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The new National 
Collection opens!! 

By Grant Bowie, Interim Curator 
On a lovely sunny spring morning hundreds of 
people from all over Australia gathered together in 
Australia’s capital city, Canberra, to witness the 
official opening of the National Bonsai and Penjing 
Collection of Australia (NBPCA). 
 
Many of the trees on display had travelled 
thousands of kilometres across the breadth of 
Australia and had also travelled many decades in 
time, some being nearly sixty years in training as 
bonsai. Some of the invited guests had travelled 
similar distances and times to witness the opening 
of the collection. 
 

 
Melaleuca rhaphiophylla (fresh-water paper bark, 
WA, by Alf Devine), (NPBCA 2008014). 
 
The speeches were made in a marquee some two 
hundred metres away from the bonsai and then the 
focus moved to the site of the collection.  There, the 
Interim Curator, Mr Grant Bowie, struck a brass 
gong to call guests attention and the new NBPCA 
bonsai pavilion was officially opened with a 
simultaneous ribbon cutting ceremony performed 
by the Chief Minister of the ACT, Mr Jon 
Stanhope, and the chairman of the Bonsai 
Management Committee, Dr Roger Hnatiuk. The 
twin cutting of the ribbon was to symbolise the 
cooperation between the ACT government and the 
bonsai community of Australia in making this 
collection possible. 

 

 
Araucaria cunninghamii (hoop pine), Qld, by Mary 
Wilkinson, (NBPCA 2007027). 
 
Dr Hnatiuk conducted Mr John Stanhope through the 
bright red entrance gate to be the first official guest of 
the collection and then the rest of the gathered bonsai 
community filed through to view the collection. For the 
next hour and a half the collection was full of the 
excited specialist bonsai audience and many pictures 
were taken of both the bonsai and the guests.  
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Fig. 1. Lilly pilly I before demo 
work began. 

Fig. 2. Lillypilli I after 
demonstration work. 

The pavilion provides a temporary site (for the next 
three to five years) for the NBPCA.  It is in a 
purpose built, architect designed space in 
Commonwealth Park. 
 
During the first 23 days that the NBPCA was open 
(during the annual Floriade flower festival) we had 
38,770 visitors pass through the collection. All of 
the comments on the collection, both verbal and 
written in the visitors book, were very 
complimentary of the bonsai, the display facility 
and the combined effort of the ACT Government 
and the bonsai community to establish the NBPCA. 
 
The guides, resplendent in their red coats, answered 
lots of questions about the collection in general and 
many specific questions on trees on display. Each 
of the bonsai on display seemed to be someone’s 
favourite and it showed how balanced the collection 
is in terms of deciduous, evergreen, conifer and 
native. The mix of styles, including the forests, was 
also very popular. 
 
I hope to see you at some time at the collection. We 
plan to be open 10 am – 3 pm, seven days a week 
(certain major holidays excepted). 
 
 [This is an extract of an article by Grant, published on 
the NBPCA website: www.nbpca.cbs.org.au. There are 
several Australian native species on display, including 
Acacia, Araucaria, Banksia, Callistemon, Calytrix and 
Melaleuca. (editor)] 

Lilly pillies in Canberra 
By Lisa Kanis 

 
The common name of Lilly Pilly  is used to 
designate more than one genus belonging to the 
family of the Myrtaceae, i.e. Eugenia, Syzygium, 
Acmena or Waterhousea.  They are described 
generally as rainforest trees, up to 30 m high, 
occurring from the NT eastwards and southwards to 
E Victoria and growing in a wide range of soils.  
The berries are non-poisonous, often edible. The 
tree needs humidity and is frost tender.  The 
common name of “Lilly pilly” is of unknown 
origin. 
 
The cultivation notes I gathered can be summarized 
very simply as, “Lillypillies? They grow like 
weeds.  They like water.  Watch out for the cold”.  
Under discussion here are two Lilly pilly bonsai.  
The labels were lost, but there are indications that 
the tree designated here as “Lilly pilly I” may 
belong to the species Syzygium oleosum, while 
“Lilly pilly II” is known to be a cultivar, probably 
of Acmena smithii.  In any case, it is hard to tell 
Syzygium and Acmena apart. 
 

