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i ' , )  I have cone  t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  A c a c i a s  on  t h e  whole 
+ 

a r e  v e r y  ha rdy  and ddo n o t  mind w i n t e r  i n  Tasmania. Yie have a b o u t  25 

s p e c i e s  e i t h e r  i n  fv-11 f l o w e r ,  just starting o r  f i n i s h i n g  f l o w e r i n g .  

The one  t h a t  r e a l l y  s t a n d s  o u t  a t  p r e s e n t  and h a s  f o r  t h e  l z s t  month 

o r  more i s  a v e r y  b r i g h t  f l o w e r e d  A .  neriifolia. O f  c o u r s e ,  A .  b a i l e l -  

ma i s  p r o n i n e n t  everywhere  i n  Tasmania. 

S e v e r a l  new members have  jo ined  o u r  g roup  s i n c e  A p r i l  

and I would l i k e  t o  welcome them, 

Nrs. Mary B o r e l l a ,  R.M.B. 1510, Ararat, Vic .  3377 
12r. I v a n  T i l e y ,  "Buln G h e r i n "  R.W.B. 454 ,  S e a u f o r t ,  Vic .  3373 

S e v e r a l  o t h e r s  have r e j o i n e d  m d  we a r e  p l e a s e d  t o  welcome them back.  

I have typed  u p  a new members' l i s t ,  d e l e t i n g  t h e  nmss 

of t h o s e  who have  n o t  p a i d  t h e i r  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  from las t  g e a r .  The 

number o f  members now s t a a d s  a t  66 ,  7  of  whom a r e  p a s s i v e .  
- P l e a s e  n o t e  t h e s e  new a d d r e s s e s :  

I d r s .  !sdary l,TcSvoy, R.I'I.B. 423 ,  Murdanna, S o r e l l ,  Tzs .  7172 
N e i l  B l a r r i o t t ,  F.O. Box 107,  S t a w e l l ,  Vic .  3330 
k s s e l l  Cunning, c/- S e l t r u s t  Tlining Corp. ,  7 .0 .  Eox 7, Leonora,,YA 543' 

I would l i k e  t o  ackcowledge r e c e i p t  o f  t h e  exchange 

n e w s l e t t e r s  f rom t h e  V i c t o r i a n  S.G .A .P., Hakea m d  l f ie laleuca n e w s l e t t e r s  

and s e e d  l i s t s  from t h e  i7.A.:\VildTlower S o c i e t y ,  ?ad  t h e i r  X a s t e r n  9i l ls  

Branch,  as w e l l  as Vaughans 'iVildflower Seeds  l i s t .  
SZ2l-j LIST: 

A new l i s t  i n c l u d i n g  new s t o c k  bought  f rom c ~ ~ ~ r n e r c i a l  

s o u r c e s  i s  a t t a c h e d .  A l l  new s e e d  i s  i n d - i c a t e d  by an *. 
, TUEFJ3EII S ' NO TX S : 

Sob J o n e s  o f  ;Yest Fymble has  w r i t t e n  a s k i n g  f o r  a d v i c e  

on growing d e s e r t  Aca-cias f rom s e e d ,  g a g ,  L k e r n p e a n a  which d i e d  from 

damping o f f  d e s p i t e  t h e  u s e  o f  Zineb. He  g o e s  on t o  d e s c r i b e  a p rogrmme 

which be has u n d e r t a k e n  i n  t h e  School  Environment  a r e a  md i n  h i s  home 

g a r d e n  : 'Wur Schoo l  E n v i r o m e n t  Area  at  S t r a t h f i e l d  South  S i g h  w a s  

s t a r t e d  4  y e a r s  ago s n d  i t s  aim was t o  p l a n t  ~ a t i v e  p l z n t s  a c c o r d i n g  

t o  h a b i t a t  g r o u p i n g s  r a t h e r  t h a n  ta,xonomic grou-ps so  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  

c o u l d  s t u d y  a d a p t a t i o n s  of p l a n t s  m d  animals, i . e .  s imulated.  

