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From The Leader 

 
Dear Members 
 
The ANPSA Biennial Conference is being held in Hobart in 
January, and registrations close on 15 December.  I will not 
be attending the Conference, but I am sure there will be a 
number of Acacia Study Group members who will be there.  
Each Study Group has been invited to prepare a poster 
display – the Conference is being held at Wrest Point hotel, 
and a waterfront boardwalk is available during the 
conference week for displays.  I am very pleased to advise 
that one of our Tasmanian members, John Boevink, has 
offered to coordinate our Study Group display.  However, 
John would very much appreciate assistance from other 
Study Group members.  If you are planning to be at the 
Conference, and would be happy to be involved with the 

display, could you perhaps let me know and I will put you 
in touch with John.  A table and notice board will be 
supplied for each display. The Conference organisers have 
pointed out that Tasmanian quarantine regulations make it 
difficult to bring in any plants, but where possible they 
would encourage local members to provide samples of any 
plant material. 
 
Previous Study Group newsletters have been available on 
the ANPSA website for some time 
(http://anpsa.org.au/acaciaSG/ASG-news.html).  Until 
recently, all newsletters from Newsletter No. 71 (July 1994) 
onwards were available on the website.  The library of 
newsletters on the website has recently been extended 
considerably, with the addition of the newsletters numbered 
1 to 70 (dating from March 1968 to December 1993), as 
well as 19 unnumbered newsletters (dating from 1961 to 
1967).  Thanks to Sheryl Backhouse and Brian Walters for 
coordination of this recent project.  The set of past 
newsletters held on the website is now a complete set of all 
past newsletters with the exception of 6 of the very earliest 
newsletters issued between 1961 and 1963.  If there is 
anyone who has copies of any of these very early 
newsletters, please let me know (I should note that a few 
years ago I did some extensive searching for these missing 
newsletters, but without success).  The membership of the 
Study Group in its very early days was very small, and very 
few newsletters would have been produced, so I am not 
optimistic that we will find these missing newsletters. 
 
Thank you to all members who have paid their membership 
renewals for the 2017/18 year.  If you have not already paid 
your subscription, it would be appreciated if you could 
attend to this (or let me know if you do not wish to renew).   
 
 
Bill Aitchison 
 

http://anpsa.org.au/acaciaSG/ASG-news.html)
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From Members and Readers 

 
Jennie Epstein (Little River, Vic) wrote (27 August 2017) 
as follows: 
 
“I just thought I'd let you know about an Acacia pycnantha I 
planted (grown from local seed) in about 2003. It has grown 
into a rather lovely specimen, and is still flowering 
profusely every year.  It has never set seed as the fruit 
develops galls, so it seems to be putting most of its energy 
into growing.  This is the only plant of this species in the 
garden that has grown to anywhere near this dimension, and 
most start to senesce after about eight years of age.  Have 
other people seen similar occurrences with plants afflicted 
with galls? 
 
I live in Little River, near Geelong, Victoria, and there is 
some uncertainty as to whether Acacia pycnantha is actually 
indigenous to this area.  I think I read somewhere that early 
settlers broadcast seed of this species brought in from other 
locations - even as far as South Australia.  It actually 
appears to be quite weedy on the local grassland dominated 
volcanic plains, and has taken over in reserves alongside 
roads and railway lines, dominating indigenous grassland 
species. Because of the large amount of soil stored seed, 
controlled burns only knock it back for a few years.  I think 
a concerted effort will be required to increase the frequency 
of burning to improve the outcome for local wildflowers.” 
   
In a subsequent email, Jennie advises that she thinks her A. 
pycnantha which has been afflicted by the galls must be at 
least 5m high (and similar width).  She recalls a few years 
ago a green army group assisting the local council with 
cutting and pasting herbicide on A. pycnantha plants 
growing in a roadside reserve, so they must see them as 
being invasive. 
 

 
Jennie’s Acacia pycnantha 

 
No doubt in some situations there can be no doubt as to 
whether a particular species is native or introduced to a 
particular area, but in other situations (such as A. pycnantha 

in Jennie’s area) it must be more problematic to determine 
whether or not a species has been introduced. 

