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IWTRODUCTION

There has not been a great deal of contact between members over the
past twelve months. This is mainly my fault, due to pressure of other activ—
ities (notably the HeS./s Region Seed Bank). Please feel free to contact me at
any time with information, seed requests,; etc.

In particulary I would like to ascertain the progress from the
original seed sowings some years agos. Those members who were able to plant
out seedlings from those sowings might like to let me know how. they. are-
prorressinge

SLED BANK

The following species are avallable (some in very small quantities)
at 20 cents per packets-

anisandra, anisandra (capsules), dumplerll, decussata (capsules),
elegans, eriocephala, heterophylla, heterophylla (cqpsules), macrostemon,
micrantha, micrantha (capsulesg, orbifolia, schaueri, sparsa, squarrosa, purvureas

PROPAGATION BY GRAFTING

This project has been strugsgling along for a couple of years with
little to report. One of the problems (apart from computlblllty) appears to bhe
convincing people that they have the ability to carry out a successful graft.
If you can strike a cutting, you have sufficient skills for grafting. -

To develop confidence try grafting a Prostanthera (such as P, nivez)
onto Westringia fruticosa using the top wedge graft. This is quite easy after
a little practice. Once a technique has been developed experiments with
Beaufortias can be commenced.

With Beaufortiaé, as there is no species which could be regarded as
being consistantly reliable in the eastern states, the scarch for a stock plant
must be directed towards other genera. Kunzea ambigua has been suggested but
the National Botanic Gardens have now given it away. They are now using
Callistemon citrinus and have successfully graftcd D. micrantha onto it (they
have also grafted Iiremaea beaufortioides onto C. citrinus and not K. ambigua
as indicated in the last necwsletter). Thus C. citrinus is a good starting point
in the search for a stock plant but therc appears to be no rcason why other
herdy Callistemon species (or species of other gencra such as Melaleuca) could
not be tried, . '

-Another stock which could be looked at is Regelia ciliata « This is
closely related to Beaufortia and would probably have a good chance of successs
Unfortunately it is not as hardy as would be prefrrred but it is certaindy”
more hardy than any Beaufortia (at least in Sydney).

For those who do not have access to any references on grafting I
have enclosed with this necwsletter a pamphlet produced by the NeSs¥e. Region
on propagation generally. Grafting is covered briefly inthe pamphlet (in
sufficent detail to get people started anyway). '

I find the most convenient graft is the "cutting graft" in vhich
propagation of the stock and the graft are donc at the seame time. This works
guite well with Prostantheras and is more convenicnt than conventisdal grefts.
On the decbit side there are more arcas where foilure con occur (it's a cruel
twist of foate if the graft takes and the stock won't form T00tSesce)

Nescofilms This product was developed for the pharmaceutical
industry and is 2 self—adhcsmve transparent film which is idezl for use as 2
grafting tape when cut into strips. It avoids the necessity of trjmnb to
secure knots on small diameter matcerial. The Blue Mountains Group of 'SGAP is
attempting (with difficulty) to obtain a supply and if any member would like
some lct me know and I will send it when (and if) I can.

Any member who knows of 2 distributor for the product might like to

let me knowe
BEAUFORTIAS 4 « o « « GENERAL DIBSCRIPTIONS (Continued)

An ‘2dditional reference to those listed in newsletter No. 8 &=
"Jestern Australian Iotive Plonts in Cultivation"...Foirall.

Beaufortin heterophylloesseeStirling Range Bottlebush

The specific naome refers to the variations in the leavese.

A small, compact shrul rarely exceeding I metre in height by -
similar spread. It occurs in gravelly soils in the Stirling Renges and in
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some areas to the north—east of the Range.

Flowers occur in clusters along the brenches and arec scarlet or
purplish-red in colour and very showy. Flowers are at their best in September
and October but —ay be seen between August ond Morch.

Leaves are narrow, lincar and heath-like, 4 to IO mm. long.

Fruits are woody capsules arranged around the stem in globular
clusters about IO mme in diameter, This species appears to retain some seed
within the capsules and mechanical extraction may be an adventage.

This is one of the most spectacular and desirable species but is
also quite difficult in cultivation. It should be grown in well drained,

sandy gravel in light shade.

Beaufortia decussata

The specific nome refers to the arrangement of the lecves whereby
lecves are in opposite pairs with each succeeding pair being at right angles
to the previous paira.

A tall, erect shrub to 2.5 metres which occurs in the lower
south western corner of W.A. in sandy gravel. .

