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INTRODUCTION
I apologise to members for the long delay between this & the previous

Newsletter. Originally the intention was that the Newsletters e produced at
irreguiar intervals but avcraging four per year. It has not been possible to
maintain this rate lor & number of reasons including .cost of postage, avail-
ability of material and time, I ‘would not like members to feel that the time
interva. between Newsleiters is am indication of lack of interest on my part.
I will continue to ‘produce Newsletters when approprlate and collate.material
- received’from members: Progress in an undertak1n~ like this is, however,-slowe
: Cnly two comments were received on: thé ‘proposal to extend - the Group's

8ct1v1tics to include Regelia, Phymatooarpus & possibly Calothamnus. At this
stage I have decided against getting involved W1th these other genera “but may
‘conslder the proposal ”gt;ﬂ latere - - . . !

GALL FOR FUNDS T / ; :

v As 1ndlcated in’ the financlal statemenm at the end of the Newsletter,
the Group is. now: in.ﬂhe "red". as regards funds. This has been largely:brought
-about dus to advance paymeni for secd. As a-result it will be necessary to ask

“members *o contribute: am.additional $I towards the cost of runming the Group.

This. should Be sufficient for amother I2 momths at least. Please note that this

oall for funmds doés- NOT apply %o members who have joinmed since-Jamuary I978.
St The membershlp fee -should Be forwarded as soom as possible to .enmsure

f:.contlnued receipt of “the Newsletter.

SEED BANK

beed  is 20 cents per: packet...qsome is very-limited SO please inﬂlca%e
alternatlves.

Species availatle ares anasandra, decussata, heterophylla, 1ncarna,
mlcrantha, orbifolia, sctherl, sparsa. :
e In’ addition toithe above - the follOW1ng sp601es are on order (date. of
receipt undertaim )3 ~erlooephala, purpurea, squarrosa. I am also hopeful of
receiving seed of B. Bracteosa..oe..further details in ﬂhe next Newsletter.

GRAFTING EXPERIMENTS ' -

~ As memtioned inm the last Newslcttcr, I would like. the Group to undertake
a project om tke grafting of Beaufortia onto suitable rootstocke

' I recently-contacted Canberre Botnnzc ‘Gardens to obtain adv1ce on methods
etc. They have vsed Kunzea ambigua as a rootstock for Myrtaceae genera and feel
that this species should Be suitable as a rootstock for Beaufortiaes K. ambigua
is,. of course, readily a"ﬂllable, extremely Liardy & strikes ridiculously easily
from: cuttings. Details of C.B.G. grafting méthods™ {on’ Prosﬁantheras) can be
obtained from the CeBeGs booklet "Grow1ng'Native Plants" Vols Ty I977 which.
should be available at Australian Government Bookshops (cost is $I.I5). The
HeSeWe Dept-of Agriculiure also gives brief details of grafting methods in the.
"Royal Batanic Gﬂrdens. Bulletln Noo II" which 1s available free of charge from
tfke Department.

.Those who wish to partlclpate in the project will need access to
Beaufortlas to use as the sciones. there does not seem to be any reason why this
material could not be obtained by post in a similar manner to cuttlngs( see
previous Newsletters for details of persons who are willing to supply cutting-
materlal). :

The most immediate job is, of course, striking.of Sufflcient plants of
K. ambigua. If anyone has difficulty in obtaining cutting: material of this
tlent tlease let me know. It may well be that another rootstock may be more
suitable and somme members may 11ke to look at hardy spe01cs of Melaleuca or 25
Calothamnus, for cxample. ;. '

It would be appreclated i members xho are going to- attempt the grafting
project would let he knowe CeBeGo recommend .spring or autumn as the best times
for grafting. After wraftlng plantq ghould be -placed under fairly heavy- shade
at a ﬁemperature,o; approx. 265%C 'wmder a mlstlné systom or where ‘they can be
watered ‘several #imes’ o day.

MENMBERS NCTES N
There secms to Be a general *eluctanne on the part of members to forward

information on their ezperiences'(both good & bad). This makes it difficult for
me to make any assescment.of members necds. It is only by exchange of information
that our understanding of propagation requirements & methods of cultivation in

wvarious areas will incrcase.
In the last Wewslietter I asked members to supply slides & foliage
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specimens....not one response was forthcoming despite the fact that there arec
a reasonable number of members growing Beaufortias successfully. If members
are not satisfied'with the progress of the group or have suggestions on how 1t
mighit ﬁe 1mproved, L would Be only too happy to hear from theme.

ANNUAL F%OWER EXHIBITION. . (AANBERRA REGION ,

I have received a letter from the Canberra Region indicating that it
is proposed to sect aside an area at the 1978 exhibition for a display
indicating the activities of Study Groups and I have heen asked if the
Beaufortia Group would be interested in participatinge. I have not yet made
any decisiun-on the matter although: I am inelined to the view that the group
is not ready to put on any display at present. At a minimum it would be
necessary’ to show as many photographs of the various membérs of the genus as
possible accompan1ed by a description of each species. As mentioned above, I
do not have access . at present to many photographs at alle If members can
assist in providing photographs or have any other ideas for -a suitable display,
Please contact me as soon as possiblee The exhibition will be staged on
2IT-22 October. :

NEW MEMBERS v
: The following new members are welcomed t#o the group:
S ol el oPa Ganberra Region, P.Oe« Box 207, Civic Sgey, AeCeTejy 26084
Westerm Australiom Wildflower Society (Inc.), Pe0. Box 64, Nedlands, WeAe,6009:-
Mrse SeGe Chinner, 'Derrlbong s Piccadilly Rd., Crafers, South Aust., 5I52e-
Parrékie Area Group; S«GeAePo, Parrakic, Souwth Aust.,530IL.
(Honb Sece Mrse Code Elthgow)
An; updﬁtea mﬁmbershlp list will ®e issued with he nnxj N9ws1etter.

QUESTIONNATRES '

I had hoped to 1ssue o questionnaire concerning cultivation methods
‘witth this Newsletter. To do sos, however, would hawe caused furthker delay. mhe
¢~quest10nnaire will definately accompany the next Newsletter.

-fAnyone who reguires additional copies of Questionnaires Nose T & 2e.ss
please let me know. (These arc the ones dealing wzth propagation from seed and
cuttings)e it . e

FINANCTIAL STATEMENT (I November I9TT to 30 A.pr:LJL 197&1
' The following sto .tement doe nﬂt include the cost of preparation &
postage of #his Newslettere S

ILGOME _ » EXPENDITURE
Broughit forward : $25,3O ¢ Correspondence $11.29
Membership fees $ 5,00 ¢ Stotiomry : $ 1.85
Donations . $ I,00 ¢ Seeéd purchoses $33o30
Seed sales : $I10.60 = R

Potale $41,.90 : - $26.04

Balance - $ 4054
FINALLY : - _
The worst time for growing the more difficult native plants im
Sydney is undouBtedly the January-Morch periode It is im this period thot High
- humidity & heawy rains generally occur. This year the rain-was slow to arrive
but certainally made up for any delay in late March, Failures in this period
hawe included smoll plants of B. decussotn, omisafdra, sparsa & imcarho.
However, all fis mot yet lost as smoll plants of B, purpurea,orhifolia, schaueri
& micranttho are still doing welle If at first you don't succecdsesseees

Best WisheSeeecereo
Brian Walters
Study Group Leader
I9 Hurley Ste
. Toongabhie, NeSeW., 2146
(Phone 6361365)