Both trees spent 5 – 6 years as un-styled ornamentals on 
the sheltered deck of a Canberra house, surviving the 
winters outdoors without noticeable setback.  I was 
given them in the early spring of last year (’07), when I 
expressed interest in styling a Lilly pilly as Bonsai.  In 
November I was asked to do a demonstration during the 
Australian Plants as Bonsai show, held at the Australian 
National Botanic Gardens, Canberra.  It was then 
suggested I use one of the Lillypillies as demo material.  
I was hesitant, as my plan for the trees had been to let 
them grow and flower first, so as to be able to observe 
their growth pattern.  Furthermore, the longer branches 
showed a natural arching and the leaves were large, both 
of which characteristics asked for a tall bonsai of a 
metre or so, while the trees in my possession measured 
no more than 65 cm.  My original intention was to give 
them just a basic styling and to let them grow on for a 
few years.  However, doing a Lilly pilly at a demo in 
Canberra had the appeal of the unusual since, due to our 
frost-ridden winters, it does not have the popularity it 

deserves.  After all, we 
grow beautiful fig 
bonsai, so why not the 
Lilly pilly? 
 
For the demo I chose 
Lilly pilly I (Fig.1) 
because of its nice trunk 
line and general branch 
structure, which is 
suitable for a tall 
informal upright.  The 
main focus was on the 

analysis and selection 
of the branches to keep, 
so as to suit the front 
that showed off the 

trunk to best 
advantage.  The end 
result (Fig. 2) shows an  
unconventional bonsai, 
with few branches, 
which were wired 
upward instead of 
down, and an apex 
which was not 
shortened, despite its 
length and spindliness.  
All the while I had to 
keep in mind the goal 
of needed height and 
the placement of main 
branches from which, 
in due course, arching 
side branches could 
grow.  I counted on the 
Lilly pilly’s propensity 
of back-budding to 
help with the 
thickening of the trunk 
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Fig. 3 (L) tree in Jan ‘08 and Fig. 4 (R) tree in May ’08. 

and main branches.  The tree did have a good taper 
(albeit quite elongated) and the further shaping of 
this will be done over time. 
The roots offered no problems and were shortened 
by 60 - 65%, as far as I can remember.  The surface 
roots needed developing and were placed below the 
soil surface.  One big superficial root had to be 
temporarily retained, but it will be eliminated in 1 – 
2 years’ time. 
 
By May ’08, the tree has grown beyond all 

expectation (Fig. 3, photo taken in Jan. 08, and Fig. 
4 in May), with abundant back-budding and 
secondary ramification.  It was selectively pruned 
several times, to eliminate growth towards the 
inside of the tree and encourage branching that 
would eventually be suitable for the arching design.  
The apex was not allowed to lengthen any further; 
the single stem was replaced by a number of side 
shoots.  The new growth was brownish red, very 
glossy.  The leaves seem to be reducing, though it 
is too early to gauge the extent of this.  It has had 
few flowers, due to the pruning, but some resulted 
in berries of a lilac colour.  At this stage, I’m afraid, 
some bird picked them off.  The tree spent the 
summer on my polycarbonate-covered deck, out of 
the sun, and apparently loved the heat.  It was 
placed in a kitty litter tray and from time to time 
was given a long soak, twice with a mix of Seasol 
and liquid fertiliser.  
 
About the shaping of both trees: the light bark gets 
marked very easily by the wire, and in future it will 
have to be avoided as much as possible on the trunk 
and thick wooded branches.  The branching is 
opposite, so the direction of growth is quite easy to 
control.  I mostly chose the side branches that 
pointed upwards, removing the middle and 
downward shoots.  When later on it comes to the 
arching, I plan to choose the downward shoots, 
cutting off the middle and upward shoots.  

However, for the time being, I have also left new growth 
for the purpose of strengthening the tree and increasing 
the diameter of the trunk and main branches. 
 
Early in May, with the forecast of frost, both Lillypillies 
were taken indoors and placed in front of a window.  
The vents of the central heating were nearby and I was 
worried that the atmosphere might become too dry, but 
the trees seemed to do quite well in their new 
environment.  
 