 
******** 

Maria Hitchcock (Armidale, NSW) comments that it has 
been very dry, but the wattles have been glorious – she is 
not sure why.  She provided the following photo of Acacia 
adunca, taken in her garden.  
 

 
Acacia adunca                                                Photo: M Hitchcock 

 
******** 

Thanks to Bill Molyneux for clarifying one aspect of Ian 
Campbell’s article in our previous Newsletter (No. 137, 
June 2017), (Australian Botanical Links to Uruguay).  In 
that article Ian made reference to Eucalyptus obliqua 
L’herit, and stated that it was named after the French 
botanist L’heritier – Bill points out that the article should 
have stated that the species was named by L’heritier, not 
after him.   
 
Ian comments that Bill is correct – his article was an early 
rendering, a few months before he presented his talk in July.  
Ian notes that the French botanist invited by Banks to work 
at Kew and who identified the eucalyptus genus and this 
first species in 1788 was Charles-Louis L’Heritier de 
Brutelle.  Ian then comments further as follows: 
  
“However, the intriguing aspect is that in the Spanish 
language identification, by Argentinian botanical authorities 
in 2002 for the editors of the annotated herbarium and 
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facsimile edition of the 1956 Neruda poem and pressed 
plant items, the reference is to Eucaliptus L’Herit (sic).  In 
other words, they didn’t recognize the ‘obliqua’ reference, 
as we might in Australian botanical references.   
 
An acacia example – see photo image from the Lussich 
Arboretum I refer to in the article – showing, inter alia, the 
seeds of ‘acacia longifolia’; the common name and the 
botanical name in Uruguay is ‘acacia trinervis’.  
 
Once we move out of Australia what gets emphasized, even 
in botanical terms, can shift, in emphasis and depending on 
the whim of the particular botanist, it seems. 
 
The common name for Acacia dealbata in Uruguay is 
Aromo/a, a general word also for ‘wattle’, and also ‘acacia 
dorada’ = ‘golden wattle’.” 
 

 
Lussich Arboretum                                            Photo I Campbell 

 
 

******** 
 
Des Nelson (Alice Springs, NT) wrote (6 September 2017) 
as follows: 
 
“We have had no worthwhile rain since February.  We had 
no wildflowers on the block this season.  Trees and shrubs 
are hanging on well except for Sennas which are beginning 
to show stress.  Two Acacia species have burst into bloom.  
They flower at the same time every year with no regard to 
the weather whether it be wet or dry.  First one, A. victoriae, 
which grows several km west of us (it prefers a better class 
of soil than the sandy dirt we have).  It started flowering 
during the last two weeks of August.  The other species, 
which likes our soil, flowered exactly on September the 
first.  Our A. kempeana, A. salicina and A. estrophiolata 
have gone on strike, also our few A. aneura.  They are 
holding out for a break in the weather which we are hoping 
may not be too far away.” 
 

******** 

Brendon Stahl (Elliminyt, Vic) reported (11 September 
2017) on the Acacias flowering in his garden, and on 
“Wattle Day” celebrations at the Colac Botanic Gardens. 
 
“We moved to Elliminyt four and a half years ago which 
was virtually a blank canvas in the garden. 
 
I am now seeing the fruits of my planting and have a good 
lot of acacias flowering. 
 
In August I had the following acacias flowering:- alata, 
baileyana, beckleri, boormanii, buxifolia, decurrens, 
dodonaeifolia, drummondii ssp grossus, exemia, 
genistifolia, iteaphylla, leprosa 'Scarlet Blaze', longifolia, 
myrtifolia, podalyriifolia, provincialis, pycnantha, stricta, 
suaveolens, verniciflua. 
 
Up to 11 September, the following have flowered:- 
acinacea, cognata x verniciflua 'Curtain Call', howittii 
'Cranberry Honeybun', lasiocarpa 'Little Lassie'. 
 
On 1 September, the Friends of the Colac Botanic Gardens 
celebrated Wattle Day with a walk, conducted by the 
Garden’s Head Gardener, Lawrence Towers, looking at all 
of the thirty three acacias planted in the Botanic Gardens.  
The Friends Group have produced a brochure detailing 
where all of the Acacias can be located.” 
 

