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There has not been a great deal of contact between members over the 
past twelve months. This is mainly my fau l t ,  due t o  pressure of other activ- 
i t i e s  (notabky the I!T,S.:T. Region Seed ~ a n k ) ~  Please feel  f ree  t o  contact me a t  
a y  time with information, seed requests, etc. 

I n  part icular ,  I would l i k e  t o  ascertain the progress from the 
original  seed sowings some years ago. Those members who were able t o  plant 
out seedlings from those sowings might l i ke  t o  l e t  me know how. they. are.... . 
pro,gressing. 

The followiry;~species are available (some i n  very small quanti t ies)  
a t  20 cents per packet;- 

anisandra, anisandra (capsules), dampierii, decussata (capsules), 
elegans, eriocephala, 

heteroph); 
l l a ,  heterophylla (capsules), macrostemon, 

micrantha, micrantha (capsules , orbifolia,  schaueri, sparsa, squarrosa, purpurea. 

PROPAGATION BY GHAFPIlJG 

This project has been s t ruggl ing along fo r  a couple of years with 
l i t t l e  t o  report. One of the problems (apart from compatibility) appea-s t o  be 
convincing people tha t  . they. h3,ve the a b i l i t y  t o  carry out a 
If you can s t r i k e  a cutting, you have s u f f i c i e n t , s k i l l s , f o r  

To develop confidence t r y  graf t ing a Prostanthera . 6 ,  I 

onto Qestri-a frut idosa using the top wed* graft .  This is .quite easy a f te r  
a l i t t l e  practice. Once a technique has been developed experiments with 
Beaufortias can be commenced. 

'IJith ~ e a u f o r t i G ,  as there is no species which could be regarded as 
being conaistantly r e l i ab l e  i n  the eastern s ta tes ,  the search fo r  a stock plant 
must be directed r .* towards other genera. Kunzea ambigua has been suggested but 
the National Botanic Gardens have now given it away. They a re  now using 
Callistemon c i t r inus  and have successfully grafted 33. micrantha onto i t  (they 

maea beaufortioides onto C. c i t r inus  and not K. mbi* 
a s t  newsletter). Thus C. c i t r i n G  is a good s t a r t i ng  point 

i n  the search f o r  a stock plant  but there appears t o  be no reason why other 
hardy Callis-kemon species (or  species of other genera such as Ekelaleuca) could 
not be t r i ed ,  

- .Another stock which could be looked a t  is Re ,q l i s  c f l i a t a  . This is  
closely re la ted t o  &eaufo$ka and would probably have a good chance of success. 
Unfortunately i t  is hot  as hardy as would be prefcrrcd but i t  is  certai*' 
more hardy than any Beaufortia ( a t  l e a s t  i n  sydney) . 

For those who do not have access t o  any references on graft ing I 
have enclosed with t h i s  ne~ i s l e t t e r  a pamphlet produced by %he BeS.2. Region 
on propagation generally. Grafting is covered br ief ly  inthe pamphlet ( i n  
sufficent  de t a i l  t o  get  people s ta r ted  anyway). 

I find the most conveniezt graft is the "cutting graft1' i n  which 
propagation of the stock and the g ra f t  a re  done a t  the sane time. This works 
qui te-  well with ~ r o s t a n t h e r G  and is more convenient than conventi6hal mcfts. 
On the debit  s ide there a re  more areas where fa i iu re  cc.n occur ( i t ' s  a cruel  
twist of f ~ ~ t e  i f  the grnft  takes and the stock won1 t form roots.. . .) 

~escofi lm! This product vzs developed f o r  the pharmr?.ceuticnl 
industry'and is n self-adheshe transparent f i l m  which i s  idecl  for  use LW a 
c ra f t ing  tape when cut  in to  s t r ips .  It avoids the necessity of t o  
secure knots on small diameter matcri~.l ,  The Blue Hountc.ins Group of'SGAP is 
attempting (with di f f icul ty)  t o  obtain a supply and i f  aany member would l i k e  
some lo% me know and I w i l l  send it when (and i f )  I can. 

Any member who knows of a dis t r ibutor  for  the product might l i k e  t o  
l e t  me know. 

BEAUFORTI AS. . . . .GEIER.f& DCSCRIPTIOiIS (C ontinued) 

An .additional reference to  those l i s t e d  i n  newsletter No. 8.1- 
"17es tern  .~us'kralictn 1Jative P lcn t s  i n  C ~ l t i v a t i o n ~ ~  .. .Fzirall. 