Fig. 5 Lilly pilly II in May 08. 
 
For Lilly pilly II, i.e. the probable Acmena 

smithii  (Fig. 5), I made a special pot, since I wanted a 
kind of shell pot from which its trunk could lean 
outwards, and could not find a suitable one which was 
big enough.  This pot is made of fibreglass on a paper 
mache mould; the fibreglass was dusted with sieved 
sand while still sticky.  The tree was styled and planted 
into it in early January ’08 (Fig. 6), this time with a 

different goal in 
mind.  This species 
also has arching 
branches, and I am 
aiming at having 
these grow up and 
around the pot.  
Ultimately, it will 
have to be placed 
on a cascade stand, 
with the branches 

drooping below the level of the pot. 
 
The growth of this tree has been slower than that of 
Lilly pilly I and it seems to be more sensitive.  It grows 
best when the atmosphere is quite warm and reasonably 
humid.  In other words, it is more tropical.  Indoors, its 
pot has been placed inside a cat litter tray that always 
has some water at the bottom. The new growth on Lilly 
pilly II is a bright light green, and the leaves are 
somewhat smaller than those of Lilly pilly I.  
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With a bit of luck, I may be able to return to this 
newsletter with a progress report on both trees. 

Zieria prostrata  – the 
Carpet star 
By Gillian Lee 

 
I was browsing through the web list of endangered 
plant species the other day and there, right down 
the bottom, was a name I recognized from my own 
collection. 
 
Yes, Zieria prostrata was there large as life.  If you, 
like me, have contributed to the roaring trade at the 
Bonsai South, Sydney, nursery you might be 
interested in what I found out.  They did look 
lovely that day, pink flowers on bright green 
foliage, and the nursery did seem to be selling lots 
of them.   
 
Zieria prostrata is indeed an endangered species 
and is listed by the Commonwealth and New South 
Wales governments.  It’s high on the list because Z. 
prostrata is endangered and its range is less than 
100km; 97 km less than the 100 km, in fact, and 
those 3 kilometres occur on rocky exposed 
headlands about 6 kms north of Coff’s Harbour.   
 
Other Australian Zieria species, making 44 in total, 
occur in Queensland, Tasmania, South Australia, 
New South Wales and Victoria, and there are more 
worldwide.  Many of these are rare and threatened 
including four other vulnerable species in NSW. 
 

 
Zieria prostrata, anonymous, Australian Plants as 
Bonsai Exhibition 2003, Canberra. 
 
As you’d probably expect from a plant adapted to 
living on a headland by the sea, where winds blow 
and salt sprays, the naturally occurring Z. prostrata 

is short, it is a multi-stemmed prostrate shrub 0.5-1 m in 
diameter.  Stems can emerge from the ground a distance 
away from the main roots.  Where it grows among the 
dwarf heathland it would be lucky to reach 0.5 m in 
height and looks more like a lovely green carpet.  But in 
the low banksia shrublands that offer more protection,  
Z. prostrata grows higher. 
 
The first recovery plan for Z. prostrata was developed 
by the Australian Nature Conservation Agency in 1993, 
and by 1995 all the known populations on the headlands 
along that 3 km stretch of New South Wales were 
protected within the Moonee Beach Nature Reserve.  At 
that time, vehicles, foot traffic, dogs-doing-what-dogs-
do, bitou bush and exotic grasses had been taking their 
toll on the population.  In 1998, when the most recent 
recovery plan was written, only an estimated 1000 
plants occurred naturally.     
 
First cultivated in Coff's Harbour, there are probably 
more Z. prostrata available in nurseries than there are in 
the Moonee Beach Nature Reserve.  They have bisexual 
flowers, and can be easily grown from fresh seeds and 
propagated from cuttings.  They like the high rainfall 
that they receive on their home turf between January and 
April, and lower rainfall during the cooler months.   
 