env i ronment s  were c r e a t e d  from d e s e r t  t o  P a i n f o r e s t  and s w a p  t o  sai7-d 

d u n e s ,  e t c .  S t u d e n t s  dug t h e i r  own ponds ( one 2  m d e e p )  and we 

i n s t a l l e d  a w a t e r  gwnp t o  c r e a t e  a f l o w i n g  c r e e k .  T h i s  w a s  e n a b l e d  

by a v e r y  d e e p  heavy c l a y  s o i l  f rom weatheredvf imaqla t ta .  S h a l e .  ?$any 
A c a c i a s  were p l a n t e d  b u t  we had  mixed s u c c e s s  due  t o  poor  d r a i n a g e  i n  
t h e  s o i l ,  however Acacia e la ta ,  A .  l o n g i f o l i a ,  A .  sa . l i ,gna m-d A .  mela.- 
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I 

noky lon  d i d  ve ry  w e l l  i n  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  ( v e r y  r a p i d  g r o w t h ) ,  w h i l e  
I 

A,  p o d a l y r i i f o l i a ,  A .  c u . l t r i f o r m i s ,  A .  ba , i leyana and A .  spec tab i l i s  

a l l  d i e d .  However, when we c r e a t e d  mounds and r i d g e s  (v!ell d r a i n e d )  

of t h e  c l a y ,  t h e s e  l a t t e r  s p e c i e s  d i d  e x t r e n e l y  w e l l  and t o o k  o f f  

r a p i d l y  ( e v e n  when t r a n s p l m t e d )  . ':ken a s a n 6  duxe was -lade ( sand  

o v e r  a c l a y  r i d g e )  A .  s o p h o r n  was p lan ted  and grew e x t r e n e l y  w e l l .  

d l s c  some A .  pendula were 2 l a n t e d  on a s l o p i n g  s i t e  p a d  have done 

a l r i g h t  (whereas  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  a r e a  i s  f l a t ) .  An A .  f a l c a t a  ( a  

loca .1  s p e c i e s  on Y9ianarratts. S h a l e )  seeded n a t u r a l l y  and grew w i t h  

ex t reme r a p i d i t y  ( f l o w e r i n g  i n  i t s  f i rs t  s e a s o n ) .  R a p i d i t y  o f  g rowth  

of some s p e c i e s  o b v i o u s l y  depends  h e a v i l y  on good d r a i n a g e  - even t h e i r  

s u r v i v a , l  - i n  a c l z y  s o i l .  T h i s  d- ra inage  c a n  be  provid-ed ever, using 

cla,y i t s e l f  as l o n g  as ~acruads o r  r id .ges  o r  s l o p e s  a r e  formed t o  a l l o w  

w a t e r  t o  e s c a p e .  A .  P l o r i b u n d a  d i d  n o t  grow w e l l  e i t h e r  - why ? "  
-----I--------- 

r ' ie i l  N a r r i o t t  h a s  moved o u t  t o  h i s  new "bush b lock? '  and 

j o i n s  i n  t h e  p r a i s e  o f  A .  den t i cu losa , .  He s a y s  t h a t  ?"since p l a n t i n g  

th i s  as a, srnall s e e d l i n g  last  Oc tobe r  it h a s  grown s + e a , d i l y  ( w i t h o u t  

a d r o p  o f  w a t e r )  t o  60 cm x 1m w i t h  t h e  most amazing f o l i a g e q ' .  He g o e s  

o n  - "1 have  found t h a t  c o a r s e  washed r i v e r  sand  10-15 cm d e e p  is t h e  
i t  oil all jny gaAYd- en '- b e s t  g u l c h  f o r  me and I ---- r.)eds. -r IT , may b e  a 

l i t t l e  e x p e n s i v e  b u t  bas e x c e l l e n t  a t t r i b u t e s  - i t  does  n o t  p a c k  down 

and s e t  h a r d  - it n e v e r  r o t s  o r  blows axay - it  keeps  s u - b s o i i  c o o l  znd 
m o i s t  - it d o e s  n o t  i n c r e a s e  eI"I"ects .o f  f r o s t  - it a l l o w s  f o r  r a p i d  

w a t e r  p e n e t r a t i o n  - normal ly  f r e e  of weed s e e d s ,  and any weeds t h a t  
- 

do g e r m i n a t e  on i t  a r e  e a s i l y  p u l l e d  o u t . "  - Food f o r  t h o u g h t ,  L t h i n k ,  
------------------- 

., , i-iax Mc3owall h a s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  s eed  s u p p l i e d  by t h e  s e e d  bank 

as A. mooreana cou ld  w e l l  be A .  l i t t o r e a .  He l i s t s  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s :  

1. b r a n c h l e t s  p rominen t ly  r i b b e d  ( b u t  r i b s  not ye l low as 9. mooreana) 
\ 2. s t i1:ules  dec iduous  and ~ r o m i n e n t  ( p e r s i s t e n t  and t r imgular  -mooreana, 

