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From The Leader
Dear Members

It is always pleasing when members of our Society receive 
public recognition for the work they do, and this was the 
case recently when Paul Kennedy was awarded an Order of 
Australia medal for service to conservation and the 
environment.  Paul has been a member of the Society since 
1975 and has filled many roles since then, including 

President of ANPS Australia from 2009 to 2011.  I am sure 
that all members of the Acacia Study Group join with me in 
congratulating Paul on this well deserved award.  Paul has 
recently shifted to Colac in Victoria, and is in the process of 
establishing a new garden there.  He tells me that we can 
expect to see some Acacias appearing in the new garden.

Although she was not a member of the Acacia Study Group, 
I would like to mention the recent passing in mid January of 
Peg McAllister.  Peg was a founding member of the APS 
Maroondah Group in 1966 (which is my local Group).  Peg 
did not have a lot of wattles in her garden, but the ones that 
she did grow were very carefully selected.  Her favourite 
was the WA species, Acacia nervosa.  I also remember her 
explaining to me that there was only form of Acacia 
pycnantha that she would grow in her garden, this being 
what she referred to as the Goldfields form – a smaller 
growing form with a slim trunk with tan bark powdered 
white, narrow leaves and flowers held out and above.

Peg’s gardens have been a wonderful source of inspiration 
over many years, and in fact it was just last October that the 
Maroondah Group visited her garden.  We can only hope 
that the future custodian of the garden will care for it and 
protect it with the same energy and spirit as Peg.  However, 
in these situations there must be a risk that this does not 
happen.  I am reminded of Margaret Lee’s editorial in the 
November 2013 issue of the APS South Australia journal: 
“It’s gone! Wiped off the face of the earth!  Ivan Holliday’s 
garden is no more.  A lifetime to create and a day to 
destroy.”  This underlines the importance of supporting and 
caring for public gardens (which perhaps have a greater 
longevity than private gardens) and also our remaining areas 
of bush and national parks.

I think that Study Groups have a role to play in some of the 
conservation issues that do arise.  On page 4 I have referred 
to a current threat from mining to the Helena & Aurora 
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Range in WA – where there are two species of Acacia that 
are endemic to the area and that would be threatened by the 
mining activities.

A reminder that our Field Trip to the Barakula Forestry area 
of Queensland is being held from the 1st to 4th August.  If 
any Study Group members have not already registered your 
interest in attending, please do so.  The Field Trip is referred 
to on page 4 of this Newsletter.

Bill Aitchison

Welcome
A special welcome to the following new members to the 
Study Group.

Matthew Johnson, Rowville, Vic 
Phil Price, Jamison. ACT
Ray Turner and Eva Kowal, Cranbourne South, Vic

From Members and Readers
Jan Sked (Lawnton, Qld) writes (19 December 2013):

I always enjoy receiving the Acacia Study Group 
Newsletters.  Although my gardening efforts have been 
mainly concentrated on rainforest species, as they are better 
suited to my conditions, I have always loved acacias.  As a 
small child I tried to grow them from seed, but did not 
realise they needed to be removed from the pod before 
planting, so had no success.

Thank you also for forwarding the information about the 
"Save Our Flora" project from Maria and Bob. I intend to 
put a notice about this in the next SGAP Qld. Region 
"Bulletin" to let everyone know about it.  I am sure there are 
many members who are growing rare and threatened plants 
in their gardens.

After going through the EPBC list and the Census of the 
Qld. Flora, I discovered that I am growing 50 rare or 
threatened species in my garden.  Only one is an Acacia - A. 
grandifolia.  It is a spectacular flowerer. I first saw it in full 
flower in the Redcliffe Botanic Gardens a few years ago.  I 
have one specimen planted and another in a tube waiting to 
be planted.

I have tried other wattles on the list - A. baueri, A. gittinsii, 
A. handonis - but they did not last long in my conditions.

With regard to late-flowering Acacias - one of my A. 
complanata is still flowering, but the other two have just 
finished.  A. penninervis is in full flower and looks 
wonderful.  It is a large bushy shrub that has to be cut back 
from time to time or it grows across the driveway.

A. irrorata was a late flowerer, usually between October 
and January.  Sadly, my 8 year old specimen had to be cut 
down earlier this year, as it developed a nasty lean over our 
powerlines after a storm.  It grew to about 6 metres in 
height.  I lost two A. falcata plants last year, at about 8 years 
of age.  That seems to be their life span here.

I have one rainforest acacia - A. bakeri.  It is 30 years old 
and quite a large tree.  I have never seen it flower, so have 
never been able to collect seed.  At one time this species 
was considered very uncommon, but it seems to be better 
known now.  It is a lovely tree with cherry red new growth, 
but doesn't seem to flower or set seed regularly.  I have 
found very few specimens in our area, the Moreton Bay 
Region of south-east Qld.

********

Peter Cox (Garfield, Vic) writes (29 January 2014) as 
follows:

“I have two little wattles that are growing together in 
a terracotta round (a large bottomless container).  They both 
flower at the same time, and both complement each other 
and yet also provide a contrast.  They are A. gunnii (with its 
small triangular prickly leaves and white flowers) and A. 
willdenowiana (with its long phyllodes and bright yellow 
flowers).  One is prostrate and the other upright.  Can other 
members recommend a "natural pairing" of small wattles 
that both complement and contrast in their habits?   
Preferably flowering at the same time and suitable for a 
small garden.

Maybe we can persuade non-native gardeners to grow two 
wattles instead of just one?  And can someone trump me by 
recommending three such small wattles?”

********
Judy Barker (Hawthorn East, Vic) has been doing some 
propagation with her 5 year old grandson, Bill Barker.  As 
an experiment, they collected and sowed straight away 
seeds of A. aff. verniciflua.  The seeds germinated in 10 
days, without any pretreatment at all, nor any smoked 
vermiculite to help them.  Fresh seed of A. gracilifolia also 
germinated in 10 days – these seeds had been soaked 
overnight in warm and cold water.  The warm water was out 
of the tap and was not very hot – probably lukewarm, say 
40°C.  All of the seedlings look healthy, and it seems that 
Judy was more surprised with the success of the propagation 
than was Bill. I am reminded of a reference in Marion 
Simmons’ book Growing Acacias in which she states:

“Some acacia seeds can be germinated successfully and 
quickly without pre-treatment if they are collected and sown 
while the seeds are still green just prior to their changing 
colour and hardening.”

I suspect that either Bill Barker is just very clever, or maybe 
he has recently read Marion’s book!



Acacia Study Group Newsletter No. 124 Page 3

Judy also comments on two late bloomers in her garden, 
Acacia gilbertii in November and December 2013, and 
Acacia assimilis which produces four or five flowerings per 
year.

********

Des Nelson (Alice Springs) notes that he has a beautiful 
Acacia salicina which he did not plant or propagate.  He 
comments that it obviously came via a bird dropping, and is 
very welcome.  Likewise, he recently found a young 
kurrajong growing – not one that he had planted.  
Sometimes Pepper trees (Schinus molle) turn up, but they 
get pulled up straight away.