It seems that the biggest challenge to us successfully 
growing Z. prostrata here in Canberra will be the 
temperature, which is not much like Coff’s Harbour, 
especially in winter. The moderate to freely drained soil 
requirements we can manage, but ‘mild winters and 
warm to hot summers’ means we need to find a spot 
where we can flatten out our Canberra extremes.  Ideally 
we would provide an exposed southerly aspect reflecting 
the headland environment and there would be no frosts 
as the plant naturally occurs on seaward facing slopes 
which don’t get frosts.  Also, coastal temperature ranges 
don’t vary as much each day as here – just 5 degrees 
Celsius.  So that’s about 11 to 16 degrees in winter and 
about 19 to 25 degrees in summer!  
 
As Z. prostrata is a listed species under the Threatened 
Species Conservation Act, a permit is required to 
propagate and sell plants.  An investigation of the NSW 
National Parks and  Wildlife Service web-site provides 
info that the Service does not restrict non-commercial 
use of protected native plants that are cultivated on your 
property or that you find growing in the bush. 
 
So, good luck, and may you be rewarded each year with 
the lovely little pink/white flowers, which contrast so 
beautifully with Z. prostrata’s bright shiny green leaves.   
 
References and source material:  
NPWS (1998) ‘Zieria prostrata Recovery Plan’, NPWS, 
Sydney. 
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/tsca1
995323/ 
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http://www.npws.nsw.gov.au/wildlife/licence/licen
ce_plant.htm 
http://www.ea.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/index
.html 
………………………………………………….. 
 
The following article is a great read of modern 
‘plant collecting’ for a new national institution.  It 
involves the collecting of both Australian native 
and exotic species as bonsai from one side of the 
continent and transporting them to the other side, 
never to return due to quarantine regulations. 
[Editor]. 
 
 
 

Trip to Western Australia 
to pick up donated bonsai 

for the National Bonsai and 
Penjing Collection of 

Australia. 
By Grant Bowie 

 
The bonsai community of Western Australia has 
been very generous in donating six large bonsai to 
the NBPCA.  Moving these bonsai to Canberra 
turned out to be an interesting exercise due to the 
huge distances involved and the potential costs 
involved with air freight, or the uncertainty of 
regular road freight for this precious cargo. 
 
I quickly realised that to keep the costs manageable 
and to ensure the safe loading and transport of the 
bonsai, it would be best if I could do it myself.  I 
was already going to attend the AABC convention 
in Adelaide and it seemed logical to just keep going 
west after the convention. 
 
Here is how the trip unfolded. 
 
Day 1. My marathon trip across the treeless plain to 
find the golden bonsai of the west began at about 
mid day on the 14 May 2008.  Ric Roberts, my 
driving companion to the Adelaide AABC 
convention, arrived at the Canberra train station 
after about a four hour trip from Sydney. 
 
Day 2. 505 km. Ric and I set out the next morning 
for our first major stop at Hay, NSW, six hours 
drive from Canberra.  
 
Our host in Hay was Don Delucca, a well known 
bonsai practitioner growing bonsai in one of the 
harshest environments imaginable for plants.  
Despite frequent temperatures over 40 degrees in 

summer with occasional strong winds and low humidity 
he manages to keep a variety of bonsai material alive 
and thriving.  He can also get frost in Hay in winter. 
 
Don’s home can sometimes be a mini bonsai 
convention.  On the way to Adelaide we met up with 
two Canberra Bonsai Society members at his house that 
afternoon. 
 
Day 3. 656 km. The next day we drove to Adelaide and 
arrived in time for the evening reception at the AABC 
convention, despite a glitch in the programming of a 
GPS device that had us on the wrong side of Adelaide. 
 
Days 4 and 5. Two days at the AABC convention in 
Adelaide went very quickly and it was over too soon. 
 
Day 6. 772 km. After an early morning wake up call I 
dropped Ric Roberts to the motel of his lift back home 
to Sydney, and then went to the airport to pick up my 
next driving companion, my wife Margaret.  We headed 
west, driving 772 km to Ceduna SA via Port Augusta.  
Just outside of Port Augusta the earth turns very red and 
the landscape is very evocative of the outback of 
Australia 
 
Day 7. 676 km. After a quick look around Ceduna we 
left for the Nullarbor Plain.  It seemed a little bit like 
stepping off the map into the unknown with no mobile 
phone coverage or broadband access.  This day involved 
a 676 km drive across a portion of the Nullarbor Plain 
and the SA/WA border to a road house at Madura Pass.  
The name Nullarbor (Latin for “No Trees”) seemed a bit 
of a misnomer as there were plenty of small trees and 
shrubs along the way, and it actually was a very 
interesting trip with plenty of subtle variety in the 
landscape.  
 