******** 
Marion Simmons (Legana, Tas) comments (18 September 
2017) that in spite of having some older early plants taken 
out, her Acacias flowering this year have been quite brilliant 
and still are.  She has a few hybrids amongst them, which is 
a bit tricky when one comes to give them a name.  Marion 
notes that even the local form of A. dealbata that is growing 
along the highway in with a host of A. baileyana have put 
on a brilliant show as well – it is a pleasure to see them. 
 

******** 
In our September 2016 Newsletter (No. 134) Natalie Peate 
(Blackburn, Vic) referred to a low growing form of A. 
redolens growing brilliantly on the nature strip in front of 
her house.  Natalie advises (29 September 2017) that this 
plant was absolutely magnificent at that time, better than 
ever!  She notes that passers by stop to admire it and some, 
including her local butcher, want to get one.  But it is not 
easy to find in nurseries, and Natalie admits that she has 
been a bit lazy in wanting to propagate some, which she has 
done from cuttings in the past.  She will collect some seed 
but the seed hasn’t been viable when she has tried it before. 
 

******** 
Sandra McKenzie and Lib Bartholomeusz are members 
of the APS Northern Yorke Peninsula Group in SA, and on 
Saturday 26 August assisted the Group in promoting Wattle 
Day with a stall at the Kadina Markets.  As part of the 
celebration they pinned sprigs of A. pycnantha on people’s 
jackets.  They anticipated that some people would complain 
that they were allergic to Acacia pollen, and so they 
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prepared an information sheet which they hoped would 
change their minds.  This information sheet is reproduced 
on page 10 of this newsletter.  Lib comments that she was 
amazed at how many people kept their distance from the 
wattles, and she was so glad that they had the article at 
hand.  But it was a great day and financially successful, 
although very cold (just 1°C before the photo below was 
taken). 
 

 
APS Northern Yorke Peninsula celebrate Wattle Day 2017 

 
******** 

Max Kerr (Wallinduc, Vic) wrote as follows: 
 
“Over the years, I have collected Wattle Day badges, a lot 
of them have South Australian origins.  Wattle Day, the 1st 
of September, is often mentioned on Radio National.  I have 
included photos of some of badges and a bit of printed 
material regarding Wattle Day.” 
 
Max attached photos of about 19 Wattle Day badges – 
including the following photo.  The printed material that he 
refers to was an extract from A J Campbell’s 1920 book, 
Golden Wattle. 
 

 
Some Wattle Day badges                                         Photo M Kerr 

 
******** 

Victoria Tanner has drawn attention to the following 
article: 

http://www.theseedcollection.com.au/blog/our-blog/Seed-
Treatments-Soaking-Scarification-Stratification 
 
Victoria notes that she found it informative, and although 
written for vegetables, she suggests that it can be applied to 
natives such as acacias. 
 
 

Don Perrin 
 
It is with sadness that we report the passing of Don Perrin 
on 13 September 2017.  Don was first recorded as being a 
member of the Acacia Study Group in 1968, so his 
membership dates back for nearly 50 years (and perhaps 
even longer). 
 
In 1968, Don was living in Springwood in NSW, but he 
moved to Queensland, and in 1984 he joined the Redcliffe 
Australian Plants Club, which then became the Redcliffe 
District Branch of the Society for Growing Australian 
Plants.   
 
Don was an active member of the Acacia Study Group, 
making regular contributions to the Newsletter and also in 
his support of the Seed Bank.  His most recent donation of 
seeds to the Seed Bank was Acacia bauerlenii (I currently 
have some small seedlings that were propagated from Don’s 
seed).  
 
Although I had regular communications with Don, I only 
met him on one occasion, when Sue and I were on holiday 
in Queensland and he invited us to Redcliffe Botanic 
Gardens and so enthusiastically guided us around the 
Gardens.  The website of the Moreton Bay Regional 
Council states that “Don Perrin is an icon of the Moreton 
Bay region and was instrumental in establishing the 
Redcliffe Botanic Gardens”.  Don’s contribution to the 
Moreton Bay region was recognized with the establishment 
of The Don Perrin Environmental Bursary.  This study grant 
was established to honour Don’s contribution to the 
community.  Each year, Moreton Bay Regional Council 
offers a $2,000 study grant to assist a resident of the region 
with their tertiary education expenses during their first year 
of an environmentally based university degree. 
 