~ e ~ u f o r t i ' a  heterophyllc?. . . . .St%rling Range Bottlebush 
The specif ic  name re fe rs  t o  the vnriations i n  the leaves. 
A small, compact shrub r~ . r e ly  exceeding I metre i n  height by a 

similar spread. It occurs i n  ~ ~ v e l l y  so i l s  i n  the S t i r l i n g  R q e s  and i n  



some areas t o  the north-east of the Rc.nge. 
Flowers occur i n  c lus te r s  along the branches and 'arc s c z r l e t  or  

purplish-red i n  colour and very sherry. Flowers a r e  a t  t h e i r  best  i n  September 
and October but --ay be seen' between Aug-mt and El8,rch. 

Leaves a r e  narrow, l i n e a r  and heath-like9 4 t o  I 0  mm. long. 
F ru i t s  a r c  ~roody cnpsules mranged cxound the stem i n  g10bul~a.r 

c lus te r s  zbout I 0  mm. i n  diameter. This species nppears t o  r e t a i n  some seed 
within the  c?.psules and mechcnicnl extract ion may be ail &dv~.ntqe ,  

This i s  one of the most spectacular and desixc.ble species b u t ' i s  
l l s o  "u i t c  d i f f i c u l t  i n  cul t ivc t ion .  It should be @own i n  well drcined, 
sandy p c v e l  i n  l i g h t  shade, 

Beaufortia ' decussnta 
The speci?ic nme r e f e r s  t o  the zrrnngement of the l e ~ ~ v e s  whereby - " 

lezves zre  i n  opposite pni rs  with each s u c c e c d i n ~  pni r  beine; a t  r i e h t  angles 
t o  t h e  previous paire  

A t a l l ,  e rec t  shrub t o  2*5 metres which occurs i n  the loraer 
south western corner of IJoBe i n  sandy p a v e l .  

Flowers ,we bright  r ed  tbot t lebrushest  and appear i n  l a t e  summer 
and c u t ~ n .  Flower buds nrc reported t o  rrppear up t o  twelve months.bcforo the 
f 1 o~rers  open. 

Lezvcs a r c  decussatc, ovatc i n  shapc I 2  t o  I5 rnm. l o n g  by about 
8 mm. wide. 

F ru i t s  m e  woody capsules cbout 6 mm. Long by 6 mm, diameter. Seed 
is d i f f i c u l t  t o  ex t rac t  without the use of some mechanical equipment. 

I n  cultivation t h i s  species requircs  r? well drained s i t u z t i o n  i n  
sun or  semi-shade. 

Bccufortia e l e ~ a n s  .- . - 
Thc spec i f i c  namc mcans t g r c c c f . ~ l t  and presumably re fe r s  t o  the 

. . . . 
overcl l  appearance of the s b u b ,  . . .  . .  . . . . -- 

A smcll, compact shmb t o  about I .5 natrSs..high .and wide. ' It occurs 
on sand$ s o i l s  i n  the northern pa r t s  of the South-western Botznicr.1 Province, 
s~m'etimes on the 2dges 02 sw~.mps, 

Flowers a r c  i n  dense, ovoid or  ob low spikes,  r o s e ' r e d  mm'purple i n  
coloy?.. Flowering accurs betwacn September and,Februc.ry. 

- .  Leaves ?.re doc.~~sd-f;@d' ovoid i n  shape, 3-6 mn. i n  .len,$h. 
F'ruits ?.re woo* cnpsules probcbly arra.nged around the stem- in '  

globular c lus te r s ,  I have no informetion regarding case of seed extraction. 
I n  cul t iva t ion  a shr3y s o i l  i n  sun o r  semi-shade is reguired. 

Judging by i t n  n ~ t . ~ a l  habl.ln-le, sz assured a v z i l a b i l i t y  of moisture would be 
required..:...but well-drained.. 
3. elegans var. minor :- This-'eel-rfety d i f f e r s  from B, e l e ~ a n s  i n  the leaves 
which'aro mostly 2 mm. long and i n  the smnller, deep pink flowers occuring 
mostly i n  globul8.r heads; . . .  .--. . . . . . 

. . .  . . .  

Beaufortitl macro stem^ . 
The spec i f i c  name moms ' la rge  stamens, and i s  self-explanctory. 
A small, bushy shrub t o  I metre high and wide with mcny s~er ide r  -. 

branches a r i s i n g  from a lignotuber from which i t  regcnera tes .af ter  f i r e .  It 
occurs i n  the  Darling a n d , S t i r l i n g  d i s t r i c t s  of the  South-western Botanical 
Province. 