Des comments that it is quite interesting to consider how 
plants can be distributed by wildlife.  He notes that “our 12 
acre block is a registered “Land for Wildlife” site.  The 
main components of our wildlife are birds.  The major 
visitors are Crested pigeons but we also have resident 
Bearded dragons and Sand goannas.  The latter, by local 
legend, are good to have as it is said “If you have goannas –
you won’t have snakes”.  In 26 years at our current abode 
we have only seen 3 snakes”.  

********

In ASG Newsletter No. 122 (September 2013), Warren 
and Gloria Sheather referred to Acacia subulata, and 
noted that this wattle was described and illustrated in an 
1813 book describing the rare plants growing at Malmaison, 
near Paris, this being the garden of Napoleon and Josephine.  
The particular book was Description Des Plantes Rares 
Cultivees a Malmaison et a Navarre by Aime Bonpland (the 
curator of the garden).  

Bruce Maslin has noted that whilst various sources give the 
publication date for A. subulata as being 1813 (as Warren 
and Gloria did), it was actually 1816.  The species was 
described in the book referred to above, but the part of the 
book where it was described was not published until 
September 1816.  

This publication, which describes the many species growing 
in the garden at Malmaison, is accessible on the 
Biodiversity Heritage Library site: 
http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/.  Warren and Gloria 
comment that this is a great resource for botanical and 
horticultural history.

They also note that they first became interested in 
Napoleon’s interest in Australian plants when they read that 
he had taken seeds of Xerochrysum bracteatum to Saint 
Helena when he was exiled.  The daisy is now naturalised 
on the island.

********

In our Newsletter No. 108 (March 2010) Ray Turner and 

Eva Kowal (Cranbourne South, Vic) reported that they 
have an Acacia linifolia which had burst into bloom in early 
February (and was still in flower in March).  They advise 
that, regular as clockwork, their plant this year was again 
ready to burst forth to full bloom on 5 February.

********

Victoria Tanner (Canberra, ACT) writes (9 March 2014) 
as follows:

“With all the recent rain have you also noticed a number of 
acacias starting to flower again - some times only a little?  
A. subulata is flowering as it does after rain, A. dealbata is 
budding up and my little A. filifolia of 1m has even 
flowered for the first time.  I expect others have reported 
this?

I went for a walk along the Murrumbidgee yesterday and 
came across a stand of A. doratoxylon.  First time that I 
have seen them but they are on our ACT Plant census list.  
They look like arid land plants and the older had a very 
fissured bark.  I did not see any seedlings and I have read 
that that they do grow in big groups then thin out 
themselves with the older dying (but did not see this).  They 
were growing on a steep, rocky river hillside though, as is 
often described.

It is interesting to read that our ACT Plant census includes 
about 30 different acacias, including about 5 exotics (non-
ACT).  Do other people/members know what their census 
includes and where to find them?”

If you are in Canberra and want to see the A. doratoxylon
referred to by Victoria, the short walk of 0.8km starts from 
“Tharwa Sand Wash” which is a nice small picnic area, just 
south of Canberra.  They grow at the end of the track which 
ends in a rocky slope on the edge of the river.  

********

Just prior to Christmas I received a query as to which 
Acacia is being sold by some nurseries in NSW as Reindeer 
Bush.  After some investigation, I found that this is Acacia 
aphylla, with the name Reindeer Bush presumably being a 
reference to the similarity in appearance of a reindeer’s 
antlers to the foliage of A. aphylla.

Acacia aphylla was also mentioned in a note that I received 
from Victoria Tanner.  Victoria comments that in Canberra 
she finds that it does not do well in the ground (heat and 
frosts), and suggests that it may be a good one to grow in 
pots.  In Melbourne, A. aphylla is commonly found in 
gardens and seems easy to grow in conditions here.

In the same note, Victoria also commented on some 
prostrate Acacia baileyana growing outside the café at 
Parliament House in Canberra – and how good they look.
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Study Group Field Trip

Our Study Group Field Trip to the Barakula Forestry in 
Queensland is being held from 1st to 4th August 2014.  Any 
Study Group member who has not yet registered their 
interest in attending is asked to do so – either by email to 
acaciastudygroup@gmail.com, or by advising the Leader 
Len Hubbard (contact details below).  

In a recent communication (5 March 2014), Len advises that 
while the district is waiting for good general rain, there have 
been narrow storm strips through the forestry.

He and Joan recently travelled down a freshly cleared fire
break and found 2 Acacia species (local) not known in the 
forestry.  They have located 2 specimens of another species 
only known from the north west sections of Barakula 
forestry, just west of our camp area – exciting times.

Acacia species in the forestry (along with those in Len and 
Joan’s garden) are budding up nicely in anticipation.

Note that anyone who takes part in a Study Group Field 
Trip such as this must be a member of their regional 
APS/SGAP State society.  

Len Hubbard’s contact details are as follows:

Phone:  07 46627065
Home address: Len Hubbard, 2 Leichhardt St, 
CHINCHILLA. 4413.
lenandjoan@bigpond.com

Helena & Aurora Range

The Helena & Aurora Range is located in the Yilgarn region 
of WA, about 100 km north east of Southern Cross and 
within a days drive of Perth.  The main hill in the range is 
Bungalbin Hill.

The Helena & Aurora Range is the highest landform in the 
region and is very significant from a geological point of 
view, being made up of distinctive Banded Ironstone 
Formation (BIF) outcropping, caves and rock faces.  The 
BIF ranges of the Yilgarn have acted like islands in a very 
flat landscape, and the very significant biological values of 
the area have been recognized since the 1970s, with the area 
supporting a number of rare flora and fauna species.

From an Acacia point of view, there is quite a rich Acacia 
flora with at least 25 species found occurring here.  Included 
are two endemic species, A. adinophylla and A. sp. 
Bungalbin Hill.  The latter species will shortly be described 
by Bruce Maslin as a new species, Acacia shapelleae 
(named to commemorate Shapelle McNee, a botanist with 
Western Botanical).  Note that at the moment this is still a 
manuscript name.

Acacia adinophylla                          Photo Shapelle McNee
(Shapelle explains that she was trying to take some photos 
of native bees collecting pollen from the flowers in this 
photograph – but the bees are so jumpy/flighty that they 
seem to have avoided the camera.  But this does illustrate 
the importance of these plants to wildlife that rely upon 
them).

However, because of the geology of the area, it is currently 
under threat from mining the iron ore (haematite) which is 
part of the BIF.  Any such mining of the Helena & Aurora 
Range would potentially destroy the high conservation 
values of the area.

For this reason, conservation groups in WA are currently 
fighting to keep this area safe from mining, and the WA 
Wildflower Society has been working with the Helena and 
Aurora Advocates (HARA) and the Wilderness Society to 
let more people know about the amazing conservation and 
heritage values of the area.

