










The genus Beaufortia which is endemic to 
Western Australia is one of several related 
genera in  the Myrtaceae family which produce 
bottlebrush flowers. 

Beaufortia sparsa is confined to the Albany 
district of Western Australia where it thrives in 
swamps which dry out in summer, hence its 
common name, swamp bottle brush. 

Forming a shrub of delicate and open ap- 
pearance, 1-2 m in hcight, 8. sporsais best in 
group plantings with individual plants close 
together. The leaves, up  to 1 cm long, are 
arranged in  two pairs of opposite rows. They 
are dark green and provide an interesting con- 
trast to the bright flowers. 

For those who prefer a denser bush, B. 
sparsa responds well to t ip pruning. This is 
best done in spring before new growth starts. 

The bottle brush flower spikes, 6-7  c m -  
across and about 6 cm long consist of many 
stamens. They are the main attraction of this 
shrub and because they are formed on the 
younger stems are easily seen. The form 
growing in Canberra Botanic Gardens is a vivid 
pinky-orange, though colour can vary from 
light orange through to deep red.' 
 he main flowering period is late summer 

and autumn and the flowers are a welcome 
addition to  the garden when most other 
flowers have long since faded. Native honey- 
eater birds and bees are attracted to this plant 
and add interest to native gardens. 

B. sparsa is available at the more specialised 
native plant nurseries and may be planted in 
most situations although a sunny position is 
best to promote a free-flowering plant. In its 
native habitat it occurs in poorly drained situ- 
ations, but in cultivation it does best in a well- 
drained l ight soil with periodic fertilising. 
Growth is moderate in Canberra's cold climate 
where plants seem to reach their maximum 
size in five to six years. The species is well able 
to  withstand the severest frosts and can be 
regarded as frost hardy. 

The woody seed capsules remain on the old 
stems for years and for those with access to 

Beaufortia sparsa: Beaufortia-in 
honour of the Duchess of Beaufort (f. 
18 12), a patron of botany; 
sparsa-from the Latin meaning 
spread open, scattered 

mature plantsform a ready source of seed. The 
mature capsules are removed from the plant 
and placed in a warm position where the cap- 
sules quickly open releasing the fine seed. 

Cuttings are also an excellent form of propa- 
gation. Tip cuttings taken in late summer and 
placed on a heated bench with mist will gen- 
erally produce good results. 

Pests and diseases seem to  be limited to a 
small scale insect whose presence is usually 
first indicated by a black smut which thrives 
on the insect's excretions. Control is best 
achieved by a spray of Malathion and white 
oil. Two applications are sometimes needed 
for complete control. 

1 RHS Colour Chart. 1966, orange-red group 32A. 