Flowers occur i n  c lus te r s  about 25 mm. wide by a a i n i l c r  l e ~ t h ,  
upright and spreading. Color is orange-red t o  deep red. Flowers occur 
terminally, tho stem conxnuing t o  grow on a f t e r  flowering. Flowering period 
i s  spr ing  and e w l y  summer, 

.Leaves m e  narrow lanceolclte about I 0  mm. long bp 2 mm. wide. 
F ru i t s  a r e  ~ ~ o o d y  capsulesb I have no informction on e m c  of seed - 

extraction. " ' 
1n.cul t iVation a well-drained sandy s o i l  i n  sun or  scmi-shade would 

r o b a b l y  glva best  resul t s .  . . 

PROPAGATION F R ~ M  CUTTIiVGS . , ,. .Summary of returned qucs t ionnaires  - - -- - 
The' following information ha? becn extracted from memberst completed 

questionnaires. Unfortunately the number 'of questionnaires returned wns 
qu i t e  smcll and: k t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  draw any mc"cmingfu1 conclusions. The 
following notes should thercfore be t rected with caution. 

Generally the time of taking cut t ings w c s  not pa r t i cu la r ly  
important, howcver,morc riorlc on t h i s  aspect is required especial ly for  those 



specics  which showed poor s t r i k e  rctes.Dest r e s u l t s  were achieved with f i rm,  
nerT gror~th...older wood should be nvoided. l o s t  powers  used a hormonc 
prepcrat ion on the  bnsc of cuttings and t h i s  secms t o  be beneficial (see  
Itc~cwslctter 30. 3). A t  l e a s t  two members use a fungicide spray a t  regulcx 
in tervc ls .  

There nppcars t o  be some ~ ~ r i e t i o n ' b e t w ~ c n  spccies  i n  the ease of s t r i k -  
ing. Based on r e s u l t s  cvailablc,  Be sparsn, dccussatn, clegans and c?.nisa,ndra 
scem t o  s t r i l : ~  readi ly.  O f  the  other  species  attemptcd r e s u l t s  a r e  inc ins i s t en t .  
Iil my own case where cu t t ings  of a number of species  hcve becn subjected t o  
thc  s m e  treatment, those mcntioned abovc s t ruck  r cad i ly  while B. orbi fo l ie ,  
incanc, squarrosa, purpuren, schaueri ,  heterophylla and micrnnthn showcd 
varying succbss r a t e s  (none of which would be regarded ds ~ n t i s f e c t o ~ ) .  Other 
individual  membcrs have had b e t t e r  r e s u l t s  with some o f  thesc ' d i f f i c u l t '  
spccies.  Information f'rom membcrs is needcd regcrding thc p r ~ p a ~ t i o n  of thcsc 
specics  from cut t in&. 

Beaufortio dccuisata  . , . -, -. -. . . . 

-- 
Tilo. of I Dcte of Location .Time t o  I I Comments 
Reports talcing S trilce S t r i k c  

~(wechs) I ' 
Bcceived I cu t t ings  , 

. .  , .  

Sept . Toronto ( N) 
2 i Oct. ( Sydney I 6-8 o I NO. 2 hormone 

Analysis:- A s  f o r  B. spcrsa. . - . -  

Beaufortia elegans 

i -  at ton(&) 
2 I Oct. Sydney 6-8 

Analysis:- Appcars t o  be reasonably easy t o  propngntc but one r epor t  
ind icc tes  a high l o s s  r h t ~  a f t e r  po t t ing  on. Early pl?.ntinq out may be 
desirable ,  

. . 

3 . . 

Beaufortia o rb i fo l i a ;  . .. 
I . . .  . . . .  . , . 

Analysis:- One of the e a s i e s t  species  t o  propagcte, Very s e n s i t i v e  
t o  over-wctering a f t e r  potting-on. 

 ors sham(^) 8 75 IJo. 2 hormone, m i s t ,  hezt  

planted out and is a t t r a c t i v e  i n  both fo l i age  and flower. Definntely one t o  
. . 

p e r s i s t  with. - 

 oro onto (I?) 
Castiere- 

june I  ors sham(^) 3 ~ A p r i l  ~ 5 n ~ w o  od , (v) . 

I 0ct.  , Sydney 

i Mar 1 Rinmood(V)I 8 I I00 1 No. 2 .  hormone 

. 8 7 5 No. 2 hormone, m i s t ,  hcnt 
8 No. 2 hormonc 
I2 ' 

. . 
10 No., 2 hormone 

' 2 I Oct. I sYdncy I -  I 0 I ITo. 2 hormone 
Analysisr- Further work needed. Time of tcking cuttings m2.y be 

Analysis:- Variable rosults....appecws t o  be hzrd ier  than most once 

I July 50 I IJo. 2 hormone 
2 1 0  - ' No. 2 hormone 

.- . 
-= 

Analysis:. A s  fo r  B. o r b i f ~ l i ~ .  

