract Sirda e.g,  Eucalyptus sideroxylon mi! E, l e u c a ~ l o n  perhaps . 

on sidea where there a r e  no power l i n e s  and Eucalyptus burdettfa% and Em torquata 
on sides where there are. if median s tr ips  exis t  t rees  of q u i t e  l a rge  szze could be' 
planted e.g. _E, medata, . occider?talis a d  5. asfrinqens etc, To this and, the 
Merribee SGAP h s  i n p u t  t o  the local Catx,rcills Greening Werribee Committeerp and a list 
of sui table  p w t s  has been prepred and the Council is soon t o  replacement plant a. 
medim strip h the area with Eucalyptus sidesoxylon rosea =d is taking notice of what 
haa been sa id ,  If suitable t rees  are established in the s t ree ts  and residents plant 
the mare usual 8hmbby plants on t h e i r  116 acre, a gaad habi ta t  sl~ould be created, 

ma g&&s which move into t h i s  area each autumn and which have stayed longer thia 
year, l ike  open trees to f ly  i n t o  aid roast and while t hey  prefer Eucalyptw cLadoml;yx, 
they have settled fo r  our Euca1:ptus scaparias They have real d i f f i c u l t y  in a l i g h t i n g  
in  Eucalmtus ~ l o b u l u s  ssp ~labulua which i~ too compct ant? which is the common large 
tree RXOWn in manv vards aroizrd here-  



Walking down t o  the  creek behiad o u r  house on a lllnr,terts aCernoon can be qui te  eerie.  
Rustl ings i n  the  e u c a l n t  f'oliage a d  the  fixed stares frca .?ozens of pairs of Sea* 
yellow eyes accompany you. ,The carTawongo have ozce again coccega ted  here f o r  the winter, 
They a re  vocal, cons t a~ l t l y  hl~?gq- =d endlessly foraging, 

The male and female currawongs a r e  alike, s t r i k i n g  black white b i r d s  eas i ly  
i den t i f i ed  by t h e i r  d i s t i n c t i v e  c a l l s .  Younq a r e  more brownieh. The currawong's l i f e s t y l e  
is not ye t  f u l l y  understood - castlal cbservation suggests t h a t  in-group in te rac t ions  may 
be qu i t s  complex. 

I n  l a t e  winter the male m d  lemaie p a i r  g a ~ h e r  z t i cks  and twigs t o  construct  an 
open, cup-shaped nes t ,  usual ly  Ir a branch of a t a l l  eucalypt. '%e female usually takes 
charge of the  b u i l d i q  znd moulds the  nest  t o  the &ape o f  her  ScQ. Nest l i n i n g  cons i s t s  
of Sark f i b r e  and f i n e  plant  material .  'dhilst breedirig the b i ~ d s  are s o l i t a q  and probably 
t e r r i t o r i a l  about t h e i r  nest. 

After  breeding i t  seems t h a t  the currawongs fqm i n t o  s m a l l  nomadic flocks. Their - 
movements a r e  not  f u l l y  understood. Often they zove,=eae of higher t o  lower a l t i tude .  
Flocks o f ten  form about areas of human se t t l enen t  wk~ere they take advantage of scraps 
and waste and introduced f r u i t i n g  t rees  including pr ive t ,  camr~hor l a u r e l  and (as noted 
by Colleen Werner, Glen Innes, N.S.J.; cotoneasters, 

Currawongs a r e  omnivorous - i ~ s e c t s ,  i n sec t  larvae,  be r r i e s ,  f r u i t s ,  ca r r ion  and 
food scraps are all read i ly  taken. ;Jest l ings a.nd other  b i rds  a r e  a l s o  included i n  t h e i r  
d i e t  making t he  d e e i r a b i l i t y  of a t t r a c t i n g  them i n t o  the  garden open t o  question. I 
have seen a small  group devouring another (dead) a & d t  =d theg have a l so  been noted 
taking rats, skinks,  crabs and r ing- ta i led possums. 

They do not seem t o  apprecia te  s c i e n t i f i c  s tudies .  I n  s t ud i e s  near Sombala,N.S.W. 
,,sts were marked with coloured surveyors tape. This o rac t ize  had t o  Se a l t e r e d  when i t  
waE found that predators  (probably R e d  Currawongs and Grey Currawongs) soon learned t o  
assoc ia te  tapes  with nests. I n  e tu4 i e s  cear Bega, N.S.W. the  Fied Currawongs would, i f  
they found the opportunity, take mall b i r d s  caught i n  m i s t  n e t s  and b i rds  f l y i n g  off  
following colour banding. 