3 .  p h y l l o d e s  a o s t l g  t r a p e z i f o r m  (as f o r  v a r i a n t  3 of  A .  l i t t o r e a  a d  
even  s - s i d e d  p o l y g o n a l  w i t h  3 g l a n d s  on t h e  3 a p i c e s )  a a x i a l  n a r ~ i n  

0 

'J 20-35"fron s tem ( f i g u r e  Car A .littorea shows a n g l e s  20 w h i l e  A .  
noorea-ra shows a i s l e s  of 0 ) 

Could m y  member growing what i s  t h o u g h t  t o  be A .  mooreana.. - 
p l e a s e  fo rward  me a srnalL pressed.  f l o w e r i n g  s p i k e  w i t h  p h y l l o d e s  ? 
T  ax h a s  a s k e d  if members c o u l d  9 r o v i d e  i n f o r l r s t i o n  on t h s  v a r i a . t i o n s  

i n  s i z e  and h a b i t  of shrujas and t r e e s  i n  t h e i r  w e a s  from which s e e d  

i s  c o l l e c t e d .  He a l s o  s u g z c s t s  t h a t  where s u b s p e c i e s  o r  v a - r i e t i e s  

are k~ovvn 'chat  t 3 e s e  nsrres b e  i n c l u d e d  w!i-en seed  is  fora:arded . 
11----1-1-1------1- 

P z t  Shanahan w r i t e s  t o  t e l l  us t h s t  tv3 y e a r s  ago you  cou-.Id 

n o t  s e e  an a c a c i a  i n  t h i s  c i t y  ( 9 o c k h a ~ p t o n )  b u t  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  e f f o r t s  

o f  t h i s  n u y s e r y  ( a l o c a l  one with which he  h a s  a " b a r t e r "  a r r m p e m e n t )  

t h e y  z r e  now v e r y  p o p u l a r .  The c i t y  i s  b e i n g  tra-nsfor-med-, my ovqn 



I - that  i s  b r i n g i n g  t h e  Acac ias  i n  f rom t h e  bush  - w i l l  

c o n t  i n u e  , " ----------- 
A l e t t e r  f rom I n e z  Armitage made s e v e r a l  i n t e r e s t i n g  

o b s e r v a t i o n s .  She f e e l s  that  A .  l m g i n o s a  i s  one A c a c i a  "which 

s h o u l d  b e  more w i d e l y  grown. It i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  h o r t i c u l t u r a . 1  s u b j e c t  

with good woo l ly  f o l i a g e ,  f l o l ~ v e r s  a lmos t  orange-ye l low a n d  a v e r y  

a t t r a c t i v e  z r c h i n g  h a b i t .  (There  is s e e d  i n  t h e  Seed ~ a n k )  . She goes  on - 
"Another  g e n e r a l  o b s e r v a t i o n  I ndce  is  that  p l a n t s  which i n  n a t u r e  
have  a r e s t r i c t e d  h a b i t a t  a.re usu -a l ly  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a c c l i m a t i z e  i n  

c u l t i v a t i o n .  A .  ~ m c i f e r a  i s  one I p i a c e  in  t h i s  c a t e g o r y ,  t o  s a y  

n o t h i n g  of A .  purpureapetala. and A .  d u m i i  ( t r i e d  many t i m e s ) .  O I h e r s  

t r i e d  which  d i d  n o t  g e t  beyond t h e  p o t  s ta -ge  (and yemember t h i s  i s  a t  
r r  nempsey,II.S.) - A .  curvatn, ha .~pophyl&,  henignosta, ju.cmda, lowi- 
p h y l l o d i n e a ,  p e l l i t a ,  peuco, r e d o l e n s  (which  grew q u i t e  w e l l  i n  M f y s  

\ F o r e s t )  ." 4ny comments ? \Ye have  b o t h  A .  r e d o l e n s  a n d  A .  jucun8a 

growing w e l l  h e r e .  
Ref e r r i n g  t o  p r u n i n g  A. denticulosa, I n e z  sa,ys that  s h e  ha-d 

two p l ~ n t s  in  p o t s  which were  b o t h  abou t  13 p l u s ,  e a c h  with z, s i n g l e  

s t e m ,  one  l o o k i n g  b e t t e r  than t h e  o t h e r  1:vith two v e r y  s m a l l  s h o o t s  

from t h e  two l o w e s t  p h y l l o d e s .  She pruned t h i s  plant and p r a , c t i c a l l y  
e v e r y  bv.6 f rom eve ry  node s h o t  a.nd t h e  two e x i s t i n g  s h o o t s  nade  

s-pectacu-lar  growth.  The o t h e r  p l a n t  had no s h o o t s  and s h e  d i s c o v e r e d  

t h a t  it w a s  d i s e a s e d  below ground l e v e l  and n e a r l y  dead .  E r n  C u r r i e ' s  