If mining within the Helena & Aurora Range is approved, 
this would represent a threat to the two endemic Acacia
species that occur there (as well as other endemic flora and 
fauna species).  For this reason, I have written, on behalf of 
our Study Group, to the WA Premier and Environment 
Minister, objecting to the proposal for mining in this area, 
and asking what actions are being taken to ensure that this 
area is protected for future generations.

Further information in relation to this issue is available at 
http://helenaaurorarange.com.au/.

Acacia baueri
One of the papers presented at last year’s ANPSA Biennial 
Conference was titled Mangroves to Mountains – Some 
Interesting Plants of South-East Queensland, by Glenn 
Leiper.  One of the plants referred to in this paper was 
Acacia baueri.  This species has the common name Tiny 
Wattle, and it is one of the smallest of all wattles.

This reference prompted one of the members of our Study 
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Group, Jan Hall (Yarrawonga, Vic), to ask the question as 
to whether this is a small wattle that we could be growing in 
our gardens – Jan is always keen to find small wattles 
suitable for cultivation.  As a result of Jan’s question, I have 
followed up with some of our Queensland experts.

Acacia baueri                                      Photo Glenn Leiper

Glenn Leiper comments that the species has “certainly 
fallen off the radar with native plant enthusiasts (not that it 
was probably ever on the radar!) as it's so small.

I've never tried to grow it as it's one of those species that 
exists only on well-drained white coastal sands here in Qld.  
Not only does it require perfect drainage, but it also likes a 
constant source of water, which is usually accessed from a 
relatively high water table.

Any of those coastal heathland species I battle with 
growing, with successes being far outweighed by failures.  
If I lived on the coastal sands rather than the heavy loams 
with clays then I'm sure the success rate would be fantastic.  
Pot culture would be the only way for me to grow it.

I have no knowledge of its life expectancy.  Being such a 
tiny plant you'd expect it to not be long-lived but who 
knows?  I have a small rainforest plant (Teucrium sp. 
Ormeau) from the dry scrubs around here that only gets to 
around 50cm tall, and it's over 25 years old!”

Jan Sked comments as follows: “Acacia baueri is seldom 

grown in Queensland.  It is a plant from our coastal Wallum 
country.  Have seen it growing naturally on Bribie Island, 
just east of Caboolture.  Some of our Wallum Study Group 
members have tried to grow it.  It needs a sandy loam and a 
reasonable amount of water.  It is quite a dainty small plant 
up to about 50cm high.  My soil has too much clay and the 
large trees dry out the soil too much for me to keep it going.  
If I could get hold of some seeds, I would like to try it in a 
pot, so I could control the moisture and drainage.”

Barbara Henderson (a member of our Study Group and 
also Leader of the Wallum Study Group) notes that it is a 
beautiful little plant about 30cm high, but is not that long 
lived in cultivation.  Whilst it is not that common, when you 
do find it growing you then often find dozens of them 
growing together.  It is a plant that leaves its seed in the 
ground.

I suspect that the various comments above may be 
somewhat discouraging to Jan Hall in any attempt by her to 
grow this species.  And one of the first problems may be the 
difficulty in obtaining seed.  Our Seed Bank does not have 
any seed of this species, despite efforts by Victoria Tanner 
to find a source of seed.  (Our Seed Bank does actually have 
a small number of seeds labelled as Acacia baueriana.  We 
don’t know what these seeds are, as this does not appear to 
be a valid species name.  If anyone can throw any light on 
that, or if anyone would like to have a go at propagating 
these seeds, let us know). 

Note that the species that occurs in south east Queensland is 
A. baueri ssp. baueri.  This occurs in coastal areas from 
Fraser Island, south to Sydney.  Another subspecies, A. 
baueri ssp. aspera, is uncommon and is found just south of 
Sydney and in the Blue Mountains.

Acacia elata
My first introduction to this species was a number of years 
ago when I saw it growing as a weed along a creek bank not 
far from Melbourne.  Perhaps for this reason, it has never 
been among my favourite wattles (despite the fact that it is 
reported as having some qualities eg it can be long lived, is 
a quick grower, a good fire retardant plant, and attractive to 
seed eating birds (but note that the seeds should not be eaten 
by humans, as reported by Matthew Alexandra in our 
Newsletter No. 105).

But I was interested recently to read a paper written by 
Jason Donaldson, being a thesis in relation to a degree of 
Masters in the Faculty of Science at Stellenbosch University 
in South Africa.  In South Africa, this species is widely 
grown as an ornamental species, but it has only become 
invasive to a limited extent (relative to some other 
Australian Acacia species that are more widely used eg in 
forestry and dune stabilization).  The paper considers 
possible reasons for this.  Some of the observations from the 
paper are:
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(a) Acacia elata is grown only as an ornamental plant 
in South Africa, being considered to have little to 
offer as a commercial crop due to its low wood 
quality and less desirable properties for tannin 
compared to other Acacias.

(b) It was concluded that differences in the invasive 
spread of this species relative to other species were 
not explained by different reproductive traits.  
Annual seed input for A. elata was high (up to 
5000 seeds per sq m) and large seed banks develop 
in established stands (more than 20,000 seeds per 
sq m).  Seed viability is very high (>90%). 

(c) The fact that this species was introduced mainly for 
ornamental purposes has the effect of limiting its 
invasive range – species used in commercial 
forestry and dune stabilization occur in higher 
abundances and as a result have much larger 
invasive ranges.

(d) It was also noted that A. elata appears to lack a 
secondary dispersal agent that would act at any 
significant scale (unlike the situation of another 
weedy species in South Africa, A. cyclops, whose 
seeds are effectively dispersed by birds).

(e) It was noted that the age at the onset of 
reproduction for A. elata is longer than most 
widespread invaders (about 4 years) – suggesting 
that the removal of plants less than 4 years old may 
be effective in controlling invasion.

(f) Although A. elata has so far only become invasive 
in South Africa to a limited extent, it is increasing 
in abundance and range and is starting to spread 
into natural vegetation.  Unlike some other 
Australian Acacia species in South Africa, no 
biological controls have so far been introduced, but 
the author suggests that this should be prioritized 
(although so far surveys in Australia attempting to 
find a host specific biological control agent have 
been unsuccessful).

Reference:  
Donaldson, JE, The invasion ecology of Acacia elata (A. 
Cunn. Ex Benth.) with implications for the management of 
ornamental wattles (may be downloaded at 
http://scholar.sun.ac.za/handle/10019.1/85808).  

Acacia elata and AJ Campbell

One person who admired the ornamental qualities of Acacia 
elata was Archibald James (AJ) Campbell (1853-1929).  In 
the early part of the 20th century he played an important role 
in popularizing the wattle as Australia’s national symbol.  
He also founded a Wattle Club in 1899 to promote a Wattle 
Day, and in 1911 was involved in the establishment of the 
Australian Wattle League.  In 1921 he published a book, 
Golden Wattle – Our National Emblem (in this book, he 
referred to A. elata as “an exceedingly ornamental tree”, and 
suggested that its common name should be either “New 
Year Wattle” or “Pepper-tree Wattle”.  He also suggested 

that the name “Cedar Wattle” is not appropriate as it is not a 
“Cedar”.