Don loved wattles in general, but had some particular 
passions, for example he was a great supporter of Wattle 
Day.  He also referred to the “irrational scapegoating of 
wattle” as a cause of hay fever on numerous occasions.   
 
I received a letter from Don, written in early September, just 
a few days before his death.   
 
In that letter, he referred to a symbol (reproduced below) 
which he explained is a symbol of Australia, and he 
commented that the whole circle is very dear to his heart.  
 

http://www.theseedcollection.com.au/blog/our-blog/Seed-Treatments-Soaking-Scarification-Stratification
http://www.theseedcollection.com.au/blog/our-blog/Seed-Treatments-Soaking-Scarification-Stratification
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Don commented that: 
 
“September 1st should become Australia Day (Republican 
Day).  You know I’ve been belting this drum for a long 
time.  I’ve seen photos of our prime ministers on solemn 
occasions, spray of wattle on breast.  (It’s not just for 
solemn occasions, CELEBRATE!!). 
 
I’ve also attached a little “poem” I’ve been trotting out since 
about 1995AD ie plant a wattle for Australia.” 
 
For Australia for beauty untold, 
For the Republic – take a spade 
And vote for Green and Gold 

- Don Perrin 
 
Don also included with his letter a newspaper clipping from 
the Sydney Morning Herald, 1st September 2017.  The 
clipping was a letter to the editor, written by Warwick 
Taylor, of Gladesville.  The letter supported the suggestion 
that Wattle Day should become Australia Day: -  
 
“No empire overtones, no exclusion of Western Australians 
(the Dutch got there 200 years before Cook) and a great 
time of year to have a day off.  Too many public holidays in 
the first half of the year.  To cap it all, it should be the day 
Australia is proclaimed a republic.” 
 

Common Names of Acacias 
 
Max Kerr (Wallinduc, Vic) recently wrote to me as 
follows: 
 
“I have enjoyed reading the articles sent in by the members, 
but I have little knowledge of Acacias myself.  On my 
travels to Queensland, NSW and South Australia I have 
been confused when I ask local people to identify species 
for me.  I am given names such as Boree, Mulga, Gidgee, 
Myall, Waddie, Balah, to name a few.  However, sometimes 
in different districts a species named in one place, is called 
by another name somewhere else.  Brigalow is another 
name that comes to mind. 
 
Could anyone recommend a Reference book that has the 
common title and the botanical correct name as well?” 
 
I responded to Max, and commented that I think it would be 
difficult to find a single reference book that would ideally 
meet his objective.  I suggested that perhaps the best option 
would be Volume 2 of the Encyclopaedia of Australian 
Plants (Elliot and Jones).  I tried using this book with the 

various common names listed by Max, and it worked for all 
of them (except for Balah – I can’t find this listed anywhere 
as a common name for an Acacia – perhaps it is a reference 
to Babul, which is a common name sometimes applied to 
Vachellia nilotica (previously Acacia nilotica).  
 
A few years ago, I started compiling a data base of common 
names of Acacias (the information being derived from a 
range of reference sources).  I also started putting together 
some information on the derivation and meaning of some of 
the common names.  Max’s question prompted me to think 
that maybe some more work could be done on this project.  
Are there are Study Group members who may be interested 
in taking part in a project of this nature?  Let me know if 
you may be interested. 
 
 

More on Acacia phasmoides 
 
Warren and Gloria Sheather’s article on Acacia 
phasmoides in our previous newsletter (No. 137) prompted 
a number of responses. 
 
Bill Molyneux suggested that it would be worth including 
an explanation of the origin of the specific name 
(phasmoides).  The species was described by Dr Jim Willis 
in a paper published in Muelleria in 1967 (Muelleria 1: 
121).  In that paper, Dr Willis explained the derivation of 
the species name, as follows: 
 
“The epithet was bestowed in order to emphasize the 
extremely open, wraith-like appearance of this insubstantial 
shrub.” 
 