Flowers .are bright red 'bottlebrushes! and appear in late.summer
ond cutyunn. Flower buds arc reportcd to Zppear up to twelve months - before the
flowvers open.

Leaves arc dccu@satc, ovate in shape I2 to I5 mm. long by about
8 mm. wide.

Fruits are woody capsules about 6 mm. long by 6 mm, diameter. Seecd
is difficult to extract without the usc of some mechanical equipment,

In cultivation thls specics requircs o well drained situation in
sun or semi-sha de.

Beaufortia elegans ; : - a0

The specific namc mcons 'grLccful' and . presuma bly refers to the
overall appearance of the shrub. .

. A sm2ll, compact shrub to about I.5 metrés high and wide. It occurs

on sandy soils in the northern parts of the Soufh-wcstern Botanicael Prov1nce,
sometimes on the sdges of sWompse

Flowers are in dense, ovoid or oblong spikes, rosc red or purple in
colour. Flowering occurs betwecn September and- Februaory.

Leaves ore decussatcy ovoid in shape, 3-6 mme in length.

Fruits are woody capsules probably arranged around the stem in
globular clusters. I have no information regarding casc of seed extraction.

In cultivation a sardy soil in sun or semi-shade is reouired.
Judging by itc natural habitate, au assured availability of moisture would be
requiredess.ebut well-drained.
B. elegons vor. minor s— This variety differs from B. elegans in the leaves
which' are mostly 2 mm. long , and in the smaller, deep pink flowers occuring
mostly in globular hCWdSo-'

Beaufortia macrostemon A :
The specific nome means 'large stamens' and is self-explanatory.
A small, bushy shrub to I metre high and wide with many sleénder
branches arising from a lignotuber from which it regenerates. after fire. It
occurs in the Darling and Stlrllng districts of the South-western Botan10a1
Province.

Flowers occur in clusters about 25 mm. w1de by a similar length,
upright and spreading. Colour is orange-red to deep red. Flowers occur
terminally, the stem continuing to grow on after flowcring. Flowering period

is spring and early summer,
‘Leaves are narrow lanceolate about IO mm . long by 2 mm, wide,

Frults are woody capsules. I have no information on casc of sced

extractions.
In cultlvatlnn o well-drained sandy soil in sun or. soml—shade would

~robably giwve best results.

PROPAGATION FROM CUTTINGS. ¢ o e Summery of returned questionnaires

The: fOllOWlng information has becn extracted from members! complctcd
questionnaires. Unfortunatecly the number of guestionnaires returned wa
quite small .and:-it is difficult to draw any meaningful conclusions. The
following notes should therefore be treated with caution.

Generally the time of taking cuttings was not particularly
important, howcverymorc work on this aspect is required especially for those
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specics which showed poor strike rates.Best results were achieved with firm,
new growtheesolder wood should be avoided. Most growers used a hormone
preparation on the basec of cuttings and this secms to be beneficizl (see
Newsletter Wos 3). At least two members use a fungicide spray at regulor
intervels.

There appears to be some variation betwecen species in the ecasc of strik~
ing. Based on results available, B. sparsa, decussata, clegans and anisandra
scem to strike rcadily. Of the other speciecs attempted results arce inconsistent.
In my own case where cuttings of a number of specics have been subjected to
the same treatment, those mentioned above struck rcadily while B. orbifolia,
incana, squarrosa, purpurca, schaueri, heterophylla and micrantha showed
varyihg success rates (none of which would be regarded as satisfactory). Other
individual members have had better rosults with some of thesc 'difficult!
speciess Informetion from members is needed regarding the propagation of thesc
specics from cuttingse.

. Beaufortia-sparsa

Wo. of Date of Location Timc to % Comments
Reports taking Strike . Strike
Received ! cuttings (wecks) - :
B June Horsham(V) 8 75 No. 2 hormonc, mist, heat
3 Octe Toronto(W) | 4-5 100 B o
' ~ |Mar. = | Castlerc- | 6-8 90 No. 2 hormone
agh(N) ' ' ‘

Analysiss— Onc of the casiest species to propegate. Very sensitive
to over-watering after potting-on. -

Beaufortia decussata

{ Septe Toronto(N)| 7 ' 90 l
2 | 0ct. Sydney 6=-8 90 Nos 2 hormone
Analysiss— As for B. sparsa. S
Beaufortia elegans
- I Gatton(&) | 4 - 60
2 ' Octs ! Sydney 1 6-8 80 No. 2 hormone