.. . ..- - . . 
No. 2 hormone 

agh ( i~) 

4-5 
6-8 . , , , .  

I00  
90 

Nay 
- 2  ( May 

I ngh ( l ~ )  
Analysisr- A s  f o r  Be incmn. 

Castlcre- 
No. 2 hormone 
No. 2 hormone 



necdcd . 
I I Oct. / Sydney 1 8-12 I I 0  I Bo. 2 hormone 

.- 
Analysis:- A s  for  C. hctcrophylle. 

Ib. of , Dote of ' Locction Time t o  

. I . .  i. act. . . . I  Sydney.  1 .  8 1 80 j 1~0. 2 hormone 

: Analysis$- Appcclrs rensonzbly easy t o  propcgrrte. Lack of n a t c r i o l  n 
problem, 

Analysis:- Limited quant i ty  of mater ial  ~ . v ~ i l ~ b l ~ . ~ . m o r c  work 

Rcports taking 
Received r cut t in@ -- 

I . .Oct. 
! 

k C onmcnts 
S t r ike  f 

~EFEERS NOT& 
Thcnlcs t o  a l l  members who hzve written. The follorrin,rr i s  extrccted from 

some of those l e t t e r s .  
Lei la  Huebncr (37elsor,j ~ i c . )  notes thAt dzmping o f f  losses  a rc  a ser ious 

problem even when n fungicide is used. Further los ses  occur following Trans- 
plcnt ing seedlings fiom punncts t o  individual tubes. Lci la  recommends sowing a 
few seeds i n t o  individual  tubes i n i t i a l l y  t o  avoid t h i s  problem. 

Kay and Colin Dccn ( ~ c n ~ i n ,   as.) repor t  E. spcrs?., schaueri  and 
o rb i fo l i a  doing well i n  the  /s2rdcn 7~nt have found B. bcterophyllc d i f f i c u l t  t o  
establish wiOh maw losses  i n  a number of situ~tions,.,..,B. hetcrophylla is 
probably onc of the  most d i f f i c u l t  species,  but i t  is such 2 spectnculm smcll 
2 lant  t h a t  i t  is one wo must p c r s i s t  with. 

J u l i e  Smyrna-Jones ( ~ o d ~ e s  Ferry, T ~ s . )  rcpor ts  rczsoncble succcss 
with E. sparsa planted i n  a clay bznlc where n good :rater supply is avoilablc.  
Other p lants  of B. sparsa ptanted i n  i ~ c l 1  drcined sand have not done ns well 
due t o  the dry wcqthcr conditions , . . . .E spars? ~ 0 : ~ s  nctura l ly  i n  stmmpy mecs  
so i t  i s  reasoncblc t o  expcct t h z t  i t  ~rould prefer  an cmple supply of moisture 
in cult ivat ione However, I undcrstnnd thn t  even i n  naturc the swzmp3r cvccw dry 
out i n  summer and thc  p lznt  would r e l y  c lnos t  c n t i r c l y  on c c p i l U r y  water fo r  
surviv?.l. The message would secn t o  be t h a t  water is necessary ... but not 
boggy conditions. 

20 

Fees f o r  1961 a r e  due on I January so  plecse forwzrd yours as soon as 
possible  (if due) 

Your subscript ion f o r  I981 ($2.00) is/is not due. 

Sydney No. 2 hormone. . . 

I 1Z.OIG EXPEi'JDI TURE 
V r  ouzh t forward -8. 0.43 • C orrcspondence 9 8.87 

s t r i k e  
(weeks) 

8-12 

Kembcrship f ecs 331,OO . Pr in t ing  Pkwsletter $ 3,12 . 
$13.26 Seed s a l e s  * . Stntioncry . 3 2.52 
$ 2.00 J)onatZons . Seed purchases $25.20 

Totals .- . G45.83 
Balance $3 6eI2 

The drought i n  h.S.17. has mndc est~.%lishment of ny new nzt ive p l e n t i n p  
very time consuming. Most of the  snclll Beaufortias a rc  doing reasonr?.BEy wcll 
i n  thc dry conditions.  so  thnt ,  n t  l c a s t ,  i s  one consolr.tion. But I'd gladly 
t o l e r a t e  n few losses  f o r  a few days of continuous r a i n o  

A s  is Osual, t h i s  ITewsletter has been produced much l n t c r  thzn I hcd 
hopcd. However, the  dclay zives me thc opportunity t o  extend t o  a l l  members 
bcot wishes fo r  C h r i s t m c s  nnd the  Hew Ycar. 

Erinn T;?.lters . 
' Study Group Leader 
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