For over 30 years, AJ Campbell lived in suburban 
Melbourne, at 10 Elm Grove, Armadale.  The following is 
an extract from the local Newspaper, the Malvern Standard, 
from Saturday 10 August 1907:

“Items from Prahran City Council
PLANTING OF WATTLE TREES.
Mr A. J. Campbell, of Elm-grove, Armadale, wrote asking 
permission to plant wattle trees (Acacia elata) in the grove.  
This is a new departure in street tree planting, from an 
ornamental point of view.  Mr Campbell will plant the trees 
at his own expense, and look after them.
Cr Chambers proposed that the necessary permission be 
granted.
Cr Williams, in seconding the motion, said Mr Campbell 
was an expert, and was deserving of every encouragement.
The motion was carried.”

I was recently in Armadale, and had a look at Elm Grove, 
but (perhaps not surprisingly), there were no A. elata in the 
street.

My thanks to Ian Campbell (AJ’s grandson) for letting us 
know that Museum Victoria now has a vast digitally 
available collection of AJ Campbell’s nature photos – circa 
2000, plus photos taken by his son, Archibald George 
Campbell (1880-1954).  One photo in that collection is 
called ‘Our corner, Elm Grove’ circa 1895 - this is 
reproduced below.

The National Library of Australia in Canberra also holds an 
extensive collection of papers and photographs taken by AJ 
Campbell (these were donated to the Library by Ian in 
2002).  If you wish to look at the image of Acacia elata in 
AJC’s 1921 book, it is available on the ANBG website 
(http://www.anbg.gov.au/campbell.wattle/campbell.a.elata.h
tml).  
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The National Bonsai and Penjing 
Collection of Australia and the National 
Arboretum, Canberra and some Acacias
Article & photos by Tony Cavanagh, Ocean Grove, Vic

During a week in Canberra in mid September, we tried to 
see as many garden and plant related attractions as we could 
find. One thing we had never heard of was the National 
Arboretum so we allocated most of a day to see it, 
especially after we discovered the Bonsai and Penjing 
Collection (Penjing is the Chinese “equivalent” of the 
Japanese Bonsai). Victorian members may have seen the 
article by Jeff Howes on this subject in the December 2013 
issue of Growing Australian. Jeff was just as enthused as we 
were and we echo his encouragement to visit. This article 
doesn’t have a lot about Acacias but I hope you find it 
interesting.

The arboretum and Canberra as seen from Dairy 
Farmer's Hill.

As with almost everything in Canberra, this is “bigger and 
better” than anything else you are likely to see elsewhere. 
The displays are mostly on loan or are commissioned and 
are the work of some of Australia’s best practitioners. The 
usual maples and oaks figures prominently but there are 
many Australian plants, (Jeff reckons about 35 mature 
specimens), some spectacular banksias and native figs but 
also uncommon one like the sticky wattle Acacia howittii (a 
large spreading and weeping specimen, very spectacular). 

Because the collection is housed at the National Arboretum, 
they tend to try to include many of the trees represented in 
the 104 forest plots which make up the Arboretum, both 
native and exotic. The Arboretum has a strong Friend’s 
group and the Collection is largely supervised by 
volunteers, for many a labour of love – if you love Bonsai, 
what better way to spend your spare time than caring for the 
best collection of Bonsais in Australia. They have many 
individual specimens, some quite massive, more than a 
metre high (I think of Bonsai as usually being rather small, 
even if they are trees), and in keeping with the 
surroundings, there are a few “forest” bonsais as well (see 

pictures). Some are very old, having been “trained” since 
the late 1960s though most are younger and the display is 
mind boggling – we spent a couple of hours there and I am 
not a “bonsai person”. It is a definite “must” for your next 
Canberra visit as is the Arboretum which I’ll now talk 
about.

The Bonsai Forest

Acacia howittii

The Arboretum of International Trees was envisaged by the 
Griffins in their original concepts for the design of Canberra 
and the current Arboretum lies on the hills and valley area 
to the west of Lake Burley Griffin and close to the National 
Zoo and Aquarium. It has changed in concept after the 2003 
Canberra bushfires burnt out so much to try to reflect a 21st

Century concept of a public arboretum, through a vision of 
“100 Forests” of rare and endangered species from all 
around the world, planted as forests rather than as single 
specimens. (The Arboretum actually has 104 forest plots –
they can count in Canberra, there are several plots set aside 
for trial plantings). As you can imagine, selection of just 
which species to grow was a major headache. These were 
the criteria – the species had to have:

 Recognised status as threatened in their home 
country

 Have national significance in their home country
 Have a low risk of becoming a weed



Acacia Study Group Newsletter No. 124 Page 8

 Have strong “ethnobotanical” or cultural links to 
their native habitat.

Overlying these requirements were the following 
“challenges”:

 Limited number of trees available as seed sources
 (Australian) Quarantine regulations
 Canberra’s climate (not to be sneezed at)
 The need on occasions to obtain seeds from 

extremely remote locations or war zones
 (My thought, propagating and growing-on the 

plants, many of which had rarely been cultivated 
before. I think that they aim for something like 100 
trees per forest).

Anyway, over the years they have made a start on most of 
the forest plots, only 10 of the 104 are yet to be planted. 
There are 18 Australian tree forests, one of the rarest being 
something I have never heard of, Buchan Blue Wattle, 
Acacia caerulescens, of which apparently there are only 
1700 plants in the wild near the Buchan Caves in Victoria. 
This is in fact the only wattle in the collection. The 
Woolemi Pine, Woolemia nobilis, was originally 
represented by only 80 plants in the wild but has been 
extensively propagated and the plantation we saw at the 
Arboretum was very healthy and about 1.5 m high (“the 
largest collection of Woolemi Pine in the one place 
anywhere in the world”). I was somewhat surprised to see 
they were planted on an open hillside (considering they 
grow naturally in shaded gullies) but I guess they know 
what they are doing. Other surprises were that 10 of our 18 
were Eucalypts and that the Silky Oak, Grevillea robusta 
must be considered as a rare and threatened species as it fills 
forest 51. Apparently their most endangered species is the 
Saharan cypress, Cupressus dupreziana var. dupreziana, of 
which only 230 plants exist, clinging to life in the desert of 
Algeria. A falling water table has produced desert 
conditions in which few seedlings survive so soon the plants 
in Canberra may be some of the only ones left.

The main building surrounded by forest plots

The Arboretum was surprisingly interesting. The main 
building had a fabulous timber beam roof and lots of 

displays explaining the purpose of the area as well as great 
food places. There are walking trails to see first hand many 
of the forests and you can drive through as well. There are 
several interesting sculptures on the walks and lookouts 
giving fabulous vistas over the Arboretum and Canberra. It 
is very popular with the locals, there were hundreds of cars 
there on the day we visited. Well worth spending a few 
hours there and if you have children with you, the new 
Gumnut Playground will give them lots of fun.

