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Wind evolved dwarfing banksias in the F.N.P.

(Fitzgerald National Park)

On a recent field trip to Cave Point, at the eastern end of the park we located thri@iba
species growing less than half their normal size. Banksaéka lemanniana& nutans var. nutans
growing alongside each otheNone of these exceeded kndmight. A low form ofviolaceawith mauve
flowersgrows 100m away.

Media, grandis& other WA species from very windy coastal environmentgelpaioven to grow
true to type from seed. | believe these will do likewise. Due to pollination often from larger shrub forms
growingnearby,further inland seed progeny varies greatlgs the plans grow their habitbecomes
distinguishablePollinators such as birds & bees can travel some distance and this determines the

progeny.

WA species are mostly difficult to grow from cuttings unlike eastern speciesavdwesfing and
floriferous individualdiave been grown & promoted as registered cultivars.

Cave Point in the FitzgeraNhtional Park.

B. media (LH®.emmaniana (centre with bronze new foliag&)nutans var. nutans (RHS).



B. lemmaniana low form. B. nutans var. nutans low form.

Hidden treasures. B. media low form.

B. nutans var. nutanffaky paper barked trunk &ruiting cone.

Eastern Banksia Cultivasynopsig courtesy Karlo Taliana as presert

at the Biennial Wildflower Conference heldt Kiama, NSW2022.

Over the pasthirty years, many low growing forms of Banksia from seaside locations have
been reognised by nurserymen and plant breeders. Some have been quick to stamp their
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cultivars are taken from locations along the NSW and Vic. coasts where they areciptse
strong coastal winds.

The result is that some of the common eastern species (in particular, those from the
Banksia spinuloseomplex,B. ericifoliaand B. serratd, tend to grow as dwarf or lower forms. The
full wind force of Mother Nature turns them into bondéie specimens that remain true to form
making them the perfect garden subje@&ven when cultivated under more benign conditions.