We saw a few very sick looking wild dingoes at our first 
fuel stop at the Nullarbor Roadhouse.  My vet tells me 
that they probably had a sarcoptic mange.  Our own dog 
back at home is a red cattle dog and he can look a lot 
like an overweight dingo.  They do have a bit of dingo 
in their bloodline, so it was a bit sad to see these dingos 
looking so sick.  
 
We stopped and looked at the few accessible view 
points of the sheer cliffs of the Great Australian Bight.  
These cliffs are about 90 m high and it is a sheer drop to 
the water.  It really gave me vertigo.  The road across 
the Nullarbor at times travels very close to these cliffs 
but you rarely spot the ocean, even sitting up high in a 
van.  
 
The sparse foliage along the way is worth having a close 
look at.  You really wonder how the plants survive out 
there with minimal rain and hardly any soil.  The 
Nullarbor Plain is a limestone shelf about twice the size 
of England, and any rain that falls quickly passes 
through it.  If the rainfall was (a lot!) more plentiful it 
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could well look more like the landscape of southern 
China or Vietnam where you have the sheer 
limestone hills deeply eroded by the rivers.  
 

 
Wind blown Melaleuca near Eucla, WA. 
 
We crossed the SA/WA border at Border Town and 
briefly stopped at another roadhouse at Eucla.  Near 
Eucla we saw some windblown Melaleuca that 
were many metres long and completely horizontal.  
 
Day 8. 736 km.  This was another big driving day 
from Madura Pass to Esperance in WA.  The 
scenery changes as you drop down onto a lower 
coastal plain and proceed to Norseman, after which 
you then either head north to Kalgoorlie or south to 
Esperance.  We headed south for two nights and a 
day’s rest at Esperance.  The rest was appreciated 
after 3 days of driving an average of 728 km per 
day. 
 
Day 9. We had a look around Esperance and found 
a batch of Melaleuca growing in a winter wet 
depression where nothing else grew; perfect bonsai 
material.  Apparently there is a hard pan of clay 
under the soil and when it rains in winter the 
depression fills with water and only the Melaleuca 
cuticularis can survive. It dries out over summer 
and leaves a smooth, firm surface.  

 
A ‘field’ of melaleuca near Esperance, WA 
 
Day 10. 520 km.  Esperance to Albany via the 
Sterling Ranges.  The next few days were just easy 

driving days as we worked our way west and then made 
the final run north to Perth. 
 
Day 11. 364 km.  Albany to Augusta. We dropped in on 
an area called the “Valley of the Giants”.  There is an 
elevated walkway through the canopy of giant trees.  We 
made another small detour to see the most southern and 
western point of WA where the Indian Ocean meets the 
Southern Ocean. 
 
Day 12. 327 km.  Augusta to Perth.  We dropped in at 
the mouth of Margaret River and saw a few geological 
features while working our way north to our 
accommodation in Perth. 
 
Days 13. On Monday 26 May we started picking up the 
bonsai we had driven all this way to collect. The bonsai 
had been inspected and cleared by Quarantine WA for 
export to the ACT so it was just a matter of loading the 
bonsai into the van. 
 
The first bonsai was a huge group of Melaleuca 
rhaphiophylla on a fibre glass tray.  

 
Melaleuca rhaphiophylla group packed the van. 
 
It took all five of the helpers to lift and manoeuvre it 
through the narrow gate and into the van, and hence we 
have no photos of the actual loading.  Alf Devine, the 
donor of the large group, had recently undergone a 
shoulder reconstruction and now I know why!  
 
On the Monday evening my wife and I attended the 
regular monthly meeting of the Bonsai Society of 
Western Australia. All the donors of the WA bonsai 
were present and so I publicly thanked them all for their 
generous donations. 
 