Dr Willis described it as a “very slenderly branched open 
shrub 1-2m (3-6 feet) or rarely to 3m high”.  Interestingly, it 
seems that in cultivation it can grow much larger and much 
bushier than in the wild.  I recently had the opportunity to 
visit Alan Gibb’s garden at Bobinawarrah in north eastern 
Victoria.  One of the A. phasmoides in his garden must be 
about 4m x 4m, and very bushy (see photo below).  Another 
plant in Alan’s garden is nowhere near as large, which Alan 
attributes to this being in a much drier part of the garden – 
the larger plant is in the middle of a lawn area which gets 
more moisture. 
 
Although he never saw the plant, Alan believes that a plant 
that had been growing in a garden at Henty (north of Albury 
in NSW) would be the largest that he has been aware of.  
This plant got too large for the owners’ liking, and they cut 
it out.  But they gave Alan a section of the trunk, which he 
still has and notes that it is about 6 inches in diameter.  Alan 
believes that this plant benefited from good rainfall and it 
may also have been on a dripper system. 
 
The species’ apparent liking for some moisture in 
cultivation is consistent with Alan’s observations of the 
plant in the wild.  He recalls that the first plants he saw in 
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the wild at Pine Mountain in NE Victoria were growing 
beside a creek (in very little soil, but largely decayed 
vegetable matter).  He understands that plants growing in 
NSW are also mostly near a creek. 
 

 
Alan Gibb and Acacia phasmoides 

 
Marion Simmons (Legana, Tas) was interested in the 
article on A. phasmoides, but has written to tell of a 
disappointing event with her plant.  She comments that she 
had this wattle growing from about 1993 and flowering 
well.  It had a bit of die back last year but was OK.  
However, it was inadvertently cut out this year by some 
workers doing a clean-up in the garden – before she realized 
what they were doing.  She now has a few cuttings in, but 
they haven’t rooted yet.  (Alan Gibb tells me that some 
years ago he tried propagating the species from cuttings, but 
was not successful – but that doesn’t mean that Marion 
won’t be successful). 
 
Neil and Wendy Marriott (Panrock Ridge, Black Range, 
Vic) have also provided some further observations, as 
follows: 
 
“We were interested to read the excellent article by Warren 
and Gloria Sheather in the last newsletter on the rare and 
endangered Acacia phasmoides, the ‘Phantom Wattle’.  We 
have been growing this species with great success in our 
gardens for many years now and have numerous specimens, 
all of which set a small amount of seed.  We will save some 
for the seed bank this spring!! 
 
In 2006 our largest plant, which was around 2m tall and 1.5 
m wide was burnt out in a bad bushfire that swept through 
our property.  Within a few months hundreds of shoots 
appeared from the area around the original plant, often 
metres away.  Examination showed that these were 
sprouting from epicormic buds on the roots of the original 
plant, and in common with most Acacias these can be a long 
way from the trunk.  Investigation of the descriptions of this 
species reveal no information on this habit, and we were 
most amazed that it happened.  

This brings me back to the name ‘Phantom Wattle’ given to 
the species by the late Jim Willis, former head of the 
Melbourne Herbarium.  At a talk given by Jim that I 
attended many years ago as a boy, I can clearly remember 
him talking about this rare plant from Pine Mountain in NE 
Victoria.  He explained that when he and his associates 
visited the mountain to inspect the plants they would have 
to search far and wide to re-locate them.  One year they 
would be at one site, then somewhere completely different 
on the next visit!!  Hence the name ‘Phantom’ as it kept on 
disappearing only to reappear at a new site!! 
 
I wonder if the reason for this was due to its ability to re-
shoot from epicormic buds on its roots always in a different 
location to the previous plant?  Food for thought. 
 
Has any other member noted this root suckering habit in 
Acacia phasmoides?” 
 
In 2010, a National Recovery Plan for Acacia phasmoides 
was published, and the following paragraph taken from that 
report refers to both the species preference for some 
moisture, and its response to fire: 
 
“Given its apparent preference for seasonally damp 
situations, climate change may pose a substantial threat to 
the Phantom Wattle, through increased drying of sites.  The 
effect of fire on germination from seed and the longevity of 
the soil seed bank are not known.  Plants in NSW were 
observed in 2000 to be vigorously suckering from 
rootstocks following some die-back due to dry conditions (J. 
Briggs, pers. comm.) and it seems likely that the species 
would have the ability to resprout from rootstock following 
a fire event.” 
 
