
I r e c e i v e d  a r e a s o n a b l e  r e sponse  t o  my r e q u e s t  f o r  nore  
s p e c i e s  to be erown and I thsnl: t h o s e  vrho p a r t i c i ~ a t e d ,  but I would s t i l l  
u r g e  o t h e r  members t o  t r y  some d i f f e r e n t  s p e c i e s  as -.veil. A comment has 
been m&e t h e t  meflbers may be r e l u c t a t  t o  try n e n  s p s c i e s  on which t hey  
do  not hold  s u f f i c i e n t  i n ino rne t ion ,  so  t o  h e l ~  overcone this problen I 
have dec ided  t o  work ny vnay through t h e  s e e d l i s t  g i v i n g  a few d e t a i l s  
of each s p e c i e s ,  buL o m i t t i n g  t h e  most cormonly grown ones ,  ----------- 

Welcone t o  new members who have jo ined  us s i n c e  July ,  
Tiley are: 

Ch.ul]-ora P u b l i c  Schcol ,  ' / laterloo R d . ,  Greenacre ,  11 .S  .W. 2190 
S.G.B.F. Geelong Group, Hon.Sec., 365 R y r i e  S t . ,  Geelong, Vic. 3220 
1:~s. Ti2argael Kinsey,  P.O. 3ox 545, 3 u r n i e ,  Tas. 7320 ----------- 

I would l i k e  t o .  ackzowledge r e c e i p t  o f  i n t e r e s t i n g  
exchw.ee fiewsle t t e r s  f r o n  t h e  ~ r ~ c h ~ s c o m e / l i e l i p t  er-rn and t h e  XU-calyptu-s 
S t ~ 2 y  Groups. Thank you. 

- L - I I I I C C I -  
I 

S J B S C R I P T I E  n e  d ~ e .  A l a r g e  r e d  c r o s s  on y o w  news1ette.r  nevls that 
u l l e s s  y=.r;3- s u b s c r i p t i o n  i s  r s c e i v e d  t h i s  w i l l  be youln last  n e w s l a t t e r .  

c--c----c-- 

Winter t h i s  y e a r  seems to have p roduce0  scme o f  t h e  
h e a v i e s t  arid most dmaging f r o s t s  s e e n  i n  t h e  Z a s t e r n  S t a t e s .  R e s o r t s  
cukges t  t h a t  danzge has been very widespread with maqy p l a n t s  b e i ~ g  
ba f i l y  danagad, if not k i l2ed .  Continued d r y  t o  drought conclitions e r e  
p r o v i r , ~  ,equdLy hmd t o  hand le .  In Izsr:?arlia a l ready we hsve a l a r g e  
nvnber of m u n i c i - , d i t i e s  decl.ared o f i " i c i s i l y  as dr~ughL w e a s ,  ~ ~ b i c h  is 
nost *a~xsuai f o r  this is lar id .  Low or no winter o r  spr ing ra infal l  and 
drc;ughi; in rn- areas  o f  2.ustralia i s  r e a l l y  g o h g  t o  t e s t  t he  plmt;s  
this year., Your r e p o r t s  o n  t h e  outcome w i l l  prove o f  h t e r e s t  t o  all. 

-------I--- 

& E ~ ; r ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  NOT3S: 

Neil M a r r i o t t  f ron  w s s t e r n  V i c t o r i a  has c o ~ a e n t e d  on 
-7  

pr-&ring of Acacies .  he s z y s  ;'OUT sheep  paddock hed bean l e f t  s t o c k  f r e e  
F o r  about  3 y e a r s  a l l o w h g  c o n s i d e r a b l e  r e g e n e r z t i o n  t o  t a k e  p lace .  '?:%-en 
lk;eep wera put Sack i n  the first t h i n g  they  ?,vent f c r  were t h e  aattles . - - 
Even s t ~ ~ d i n g  on t h e i r  back l e g s  t o  r e a c h  the  upper brmches,  '3'ithin a 
week o r  s o  d l  Acacias v iere d e f o l i a t e d , * '  The results when sheep were 
remo-red 255irL were: 

A .  g e n x s t i f o l i a  - regrew with v l g o m  
A .  rne l~qoxg lon  - s h o o t s  appeared Tron t h e  base 
A.  paredoxa - regrew with vigour 
A ,  pycnar-thz - no r eg rowth  at a l l ;  once t h e  f o l i a g e  was reacved 

t h e  p l m t s  d i e d .  P l a t s  w i t k  on ly  Lo i~e r  f o l i a g e  
removed cont inued  t o  grow L,vl t h e  upper p a r t  5ut 
made no more  l o w e r  g r o w t h .  