A .  d e n t j c u l o s a  was pruned ~ n d  it  s h o t  away d r a m a t i c a l l y  and i s  now f u l l  

of renewed vim a,nd v i g o u r .  It l o o k s  a,s t h o u g h  t h i s  one w i l l  s t a n d  

r e a s o n a S l e  p run ing .  
On t h e  s u b j e c t  of  pruning g e n e r a l l y  I n e z  g o e s  on - "I ha.ve 

! , f o t m d  tha t  a l l  s p e c i e s  w i l l  t a k e  t i p  p r u n i n g  and many v i i l l  t a k e  q u i t e  
s e v e r e  p r u n i n g  l a t e r  i n  l i f e  provided - t h e y  adre good,  s t r o n g  and h e a l t h y  

at t h e  t i m e  o f  p r u n i n g .  They shou ld  be  g runed  a f t e r  f l o w e r i n g  and well 

wate red  f o r  a few weeks t h e r e a f t e r .  F'ihq,t i s  f a t a l  i s  t o  c u t  back  a 

p l a n t  b e c a ~ s e  it has gone s t r a g z l y  o r  b e c a u s e  i t  s e e n s  t o  have  l o s t  

i t s  v i g o u r .  '' 
I n e z  has k i n d i y  made some e n q l ~ ~ i r i e s  f o r  me r e g a r d i n g  t k e  

e x t r a c t i o n  o f  e s s e n t i a l  o i l s  f rom Acacia .  This comment comes f r cm 
t h e  S e n i o r  Resea rch  S c i e n t i s t ,  T3iologica.l & Chemical  R e s e a r c h  I n s t i t u t e  

at Hydalmere,  N.S.W., wi th  h i s  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  p u b l i s h  i n  t h e  N e w s l e t t e r .  

' 'There a r e  a t  p rese f i t  o n l y  two s p e c i e s  of  Acacia. used f o r  t h e  c o ~ ~ m e r c i a l  
e x t r a c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  f r a s r a n t  f l o w e r  o i l s .  They a r e  d .  farnesiana and 
A .  d e a l b a t a .  

The e x t r a c t i o n  p r o c e s s  i s  r e l ~ ~ t i v e l y  c o m p l i c a t e d .  The f l o w e r s  a r e  
e x t r a , c t e d  s e v e r 2 1  t i m e s  w i t h  s p e c i a l l y  p u r i f i e d  benzene  o r  l i g h t  
pe t ro leurn .  The f i l t e r e d  e x t r a c t  is  t h e n  d i s t i l l e d  t o  r e c o v e r  t h e  
s o l v e n t .  The wa,xy d i s t i l l a t i o n  r e s i d u e ,  c a l l e d  v ' c o n c r e t e "  i s  



i i '  - 4 -  
so lve8  i n  b o i l i n g  90:: e t l i ano l ,  t h e  solu. t ion c h i l l e d  t o  about 
0 , -15  C i n  o rder  t o  p r e c i g i t a t e  fa.ts and waxes, f i l t e r e d  once 

aga in  a d '  evaporated t o  d ryness .  The resid-ue i s  t h e  so-ca l led  ? 

9-a.bsolute' ,  i.e, t h e  pure f l ower  o i l .  

The whole p rocess  i s  e x t r e n e l y  expensive ,  t h e  r ea sons  b e i n g  : 

a .  h a r v e s t i n g  of f l ower s  is manual 
b.  a l l  s o l v e n t s  used axe highly in f l awtab l e  and sometimes t o x i c .  
c .  expensive f a c t o r y  equipment i s  r equ i r ed  t o  r e c o v e r  s o l v e n t s  as 

completely a s  p o s s i b l e ,  
d .  y i e l d s  of %bsolu te '  a r e  very  low, of  t h e  o r d e r  of  1  t o  3 kg per  

tonne of f lowers .  

