TN W WD A TR
AR AESOCTATION OF SOCTETIES FUOR GROKTNG AUSTRAL TAN FLANTS
e ACACTA STUDY GROUP NEWSLETTER NO 53

MARCH 1938

Dear Members,

Summer in Tasmania has been a long dr% one with the most beautiful
sunny weather — delightful! However the gardens have taken some
punishment wunless one is prepared or is able +to water the plants
regularly. We only do so when the situation has become desperate,
which means that we have lost a number of plants this summer. Some of
them were acacias.

WELCOME to new members and those who have renewed their subscriptions.
Mrs Jan Stiller, MS5Z4, Gladstone, Gid 4&80 i

Ms Val Maher, 2 Langley Rd. Cranbowrne South Vic 2977

Mrs Helen Bizzai, Box 368, FC Gawler S6 5118

Mrs Doris Gunn, %7 Lochard Drive, Ocean Grove, Vic. 3Z16

Dr Max McDowall, 10 Russell St.Bulleen Vic 2105

Flease correct Mrs. Win Bennet's address on your members list, it
should read 22 Echuca Rd. Greensborough 3088

( Thank you for subscriptions and donations received since November
+.87. 1 would like to acknowledge receipt of newsletters from
Euvucalyptus, Dodonaea, Birds and Native Flants and Daisy study groups
and regional newsletters from Tasmania, Victoria and Gueensland onlysy
newsletters from the other groups would be appreciated.

SEED LLIST

fAdditions Deletions
A. calantha f. echinula
fH. melliodora “. cretata
A. menzelii A. Julifera
A. quornensis A. pilosa

We would appreciate receiving seed, preterably collected in the bush,
of any of the foregoing species, together with any that are not
already on the seed list. Flease indicate whether bush or garden
callected. Thank you.

MEMBERS NOTES
(;n@z Armitage wrote to tell us that she has had varied success with
the plants trialled on her 5 acres at Fempsey. Many acacias have been
tried and failed, some in the pot stage, however there are about 30
different species, many of which are local to the area, that are doing
reasonably well. Inez did comment that it was extraordinary how badly
some of the local species do in her garden. On the other hand, A.
floribunda, binervata and leiocal are magniticent specimens. She has
had successful flowerings from A. samllunata, A. craspedocarpa (8
years old), A. chrysotricha hybrid (continues to be best of all, 10 y
10m with foliage to ground level), binervia, muelleriana and irrorata.
Inez is surprised to find how many acacias sucker, e.g. A.
muelleriana, leiocalyk, irrorata, all the decurrens hybrids and
binervata. (Can others add more species to this list? Flease let me
know if you can’.

Thomas Ross from West Germany tells of a property bought by a friend
on the Mediterranean coast. His Jobh will be to rejuvenate the garden.
He thinks it will probably become the first Australian’ garden in
that area, as 90%Z of the plants he will add will be Australian. Among
them wattles will be the most promiment.

The climate is almost frost free with & pronounced dry season in

%ggmesékg%ggggs will be a littlé coclér thian Meibolurngé's (liké ours in



We have sent some seed bank seed for Thomas to grow for this very
interesting project and look forward to hearing more about it as it
Progresses.

Arnold Sandell of Gld. has sent in & report on the Acacias he has
growing at Tamborine Village. He has-74 different species growing
consisting of 137 plants which is a fine effort. He, too, finds that
F. muelleriana suckers.

Bruce Clark of FPanmure Vic. lost many of his seedlings during an
garlier hot spell, mainly because of lack of overhead shelter which he
has now constructed. I guess we all learn the hard way that it is
sssential to give young plants some protection.

Val Maher of Cranbouwrne South, Vic. wrote in January of the flowering
and growth of her acacias. Last season A. elata, howittii, pravissima,
leprosa, cardiophylla, schincides all attained tree size. She
mentioned that A. merinthophora (WA) has grown to &0 cm. She noted
that doves and pigeons are freguent visitors to the garden feeding on
fallen seed and honeyeaters are constantly searching through foliage
for insects.