Reference: 
Sutter, G. 2010. National Recovery Plan for Phantom 
Wattle Acacia phasmoides. Department of Sustainability 
and Environment, East Melbourne.  
 

Acacia gunnii  
by Warren and Gloria Sheather, Yarrowyck, NSW 
 
This is part of a continuing series of articles on wattles of 
the Northern Tablelands of NSW.   
 
A. gunnii, the Ploughshare Wattle, is another of the many 
wattles that occur on the Northern Tablelands of NSW.  
 
The Ploughshare Wattle is a small, erect shrub reaching a 
height of one metre. 
 
The phyllodes are dark green, triangular and crowned with a 
sharp point.  The phyllode shape gives rise to the common 
name.  
 
The flowers are held in globular clusters of from 20 to 30 
individual flowers.  They are usually cream to pale yellow 
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or sometimes yellow.  The specimens observed, on the 
Northern Tablelands, have cream flowers.  One 
inflorescence is carried in the axil of each phyllode and 
appears in spring.   
 
The pods are straight and constricted between the seeds. 
 
This wattle is probably small enough to be considered for 
inclusion in rockeries and cottage gardens. 
A. gunnii was previously known as A. vomeriformis. 
 

 
Acacia gunnii                                           Photo W & G Sheather 

 
The Ploughshare Wattle is found in all eastern states, 
including Tasmania, as well as South Australia.  The species 
is considered rare in Queensland and South Australia. There 
are also records of two collections made in southwest 
Western Australia.  
 
The species name honours Ronald Campbell Gunn (1808-
1881) a pioneer botanist and scientist in Tasmania. 
 

Acacia amblygona  
by Warren and Gloria Sheather, Yarrowyck, NSW 
 
This is part of a series of articles by Warren and Gloria 
Sheather on interesting species in our Study Group Seed 
Bank. 

 
Acacia amblygona, the Fan Wattle, is another interesting 
species from the Seed Bank List. 
 
A. amblygona is a variable species that ranges in height 
from a ground covering growth habit to a shrub about 1.5 
metres tall.  Phyllodes are usually ovate to elliptical up to 
one centimetre long crowned with a sharp point.  Bright 
yellow flowers are carried in globular clusters in the 
phyllode axils.  They cover plants from late winter to spring 
and are both profuse and conspicuous.  Seed pods may be 
curled or twisted and often coiled. 
 

There is a prostrate form known as “Winter Gold”.  This 
form is usually grown from cuttings to ensure that the 
prostrate growth habit is maintained.  The photo is of our 
prostrate specimen.   
 
The seeds in the Seed Bank are probably from the upright 
form. 
 
A. amblygona is found in coastal and western areas in New 
South Wales as well as Queensland.  
The species name means obtuse angle but the significance 
to this wattle is not clear. 
 
 

 
Acacia amblygona                                    Photo W & G Sheather 

 
Acacias in Namibia 2016/17 

By Wolf-Achim Roland, Solingen 

 
We arrived on 26.12.16 in Windhoek and spent the first two 
nights at Naankuse Lodge near the airport.  The area was 
very dry, so we did not find any insects on a hike in the 
area.  Predominant Acacias were Senegalia mellifera and 
Senegalia hereroensis, the latter in full bloom. 
 
The second stop was Kambaku, a lodge in the plain 
northwest of the Waterberge.  Again, there were S. mellifera 
and S. hereroensis, as well as Vachellia erioloba and 
Vachellia luederitzii.  It had been raining, so many insects 
were found on the Acacias. 
 
Further north - outside the small town of Otavi - is the 
Gabus Game Ranch on the edge of the Otavi mountain 
range.  Otavi  together with  Grootfontein and Tsumeb form 
the so-called “Corn-Triangle”, an intensely cultivated area 
with high rainfall. 
 
In addition to S. mellifera and V. luederitzii, there were 
several Vachellia tortilis on the farm. 
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On the B8, just before Rundu, the gate to the Caprivi, we 
rested under a Vachellia erioloba presenting the 
characteristic broad beans. 
 
