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Grevillea ‘Scarlet Sprite’ in flower 

Pits in the bark of G. ‘Pink Lady’ 

Bonsai Grevilleas 
By Ruth McLucas 

When I first styled this Grevillea ‘Scarlet Sprite’ (a 
G. rosmarinifolia hybrid) in 2003, I fell in love 
with it immediately and it has continued to delight 
me. It is quite easy to care for and flowers from 
early July to the end of October. As with my other 
Grevilleas, I keep it in pretty much full sun, keep 
the soil on the damp side rather than dry, fertilise 
mostly with slow release fertilizer (N:P:K is 
roughly 15:5:11) and apply Confidor whenever 
treating my other trees.  I trim after flowering, but 
never back to bare wood on branches I want to 
keep.  
 

 
I have two other bonsai Grevilleas, G. ‘Pink Lady’ 
(a G. juniperina hybrid) and G. 'Winpara Gold', a 
possible hybrid between G. thelemanniana subsp. 
preissii and G. olivacea. See 
http://www.anbg.gov.au/acra/descriptions/acc427. 
html for more information. None have shown any 
frost damage over the last five to six years; both   
G. ‘Pink Lady’ and G. 'Winpara Gold' have 
flowered well, although over a shorter period than 
G. ‘Scarlet Sprite’. 
 

My trimming regime is pretty haphazard – it depends on 
when I get around to it. In previous years I have 
trimmed and fed in early January and found all three 
Grevilleas responded well. In ‘Scarlet Sprite’ and ‘Pink 
Lady’ I have observed no shooting back on the trunk 
and very little behind the green growth on the branches. 
In ‘Winpara Gold’ I have found that after cutting back 
fairly hard (again, not into bare wood) and feeding well 
in early January, it has produced some new shoots 
behind existing green growth on branches and also on 
the trunk where branches had been removed, including 
below the lowest remaining branch. 
 
I have re-potted in spring or early autumn. Last year I 
trimmed and repotted in late October, including some 
slow release fertiliser in the potting mix, which is Rich-
Gro mix for Australian natives with added zeolite. 
 
Grevillea ‘Pink Lady’ is the most vigorous grower of 
the three, producing foliage I would almost describe as 
lush, even though it is needle style. I have recently 
noticed pits in the bark, although when I look back at 
photos taken in 2005 they are clearly evident.  I do not 

know the 
cause, but they 
do not seem to 
hurt the tree.  
 
I do not know 
how long my 
Grevilleas are 
likely to live 
in cultivation, 
but ‘Scarlet 
Sprite’ has 

given me so much pleasure in the last five years I am 
planning to extend my bonsai Grevillea experience and 
hope to always have a ‘Scarlet Sprite’. 
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Air Layering Casuarinas 
[From correspondence with Emilio Bilocca in 

Malta] 
I received an email from Emilio who has reported 
that a colleague of his has successfully tried air-
layering a casuarina.  He says that roots have 
already begun to form.  I’ll keep you posted on 
further developments that Emilio sends in. 
 
In the meantime, maybe some of you might try 
some experiments to see what you can do and 
with what species.  Unfortunately, Emilio hasn’t 
said which one(s) they are growing.  I’d guess 
that it is most likely to be either 
C. cunninghamiana or C. equisetifolia, as these 
are the two most widely planted species around 
the world. 
 
Roger 
 

Araucarias as Bonsai 
Here are a few notes I gleaned from the Canberra 
Bonsai Society’s Q and A pages.  The question 
asked was from Jan M from the Snowy 
Mountains, NSW.  Jan asked ‘Does anybody here 
have experience with Araucarias as bonsai?  
Norfolk Island Pines?’ 
 
Responses could be summarised as follows.  
‘Yes’. Araucarias can be grown as bonsais, 
though it might be a more difficult genus than 
most other conifers.  However, treating it like 
other conifers with respect to time of year to 
prune and repot seems to be the general advice.  
Depending on where you live, and thus when 
‘spring’ is, repotting while dormant and shortly 
before new growth can be expected seems a good 
time. 
 
Nortfolk Island pines (Araucaria heterophylla) 
has been grown as a pot plant for a very long 
time, so it is well known in horticultural circles 
as being able to survive pot culture.  That 
culturing probably didn’t involve regular 
repotting and root pruning, though it survives that 
very well too.  It was also reported by Jan M that 
the ‘Araucaria heterophylla that I have has been 
very forgiving with SEVERE pruning (5 foot 
potted tree cut back to 6 inches, has shot well and 
now has multiple branches to work on)’ .  
 