Day 14. On Tuesday 27 May we picked up two bonsai 
from Derek and Sue Oakley.  One was a large single 
trunk Melaleuca raphiophylla and the other was a 
Callistemon viminalis “Captain Cook”.  To save our 
backs we used a piece of timber as a ramp and slid the 
Melaleuca down from its stand onto a wheel barrow 
trolley.  Derek and Sue were very brave and didn’t cry 
too much as we drove away with the precious bonsai. 
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Alf Devine, Arthur Robinson, Sue and Derek 
Oakley and Grant Bowie in Perth. 
 
Our next stop was the office of Quarantine WA to 
pick up the paperwork for the six bonsai. 
 
After that we drove into the hills to the east of Perth 
to the home of Arthur Robinson to collect three 
large and different bonsai groups.  Arthur is putting 
most of his energy towards Satsuki Azalea these 
days.  
  
Day 15.  On the morning of Wednesday 28 May we 
drove the fully loaded van to the East Perth train 
station and loaded it onto the Indian Pacific for our 
return trip to Adelaide.  The van cannot go past 
Adelaide on the train as the railway bridges are too 
low in NSW to allow the taller vehicles to pass 
under them. 
 
The Indian Pacific left Perth at midday and headed 
east to Adelaide about 2700 km away.  We pulled 
into Kalgoorlie about 11pm that night and I was 
pleased to see the van was still securely attached to 
the rail car at the rear of the train. 
 
Day 16. This was the day we really crossed the 
Nullarbor. The route the train track follows is at its 
closest point 100 km from the coast and it is in very 
harsh country.  There is a straight section of track 
that is 470 km without a curve and it is pool table 
flat. Here few trees or shrubs can grow.  
 
We stopped at a small siding town called Cook to 
refuel the train and this allows the passengers time 
to stretch their legs.  In summer this area is so hot 
that the rocks cooling down at night sometimes 
explode. 
 
Day 17. 772 km.  After travelling approximately 
2,700 km the Indian Pacific arrived in Adelaide at 
7am .  We were on our way east to Hay via Mildura 
by about 8.30am, after the unloading of the van and 
checking the bonsai inside.   
 

We visited Ron Povey and partner Samantha Cherry in 
Mildura and then continued on to revisit Don Delucca in 
Hay. 
 
Day 18. 505 km.  Leaving Hay by 6.30 am we made a 
short stop in Wagga Wagga and finally arrived home 
safely in the early afternoon. Unloading the bonsai in 
Canberra was easy as I have a number of hydraulic 
trolleys.  My wife and I were able to slide the bonsai out 
of the van onto the trolleys and then move them to their 
temporary home. 
 
Over the entire trip we had traveled 6,806 km by road 
and approximately 2,700 on the train.  We would love to 
cross the Nullarbor again but at a much more leisurely 
pace and probably drive in the reverse direction next 
time. 
 
I would like to thank all those who helped in any way 
towards the successful completion of our Trip to the 
West. 
 
………………………………………………………. 

WORKING with NATIVES 
By Lee Wright 

 
My natives are melaleucas, callistemons, baeckea, 
kunzea, lillipilli and Port Jackson figs.  I live in inner 
Sydney with a sheltered, sunny backyard.   
 
When I get trees from this nursery I tend to repot when I 
get the plant, whether or not the native is in full growth 
mode.  I have never had an adverse reaction to this.  I 
repot, trim off the new growth and reduce the foliage a 
bit, and the native powers on.   
 
The only problem native I have had was an angophora.  
It happily survived the root prune but after it was well 
established branches started dying.  Replace that branch 
with new growth and another died.  In the end I gave up 
on it.   
 
I have worked with the above trees, mainly getting my 
stock from a rundown, neglected nursery where the 
plants preferred for bonsai probably have not been 
repotted for 8-10 years and are in tight packed, very dry, 
dead soil.  When the ping comes to visit and see what 
might take my fancy it could be anytime of the year.  
When I bring home a plant (or 2 or 3) I am not prepared 
to take the risk of leaving them to a more appropriate 
potting season and I usually repot them straightaway.  
This can be from July to May, in the heat of the summer 
or the cool of the winter.   I feel getting the plants into 
soil, that can be easily watered, is aerated and has a 
supply of food, offsets the possibility that the repotting 
will kill.  They are going into a completely different soil 
and I can see the logic of not having two different soils 
in one pot so I usually end up bare rooting.  With very 
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neglected stock the roots can be big and thick and 
way out of line with bonsai requirements… so they 
go, too often leaving far less than one would want 
to establish the plant. 
 
