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Deat Mmters, 
The best of spring has been and the wt weather has set in here. 

why is it that here w l y  spring is wet te r  and colder than winter? A few new 
acaeias brightened things up w i t h  both A. lineata and gracilifolia flmering for 
the first t k .  
I forgot to ntentim in the last n m l e t t e r  that  I purchased Temy Tam's bDok 

"Aacias of Southeast Australia" for the group. It is available for loan to 
members who must p y  p t a q e  bth ways. (This m y  be expensive!) It will be a 
valuable reference for future leaders. 

mank you to the m m k r s  who contributed items for this newslettmz. I still 
have a couple of items for the next letter, but keep contributions caning in if 
you want three newsletters per year - the n e w l e t t e r  can be increased in size if 
necessary. 

BRNK NEWS: SaTle seds  are in short supply and will not be replenished until. 
next a u t w  so alease list a few a l te rna t ives  when orderins. I find it necessarv 
to =mind &s to enclose a business sized sim~@ i&ess& envehm~ f& 
each request for lots of 12 varieties of seed. If you only want 6 10- they will 
fit in an ordinarv letter envelow. S m ?  members have reauested more than 12 
Lots of seed, butdthese cannot be' sent I with certainty &ey will fit thmuqh 
the regulation postal slot 1 . Seed packets are &-pled on cardhard to keep them 
sgread as much as p s s i b l e  and prevent t h a  building up in the post and 
exceeding the regulation S m. thickness. Scme S(;RP seed banks say they r e r e  
rmre than 4% lpostage but if the thickness can be kept down this s m  
unnecessary. Note also that it is of assistance if you w r i t e  your rquest l i s t  
SQ that it can be cut up and the names insert& in the packets of seed. It also 
h e l p  if the requests are in alphabetical order as mast seed is in d o p e s  
which are filed alphatetically. It: is easier to m k  through these box by box. 
Groups him are financial -s of the Acacia Study Gtoup are enkitled to trhe 

s a w  seed requests as individual members provided these are request& in the 
name of the group and not individual members. There is not enough seed in each 
meet to divide between members but if you have a nllmber of mmb~%s interested 
in growing frm seed get than to put in a cargosite list. 

Overseas member's seed request postage is mered by their mmbrship fee and 
they are encouraged to ask for their yearly e n t i t l m t  in one oonsig~tlent as 
this saves postaqe. 

AClYJA SLIDES: This is very much a stcp, go, stop project. The problan is time 
to write notes to go with the slides - i t  is a long slow prmess. Brrrwsing 
through the file of -st newsletters f notice it was March 1984 when mion 
simmns first suggested t h i s  project. That it is now progressing, albzit slowly, 
is largely due to the contributions of Terry Tame and Inez Armitage. Thanks to 
John and ?-ion SirmKIns for slides of endenic Tasmanian species, 

Regards Bruce. 



ETa!lMmrm?s: 
P-- IN TRE BERWURF ARH~ - Ivan Tiley of "WELn Gherinu mufort, 

Victoria writes; " Quite a bit of plantation w r k  going on in the mufart 
district - w e  at Wlln Gherin have a roadside plantation of nearly 2 kilametres 
in length - and 4 raws of trees. Nany species of acacias plantd, prt icu lar ly  
the ones which do well in tbe area. Iteaphylla, p r a v i s s h  and floribunda are 
a l l  good gxners with us. Triptera, trineura, ricema and f irnbriata are going 
fairly well. 

Many kilanetres of the Western Highway were up graded during the last year, 
and there are now thousands of natives planted in alternate patches on the 
roadsides. Given a few years and they will be a great show." 
CM A BzlSa EUCK JW. SOcrra - ''I garden for pleasure - for the birds 

and for my well-being and I 'm not sure that other mnbers want tx~ read just a 
chatty account. But then that is what I would like to read - news of w h a t  other 
members grow and why- so here goes. 

Golden yellow is such a k p y  mlcxu: and really l ights  up the garden. I have 
retired on 4 hectares of sandy heathland, half of which is natural bushland, 
Indigenous species growing here are Ac. paradoxa, Ac. wxtAcillata, Ac. 
oxycedras, Ac. mearnsii, Ac. suaveolens, Ac. melmoxylon and oxyodras k s  
hybridis& w i t h  Ac, lonqifolia, Red-browled finches nest in the Ac. paradom each 
Y-• 
I have acacias which f l m  each mth UE the year, varying in size E m  Ac. 

ebata, to Ac. w i l d h a n a  the grass wattle which is in f 1- now (July) . Ae. 
schinoides has beau t i fu l  tan new foliage after profuse flawering in January. 