?je have produced, on 6, laboradtory  s c a l e ,  some e x c e l l e n t  A, 
d e a l b a t a  'absolu- te ' ,  b u t  owing t o  t he  very h igh  c o s t s  of labo-x- w d  
f a c t o r y  equipment, no l o c a l  f i m  hasshown rmch i n t e r e s t  i n  e s t z b l l s h i n g  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  type of i n d u ~ t r y . ~ '  

For  t h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  Tasmmian f l o r a  I must mention t h e  Launceston 
F i e l d  TJa tu ra l s t sV  book, ''GUIDZ TO FLO'v'(3115 AND PLANTS OF TAST87P.NIAit 
pub l i shed  by Reeds. This  comprises 300 p l a n t s  descr ibed  and 
i l l u s t r a t e d  w i t h  a page of  colow p l a t e s  o p p o s i t e  each page o f  
d e s c r i p t i o n .  $23.95 

By the A u s t r a l i a n  Sys temat ic  Boteny Soc i e ty  - 
"FLOaGa OF CXTTTZAL AUSTRALIAf ' ,  pu-bl. by  Beeds. Acacias should  be 

w e l l  r ep re sen t ed ;  t h e r e  are 1200 l i n e  d raii~ifigs $35 -00 

"ACACTAS OF A U S T ~ A L I A ~  ~-&:'-,lisheB' by lieison; 150 a c a c i a s  from al l  s t a t e s  
de sc r ibed  and i l l u s t r a t e d  w i t h  l i n e  drawings and 54 co lou r  p l a t e s  $30.00; 
a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  end of flugust.  1 have seen  a n  advance copy a d  am 
p leased  w i t h  it. --------------- 
ACACIA TALK: S i l l  Owen thov-ghtf-ly forwarded me several  copies of 
Central Righlands G F O U ~  newslet ter  f o r  which I thank him. Zach paper 
had a h  Acac ia  reference. The first f o r  P'lay featused as 'Flower 03 the 
Iilonthq - Acacia iteaphylla - written by Xoss P r i d d l e ,  Ye pointed o u t  
how hardy end ox,_rl8r(lental it is for temperate conditions, that it 
f l o w e r e d  in late Agri l ,  through Fay - it ha,s just finished flower* 
h e  R o s s  p o i n t s  out that there a r e  several forms, upright, weeping 
and in between. Look c a r e fu l l y  before you buy,  if you d o n q %  t a k e  pot 
1v.ck a d  grow your own. --------------- 

The J u l y  n e w s l e t t e r  r e p o r t e d  on Acacia t a l k  t h a t  Ross gave t h e i r  
group o u t l i n i n g  t he  wide v a r i e t y  of Acacias a v a i l a b l e  from p r o s t r a t e  
forms t o  s p e c i e s  of 40 m, a l though  he d id  concen t r a t e  on those  s p e c i e s  
under 2 m t o  p r o s t r a t e .  He h a s  over 80 s p e c i e s  growing i n  h i s  own 
garden and recommends t h e  fo l l owing  f o r  Bal lara , t  and similar a r e a s  - 
Ground covers  - p r o s t r a t e  t p  60 cm. - A .  a cu l ea t i s s i rna ,  come te s ,p i l o sa ,  
l, browniana, sc le r rophyl la  v a r .  
t e r e t i u s c u l a .  

Up t o  1.5 rn - A .  ac inacea ,  a s p e r a ,  amblygona, brownii(now A .  u l i c i f o l i a  
v a r .  b rownei ) ,  continu-a, g u n n i i ,  drwnmondii, m i t c h e l l i i ,  f l e x i f o l i a ,  
p u l c h e l l a ,  g lnucopte ra ,  s p i n e s c e n s ,  l a n i g e r a ,  montana, w i l h . e l n i m a ,  
l i n e a t a ,  loxophyl la .  

2 a r e  and/or unusua l  a c a c i a s  ( ~ ~ e c i a l i s t  Y~ursery) - A .  a l a , t a  0.7-2.5m, 
p l i c a t a  1-f.5m, b i f l o r a  0.)-0.75 m , r e s t i a c e a  0.6-lm, e r i c i f o l i a  - I m ,  
l u t e o l a  0.5 - In. ------------ 

S l e a s e  n o t e  t h a t  seed f o r  nany of t he se  i s  i n  our seed bank, a l s o  
tha- t  nany of t h e  s p e c i e s  l i s t e d  would be s u i t e d  t o  t u b  growing. 