Helen Bizzali has moved house and part of the garden to Gawler. She has
spent & lot of time propagating favourite plants before the move,
especially 5A wattles. It will ba interesting to hear how the new
garden progresses.

CUTTINGS

Max McDowall reported that he has grown the following from cuttings:
Al mucronata, A. sedifolia, A. aspera, A. myrtifolia, A.congesta.

What other species have you struck from cuttings recently? I can
add A. pilosa, A. andrewsii, A. nigripilosa type.

MEETING OF STUDY GROUF LEADERS AT 1988 CANEERRG CONMFERENCE

Yeven leaders or representatives were present at the meeting which was
chaired by Barbara Daly, ocur co-ordinatar. There were guite a number
of observers present as well.

A1l leaders gave a short report on their activities which mainly
related to growing plants and trialling them for suwitability as
horticultural subjects. The need was stressed to get them into gardens
s0 that the best forms could be selected and that information could be
made available regarding their perforpance under ditferent climatic
conditions.

Registering of good forms and ways of releasing these to nurseries
was discussed at length. It is & complicated business when one caones
down to who bensfits from the work invoived. Some mention was made of
slide collections to be loaned to other groups and speakers.

FINQNCE was discussed at length:; it seems that some groups have

greater need than others, e.qg. some with living collections to
maintain.

There were some major issues regarding funding, accountability, the
role and status of study groups which. remained unresolved and it was
decided that a committee be set up to investigate all these matters
urider the umbrella of ARSGARF. It was suggested that all regions, groups
arnd individual members be canvassed for their opinions and ideas to
obtain the widest possible input before final guidelines are drawn up.

‘AUSTRALIAN FPLANTS' o
The conference recommended that, 1f possible, edach member society and
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* With regard to cur group’'s effort 1 would like to hear from any
member who has a suggesticon to maeke regarding the subject matter of
these articles. I have a few ideas but I would appreciate hearing from
mémbers as I teel it should be a group production.

I would love to receive an illustrated article on any aspect of
growing acacias if anyone is able to do pen and line drawirigs to
illustrate their article. I look forward to tearing from you.

RE-VEGETATION % THE ROLE QF SEED ORCHARDS — adapted from “Seeds of the
Future™ by Joanna Seabrogk who spoke on the subject at the Canberra
Seminar. :

Much discussion and thought is being given to this subject today as
the revegetation of many areas in Australia is becoming more urgent.
Tree and shrub decline on properties and the gradual disappearance of
vegetated roadsides is of great concern to many pecple. The remaining
roadside corridors often harbour much of the remaining flora and fauna
especially in W.A. and provide a thoroughfare for birds, animals and
valuable insects. Once this is gone so are they.

¥
Seed orchards are one way of supplying the necessary quantity of
seed reguired to revegetate large areas, also it is a method of
ensuring that seed of endangered species is available to growers.

It has been established that it is important for seed orchards to
be hased on seeds of plants that grow locally as they have adapted to
local conditions and when grown will form a natural habitat for local
birds, animals. and insects. Acacias are usually a prominent component
of most habitats and are important as through their nitrogen fixing
abilities they improve the fertility of the soil, usually grow
gquickly, flower and set seed early,

The seed orchard that Joanna spoke about was at Mundaring in W.A.
where the local shire provided 1/8 hectare of land which was a disused
grravel pit and offered machinery for preparing the ground. Some
menbers of the Eastern Hills Branch of WA Wildflower Society provided
the seed of 18 species of local shrubs which included Acacias and
these were sown after the first winter rains. All plants germinated
readily, but pea plants were destroyed by rabbits. Within % years of
planting most of the Acacias were producing seed.

Seed was given to the leocal shire to re-vegetate areas such as
ravel pits, roadsides and town aresas. Seed which was mixed with
=uperphosphate and broadcast with & superspreader onto ripped ground
has resulted in ocutstanding sucrcesses.