Outside Rundu we stayed at the Hakusembe Lodge, right on 
the Kavango. 
 
In the hotel garden, I found a broad, low-branched, Candle-
Acacia.  This was my first encounter with Vachellia 
hebeclada ssp. chobiensis, which occurs only in northern 
Namibia along the Kavango and the Chobe / Kwando rivers. 
 
In the Caprivi strip, Acacias are not as common as in the dry 
middle of Namibia. Along the Kavango there grow large (to 
25 m high) Senegalia nigrescens (Knobthorn) with the big 
knobs on the trunk, where sharp hook-thorns sit.  Senegalia 
ataxacantha can also be found. 
 
The Acacias were more strongly represented again in the 
savannah in the East Caprivi, where we visited the 
Lianshulu Lodge.  I found no more Vachellia hebeclada ssp. 
tristis, which I had seen in former years there.  We 
discovered many stately caterpillars on Vachellia erioloba. 
 
In addition, there were some specimens of the yellow-bark 
Senegalia erubescens, also recognizable by the backward 
curved rachis of the leaves. 
 

 
Senegalia erubescens 

 
Next we crossed the border to Botswana and stayed four 
days at the Ngoma Safari Lodge.  The area is dominated by 
Combretum species.  There was a Vachellia nilotica in the 
floodplains below the lodge. 
 
The area seems too wet for Acacias.  Only Senegalia 
schweinfurthii (River scrambling Acacia) can cope with 
seasonal flooding. 
 
Back in Namibia we stayed at the Namushasha Lodge, just 
30km away from Lianshula.  The "African Wattle" 
Peltophorum africanum owes its name to the similarity with 
the Australian acacias ("wattles"). 

Passing Divundu and Rundu we drove back to the Namibian 
heartland.  Near Grootfontein we stayed in the Bush-Baby-
lodge where Hanni managed to get rid of her diarrhoea. 
 
Beside Senegalia mellifera I found a Vachellia luederitzii 
with very long straight thorns as well as powerful hook-
thorns.  It is difficult to distinguish from Vachellia reficiens.  
A feature is the number of pinnae pairs, which are 3-8 in V. 
luederitzii; and 1-4 for V. reficiens. 
 

 
Peltophorum africanum (the “African Wattle”) 

 
 

 
Vachellia luederitzii 

 
The next stop was Okonjima near Otjiwarongo.  In the dry 
landscape, there were again more Acacias, e.g. Senegalia 
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erubescens, Vachellia erioloba, Vachellia luederitzii and 
Vachellia hebeclada ssp. hebeclada.  The beans of V. 
hebeclada nearly all showed drill holes.  Inside the fruits we 
found the longhorn-beetle Enaretti castelnaudi. 
 
The Waterberg Guest Farm is located at the Kleine 
Waterberg.  In the plane, V. hebeclada, V. luederitzii, V. 
erioloba are frequent.  Only in this area have I so far found 
Senegalia cinerea (= S. fleckii), which is difficult to 
distinguish from S. erubescens.  An important feature are 
the thorns on the underside of the rachis of S. cinerea. 
 
The last stop was Ondekaremba near Windhoek airport.  On 
the banks of the river stood the very large Vachellia karroo 
in full bloom. 
 
Several large Camel Thorn trees, Vachellia erioloba, bore 
plenty of fruit. 
 
It is well known that young Acacia trees form more and 
longer thorns than "grown" trees to protect their leaves.  
With a picture from such a thorn-thicket, I say goodbye to 
this journey. 
 
Wolf-Achim Roland, Solingen, 11.9.17 
 
Note:  The original version of this article included a 
significant number of other photos that are not shown 
above.  The full article, together with all the photos, can be 
accessed at the Acacia World website (acacia-world.net).   

 

Acacias in the News 
 
Quite commonly at this time of year, one finds references in 
the daily press in relation to the impact of pollen on allergy 
sufferers.  A report in Sydney’s Sunday Telegraph 
newspaper on 20 August 2017 referred to allergy sufferers 
already sniffing as an unseasonably warm winter sparks 
early pollen blooms in trees across NSW. 
 