New Kimberley Wattles by the 
Baker’s Dozen
by Russell Barrett and Matt Barrett Kings Park and 
Plant Biology, University of Western Australia 

This article is reproduced, with permission, from the 
Magazine of the Friends of Kings Park.

Kings Park Researchers Drs Matt and Russell Barrett, 
working with leading wattle specialist Bruce Maslin at the 
Western Australian Herbarium, have just named thirteen 
new wattle species from the Kimberley – the perfect baker’s 
dozen. 

Most of the new species are only found in the north-west 
Kimberley, on rugged sandstone plateaux.  Two are named 
from the east Kimberley, one of these extending just over 
the border into the Northern Territory.  Many of these 
species are apparently very rare, being only known from a 
single location and further research is needed to determine 
whether they may be threatened by current fire patterns

The Friends of Kings Park, in conjunction with the Western 
Australian Herbarium, supported a research trip to the 
Kimberley in May 2013 that allowed the collection of a 
number of type specimens for the species described in this 
paper.  The trip was focused on recollecting known new 
species of Acacia, Triodia (desert spinifex) and Cleome
(tickweed) that are poorly known. 

Kimberley wattles show remarkable diversification on the 
remote sandstone ranges and plateaux, with species often 
having a narrow range of distribution, as little as 5–10 
kilometres. The Kimberley is now recognised as having the 
highest number of Acacia species after the south-west of 
Western Australia, with around 150 taxa known. 

With large areas of the Kimberley yet to be explored, many 
more Acacia species may yet be discovered in the region. 

This paper highlights how much remains to be discovered in 
this remote region of Australia, and the urgent need for 
further research. 

The Edkins Range Wattle was discovered while flying 
across a remote part of the west Kimberley in a helicopter 
when our pilot, Butch Maher, queried the identity of a large-
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leaved kurrajong (Brachychiton fitzgeraldianus).  Landing 
briefly to confirm the kurrajong’s identity, we found an 
unusual wattle, immediately recognisable as new. 

The Edkins Range Wattle is distinctive in having ‘minni-
ritchie’ bark, an erect, shrubby habit, and long, curved, 
sticky pods. It is only known from a small area in the 
Edkins Range in the West Kimberley, on the north side of 
the Charnley River Gorge, with the population extending for 
several kilometres. It is related to Acacia trachycarpa, from 
the Pilbara region and to A. cyclocarpa from the Prince 
Regent River area, named in our recent paper.

The field trip was highly successful, collecting potentially 
new species of spinifex (Triodia), tickweed (Cleome), 
fanflower (Goodenia), water milfoil (Myriophyllum) and 
native violet (Hybanthus) in addition to the wattles. 

Reference 
Maslin, B.R., Barrett, M.D. & Barrett, R.L. (2013). A 
baker’s dozen of new wattles highlights significant Acacia 
(Fabaceae: Mimosoideae) diversity and endemism in the 
north-west Kimberley region of Western Australia. Nuytsia 
23: 543–587.

Problem with Acacia iteaphylla

Alan and Jean Wright (members of APS Parramatta Hills 
Group in NSW) have three plants of A. iteaphylla in their 
garden, and all three plants have brown spotting on the 
phyllodes.  The oldest plant is about 4 years old and is the 
most severely affected, the two younger plants about two 
years old and only have a minor attack.

One of the younger affected plants is in the front garden and 
is about 30 metres away from the oldest plant in the back 
garden, which is then about 25 metres away from the third 
affected plant.  None of the other Acacias in the garden are 
affected.

Alan and Jean provided the accompanying photo of an 
affected phyllode, and have asked what the problem is and 
how it should be treated.

I think that the problem is the Acacia Spotting Bug (one of 
our Melbourne experts whom I showed the photo to agreed 
with this identification, although I note that it is not a 
problem that we are familiar with in Melbourne).  If any 

Study Group member is able to confirm (or otherwise) this 
identification, please let me know. 

The Acacia Spotting Bug is an endemic Australian insect 
which in some areas causes damage by injecting saliva and 
sucking sap from host plants.  In the book What Garden 
Pest or Disease is That, by Judy McMaugh, it is suggested 
that control is difficult because the bugs are rarely seen 
(Alan and Jean advise that they have not noticed any 
presence of the bug).  However, possible treatment options 
include non chemical (supplying water and nutrients to keep 
the plant actively growing) or chemical (try spraying with 
omethoate).  (I know that some Study Group members 
would disagree with the chemical spraying option, and 
would argue that the presence of these native Australian 
insects in the garden is a positive sign of biodiversity, and 
we should just leave nature to look after itself).

The Acacia Spotting Bug is a species of the plant bug genus 
Rayieria, for which (coincidentally) a revision of the genus 
has just recently been published in the journal Invertebrate 
Systematics.  The following notes relate to this revision.

The Australian Plant Bug 
Genus Rayieria

There are 11 species of Rayieria, all endemic to Australia.  
Of these 11 species, 3 are found on Acacias.  Of these, the 
most common is R. acaciae (so named because of its 
association with Acacia species).  This is found in all states 
except Tasmania, and appears to be more abundant in 
coastal areas.  It feeds on a range of different Acacia species 
(it has been recorded on A. ancistrocarpa, A. ausfeldii, A. 
platycarpa, A. flavescens, A. leptostachya, A. longifolia, A. 
mearnsii, A. melleodora, A. murrayana, A. pravissima, A. 
rivalis, A. rubida, A. saligna, A. tumida var. pilbarensis, as 
well as a number of other unidentified Acacia species, also 
Vachellia farnesiana).  The other two species that feed on 
Acacias are much less common, and are known mainly from 
Western Australia.  R. kennedyi is known only from the 
western part of WA (especially the Kennedy Range 
National Park) where it occurs mainly on A. sclerosperma
ssp. sclerosperma.  R. gearyi is known mostly from WA, 
but has also been found in SW Queensland.  It has been 
recorded from A. ancistrocarpa and A. coriacea ssp. 
pendans.  

Apart from R. acaciae, there is only one other widespread 
species, this being R. basifer, which is found in all states of 
Australia (including Tasmania).  It feeds on species of 
Eucalyptus.  The remaining species of Rayieria have a 
range of (non Acacia) host plants.  For example, one species 
known only from southern WA (R. albaornata) has been 
collected only from two species of Grevillea (G. hookeriana
ssp. apiciloba and G. juncifolia).
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In a number of references that I found, the Acacia Spotting 
Bug is referred to as being R. tumidiceps.  In accordance 
with the recent revision of Rayieria, this species has had a 
name change to R. basifer.  However, R. basifer is not 
recorded as feeding on Acacias, but feeds on species of 
Eucalyptus (as noted above).  The Acacia Spotting Bug is 
therefore most likely the newly named species Rayieria 
acaciae.