Lzed orchards cost little to establish, need minimum maintenance
atter establishment and provide a plentiful supply of seed.

Governments can afford to do less and iess it seems, S0 it is up to
each of us to do what we can to revegetate areas or help others to do
0 betore ouwr unique seed source in the bush or on roadside verges and
cther areas is cleared away for ever,

Using another method to ensure the survival of rare or endangered
plants, the Victorian Endangered Flants Officer in the December 1987
newsletter mentionerd Bhat she wws neaphbiabikm Cor GHN med SF SRNE 2 W98
in Stawell to establish & reserve for grndangered species. She also
mentioned that "we should get rare plants propagated =o that they are
not lost." Bhe feels that "if we can keep plants going in ouwr gardens
or resarves, it should be possible to re—-introduce them into the wild
in more favourable times."



F .
Are there rare or endangered acac: LN your area? Is there P

W3,
anything practical that you can do to see that they are propagated 7 L
If you camnot grow them yourself can you supply seeds or cuttings to
someone who can ? Flease let me know where I can help youw to follow

this through.

The following list is taken from ‘Rare or Threatened Aust. Plants’
by J. Leigh % others 1981. I think it has been revised but this will
sErve as a gulide. '

Acucla sciphylis Aoscia flocktoniae Acacta phassoldes [4
Acacte adunos heaola Cloydis Acacia phlebophylls
hoacta alolziodes Acacla forsythli Acacis pickardii
Acacia unblyphylla Acacla gl Acsola pingulfolia
Acacla sesophila Acecla gittinst) Acaola plicata
Acacia anoaala :"'3“ glandulicarpa Acsols prismifolia
404cla aphylla cacla glaucoptera dcacia pritzeliasna
Acaola araneosa . :“":' gnidium Acacis pubescens
hecacla wrgutifolis M gracilifolsa Aosata publoosts
Acacia wusfeldi) Acacie grandifolis Aasaita purpureipetsla
Acucla axillaris :slﬂ:l §risea Aosala quornensis
dcacla barattensis acin e 1 Acaala ranifiors
heacla barbinervia Aancia Heckearail Adsola . rendlel
Acacia basedowl| Aeacl oskenys Laacis retrorss
Acscia bynowana “-‘”’l holotrichs Aoaals rhetinocarpa
Acacia 2 s Vantie ‘:lﬂll :orr:duu Acacia rhigiophylls
Adscla canpylophylis 4 uln owiteil Acacla ridleysns
Aracla cornel Feran :‘”";“’" Acaoia rivalls
Acacla chrysotelche Az:el: lnbr cat: Aascis robioae

Acacl clunles-rossiae Aosol Pt Acacla sexlcola
il osola logremi} Acacia scalpallifornis
Acacia cnch{.ourv! Acacia inopa daacle sciophanes
Asacia.g it orcte VEesata Aoacia sedifolia
Acacla coveny§ Acecla k,;:f,,:,,' ::::‘:: :::‘l‘::::hu
:“c:l :r;::::““’ :“::' }'";““""“ Acacia solandri
cacls r H A|:l l. atisepala Acacls subflexuoss
Acacia Sreens Aasoia lucsstl Aoaala subracencsas
hcacla e tars AL'un'- segacephala Acacls subtitinervis
Acscia dﬁlf: tll' . ‘nu‘u melanery Acacla symoni |
Aescis gencickio) IR .c. | SO - tayiorians
Siemeerrle sesdis sierencirs sl e
cacis edonaglfo oscia nigricans loacis wardellis
Acacla durs Acacla oldfieloly Acsols wattal

Acacla enterocarpa Acacia oxycluda Adopcia l.lll o
Acecia flabellifolin Aoacis pachypoda b smsonil
Acaain Cingelliformis Acaols patagzeaki b

Asasie fleoker) hoacia 9 peuce
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