S t i l l ,  they a r e  not all ev i l .  I n  the southern highlands of N.S.W. theg are thought 
t o  be an important predator of the s t i c k  i n s e c t s  which can de fo l i a t e  eucalypt fores ts .  

Currawongs are obvious b i r d s  - vocal  and foraging everywhere - on open ground, lawns, 
i n  f o l i age ,  amongst s t rands  of loose  o r  flaky bark, pecking off the  bark f l akes  of 
bloodwoods, gathering f a l l e n  f r u i t s  and gecking a t  f - n i t s  still held on the  tree. 

They w i l l  t ake  advantege of a 5 i r d  bath and, conetimes, immediately a f t e r  ra in ,  they 
put on a marvellous show as they d i t e  i n t o  the still  wet fo l i age  and Itbathe", all the  
while accompanied by t h e i r  rnelodlocs cal l ing.  

Some p lan t s  i n  which they have beer noted fnc1ude:- 
Melia azedarach var. aus t ra las ica  - &it2 Cedar - Wiseman's Fer r j ,  N.S.W. - 10m. high - 
E d  Currawongs i n  a fruiting tree. 
Acacia e l a h  - i n  foPiage - Eherald, Vie. and 91axlmd, r1.S.V. 
Acmena m i t h i i  -._t*ng f r u i t s  both fa l le-?  zqd on t r ee  - B l a x h d ,  N.S.W. -- 

socarnus re t i eu la tus  - blueberry ash - taking f r u i t s ,  B e g a ,  N.S.W. 
-4cal.ntus aifera, E. giperita, 2. nnttablis, 2. s ieheri ,  - E. p u c t a t a  and Anqophdra 
castate - i z o l i a g e  a;;d bark - Blaxiand. A.S.W. 
P i t t o s r r o m  undulatm - taking fr-&'is and thus spresding p l m t s  - Mitcham, Victoria, 

and from Margaret Tocaiin,  ringwoo wood, N.S.;i/.) ,...,.. 
I have been observi= currawongs and not ing t h e i r   call^ f o r  some years  now and have 

become very in te res ted  In the i r  behaviour pt tems a i d  in ter- re la t ionships .  My 
o b s e r ~ a t i o n s  were made i d l y  ai: f i r s t a n 5  s i s o  spcradical ly ,  s ince  I was working fu l l t ime  
but over the l a s t  3 'I/? years  they have been more regular. 

From 1972 t o  June 7960 :ge l ive ;  in Roseville, Sydney, ha l fway  up a rocky slope 
with a l1cl i f f"  almost d i r e c t l y  behind the  house, rising about 20 f t .  and dot ted with 
Epacris  Zonq5foUa and Woolsia pur-qens with Acacia tem.inalfs, etc .  below. I n  autumn 
the pied currawongs used t o  gather on t o p  of the rock i n  groups of about twenty t o  
t h i r t y  and "sing1' together. A t  t h a t  time, i n  addi t ion t o  the  normal flcurrawonglt cry a 
t h r i l l i n g ,  throaty  c a l l  was added, s nunber of birds c a l l i n g  together. Our rock rose 
up f a i r l y  s teep ly  and l eve l led  out I r t o  a shailcw basin along the  top. The whole basin 
sloped s l i g h t l y  towards the house and a.lso col lected uater. It was, therefore ,  a natural  
l o f t y  gathering place with water g r o v i d e ~  and E ~ . ~ c r i s  flowers for snacks (whole flowers 
were picked off  and eaten). F o r  us ,  i t  hsci t he  adl?ed advantage cf being v i s i b l e  from 
the house below and to  a hurna1-j. ~ b s e ~ ~ < + r  it anpeare.d as tho~igh each separate perf0I'mer 

- .. - .  



bring one of t hese  gatherings de >?a\i a single j i r d  s e t  ~ ~ 3 3  by the  o t h e r s  and l a t e r  
. .  . r e a l i z e d  that the v i c t l n  was recoyreri~.g bei.in.3 t:;e Lxcnes cn ::he !iOUEe l e v e l  below the  

rock. 'vJe f ed  it f o r  some weeKs befal-P it was f i b  s z c u ~ h  t o  f l y  Lhay. I should l i k e  very  
much t o  know more abour these  g n t h , z r i n g s ,  t h e i r  ~ p p = e n t  purpose 2nd t h e  m t u r e  of t he  
c a l l s  used dur ing  t h i s  period. 