Analysiss— Appears to be recasonably casy to propagate but one report
indicates a high loss rate after potting on. Early planting out may be
desirable, : '

Beaufortia orbifolia:

‘ t June Horsham(V) 8 75 No. 2 hérmone, mist, hcat
3 April Ringwood(V)l 8 50 Nos 2 hormonc
+ Octe ! Sydney I2 10 Nos 2 hormone

Analysiss— Variable resultse.eeesappcars to be hardier than most once
planted out and is attractive in both foliage and flower. Definately onc to
persist withe A

Beaufortia incana

Mor . Ringwood (V)] B ' T00 | No. 2 hormonc
2 | Octe ' Sydncy - 0 No. 2 hormonec

Analysis:— Further work nccded. Time of toking cuttings may be
importante.

Beaufortia schaueri

| July Ringwood(V)[. 8 50 No. 2 hormone
2 ! Oct. j Castlere- | 12 ’ "I0 " | Noe 2 hormone
L P ' agh(

Analysiss:= As for B. orbifolic.

Beaufortia squarroso

May Ringwood(V)] 7 20 No. 2 hormone
-2 May Castlcre- - | 0 Noe 2 hormone
i agh(l)

Analysis:— As for B. incana.

-



4e

Beaufortia heterophylla

Noe of ; Date of | Location “Time to % é Comments
Roports | taking ’ strike Strike |
Received | cuttings l (wecks) |

£ §<Oct. | Sydncy I 8-I2 20 I No. 2 hormone

Analysiss— Limitcd quantity of material nyailablcs.emorc work
necded,

Beoufortia micrantha

I ‘ Octe - l Sydney : 8-I2 ’ I0 ’ Noes 2 hormone

Analysis:— As for D. hctcrophylle.

Beaufortia anisandra

I. »-~.é Octe -~| Sydney - - l- -8 | 80 i Nos 2 hormone

Analysise— Appears reasonably easy to propagate. Lack of materizl o
probleme

MEMDERS NOTES

Thenks to all members who have writtenes The following is extracted from
some of those letters,

Leila Huebner (Nelson; Vic.) notes that demping off losses are a serious
problem even when a2 fungicide is usecd. Further losses occur following ¥rans-—
plenting secdlings from punnets to individual tubes, Leila recommends sowing &
fow seeds into individual tubes initially to avoid this problem.

Kay and Colin Decan (Pcnﬁuln, Tas.) rcport Be sparsa, schaueri and
orbifolia doing well in the gardcen but have found Be. heterophylle difficult to
establish with many losses in a number of situdtionSs...eeBe hetcrophylla is
probably one of the most difTficult species, but it is such & spectacular small
olant that it is one wc must persist withe ’

Julie Smyrna-Jones (Dodges Ferry, Tas.) rcports recasoncble success
with B. sparsc planted in 2 clay bonk where a good water supply is available.
Other plants of B. sparsa planted in well drained sand have not done as well
due to the dry weother conditionsSsesesls sparsa grows naturally in swampy oreas
so it is rcosonable to expect that it would precfer an omplce supply of moisture
in cultivotione However, I understand thot even in naturce the swampy arcas dry
out in summer and the plant would rcly almost cntirely on capillary water for
survival. The message would secem to be that water is necessary o..but not
bogay conditions.

1{:.MBERSHIP FELS

Feecs for I98I are due on I January so plecse forward yours a&s soon as
possible (if due)
Your subscription for I98I ($2,00) is/is not duc.

FLIANCIAL STATEMENT {I Morch I980 to 30 Nov. 1980)

I INC-OME : ' EXPENDITURE
Brought forward =8 0643 % Corrcspondence 3 Be87
Membership fecs $31,00 . Printing Newsletter - & 3.I2
Sced sales 513426 . Stationary L8 2452
Donations 8 2,00 . Secd purchescs 325420
Totals w4583 639471

Balence § 6,12

U L.L:LY

The drought in k.Seile has made cstablishment of my new native plantings
very time consuming. Most of the small Becaufortias arc doing reasonably wcll
in the dry conditions. so that, 2t lcast, is one consolation. But I'd gladly
tolerate a few losses for a few days of continuous rain.

As is usual, this Newsletter has been produced much later than I had
hoped. Howevery, the declay gives me the opportunity to extend to all members
best wishes for Christmas and the New Ycars

Brian Valters
Study Group Leader
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