I pot my trees into a coarse gravel soil, well laced 
with Native Osmocote, trim back the foliage to 
compensate for the root loss, often put the tree in a 
water-tray and semi shade for days.  If the weather 
gets too hot or too cold I could bring the tree into 
the sunroom as a precaution.  My death rate is all 
but nil.  I reckon the trees survive because they are 
so grateful to have regular moisture that they are 
afraid to die and miss it.   The one plant that did 
become a dried specimen within a week did not get 
the normal root removal.  Its soil was so packed it 
could not be removed from the roots by forking or 
water so I took three narrow wedges out, planning 
on taking more wedges in a year and changing the 
soil that way; well... it didn’t work. 
 
In mid February 2008 I repotted two natives.  The 
nursery had potted up the Melaleuca thymifolia by 
placing the pot-bound plant in a bigger pot and 
putting new soil around it.  The minimal new soil 
was moist after two days of rain – the soil holding 
the melaleuca was stone dry.  I don’t know how the 
tree survived!  Above ground was a short, aged 
trunk and a number of branches.  When it was bare  

Fig 1. Melaleuca thymifolia. 
 
rooted, which I do with all my new natives, I found 
the roots had wound around themselves to form a 
tight-packed tower of root that is now part of the 
trunk.  Not standard bonsai ethics, but it’s what 
natives do and boy has this mela done it well!  The 
foliage was reduced as much as I could and the tree 
has not dropped a leaf.    
 

Someone collected an advanced lillipilli, crammed it in 
an 8” plastic pot and let it send roots through the 
drainage holes into the ground.  It was then cut away 
from the ground, put on the raffle table and I won it.  It 
has a trunk 5 cm in diameter and healthy foliage but was 
in need of a repot and more growing room.  The two 
roots in the pot were      2.5 cm thick with a few feeder 
roots.  By the time the majority of the large roots were 
removed most of the roots were gone.  This tree I didn’t 
expect to survive but I reduced the foliage and put the 
pot in a water tray and in the shade.  A week later and 
there is no sign the tree is stressed.  I simply don’t 
believe this one.  I admit I’ve pushed my luck before but 
this root prune was over the top. 
 
When I started working with natives I took on aboard 
that they were touchy, they didn’t like a heavy root 
prune, don’t bareroot them, do not repot when they are 
actively growing.   After working with several trees that 
were in dire straits when I got them – literally a ‘do or 
die scenario’; I have found that my methods work for 
me and I would not be the one to call the natives that I 
work with as anything but very accepting.   Once they 
have settled in, seasonal repottings are done more in 
season, but I still root prune and repot if the tree is 
growing new foliage. 
  
What I do find is that certain trees demand a lot of 
water.   Melaleuca ‘Revolution Gold’, callistemons, 
lillipilli in training pots are fine, in bonsai pots most 
need water trays.  One baeckea needed a water tray, the 
other two are happy in bonsai pots without trays.  The 
kunzea in a small cascade pot has never had a tray but I 
will water it twice a day in hot weather.  I water most of 
my natives morning and again late afternoon on hot 
days.  The growth on Melaleuca ‘Snowman’ improved 
dramatically after a week of heavy rain so it is now in a 
water tray and doing better for it.  Trees are individuals 
and two trees of the same species can have very 
different requirements. 
 
When I do drastic root pruning I check the tree regularly 
to ensure it has enough shade and water.  A bonsai mate 
always says it is the aftercare that makes success or 
failure.  I may not be bonsaiing according to the 
accepted ‘how to’s but my natives survive with 
negligible loss -  be it ‘good luck’ or ‘good 
management’.  
………………………………………………………… 
 

Financial Report for 2007-
2007 

Our new Treasurer for the Study Group has prepared the 
following financial report.  The report has been audited 
by Joe Mifsud, Honorary Auditor.  Mr Mifsud’s report 
states: ‘I have examined the attached financial 
statements of the Australian Plants as Bonsai Study 
Group for the financial year ended 30 June 2008.  In my 
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opinion the financial statements give a true and fair 
view of the accounts of the Group for the financial 
year.’ 
 