The no rna l  grouF s i g n a l  cf  ?he clzrrawongs, heard a i l  the t . i m ~ .  w e  l i v e d  i n  Rosev i l l e  
w a s  qRR&-'m, CGRliA-jlO?:G! - - Cn moving ts Springdoce, i n  t h e  lower Blue M t s . ,  however, 
we were s u r p r i s e d  t o  f i zd  t h a t  a l though tne  curra- call i s  heard f r e q u e n t l y ,  t h e -  
group c a l l  is CURRA-'m! - rn ; a r t  ol' !:he c s l l .  i s  ~ii;ec on i very h igh ,  sweet no te ,  - -  
t h a t  i s  c u r r a  on two iow notes and the CJII a. pierzing high note. (There i s  a p lace  
c a l l e d  Kirrawee n e a r  Per~r i th  which 15, p e r a o s ,  named a f t e r  t%is c a l l ? )  No one t o  whom . - - 
I have spoken e i t h e r  i n  Sydney o r  i n  t h e  Ziue !.its. seems t o  have no t i ced  t h a  d i f f e r e n c e  
i n  t h e  c a l l s ,  nor tarn I f i n d  an:! r e f e rence  3 oi:i'fere.n_t "areatt z a l . 1 ~  i n  anj of  t he  
books I have consul ted.  

A mall drama w a s  enacted sh-or t ly  a f t e r  w e  a r r i v e d  i n  ;me 1980, The currawong wi th  
t h e  loudes t  and most rnelcdious c d l :  who appeared to  be t h e  group Leader (about  5 t o  6 
b i r d s  at t h e  time) seemed t.o be  reeident Ir, c u r  garden and ca l l ed  e i t h e r  from t a l l i s l ?  
t r e e s  a t  t h e  end of our  garden or from neigiibouring l a r g e  t r e e s  we l l  v i s i b l e  from our  
windows. We were p a r t i c u l a r l y  i z p r e s s e d  3y h i s  b e a u t i f u l  c a l l  (which no o t h e r  b i r d  h a s  
s i n c e  been a b l e  t o  equal) .  Kowever, iri November 198: t h i s  b i r d  became lame and t h e  r e s t  
of  t h e  group deposed him f ron  o f f i c e ,  Nomai ly ,  when he somded  h i s  currawee c a l l ,  
t h e r e  was a pause o f  a few seconds and then-ihe answering clurawees would come i n  from t h e  
o t h e r  b i rds .  Tine t a c t i c  of t he  g r 3 ~ ~  was as fol lows.  ?hen the  l e a d e r  sounded h i s  curra-WEE 
they  l e t  him g e t  as f a r  as  t h e  curre- and then  b l o t t e d  ou t  t h e  melodious WEE with a 
unison of currawee of  t h e i r  cwn. This completely b a f f l e d  and confused t h e  leader,  whom 
I w i l l  c a l l  h e r e a f t e r  t he  Bard. Re t r i e d  again and again  without  succes s  t o  sound h i s  
c a l l .  Then t h e r e  would 5e a s i l e n c e  and he would fly towards t h e  t r e e s  i n  which t h e  group 
were perching. They i ' m e d i a t e l g  Z l e w  of f .  Af t e r  two ar t h r e e  weeks of t h i s  t h e  Bard 
seemed t o  accept  t h a t  he no longer  5elonged and s1:-w,bled ;%round i n  ou r  garden looking 
v e r j  hunched nndl for lorn ,  We f e d  h i x  but  h e  was v e q  nervous. The group t r a n s f e r r e d  
t h e i r  n c e n t r e V o  a d i f f e r e n t  g n u ?  of t ~ e e s  not  f a r  &way an? could be heard c a l l i n g  
t o  each other. The Bard gave up 'irylng t o  compete; 1:; was then tha t  we realized that 
his c a l l  had been a ve ry  s p e c i a l  cne - very  s t r o n g  a d  rcelodious, 

During January and e a r l y  F e b r ~ a q -  1982, one b i r d ,  which I presumed t o  be the new 
l e a d e r ,  took t o  s i l e n t l y  shadowing the  h r d .  Be d i d n ' t  a t t a c k  him while  I was watching 
b u t  would sit i n  a t r e e  just above him pee r i zg  doxi  :;bile the  Bard was d r i n k i n g  o r  . 

beedfng. Th i s  upset  t h e  Bard s o  rnuch t h a t  h e  would hobble o f f  a d  lzide. The f e a t h e r s  
-h-lit h i s  head looked as though h e  had been a t t a c k a d  a t  some time. 