In November 1981 a species of Rayieria (collected on A. 
longifolia in Canberra) was introduced into quarantine in 
South Africa for the purpose of investigating its possible use 
as a biological control agent against the weed A. longifolia.  
This testing showed that the activities of the insect were 
restricted to Australian species of Acacia (including A. 
longifolia).  However, two of the species that were attacked 
(A. mearnsii and A. melanoxylon) were noted as being 
commercially important in South Africa (as well as being 
invasive weeds).  For this reason, it was recommended 
against releasing the insect in South Africa.  The insect was 
therefore not released, and has never been released since 
then (pers. comm.. Fiona Impson).

Note:  Anna Namyatova, who is co-author of the recent 
revision to the Rayieria genus, is keen to receive any 
records of activity of the Acacia spotting bug.  If you 
have experienced this type of damage to your Acacias, 
could you please advise Bill Aitchison of the relevant 
details – the location, when it occurred, what species of 
Acacia etc.  I will pass on to Anna any reports received.

References:
Donnelly, D. (1986): Rayieria sp. (Heteroptera: Miridae): 
Host specificity, conflicting interests, and rejection as a 
biological control agent against the weed Acacia longifolia
(Andr.) Willd, in South Africa.  Journal of the 
Entomological Society of South Africa 49(2); 183-191.

Namyatova, A. A. and Cassis, G. (2013); Systematics, 
phylogeny and host associations of the Australian endemic 
monalonline genus Rayieria Odhiambo (Insecta: 
Heteroptera: Miridae: Bryocorinae).  Invertebrate 
Systematics 27, 689-726.

Photos of Wattle Places
This month’s winner is Tony Cavanagh.  Tony writes as 
follows:

“Just a short note on wattle as a street name and the name of 
a set of apartments in Canberra.

When we were driving to the small shopping centre in 
Lyneham in Canberra in September, we passed a sign 
advertising the Acacia Gardens Apartments and suddenly 
realised we were in Wattle Street. I duly stopped and took 
appropriate pictures only to see yet another sign with a 

botanical flavour, telling us that the apartments were let by 
real estate agents Bentham Property Consultants (which 
triggered the thought of the famous English botanist George 
Bentham). Marvellous what you see on holidays".

Acacias in The News
FEI (www.fei.com) is a company that manufactures high 
power microscopes and other equipment.  Each year it 
sponsors an Image Contest, with the images entered 
illustrating microscopy skill, research and creativity.  The 
winner of the 2013 contest was recently announced, and 
was Marcos Rosada of Spain.  His winning image was of 
an Acacia dealbata flower about to open.  The flower was 
removed from the tree and put into an electron microscope 
in a fresh state, and the image taken as soon as possible to 
avoid structural damage.  All electron microscope images 
are grey scale (black and white), so false colour was added 
to the image using an image processing program.
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Books
Pests, Diseases and Beneficials – Friends and 
Foes of Australia Gardens
By David Hockings
Published by CSIRO Publishing March 2014

David Hockings is well known to many ANPSA members, 
not just in Queensland but throughout Australia.  He 
presented a paper at last year’s ANPSA Biennial 
Conference on the subject of “Lesser Known Queensland 
Native Plants for Queensland”.  In introducing him at the 
Conference, it was noted that he was a Foundation member 
of SGAP in 1957, and has “travelled extensively throughout 
Australia, locating, identifying and photographing native 
plants and insects”.

This book is very much a photographic guide to identifying 
insects and small animals that are found in Australian 
gardens.  I think that the quality of the photography in the 
book is outstanding.  For example, there is a photo of the 
acacia leaf – spotting bug, showing both the bug and the 
damage to a newly attacked phyllode.  The photo shows in 
clear detail the features of the bug (which Anna Namyatova 
tells me looks like Rayieria acaciae – see page 9).

Other specific acacia photos include the acacia flea beetle, 
acacia flower gall and acacia rust galls.  

Acacia Symposium 2001

In 2001 a Symposium was held at Dalwallinu, WA, on the 
subject of The Conservation and Utilisation Potential of 
Australian Dryland Acacias.  The proceedings of the 
symposium were published in an issue of Conservation 
Science Western Australia (Vol 4, No. 3, Dec 2002).

I have only just become aware that the proceedings are now 
available on the web (I don’t know for how long this has 
been the case).  The relevant web reference is 
http://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/about-us/science-and-
research/publications-resources/103-conservation-science-
wa-journal?showall=&start=5
or
http://www.worldwidewattle.com/infogallery/misc/acaciasy
mposium.php

There were some excellent papers presented at this 
Symposium – coming under sessions titled Systematics and 
Conservation, Commercial and Other Applications and Seed 
for Human Food.

My Old Mate The Mulga
by Des Nelson, Alice Springs

Des Nelson has written an account of his association with 
his all time favourite tree – the Mulga.  The paper was too 
long to reproduce in its entirety in our Newsletter, and the 
following extract is about the first quarter of the paper.  
The paper was written in 2008.

An Australian Aboriginal proverb proclaims, “You do not 
know the country – the country knows you”.  That describes 
the relationship between the Mulga country and myself.

A small arid zone tree, Mulga (Acacia aneura) is found over 
the best part of one million square kilometres of inland 
Australia.  In much of this area it occurs in dense thickets 
through which travel is slow and difficult.  Great care is 
needed when pushing through in a tyred-vehicle to avoid 
punctures from stakes.  Mulga trees grow to about four 
metres in height with straight trunks clothed with thin, 
upward pointing foliage which allows filtered light to 
penetrate.

My personal experience with mulga began when, at age 
eighteen I travelled to Elkedra cattle station, 500km north 
east of Alice Springs, in 1953.  I was a jackaroo, with much 
to learn.  There were many occasions when it was necessary 
to camp in the bush in connection with station duties.  
Around the run there was a variety of vegetation types.  The 
one that immediately appealed to me was the mulga 
country.  When entering alone into the dense mulga scrub 
one becomes enclosed in a secluded, private world.  Deep in 
the mulga on calm, quiet days I experienced a feeling of 
relaxation and enchantment.

When chances arose I went for longer and longer walks into 
the fascinating mulga scrub.  Although I became good at 
finding my way in the bush, I found it useful to drag a stick 
to make a scratch in the ground, making it easy to retrace 
the way.  I learned that the trunks of some mulgas, 
especially those growing in depressions where some 
moisture was retained, bore a growth of lichens.  These 
occur on the southern side of the tree and make a handy 
means of orientation.

Mulga is an asset to a station.  The dry wood is a common 
source of firewood.  Thousands of mulgas have fallen to the 
axe or the saw for use as fence posts.  Posts, and timber cut 
for other purposes were cut from living trees.  The mulga 
sap acts as a deterrent to termites.  Mulga posts more than 
half a century old can be seen, still intact.  Mulga was used 
for wall logs and roof bearers; the grain is attractive, with 
yellow sapwood and dark brown heartwood.  It is used in 
the manufacture of a multitude of artefacts, book ends, 
plaques and so forth.  Churches in Alice Springs have 
crosses made from mulga wood.  The trees are variable in 
form.  One is known as Christmas-tree mulga and is used 
for the ceremonial tree due to its neat conical shape.  Mulga 
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foliage is grazed by livestock, more so during periods of 
drought.