Ruth M also showed me pictures in the book 
‘Man Lung Penjing’ where it looks very much 
like there may have been a mis-naming of a 
miniature tree  as ‘English fir’. It looks for the all 
the world like Araucaria cunninghamii (the 

Queensland hoop pine).  If this is so, then it does 
indeed take well to bonsai and penjing culture 
and can be encouraged to form some beautiful 
trees.  This is the same species that is on loan to 
the National Collection in Canberra and was 
featured in APAB-N 14. 
 
Roger 

MUDLARK POTTERY 
A new potter with a touch for natives 

By Lee Wright 
Penny Davis of Mudlark Pottery has been doing 
bonsai and potting about the same amount of 
time.  She started 30 years ago working blind 
with bonsai, trying to learn it from magazines 
and books.  The art appealed to her and she gave 
it a go but it was years before she found other 
enthusiasts at the Newcastle Bonsai Club. 
 
Penny got her ceramics trade certificate in 1990 
and started potting professionally.  Her evolving 
range of ceramics have featured and taken prizes 
at art and craft shows throughout NSW 
metropolitan and regional galleries and 
exhibitions.  As well, her gift and home wares are 
represented in select shops and she has been 
commissioned to design and make dinnerware for 
several restaurants. 
 
In between all this she tuned into the needs of 
bonsai and started creating bonsai pots for her 
trees.  Her expertise in this field is taking hold 
and she is producing quality pots.  For 
enthusiasts who are keen on Aussie natives, 
many of her pots are splendid, combining the 
quality need to enhance a good tree with a 
refined naturalness that suits our natives. 
 
Penny is one of the few potters using a copper 
glaze that produces a rich blue tinged red glaze.  
The colour is a colloidal colour that is hard to 
handle. It depends how the light hits it and 
refracts, so the glaze has to be applied thickly to 
get the depth of colour needed.  Then it can run 
off the pot and the bottom needs to be scraped.  
But a well glazed red pot is well worth the 
trouble – to the user at least. 
 
Penny has perfected a ‘lichen glaze’.  The glaze 
took 18 months to develop and has a cracked 
surface effect as though bits of clay are going to 
flake off the pot.  Spots of green colour mimic 
dried lichen and the total effect is beautiful and, 
again, complements Australian native plants.  
Penny develops many of her own glazes and this 
is reflected in the colour range of her pots: subtle 
aubergine to black, mottled blue/greens, sand to 
earth.  The glazes can be matt, semi sheen or full 
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gloss and have a subtlety that is perfect for our 
plants in a way oriental pots can seldom achieve. 
 
She tends towards simplistic pot styles, ovals 
with straight sides - low or high, freeform, rounds 
and squared rounds.  The effect that suits natives 
is the starkness and the finish… her pot becomes 
the ideal foil for the tree. 
 
Penny can be contacted as follows: Mudlark 
Pottery, Blackalls Park [near Toronto] NSW 
2283; phone: 02 4969 4482  or email: 
mudlarkpottery@optusnet.com.au 

A selection of pots. 

Some of the free-form lichen pots. 
 
 
 

Melaleucas as Bonsai 
By Pam Russell 

[In response to my call for information about 
growing melaleucas as bonsai, Pam provided the 
following information.. Roger] 
 
Some pictures of what happening with some of 
my melaleucas: 
  
The Melaleuca. ‘Little Nessy’ I have just 
repotted Nov 08 after 5 years in same small pot - 
note new foliage after 6 weeks looking great. 
 

 
 
The Melaleuca. diosmifolia, as shown cut back 
hard in Aug 06, below on left, came back well as 
in picture below, on right, from Nov 07. 
 
 

 
 
Melaleuca nesophila picture (top of next page) - 
roots pruned Feb 07 in same pot very hardy.  I 
have three of these. 

Melaleuca. ‘Little Nessy’ 

Melaleuca diosmifolia 
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Melaleuca. sp. unknown given to me in a 75mm 
pot Feb 07 - repotted and has grown vigorously,  

 
see picture Jan 09 (above).  It did have the large 
trunk at that time.  Hope to get correct name from 
Ivan Holliday the Melaleuca expert at our plant 
sale in May. 
 
Melaleuca linariifolia (picture at top next 
column) was a small seedling when planted in 
Aug 06.  It is now 2 years old. 
 
In my experience in SA with melaleucas (I listed 
on your form) these are the best for bonsai in our 
climate. 

 

Newsletter report & Call 
for Melaleuca Information 
A short newsletter this time, Members.  I’ve had 
no more material than you see, unless I’ve 
misplaced something sent in.  If the latter, please 
be so kind as to fill the gap in my senior 
moments by resending it!! 
 
I haven’t had free head space to put on paper a 
number of things I’ve been thinking about 
regarding how to achieve the impression of old 
trees of some Australian tree species.  I’ll try 
harder for the next newsletter. 
 