The article quoted Sydney Pollen Count’s Professor Connie 
Katelaris as saying that both native and exotic trees in our 
gardens are to blame.  Prof Katelaris was reported as saying: 
 
“We’ve got casuarinas and pine trees starting to pollinate 
and all the park trees, the European trees like oak and elm 
and birch, they are all starting to let out their pollen. 
 
People blame the wattle because it’s flowering everywhere 
but it’s not a particularly serious allergen.” 
 

******** 
 
Each year the Wattle Day Association confers a Golden 
Wattle Award on National Wattle Day (1st September). The 
award recognises the actions or achievements of an 

Australian or Australians whose contributions in the past 12 
months deserve special acknowledgement by Australians.   
 
This year, the joint winners of the Golden Wattle Award 
were Gold Logie winner Samuel Johnson, and his 
terminally ill sister, Connie.  The Award recognises and 
honours the wonderful bond between Connie and Samuel 
and their journey together with Connie’s illness.  They have 
shared their fight against Connie’s cancer with the 
Australian community and in doing so have raised millions 
of dollars for research through their Love your Sister 
organisation.   
 
Further information is available at wattleday.asn.au. 
 

******** 
 
Michael Kalman (Thornleigh, NSW) has drawn attention 
to an article that appeared in the Sydney Morning Herald 
(1st September 2017) relating to National Wattle Day 
possibly being the new Australia Day.  Amongst other 
things, the article referred to the author D H Lawrence’s 
visit to Australia in 1922, and noted that the sight of wattle 
lighting up the land in springtime moved him to write in his 
book, Kangaroo, that it was “as if angels had flown right 
down out of the softest gold regions of heaven to settle here, 
in the Australian bush.” 
 
The article included quotations from Terry Fewtrell, 
President of the Wattle Day Association, and also from the 
Indigenous author, journalist and commentator Stan Grant. 
 
 

Seed Bank 
 
An up to date list of species held in our Seed Bank was 
included in our December 2016 Newsletter. 
 
Although we do purchase some seed from commercial 
sources, we also rely upon donations of seed.  If you are 
able to help with any seed donations they would be very 
welcome (we would ask you to post any donations to Bill 
Aitchison, who will forward them on to our Seed Bank 
Curator, Victoria Tanner). 
 
The procedure for requesting seed from our Study Group 
Seed Bank is as follows.  Study Group members are entitled 
to lodge up to 3 orders per member per year, with 10 
packets maximum in each order (negotiable).  There is a 
charge of $3 in relation to each order, to cover the cost of a 
padded post bag and postage.  The $3 may be paid in stamps 
or by direct credit to our Group’s bank account.  Some 
members include an additional payment with their annual 
subscriptions to cover the Seed Bank charge. 
 
Requests for seed may be lodged in either of the following 
ways: 
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1. By email to our Study Group email address, 
acaciastudygroup@gmail.com (emails to this 
address go directly to both Victoria and Bill 
Aitchison).  If you make a request by email, you 
will also need to make the necessary payment by 
one of the above methods.  If you are paying by 
stamps, these should be mailed to Bill Aitchison, 
13 Conos Court, Donvale, Vic 3111 

2. By mail (enclosing stamps if required).  These 
requests should be posted to Bill Aitchison 
(address as in the previous paragraph).  Bill will 
then advise Victoria of the request. 

 
We would like to maintain some data on your results in 
propagating seed from the Seed Bank.  We would therefore 
ask if you could provide a report on your results, recording 
information on species, number of seeds sown, number 
germinated and days after sowing. 
 

Study Group Membership 
 
Acacia Study Group membership for 2017/18 is as follows: 
 
$7 (newsletter sent by email) 
$10 (hardcopy of newsletter posted in Australia) 
$20 (hardcopy of newsletter posted overseas)  
Subscriptions may be sent to: 
 
Bill Aitchison 
13 Conos Court. Donvale, Victoria 3111 
 
Subscriptions may also be paid directly to our Account at 
the Bendigo Bank.  Account details are: 
Account Name:  ASGAP Acacia Study Group 
BSB:  633-000 
Account Number:  130786973 
If you pay directly to the Bank Account, please advise us by 
email (acaciastudygroup@gmail.com)
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