Mulga is very important to Aboriginal people.  When dry, 
mulga is a major source of firewood.  From the living 
timber they show much expertise in manufacturing an array 
of tools, weapons and utensils.  Long, straight stems are 
made into spears, an easy task, but some other items require 
carving and shaping.  Thick, solid branches can produce 
nulla nullas; thinner ones can be made into digging sticks, 
used as short crow bars.  The manufacture of boomerangs 
requires great expertise and patience.  Two types were made 
on Elkedra.  One has a simple curve while the other is 
furnished with an upturned spur from its end.  It is a 
formidable weapon, able to be used as a cutlass at close 
quarters.  Boards cut from mulga wood are made into 
ceremonial items such as churingas with special carvings, 
and bull roarers that are small, flat broad pieces of wood 
with pointed ends.  When these are spun at the end of a 
length of string they produce a loud, buzzing sound.  Sheets 
of mulga bark are used to enclose religious artefacts mixed 
with mulga foliage.  The items remain protected in the 
branches of a tree until required for use.

Another very important facet of mulga and its environs is its 
source of food items.  After good rainfall, mulga trees bear a 
profusion of pods.  Large quantities of the small dark seeds 
are collected, ground on stone mills, then made into small 
nutritious cakes.  A little parasitic wasp causes small edible 
green galls known as mulga apples.  A scale insect infests 
some stems, covering them with a red encrustation that is 
coated with a pleasant tasting honey-like exudation.  A 
popular food in mulga country is honey pot ants.  These 
inhabit underground chambers in which certain ants hang 
from the roof.  They are larders for the ant community, 
being filled with nectar until their abdomens swell to the 
size of a small grape.  These are tasty, being sweet, with a 
faint acidic tang.  Various plant foods grow in the mulga.  
One of my favourites is the bush bean (Rhyncharrhena 
linearis) which grows on a slender vine that climbs into the 
trees.  It is not very common but when found it is a tasty 
bonus.

The mulga scrub supports much wildlife – birds, kangaroos, 
dingoes, reptiles, insects, spiders and other invertebrates.  
The spiny tailed gecko is a soft skinned lizard which has a 
unique defence. Once, as I attempted to pick up one of 
these lizards, it cocked its tail up and then it ejected a white 
sticky fluid onto my hand.  This caused no damage, but was 
quite a surprise.  It is a defence mechanism that would deter 
an attacker.

Several species of termite are present in the mulga.  The 
most notable one is the mound builder, (Amitermes vitiosus) 
which feeds mainly on dry grass.  The mounds provided 
building material for pioneers who pounded them to 
powder, and when mixed with water, was used for mortar in 
wall constructions, as floor surfaces, tennis court surfaces 

and, from personal experience, to make water proof bottoms 
for water tanks.

Notable among the ant species is an active little jumping ant 
which defends itself by cocking its abdomen upwards and 
exuding an odouriferous fluid.

In the heat of summer a small black cicada calls at about 
dusk, and after sunset, sounding like a small didgeridoo.

Among the prolific beetle fauna are a large grey weevil, and 
a species of black scarab with a clever camouflage; it looks 
like a fresh kangaroo dropping.

A very large spider (Selenocosma stirlingi) digs its tunnel in 
the mulga country.  Its home is a vertical tube about 40cm 
in depth, that then curves upwards a short distance, 
terminating in a roomy space in which the creature can rest 
without being cramped; called “Barking Spiders”, their 
“voice” is a chirping sound.  They roam about in the night, 
more so during warm, humid weather, presenting an 
alarming sight when they appear in the light of a camp fire –
but are said to be harmless.

Of the small creatures inhabiting mulga country, the one 
which fascinates me the most are Mulga ants, known to 
some as Turkey nest ants.  Over the past years I have 
observed these ants closely.  Their nest entrances are
surrounded by a circle of interlaced mulga leaves, 20-30cm 
in diameter and 12-15cm in height.  The ants are large, dull 
black, inoffensive insects, most active during warm nights 
or on overcast days.  They use a clever method of carrying 
mulga leaves when building the wall around their nest 
entrances.  Instead of dragging a leaf along the ground as 
most ants would, the mulga ant straddles the leaf.  With 
three legs on either side, the leaf is lifted with the 
mandibles, clear of the ground.  The ant then moves easily, 
carrying the leaf to the building site.

The inner surface of the nest entrance construction is coated 
with soil.  On this, small dark spots can be seen; when these 
are dampened by rain or humidity the ants gather at these 
spots, apparently feeding from them.  On nights during dry 
weather I have poured water into the nest entrances and 
found that the ants will emerge and gather around the 
moistened spots.  It appears that they may be part of a 
fungus that grows in the mass of leaves and soil surrounding 
the funnel-like nest entrance.  Another purpose of the nest 
entrance walls would be to prevent flooding during heavy 
rain periods.

Quite a number of bird species inhabit the mulga.  Among 
the prominent species is the crested bell-bird, or kadaitcha 
bird.  It is notable for being ventriloquial, making it hard to 
locate as it “throws” its voice in the scrub – probably a 
defence ability.  Spiny cheeked honey-eaters also provide 
much early morning music, and mulga parrots can be seen 
along with other parrot species.  At night the call of a 
mopoke may be heard.  One night while dozing in my swag 
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on the ground, deep in the mulga, I was startled by the 
sound of a series of rising clucks, finishing with a burst of 
loud gobbling – the call of an owlet nightjar.

There are some plant species associated with mulga that are 
worthy of mention.  Mulga country can be divided into eco-
units.  That known as Mulga annual has a ground cover of 
relatively short living plant species, palatable to livestock.  
Mulga perennial has longer lived, not so palatable plants.  In 
this latter eco-unit there is a predominance of woollybutt 
grass (Erogrostis eriopoda), a small tough perennial which, 
when dry is a favourite food of grass eating termites.  The 
termites may graze the grass right down to its white woolly 
base, but will not eat that part.  After rain, new shoots arise 
from those bases.  Woollybutt tussocks may die in their 
centres, forming grass rings which then break into segments 
that form new tussocks; behaviour similar to some species 
of spinifex.  When the grass dies, the surface roots remain, 
looking like vegetative centipedes.

A small native fuschia shrub (Eremophila gilesii) grows 
mainly in Mulga perennial.  About 70cm high it bears an 
abundance of lilac, bell shaped flowers.  Below the plant a 
layer of furry fruits can be seen.

When conditions are suitable, a profusion of a pretty pink 
flowered annual of the type known as Pussytails (Ptilotus 
helipteroides), may be seen in Mulga annual.

A reddish prostrate caltrop-type plant occurs between mulga 
groves; (Tribulus astrocarpus) is well named, as its fruits 
are an attractive red, five pointed star.  Unfortunately, when 
the star dries it darkens in colour and breaks into segments 
that always present a vertical needle shaped spine, capable 
of piercing through the sole of a thong.