The call for information on Melaleucas as bonsai 
resulted in a small number of valuable reports 
back.  Thanks to all those who sent in their 
results.  They have contributed greatly to filling 
in gaps in knowledge.  I’m still taking 
information on these species, so those who 
haven’t contributed theirs, it isn’t too late.  I 
know some of you have excellent experience 
with Melaleucas and it would be so good if you 
would share it now. 
 
I shall try to get some summary information 
produced for species and send this to those who 
have contributed it to see if they are happy with 
the summaries. 
 
Roger 
 
 
 

Melaleuca linariifolia, Melaleuca nesophila. 

Melaleuca. sp. 
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Callistemon sp. 

Call for information on 
Banksia and Eucalyptus 

and related groups 
(Angophora and 

Corymbia) 
 
As part of the lead up to producing our first 
summary of information on ‘how to’ with 
Australian native species, I’d like those who 
grow or have grown Banksia and eucalypts to 
send in your observations and findings.  If you’ve 
already done so, you don’t need to do so again, 
but if you’ve been holding back, NOW is the 
time to put pen to paper or fingers to the 
keyboard and send it in.  If you can get the 
information to me by the end of June, that would 
be most appreciated. 
 
We are looking for: 

• names of what you grow,  
• when you prune them and  
• when you repot them.   
• Any information on how you are styling 

them would be appreciated, including 
pictures. 

 
Of course, any other information you have on 
species that aren’t the focus of attention is still 
welcome too. 
 
Cheers 
Roger 
 

ausbonsai 
By Roger Hnatiuk 

A relatively new web site dedicated primarily to 
the growing of Australian species as bonsai 
turned up in the ether late last year 
(www.ausbonsai.com).  It has a rich assortment 
of pages that include one with a place where you 
can submit your information on species you are 
growing, or read what others have written. 
 
I’ve been talking with Steven, the owner of the 
site, about ways that APAB and ausbonsai could 
work together to meet our similar goals of 
furthering the growing of Australian species as 
bonsai. 
 
We haven’t finished our discussions yet, mostly 
because I wanted to contact you, the members of 
APAB, to ask what you think about a 
collaborative project with ausbonsai.  The 
collaboration could involve sharing of 
information, moderating inputs to species stories, 

and collating the accumulating information.  
APAB would get a wider net of potential 
contributors thus making it possibly quicker for 
us to publish our first documentation of ‘how to’ 
with Aussies species.  ausbonsai would get 
access to our experiences.  Both would benefit 
from the timelier turnaround that the web-based 
feature permits. 
 
Please take a look at the ausbonsai site and let me 
know as soon as possible (ie before the end of 
May) your views on possible collaboration. 
 

Australian Plants as 
Bonsai Exhibition 2009 

This annual exhibition featuring Australian 
native species as bonsai is on again this year.  
Although many of you won’t be able to exhibit a 
live plant, many people send in good quality 
photos (preferably digital, but not essentially that 
way).  These are printed on A4 paper, mounted in 
frames and displayed at the Exhibition.  It is a 
great way to show what you can do. 
 
The visitors come from the bonsai community, 
but also a wide cross section of people from 
across the country and from overseas, who 
happen to be visiting the Australian National 
Botanic Gardens, see our signs and come in for a 
look. 
 
The ‘November’ show will become the ‘March’ 
show with the next event being in March 2010.  
This is to reduce the pressure on the local bonsai 
volunteers who currently have 3 spring shows 
and now the ‘National Collection’ as well to 
work at.  We need to spread things a bit more. 
 
The following are a few of the trees that were on 
display last year. 
Hope to see yours there this year! 
Roger 
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Babingtonia pluriflora 

 
 
 
 

Leptospermum petersonii Banksia marginata 

Tristaniopsis laurina 
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Banksia marginata 

Backhousia myrtifolia 

Kunzea ambigua Callitris glaucophylla 
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 Australian  

Plants  as 

Bonsai  

    
 
If not delivered, please return to PO Box 450, Jamison Post Office, Macquarie ACT 2614. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Study Group InformationStudy Group InformationStudy Group InformationStudy Group Information    
The Australian Plants as Bonsai Study Group was formed in mid 2001.  Its aims are: 
� to determine which species of native Australian plants are grown as bonsai; 
� to determine the horticultural characteristics and requirements of each species; 
� to determine the artistic and aesthetic qualities of species; and 
� to publish information to help people grow and enjoy Australian plants as bonsai. 
To become a member, please send a cheque for $13 (Aus.$17 overseas) or postal money order to: 
‘Australian Plants as Bonsai’, PO Box 450, Jamison Post Office, Macquarie ACT 2614, Australia.   
Direct credit transfers can be made to Community CPS, BSB 805-022, account no. 03276718; 
 account name: ASGAP.  
The Study Group Leader is Roger Hnatiuk.  Contact him at the above postal address or at  
Email: rjhnatiuk@yahoo.com.au 