---------.-m- 

Tony S c a l z o  o f  S t .  Alhar~s  [ ~ J e l b o u r n e )  r e p o r t s  on 
a r o 2 a ~ a t i o n  r e s u l t s .  This y e n r  he gropaga,ted Acacias  i n  Februzry,  A p r i l  .. r r. -,.f 

a.nd J a i y , ,  In  t h e  s m z e r  t r i a l  h e  get very 300r r e s u l t s  w i t h  l e s s  tharl ~ G ; : I  

gemination with a'-1 = v n i e s  vdhereas l?!ith t h e  l a t e r  t r i d s  t h e  r e s u l t s  Yk-:,., ,,* were g e l ~ e r a l l y  c l c s e  ~ ' ; o  1 ~ 0 ~ 3 s  He us25 t h e  'egg carton' me+;?::od desc r ibed  
p r e v i o u s i y ,  Tong also t r i e d  s o w i ~ g  A ,  moirii s s p ,  d.asyczraa seeds 
d i r e c t l y  i a to  h i s  garden i n  a sandy s ~ o t  m d  g o t  1 0 O j i  germinz t lon ,  



Once more Tony has found t h a t  some seed supplied f rom the  seed bank d 

has been incor rec t ly  named, A ,  b~owniana  has turned out t o  be probably 
A. v a r i a  var parv i f lo ra .  T h i s  may not be the  case wi th  al l  A.  bsowniana 
seed supplied as we have seeds from d i f f e r e n t  sources,  but I suggest  t h a t  
i f  your A .  browniavla p lan t  has mall c l y i n d r i c a l  b r i g h t  sulphur  yellow 
f.lowers instead o f  pa le  b a l l  f l cwers ,  then it  i s  time t o  have it checked. 

?he subject of  hybridi:sation of Acacias among garden specimens is one 
which j.s concern* Tony, especially as in his  garden he is growing m a n y  
cf the PuXchellae group. He is concerned that if he co l l ec t s  seeds f rom 
his garden specimens, e spec ia l ly  from p l a n t s  beLongin3 t o  closely related 
s p e c i e s  or varieties, that t he  seed w i l l  n o t  be 'genetically p w e t .  

Thi s  is a complicated question and must concern us ail as m a n y  of us 
provide seed t o  the sead bank from garden grown plants believing them 
to be seed of p l a n t s  as labelled, Because I do not know the answer, I 
am referring t h e  matter to several a u t h o r i t i e s  and hope t o  report fwthe r  
i n  a future newsletter, 

A t  the same time I do f e e l  that hybr id i sa t ion  does take p lece  i n  the  
natural bush, ill'e found s e v e r a l  specimens i n  t h e  M t .  Isa a r e a  which were 
apparently i l~termediates between t w o  Cifferent  spec ies  growing nearby. 
Perhaps it is the way nature produces new species .  . 

SZ3D 3ANX: 504 packets of seeds have been issued i n  t h e  las t  1 2  months. 
A n e w  sead l i s t  i s  included wi th  t h i s  newsle t te r .  

4FKGNCXI'T NAhT3D SEEDS - Again, i f  you have doubts of the i d e n t i t y  of any - 
Acacia you are growing from seed bank seed p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  p lease  advise 
o r  send me a  s m a l l  f lowering and/or f r u i t i n g  p iece  SG that it z m  uc 
checked. ffe a u s t  t r y  t o  improve t h i s  s i d e  of the  group's a c t i v i t i e s .  

-I-- 

1 would like to acknowledge a generous donation of seed from Tony 
Scaizo. As well, a f r i end  fxom Chinchilla, Qld., Miss Grace Lithgow 
donated a large quantity of seed from her area and seed has been 
received from Bernie Dixon, Hibbertia Study Group l eader ,  and 1: w o u l d  
like t a  thmk them all. ---- 

{Ve s t i l l  need seed of : A .  a c e l l e r a t a  
'adunca 
beauverdiana 
b i d e n t a t a  
c a l y c u l a t a  
cyperophylla 
l a t i p e s  

A .  p r i t  z e l i a n a  
r a m o s i s s i m a  
s e d i f o l i a  
s p a t h u l i f  o l i a  
w a r d e l l i i  

The major i ty  o f  t hese  a r e  W.A. s p e c i e s  and our  W.A. members are few, 
s o  un less  o t h e r  members are growing some of them they w i l l  remain 
unprocurabie,  I am a f ra id .  