A member of the crucifer family (Stenopetalum nutans) 
may form abundant, dense communities after winter rain.  It 
bears strange thread-like petals.  At night, this species emits 
a powerful pungent odour, no doubt to attract particular 
creatures to assist with pollination.  The only common name 
I have heard for this plant is Spunk weed.

The Mulga tree is a wattle and is very attractive when 
flowering, with bright yellow spike-type flowers.  Apart 
from the dense scrub it forms, it occurs in other localities 
such as on hill slopes and peaks, in places of sandy desert 
and as part of the tree component in open woodland 
country.

Kangaroos are the most frequently encountered mammal in 
the pristine deep mulga.  Sometimes a thumping sound is 
heard in the night when roos are moving about.  Far less 
common are dingoes, which may make their presence 
known by their howling, usually in the night.  Very often, 
nights in the mulga are spent in complete silence or with the 
faint whispering of a breeze passing through the tree 
canopies.

A feature of the various types of bush country is their 
special aroma, especially during wet weather.  There is the 
smell reminiscent of coal gas from wet gidgees, while
spinifex country gives off a resinous scent.  Mulga has its 
own quite pleasant fragrance.  Even the smell from the fire 
of different firewood species can be detected. The quality of 
mulga firewood varies from place to place.  In one area the 
wood may burn rapidly with a bright flame; in another the 
timber may burn slowly, with much less brilliance.

Mulga trees are very susceptible to damage from fire.  I 
have often said that you can kill a mulga with a match, and 
have seen cases of destruction of mulga country by bush 
fires, but the most dramatic deserves a special mention.

During 1964 I made a plant collecting trip into the desert 
area of the western region of Central Australia.  Between 
the Kintore and Ehrenberg ranges was an extensive, healthy, 
untouched mulga scrub growing on a sandy plain.  It was a 
most pleasing sight to an admirer of mulga, such as I.  Very 
little traffic passed through that part of the country.  There 
was no settlement at Kintore at that time.

The opportunity to visit this area came about in 1983 when I 
went out to make an ecological survey.  I was keen to revisit 
the beautiful mulga scrub I had seen twenty years 
previously.  To my dismay, I found that fire had destroyed 
over 90% of the trees.  The plain was covered by charcoal 
and ugly blackened stumps.

The road to the now established Kintore settlement passed 
through the centre of the area.  In many cases, fires begin 
along the edges of roads proceeding to inhabited places.  
Whether this had been the reason for the conflagration 
which destroyed this large scrub I do not know.  Whatever 
the reason, the effect was disastrous.

Some maintain that it is good for the country to burn but in 
the case of mulga I am not convinced.  In old mulga scrub 
that has not been burned, a natural equilibrium is attained.  
There is a range of trees, some very old, some dead and 
fallen, and various sizes of younger trees including 
seedlings.  There is plenty of litter among which grasses and 
other herbage grows; wildlife thrives.  It is a neat, peaceful 
ecosystem sustained by natural recycling.  It does not need 
fire, which can destroy the system to a degree that requires 
many years to recover – if it does, at all.  By all means burn 
spinifex country – it recovers quickly; but, leave the mulga 
alone – it looks after itself.
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YELLOW WATTLE

It is the shining glory of our hills and streams:
when other flowers lie hidden, it radiates forth
its richest treasures of gold, shines through the 

wilderness,
illuminates the ragged breaks between the scrub.

floods will not drown it, nor fire destroy it;
after forest fires, seeds germinate more freely.
when neglected it flourishes, yet it takes kindly

to cultivation, in park and along the roadside verge.

poets and prophets have searched for epithets:
‘apples of silver in baskets of gold’. it expresses
all moods. there is the silver wattle for gladness,

the weeping wattle for grief. the fortunate may rejoice
in its billowing splendour, the bereaved find gentle

solace as if gathered in as one, unto its tender grace.

Ian Campbell
Sydney/Melbourne, September 2006

Ian explains (28 February 2014) that the above short poem 
was based on some lines from a review of his grandfather’s 
‘Wattle book’ in 1921. He doesn’t know who wrote the 
review, but he has taken/selected/adapted some lines of the 
prose review and fashioned them into a poem. The poem 
tries to preserve the ‘flavour/language’ of that review from 
1921 and draws on, and responds to, the photos by AJ 
Campbell. It is on the web by courtesy of the Pinkerton 
Forest Landcare group – http://www.pinkertonforest.com
section about European heritage of that area.  

Seed Bank

An up to date list of species held in our Seed Bank was 
included in Newsletter No. 122 (September 2013).  Recent 
additions to the Seed Bank are A. costiniana, A. dallachiana
and A. lucasii.

The procedure for requesting seed from the Seed Bank is as 
follows.  Study Group members are entitled to lodge up to 3 
orders per member per year, with 18 packets maximum in 
each order (negotiable).  There is a charge of $2.40 in 
relation to each order, to cover the cost of a padded post bag 
and postage.  The $2.40 may be paid in stamps or by direct 
credit to our Group’s bank account.  Some members include 
an additional payment with their annual subscriptions to 
cover the Seed Bank charge.

Requests for seed may be lodged in either of the following 
ways:

1. By email to our Study Group email address, 
acaciastudygroup@gmail.com (emails to this
address go directly to both Victoria and Bill 
Aitchison).  If you make a request by email, you 
will also need to make the necessary payment by 
one of the above methods.  If you are paying by 
stamps, these should be mailed to Bill Aitchison, 
13 Conos Court, Donvale, Vic 3111.

2. By mail (enclosing stamps if required).  These 
requests should be posted to Bill Aitchison 
(address as in the previous paragraph).  Bill will 
then advise Victoria of the request.

Although we do purchase some seed from commercial 
sources, we also rely upon donations of seed.  If you are 
able to help with any seed donations they would be very 
welcome (we would ask you to post any donations to Bill 
Aitchison, who will forward them on to Victoria).  It also 
helps enormously if you are able to clean, sort and label the 
seed correctly.  Also, we would like to have provenance 
information for all seed in the seed bank – so if you donate 
any seed, could you also provide any information you have 
in relation to provenance.

We would like to maintain some data on your results in 
propagating seed from the Seed Bank.  We would therefore 
ask if you could provide a report on your results, recording 
information on species, number of seeds sown, number 
germinated and days after sowing.

We have recently received donations of seed from Judy 
Barker, Phil Price, Ian Tranter, Victoria Tanner and Bill 
Aitchison.  Thank you to all of you.

Study Group Membership
Acacia Study Group membership for 2013/14 is as follows:

$7 (newsletter sent by email)
$10 (hardcopy of newsletter posted in Australia)
$20 (hardcopy of newsletter posted overseas) 
Subscriptions may be sent to:
Bill Aitchison
13 Conos Court
Donvale, Victoria 3111

Subscriptions may also be paid directly to our Account at 
the Bendigo Bank.  Account details are:
Account Name:  ASGAP Acacia Study Group
BSB:  633-000
Account Number:  130786973
If you pay directly to the Bank Account, please advise us by 
email (acaciastudygroup@gmail.com).