The Bard disappeared f o r  a ?el,$ weeks and then reappeared i n  Warch and i t  seemed t h a t  
h i s  l e g  had healed somewhat, He became a little bolder  and s e e ~ e d  t o  have adapted h imsel f  
t o  a s o l i t a r y  l i f e .  He w a s  no t  hezrci a t  t h e  !?arch curzl.vong ga the r ing*  and vae n o t  
s igh ted  aga in  u n t i l  January q98f xrien he returned t a  the garden, still  lame, but very  
fit, wel l  a b l e  t o  b a l a c e  and food sather. In June lie w a s  seen with a companion (mate? 
I am unable t o  i d e n t i f y  femzle b i r d s  bu t  t h e  companion seemed t o  take  second p l ace  i n  
t he  pecking order.) He  remains an  occas iona l  v i s i t o r  and sometimes a c c e p t s  food from us, 

I d o n ' t  know whether such cbserva , t ions  on behaviour are of i n t e r e s t  t o  members 
genera l ly .  I shoilld c e r t a i n l y  'oe  lad t o  here t o  here  from anyoLe wno is i n t e r e s t e d .  I . 
r e a l i z e  t h a t  i t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  observe a c c u r a t s l y  vithout banding b i r d s  zqd checking, e t c .  
The B a r d  was e a s i l y  recognisable  by h i s  voice  and t h l 2  Sy h i s  lame leg .  Hawever, i n  o n e ' s  
own garden i t  does seem t o  be p o s s i b l e  t o  g e t  t o  h o u  groups q u i t e  we l l  and even 
i n d i v i d u a l  b i rds .  

The last  news la t t e r  conrained s r eques t  f o r  i n l ~ m a t i o n  akout  p l a n t s  which occur  
n e a r  banks ias  i n  t h e i r  c a ~ u r a l  h a j i z z t ,  3y fo l lowing  sco-system plankings  i t  w a s  thought  
t h a t  t h e s e  extremely good b i r d  a t t r c c t l v e  p l a n t s  might be e a s i e r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  and 
na i cka in  i n  hea l thy  long l i f e .  

I n  response from Ida  Jackson, Xangaroo I s l a n d ,  S.A., i n  r ega rds  t o  
BANKSIA >!A&RGINATA and BANKSIA OPdATA 

These banks ias  grow n a t u r a l l y  on Kvlgaroo I s l s n d  on a v a r i e t y  of  s o i l s  though t h e y  
aeem t o  p r e f e r  n e u t r a l  t o  ac id  tyyes. I d o n ' t  thii lk I have e v e r  seen  3. o r n a t a  on 
limestone. It p r e f e r s  l a t e r i t e  and l a t e r i t i c  sands. It sometime& grows i n  dense s t a n d s  
t h a t  exclude most o t h e r  spec i e s ,  Ecuever,  it is commoner i n  s i n g l e  bushes. 

Associated with i t  one f i n d s  :- 
Te t ra theca  h e h a t u r i m ,  x. i n s u L a r i s ,  botzkya glaberrimn, Calvt f ix  tetraqona, 
Leuco~oqon C O G ~ ~ ~ U S ,  Concurvus J&acr,is impressa, GreviUea a u i n n i r ~ n a r v i  - 



aadcsia marqimta o f : i z ~  Zrchs in ~;s,:c;c?;ation ;.~i.ti.: I?. ozr.?t? ia &ove a s s o c i s t i o n s .  - 
One a l s o  f i n d s  i t  on more a l h L i z e  zsi13 b:l.i;'c 

Lasio.aetal.hs,-Hibbertia s ~ i c t a ?  - 2. zlabri?xz.ctrLa, Susaiyptlis divorsi fol ia ,  
- Casuarina s t r i c t a ,  2';ci',l:rpt?1? ;-:ZDS?.?., S. c ~ c - ? ~  ?cl j.: 2orc3i.i  caerulescens, - -  . .  - .  B. T i l i f o l i s ,  keclcee. c r a ~ s ~ f x r ? ,  ;-e~.~ccczzcm :.C~~CCZL:- .! T;tyr;'?tlla e n r r n z z a  - .- 1 

Acacia ieinhylla, A. =arzdcrc.3: -?stzr,%i:er:i %sr..:Cz :!::3j5des 2. 33izosa, ?&@a mue2leran.z. - *  - - 
- 

Actually there are rr.&~y :r.sr?. - sLtppse  ane !:a2 say i,:?zt ko-t!l S a k s i a s  a r e  7Ier-j 
adaptable .  