4 comment from Tony Savanagh of Dryandra Study Group regarding Mrs. 
Inez Armitage's query on germination of A. b i d w i l l i i  seed,, He "has 
gerni-nated t h i s  successfu l ly  us ing  hot  ( n o t  boiling-)-water ( say  90-95'~) 
w-u soaking f o r  30 minutes o r  so. Though they have q u i t e  a t h i c k  seed 
c o a t ,  the  coat  at  t h e  ' s t r o p h i o l e '  ( l e n s )  of the  seed i s  q u i t e  t h i n  and 
gerierelly p e e l s  of f  thus  a l l o * ~ ~ i . n g  t h e  seed t o  take up water." He ltfound 
that one  batch  o f  seed was q u i t e  permeable without any t reatment  and 
subsequently found the  seeds had been co l l ec ted  o f f  t h e  ground where 
again the  s t r o p h i o l e  had su f fe red  damage." A s  a  r e s u l t  of t h i s  experience 
Tony now uses  t h e  following method on a l l  hard seeds. "Pour w a r m  water 
over  them and allow t o  s tand f o r  24-36 hours. Seeds which remain f l o a t i n g  



*. * -3- 
w e  discpra.9 i w h i l e  s eeds  which s.;rcl.l w i t h i n  35 2lo1:rrs ars rlemsved m d  

s - ~ d s  v~ilich renain u n . s y o l l e n  are tresl;tid c o ~ ? ~ e i ~ l ; i o n a l l y  (wi-2h 
soJGw2ter., z:'.cyo:.iave oven, nickilrlg e t c  . ) . '' ------------- 
A C A C I A S  U? TU3LIC ?LB;:TII.:GS 

I have hzd no in fo rma t ion  a t  all from rfiembers r ega rdb& i n f o r n a t i o n  
on Acacias  b e i n z  grow2 i n  p u b l i c  p l a c e s  in t h e i r  to:.-~ris o r  along road- 
s i d e s  e t c .  Gover~xnent a u t h o r i t i e s  in 5'asr:lmia responded i-n nost c a s e s  
and f r o m  V i c t o r i z  I haad a r e p l y  from t h e  Depar taen t  o f  i v i e t i o n  only .  
k t  Pe lbourne  A i r ;o r t  t h e y  p l a t e d  18 s p e c i e s  i n a l l  ( n o s t  o f  the c o m o n l g  
groilir. s p e c i e s )  and they  c o n s i d e r  t h e  " p l z q t i n z s  a r e  s u c c e s s f u l  a l t hough  
most of then a e  t o  be r e g l a c e d  a f t e r  a pe r iod  o f  2 y e a r s  because t hey  
die. I wonder what i s  wrong t h s r e .  

I haye n o t  w r i t t e n  t o  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  o t h e r  S t e t e s  as y e t b  ----------- 
--- T]IsT~IBUTIOT? Q? ACACIA Xi AUSTSALJA - (';f .A.  H e r b e r i m  R e s e a c h  PTotes 

No. 6 ,  Jmuary 19821 

Here i s  a p r a c t i c a l  viay i n  which nenbers  c a !  h e l p  n i t h  the  c o l l e c t i o n  
of a c c u r z t e  i n fo rma t ion  of n a t u r a l  occu r r ences  o f  OUT Acacias .  

I 
jJrr. B m c e  Csslin,  E3otar.is-t a t  the ?{.A. Herbar i lm has aska6 any meiitber 

of o w  group viho i s  w i l l i n g  t o  a a k e  a s t u d y  or' t h e  Acac ia s  prorving 
n a t u r d l y  in t h e i r  p a r t i c u l u  s e a  t o  c o n t a c t  hi?,. A 3  ~ T U C ~  SPJS  - 
"it w i l l  o n l y  be t h r o ~ ~ h  t h e  h e l p  o f  i n t e r e s t e d  p c c p i e  such as t h e  
menhers of your  Grcup t h z t  t h e  second e d i t i o n  of naps w i l l  be more 
comple te  and accurate. " - 

The nzps gub l i shed  in .Yne  above J o u r n a l  a r e  a s e r i e s  o f  i i i s t r i b u t i o n  
maps d iv i2ed  i n t o  g r i d  c e l l ' s  f o r  a l l  ]mown Acacia s p e c i e s  i n  A u s t r a i i a ,  
plus l is ts  o f  Acac ias  f o m C  i n  each  g r i d  c e l l .  