AC. baileyana has th ree  colours in new grawth - I have purple tips and muld 
love cuttings of red tips and golden tips. Can anyone oblige - or tell me where 
X can buy plants, please? 
My greatest joy at present is Ac. merintbphora. With i t s  intricate, finely 

jointed foliage it grms amng a clump of Calothamnus . Val M e r  
(Ccanbollrne Sauth) 

A.S.G.A.P. M3CT.A SNOY GMXP - EA?AKX 1995-94 
Inoame 

- 
Balance 1/7/93 686.60 
Membership fees and donations # 
Interest on A c m t  
Cash and StarrQ3s on hand 
mrAt 
Expenses 
Rrchase of se&s 
Newsletters I printing) 
Postage, post bags & envelops 
Petty cash {on hand) * 
Miscellap1eous f 
(;OV'ment bank charges 
Copy of slides 
&ok Purchase 
Balance 30/6/93 
TOTAL 

# Includes large donations for seed supplied and copying of slides. 
* S-s on hand have been included in postage 
+ Plastic and post h g s  ( in stock) , staples and tape gtc. 

The issue of only one newsletter in the year has enhanced the credit balance. 



acxIAs(1FTtiE-RlWGES 
"In my r-tly published Plant Identikit book of the Flinders Ranges I have 
included several acacia spcies including t w o  rare and probably endangered 
(threatened 1 species - A. at-anwsa and A. confluens f r a n  the Arlcar001a axea. 

I.  have just finished a very busy 18 months of effort with the booklet and 
during that tine have m r e d  over 11,000 kilometres. Acacias are an hprtant 
genus in the region, as they are in mst of arid Australia. 
I had permission to collect small amatnts of plant material in order to paint 

and identify specimens and was able to collect: small amunts  of seed in t h i s  
way, 1 have very srrrall seedlings just emerging of hth A. araneosa and - A. 
con£ luens and hope to get then to grw on. 

A. araneosa, which has a very limited range, grows on the most precipiws 
rocky hill Cops and very steep rocky slaps. I find it a fascinating plant, so 
whispy, cobweblike describes it very well. 

A. confluens is in d i r s t :  
contrast a dense leafy quite 
robust shrub with large 
strong seed pods and s-, 
It is also of very limit& 
range in rugged, rocky 
gorges. 

YEftKS ago 1 Was QI'E of 
a par ty  of f ive  which 
tracked down a healthy 
population of A. barattensis 
Lbught until then to be 
knawn frcm only a dozen or 
so plants. The Brinkworth 
Area Group of SGAP have just 
returned frm their mual 
canpout in the Flinders 
 rang^^, this year at 
Holowiliem station and we 
revisited the A. Barattensis 
plants discovered on that 
trip about ten years ago. we 
w=re please3 to find it 
still holding its own. 
It also grcrws on rocky 

hillsides and along m k y  
creek beds. It is a many 
stemned bush with thin 
scrrrPwhat st icky phyllodes. 
- Rosemary Pedler, Kmlunga. 
(Rasemary ' s "Wildflowers of 
the Northern Flinders 
Ranges'Vs a canpanion 
v c l m  to the same for the 
s c u t h m  section of the 
ra-iges. R x k e t  size it 
cxitains a map and brief 
eescription of the area ma 

52s paintings and notes Rosea~lry's f a m i t e  photo of Acacia 
cz 90 species (one per page).) armeosa taken at Arkarooka, 



* It was sad to receive the news fran Jeff Irons that Thcrnas Ross (Gerrrrany) has* 
*died. "I was at his funeral last -k'* writes Jeff, "he was 37. . . . 1 brought* 
*back sac seedlings of a. mssei frcm Bad -en. They may k a m e  a menrrrial * 
*to Ttmmas." * 
* x cannot find when -S first joined the Acacia study'aoup but * 
*in 1984 he wrote of his acacias in a harsh Gerrrran winter and i n  later yaars of* 
*also growing acacias in Spain. W i t h  Jeff I m s  he had written a book on* 
*"Australian Plants in EuKlpe". * 
RR***X*******R*RR***R*****X*****~**X~S~*X******************~********************** 

Nm MM3lES: Wkcme to the Bairnsddle SGAP, Athol  and Mation Dutre and 
Margaret Randall who have joined the group since the last newsletter. Athol and 
Marion are interested in edib le  acacia seed and Margaret who has an interest: in 
growing small acacias has inclded a list of scme 30 acacias she has growing. 
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