'a9 r a i n f a l l  here r s q e  frcx ;ye? 3C iz;c-3.e~ ~ e r  8.:lnlL7i ?.',t the western end of t h e  
Ifiland t o  under 20 i nches  at t h e   ast tarn en2  slid >roil f i n d  b ~ r 2 ~ i a ~  everydhere. 

More about  banhias  i n  the text news le t t e r .  

Do any members grow b a r k s i e s  Iroa tee?‘? I f  s o ,  Could you tali us.how t o  
persuade them t o  germinate? 

ESTABLEHING A EIRE-A TT2AC TIVE GARC%N 
(or a l o t  s? e f fo r r  Por v e q ~  few ;;ir$s!) 

scse thcughts  from S a i l  '-P-crnas, S s i w o c d ,  N.S.Y. 

mE G A ~ E l T :  a new housing b lcck  ~a-lisn r.le began, >rick; cniy kilcu3~t: (now a l x o s t  
comple.tely removed) ,and decaying ;.=;iars (ranioved) . .The ~ a r 2 e n  haa been p rog res s ive ly  
e s t a b l i s h e d  ove r  t h e  last  f i x r e  gee;=, pzr~ic~Serl;; over t h e  last  three years. Soil - 
clay s u b s o i l ,  not e s p e c i a i l y  heavy. 

GENERPL AIMS: 
1. To prov ide  a supp l :~  cf foori, esyecialiy f c r  h o n e ~ e a ~ e r s ,  in id1 seasons. 

P l a n t s  f lower ing  in d i f f e r e n t  seasocz :%]ere ckosen, and a Yew 5 L a ~ t s  which f lower  a l l  
y e a r  round were included ss b a c k q s .  I d i d  nor, wa.nt 70 empicy artificial feeding.  

2 .  Tp provide  p l a n t s  of -;?-r:;ing heFr4 t s  .>- ir, ~7l.cse ~ r ~ x i z i t y  '-Lo encourage 
d i f f e r e n t  b i r d  varieties i c t a  t h e  gz~zen. 

3 .  To a t t r a c t  peoplc :is x11! 

ME;THOD: P l a t s  a t t r a c t i r , ~  . a i r i s  idere .:tose~i ,2.<t2r : z o n s ~ i t i r , z  r e l e v a n t  chap te r s  
mrdening books. P a r t i c u l a r l y  ~ J ~ ~ Y I J :  .iJas '';Ii.lst:.niia~ ?<,-cis 275 :"ia?ive Gardens" by  

W b a r a  S a l t e r ,  Ure Smit'n, S ~ m i t  S s ~ i e s .  , S-.-~2eyr ,I ?:?77. I wa L s s  ( t o )  casily persuaded 
by promises of "bird a t t r a c t i n g i !  oi? c l ~ f l ~ t l i a S e l s  in _r_:;r.series. 

As y e t ,  r;l.mky of t h e  p l a n e s  .,'iil.i Lao iirime-lxre 2o de-terzine whether they w i l l  
be success fu l  i n  a t t r a c t i n g  birds, 

IIESLTLTS: The n a i a  bLrdz i n  our  garder? when we bgaz  were 11ldFan mynahs, s t a r l i n g s  
and sparrows, Ye lov ing ly  fed t he se  '-ati: :$e cl.sc:>vcred t i i i s  ijas i nadv i sab le  i f  native 
birds were d e s i r e d ,  

We now have n a t u r a l  g r o ~ m d  c o v t r  2nd q u i t e  a v a r i e t y  oi :-stive p l an t s .  Far fewer 
e x o t i c  b i r d s  v i s i t  t h e  garden, Si:< s o  :~c i , s :~  n i n e r s  appear sever& t imes d a i l y  i n  a 

-. - 
pou_o,  and a s o l i t a r y  :.rattle bir? ;ezezaiiy csmes eyreqr 2sy as :veli, have a l s o  seen  
two  o t h e r  s2ecie.s b r i e f l y  (I ccmat  i k a n t i f y  them z.3 I an 7; i ~ o c i c e  a t  b i r d  watching). 