- "  
The ad2 re s s :  Xr. 3.3. o.asiln, 

W e A .  Herb'zri-m, . . . . ... - 
. A .  , . - 

George S t r c ~ t ,  F 

SOUTE FZZZ3. . .';? C..l. 3 15 i .- . - _ .  . --------------- 
NATI',T PI;I;GY'?S U S 3 3  T O 3  9YZETC -- --I 

, A d i s p l a y  by a So inne r s  and i 'lesvers group at the  S.G.A.5. I ' i i ldflower 
A ' f i - i l j i t i on  i n  Eolozr t  r e c e n t l y  b r c u z h t  home t o  me t h e  i n p o r t a t  ~ z r t  
Austra l i~q  p l i ? Z s  g l a y  as a s o u r c e  o f  material f o r  2geizg. Al?h~xgh 
no A c ~ c i a s  ,:;?re used  as dye  p l a t s  i n  that d i s p l a y ,  f l , : s~her  r e s4 ing  o n  
t h e  s~bib jec t  brought  t o  l i g h t  the  fact that t h e r e  s r e  ecmc s g e c i e s  which 
a r e  u-scvd. 

Tfie %sndsenvers a d  S p i m e r s  Gu i ld  of V i c t o r i a  i n  t h e i r  book '>yenaXi?g 
w i t h  A 7 i s t r d L a - r  Flora", Eigby, 1374 l i s t s  t h e  fol lo i=; ing plz i i t s :  

Acacia &qems (mdga) 3ried l eaves  a d  Cwies 
bai1e;rzr.a (COO$=-m~ra)  flowers szazs, leaves, see5  pods 
cultriforois (:'-.if e-leef wat; le  l e a v e s ,  i l o i ~ i e r s  
concwrens (nas c w i n g h z n i i )  (Currasabdi o r  ' r ! o t h e m b ~ ? $ ) l e e v e e ,  

f l o w e r s  
dealbaSa (Si.lver wattle) leaves 
dectrrens ( q ~ e e n  a r E a r l y  illack w a t t l e )  l e a v e s  . . 

.c'- e l z t a  (Cede t:+af;%i~) ~ ~ S V B S ,  ~J.Oi~;erF3 
h ~ p o p h 2 l l a  (3rigzlo.;;) leavas 
implexa (Hiclcory o r  L i ~ h t v r o o d )  loavas 
l o n g i f o l i a  (Sydnsg GoJ-den wattle) ieaves * '  

m e a r n s i i  (Black w a t t l e  j Leaves, flowers, seed pods,  bak 
melanoxylon * (Blachcod l e a v e s  

w <: + .  . , # 



/ 
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Acacia po8a.lyrij.fclj.z ( ~ f i d ~ o r ~ ~  o r  Qld. S i l v e r  s a t - t l e )  f i lowarr , ,  seed p o d s  ' 
? P E I . V , V ~ S S  ins ( Gvena tvat $ l a ,  l eaves  /.+ , 
pronljnens ( GoLdclz Hain o r  Gosford w a t  tlc? ) leaves :F 

gycnmtha C Gold.en wattle! leaves 
retinodes ( ~ i r i l d a )  l e z  ~ v e s  
saliw-a  old-en Ylreath wzttls) Leaves 
s p e c t a b i l i s  (i'liucigee wattle) l eaves  

Acacias can be m o r d m t e d  t o  produce many differe3.t; shades o f  y e l l o w  
arid gold .  1 am pleased  t o  note  that  t h e  Guild  stresses t h a t  rmnbers a t  
a11 times observe t h e  laws g o v e r n i n g  the p r o t e c t i o n  or" native plzn-ts wii 
assures r e a d e r s  that m a t e r i d s  g a t h e r e d  f o r  exper iments  during the 
p r e p e a t i o n  of t h e  book were made from p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t i e s  w i t h  parmission .- 
of the  owners o r  f r o ~  @garden grown n a t i v e s r ' ,  

Have you ever wondered what part t he  glands plajr i n  the  l i f e  o f  mi 
Acacia ? 