Opening Balance $3958.16 
Add Deposits: Member subscriptions $948.00 
 Publication Fund $264.00 
Donations $238.00 
Interest $7.15 
Sub total $5415.31 
Less Payments: Newsletter production $558.00 
Closing Bank Account Balance $4857.31 
 
……………………………………………
…. 
 

Apology & Explanation 
Roger Hnatiuk, Study Group Leader 

 
I owe you an explantation and apology for the great 
delay in sending out this newsletter.  It should have 
been mailed in either June or July and here it is mid 
November that I am writing this.  Why, you ask? 
 
The answer is simple.  I had too much happening.  I 
started the production of the newsletter in June.  I 
may be a bit slow, but it usually takes me several 
days to compile, edit, proofread, prepare address 
lists, compare these with the membership records 
etc.  By the time I had about half of the newsletter 
compiled, I ran out of time because of the rapidly 
escalating demands in working with colleagues to 
see that the new National Bonsai and Penjing 
Collection of Australia project came to fruition.  
 
We were very successful in achieving that goal.  
Now I am able to start picking up the pieces of 
many other projects that stopped for the past many 
months.  I hope you will find this acceptable. 
 
My thanks to those who have made inquiries and 
more so to those who have already paid their fees 
without needing to be reminded.   
 
The ‘mid-year’ newsletter will come out early in 
2009.  We’re short on material, so take a few 
minutes over the holidays to put pen to paper or 
fingers to keyboard and send in some of your 
experiences and findings when growing Ozzy 
species as bonsai.  Final date for receipt of 
materials is 31 January, 2009. 
 
Have a great summer season! 
 
…………………………………………………. 

Membership Dues Final 
Notice 

 

Final Subscription Notice for 
2008/9 

If your name on the address label of this newsletter is 
underlined in RED, then this is the last newsletter for 
you unless you renew immediately.   

 
In case you missed the first two pages of this 
newsletter(!!)  they were specifically addressed to you 
for your immediate attention.   
 
Please fill in the form and return.   
 
If you are paying by direct credit, please still fill in the 
form and return so that we can keep our mailing list 
information up to date. 
 
If you are a club and the payment is being made by the 
Treasurer, PLEASE ENSURE THAT THE 
TREASURER HAS THE FORM AND SENDS IT 
WITH THE CHEQUE.  There are still clubs that are 
sending a cheque in the mail with absolutely no 
covering information.  I continue to find this amazing.  
No treasurer would be happy to have no record of who 
sent in a cheque, so please help your Treasurer to not 
inflict the same nonsense on us.  The forms are provided 
to make life easier all round.  Please use them. 
 
 
…………………………………………………….. 
 
 

Developments on Webpage 
 
 
Our intrepid web-developer, Kerry, is looking into 
adding a Q&A (question and answer) section to the 
Groups web page.  This will make it easier for people to 
ask ‘how to’ questions.  Later, we will try to introduce 
an on-line page for entry of information on how to grow 
Australian species.  I’m sure this will improve the rate at 
which people provide information.  At present, less than 
half of members have provided any information at all 
and I know that many of them have excellent 
experiences to report whether they are from only two 
years experience or 20.
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Study Group InformationStudy Group InformationStudy Group InformationStudy Group Information    
The Australian Plants as Bonsai Study Group was formed in mid 2001.  Its aims are: 
� to determine which species of native Australian plants are grown as bonsai; 
� to determine the horticultural characteristics and requirements of each species; 
� to determine the artistic and aesthetic qualities of species; and 
� to publish information to help people grow and enjoy Australian plants as bonsai. 
To become a member, please send a cheque for $13 (Aus.$17 overseas) or postal money order to: 
‘Australian Plants as Bonsai’, PO Box 450, Jamison Post Office, Macquarie ACT 2614, Australia.   
Direct credit transfers can be made to Community CPS, BSB 805-022, acct no. 03276718.  
The Study Group Leader is Roger Hnatiuk.  Contact him at the above postal address or at  
Email: rjhnatiuk@yahoo.com.au 