Greatest s u c c e s s e s  so far ir_ a:trac-.ina R o i s y  xi:-..ers ard w s t t l e b i r d s  have been - 
wtth G r e ~ i l l e a  "Rob,p Gordo~!!  ads Earkaia eFqcir"o2.ia ; Grevillsa !Poorinda P e t e r u  , 
Grevf llea r i ~ m l a r i s  and jlniqozar,tkus "3ed Cross' '  al;o s n ~ a  po~ulsr . 

LIMITATIONS : 
- 1 ,  I n a b i l i t y  t o  p i a t  rn3r.,y- l a ~ a ~  trees I.2 :sewers =id =s- eazercent on t h e  block).  
2 ,  Per sona l  lsci< cf knowlease cf i a c a l  kirdjplant escsysterns, If 1 had been . . - .  aware of l o c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  (and t h e  :-ex q~:curred ?z  me ~ariiarj I igould have 

.- planted more l o c a l  p l a n t s ,  (Xr. Phil 2rcgm. c.f the 2orescry ;:smmiesion addressed  the 
Xarbourside Group on 22nd u'ime, I f f&.  Tie nilbfi?ic;?e3 t11.3 c ian~err.  zf a1;tracting g e n e r a l i s t  
f eede r s  i n t o  t h e  area of 3 s n e c i . 2 ~  2eoendar.t or, ;.? i - r 7 7 - ~ . :  , : : i l ~ ~  C T \ O ~  .=llnniTr- and h n w  +hi c: 



- - M. %lakers ,  S.J.J,F. i:av - V-- ,o, ?. 3, I ; z i l l y  xojai  .2.~si;rLLi.;.~? 3qii t h o l i g i ~  ts Union, 
Me1bom.e Univers i ty  R e s a  i 5&+, 

. 
Tqis f i r s t  A t l a s  o f  ,lustralim E t r ? z  is a i ~ a ~ i f i c e n t  achi~~rernent ,  the culmination 

of t he  l a b o u r s  of many m a t e u ~ z  :zr,S ~rr~f~scfor~ ' !a .  #The Atlas cass the d i s t r i b u t i o n  and 
breeding d i s t r i b u t i o n  c f bir2z )-xsf-rzV - frcm :977 to 798'7, I t  includes aha w h a t  i~ 

-. 7 h o r n  of b i r d  distrfb2.. t icn 3 3 9  t!:.: ti:;le ,:- - .. ,-i-..:lrol~t:z: 2.?i'ilcrne;zt, ?.lap o? the d i s t r i b u t i o n  
of over  500 spec i e s  of 5i-& a;-:? zcnt;lrLe.! 5 . L  t h e  b-%las, &,ch :LZ~ is  e x p b i n e d  and 
complemented by a ~ h ~ r t  text a d  4 v i g f : ~  i. t3.. 'The A t l a  is t r - ~ L y  packed with information 
and we l l  worth Serusing, 

The fol lowing .nap t iken  frsm izh.2 At lss :zh~%rs th;? c;ist?i'c.ution of t h e  PIED CURRAWONG: 

The next  neweletrrer w i l l  :he ir J'A?;TIARP 7:45, 
The p l a t  f o r  the  nex t  r;el..:sletter :,,ill 5e (hope iu l ly )  i.IZL&-JCA H Y P ~ C I ~ L I A .  
Tine b i r d  of the G a n ~ ~ a i i  -ewslotti.~. will be t h e  ~ ~ . C ~ J ~  DC)VE. Zobert Wade is - 

cur ren t ly  doing ~ o s t - g r a d u a t e  ssxdies  on t he  peaceful dove a d  he h a s  been co-erced 
i n t o  writ ing about t!iis blTd f.sr lia. As a p a r <  cf h i s  studles Iiob Is i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
focjd p re fe rezces  cf t ?~ese  biriz 2nd is i cok iq .~  at b i r d s  both i n  an sviary s i t u a t i o n  
and i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  

Any c b s e ~ ~ a t i o n s  that 70-1 !night h z v ~  of ycrur own would 5 e  aost welcome. 
Any c o n t r i b u t i o n s  by .Sncuar; ' I  5 >Lease. 

A New kader . .  . . . . !Jould ~ J X  'Like t~ t&e cn the  job gf "lezaer" of  t h e  s tudy 
group? I f e e l  that t he  group x?ull h e ~ e f i t  froin 3. cchxnge of l.?ader (and i d e a s ) ,  t o  
do the job do not f ee l  t h a t  you m e d  t; Se an exper t  (I certsin1;r m cot). If you 
are i n t e r e s t e d  in tdking i t  an please let ne h o w  
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