Glznds o r  e x t r a - f l o r a l  nectaries as they are  more c o r r e c t l y  c a l l e d ,  
have been exan?b.ed closely over  the  yea r s  m-d p r e c i s e  measurenents and 
d e t a i l s  o f  t h e i r  construction have been pu'alished, Three types of  glands 
have been i d e z t i f i e d  t o  d a t e  (1)  p o ~ a t e  - a glmd with a central. c a v i t y  
and en e x t a r n d + p o r e ,  ( 2 )  n o n - p o r i t c ,  one with no c e n t r a l  cavity o r  
pore  md (3 )  a - f l a t  type ,  

Glm-6s c a n  occw on the U - p p ~ x  SU-rface of t h e  p e t i o l e  (leaf s ta . lk ) ,  
r a c h i s  (main 1 ~ ~ 3  s t a l k )  o r  b o t h  of  them i n  the  bipir inate  sgsc ies .  In 
the p l ~ y l l o d i n o u s  group a gland is f o ~ z c t  most commonly o n  the  upper  marbgin 
nesr t h e  pulvinis ( l e a f  s t d k j  but the re  a re  some species  ~ 9 e r ~  several  
glands appear a long  t h e  t o p  margin and in a few s p e c i e s  a s m a l l  g l a d  
m m ~ r  be f ~ m n A  w m d - -  phyl? - "  - "' 
- u J  WLU IU G L -uut: LIP, 

Perhaps t o  us t h e  gland's greatest imporfznce is as a xearls o f  
i d e ~ t i f i c z t i o n ,  alt?lcvzh t h e  p o s i t i a n  in some species is so vmia.ble 
6k v ~ d t  P it *IS n o t  ~ o s s i 3 l . e  t o  use it co:lclu.3ively. Wi'ch,o",hur s_necizs t h e  
p o s i t i o n  is consistent m d  with  her features  car, be t r e a t e d  as a 
r e l i a b l e  guide.  

In the i a t e s t  s t u d y  I have seen (V.H,Brou~hton in Austrdiari Jovi-al 
o f  Bot3c~,l981) 43 species  had been c o l l e c t e d  and examined in t h e  
laboratory =d field, but at no  time were d r o p s  o f  nee ta r  seen  on the 
p13n-b~. 

Soo ty  mozld seen on the glands i n d i c a t e d  the presence of  a sugary 
substavlce, but it ~iias thought possible thz t  t h e  d ryness  02 t h e  atrnosphe~ = 
( e s p e c i d l y  13 the w e e n s l a r l d  c o l l e c t i o n  area) lrfouid heve avaporated ar-y 
secretion b e f ~ r e  a d r o p  became v i s ib l e .  

Forezing insects l i k e  ants were not seen by t h e  co l l ecSors ,  although 
the presence of s f e y  l a & y b i r d s  was noted,  One w r i t e r  r e p o r t e d  having 
seen  -ts on the glw1Es of Acacia aleura a25 ancther mentioned bird-s - 
were seen  siting A ,  pgcnmthe E J I ~  &. c e l a s t r i f o l i a .  

Have you ever  no t i ced  zny inssctoor  bird.  w o r l c i ~ g  at the gland o f  ELE 
Acacia ? Could y o u  tdce  spec i a l  no te  in future and r e p o ~ B  y o u r  f indings ? 

-3----I--Y-CYLI 

ACACIA Jj3ALaATA. In "rsmaniap Silver wattle has b e e n  the sub;ject cf a 
massive attzck by plagues o f  ~ruSs c a l l e d  $*wat t le  fire Night  beetle 
grubs"'. Yiese 1 cn long green gmha  have strip;3ed the f o l i a e  o f f  %he 
trees, l e a v h g  then lookin2 grw dea&. It i s  t 'ho~xght  some may recove? 
buts continued d r y  spring and swmer w o u l d  lessen the chaices of surtrivLL 
of msny, 

U ~ t i l .  recently A ,  dealbztz, was ~ 9 %  cofisidered of c o ~ m e r c i - a l  vaLu.e, but 
~ O T J  it is havested 'a? v t t t ~ d  chippel's, used  by bu i lde r s  f o r  f e a t w e  wzlls 
and f u r n i t u r e  and by beat Suildcrs. 

Ms:rj.on Si~mons 
PcO. Box 114.8, 
LXGr!NA...T.AS. 7254 


