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My Favourite Bonsai 

By Diana Jones 
Growing on the top of Mt. Wellington is a 

large tree, about 10m in diameter, called 

Microcachrys tetragona or creeping 

strawberry pine.  Few people notice it because 

it is only about 5cm high, being negatively 

geotropic.  This causes a few problems when 

making it into an attractive bonsai, because in 

a pot, it just flops.   

 

Tasmanian conifers die back, if wired on green 

wood.  To overcome this problem, stake it 

with a bamboo stake and tie up loosely with 

wool, until enough of the wood has changed to 

brown.  It is then time to start training it.   

 

Choose a cascade pot (mine is green) and wire 

the main stem the height of the pot (Fig. 1).  A 

fairly strong wire is required.  Trim off all the 

side branches to the height of the wire.  

Numerous branches will come out of the top, 

forming what I call the upside-down broom 

style.  When the branches grow below the pot 

they are trimmed off leaving an outward 

facing branch to replace them. 

 

This is a very hardy tree, which can withstand 

strong frosts, or in our garden, no frost.  It naturally 

has no protection from the sun and can withstand 

no watering for a week in warm weather.  In the 

autumn it looks its best, being covered with 

numerous scarlet cones, which this year lasted for 

five months, so it looks spectacular at our local 

shows.  Most autumn colouring is too dependent on 

the weather!  
 
 

National Exhibition of Australian 
Plants as Bonsai - 2011 

You will all remember the annual Exhibition that 

started way back in November 2003.  It is now a 

well-patronised, national fixture in the bonsai 

world ‘down under’.  The Canberra Bonsai Society 

has taken over the running, but are maintaining it 

as a ‘national’ exhibition, which can be seen in that 

any profits generated are donated to the National 

Bonsai and Penjing Collection of Australia.   

 

People have contributed live trees from Canberra 

and region, Sydney, Yackandandah Vic, and 

Hobart.  Others have been involved by sending in 

photos of their trees.  These have 

Fig. 1. Starting to train. The first wiring, 

but before the branches are trimmed 
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come from right across the country and have been 

much studied and admired by visitors to the 

display.  The photos are mostly provided as high-

resolution, digital images, and printed and 

mounted in Canberra for display as A4 size 

images. 

 

In recent years, the Exhibition has moved from its 

‘November’ time to the more convenient time of 

March.  This provides a bit of a break for the local 

crews to catch their breath after what has become 

quite a full spring for bonsaiists in the ACT.  (Did 

you know that over 60,000 people came through 

the National Collection during the four weeks of 

Floriade in spring 2010?  It takes quite an 

enthusiastic crew of volunteers , as well as the 

Interim Curator, Grant Bowie, to make that 

happen.  And these people need a rest.) 

 

This year, there is an exciting new offering at the 

March exhibition.  It is a ‘symposium’ that is 

being offered in addition to the main display.  See 

the notice later in this newsletter.  I hope you can 

get involved in one way or other. 

 

You can find full details by going to: 

www.cbs.org.au.  You can also contact the 

secretary@cbs.org.au  or mail the Secretary, 

Canberra Bonsai Society, PO Box 800, Woden, 

ACT 2606.  Registration must be received by 

February 28, 2011. 

Lake Mungo Bonsai 
By Pam Russell 

With a few added notes by Roger Hnatiuk 

 

Pam is a long standing and strong supporter of 

the Study Group.  I always look forward to 

emails from her, as they often contain such 

lovely photos.  Here is some of the latest 

offerings (via email) – thanks Pam. 

 
Hi Roger, 

 

Thought you might like to see some pictures of 

our recent trip to the Mungo National Park [Figs 

1 and 2], which is part of the Willandra Lakes 

Region World Heritage Area - about 100km 

north east of Mildura.  Lake Munga area was 

the most impressive, the 30,000 year old now 

permanent dry lake with its diverse 

surroundings, from solid sandstone pillars, loose 

sand hills, mallee vegetation, and many bonsai 

looking trees - most important to us bonsai 

fanatics.  Being a good year for rain, we went 

at the perfect time to see all the wildflowers out 

in flower which was an extra bonus.  One of 

our best trips ever. 

 

Regards - Pam Russell SA. 
 
Mungo is a major iconic site in Australia.  It 

has evidence of a rich culture dating back over 

40 millennia, when times were better climate-

wise than now.  Today it is home to a range of 

woody plants, some of which should become 

part of the lexicon of the bonsai art of this 

continent.  Here you can see what the rigours 

of the environment can do to trees in ways that 

are very different from the shapes that are 

responses to heavy snow.  Many of us reject 

our strong, dry interior landscapes and instead 

Fig. 2. A view of where some of the eroded land has 

gone to. 

Fig. 1. What the terrain is like: Mungo Lakes, 

exposed, hardened subsurface mounds. 

http://www.cbs.org.au/
mailto:secretary@cbs.org.au
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Fig. 4. The Mungo dance, possibly by 

Pittosporum longifolium. 

craft trees that sing of northern climes.  Pam’s 

images help open the door to alternative 

perspectives for Australian Plants as Bonsai. 

 

 

Figure 3 shows two trees that in standard bonsai-

speak could be called ‘cascade’ or ‘semi-cascade’ 

– their trunks are horizontal or lower.  However, 

the reason for their low stature is not that they 

have grown from a cliff face, high in the 

mountains or overlooking a stream in a narrow 

valley.  Not a place where the trunk sinuously 

grows outwards away from the cliff-face and into 

the light.  These trees do not suffer from low light 

conditions, quite the contrary.  They have not been 

weighed down by heavy snows in winter.  Strong 

winds may well have bent them over or even 

cracked their sturdy trunks, which have refused to 

die.  In addition, these trees are affected by the 

loss of their supporting soil.  The one on the right 

especially shows how the loss of soil has 

destabilised the trunk and caused the roots to twist 

as the trunk bent over and lay down on what 

remains of its old ‘soil surface’.  The roots have 

not died.  We have a combination of cascade 

and exposed root styles with some major 

stories to tell. 

 

Figs 4 and 5 further explore the possibilities of 

‘exposed root’ styling in this harsh, dry 

environment.  With water at a premium, the 

story of survival, despite the exposure of so 

much root, is a powerful tale indeed.  It speaks 

of both the tenacity to life, not without richness 

of crown, and also of severe environmental 

loss, change and adaptation – the same 

concepts underlying many Chinese and 

Japanese miniature trees.  

 

Figure 6 displays a complex story.  This tree 

has been shaped by wind and severe drought.  

There is much dead wood in the canopy.  How 

a bonsai artist might choose to evoke this dying 

in the canopy is one challenge for both craft 

and minimalist art.  The large dead ‘jin’ (the 

word seems to be out of place when applied to 

such a large dead branch torn off from near the 

trunk) is an important part of the story.  It is 

still attached to or lies within the lower canopy 

of the tree.  A ‘new’ concept in bonsai art and 

tree-stories! 

Fig. 3. Cascades or semi-cascades, but 

look at the absence of ‘S-curves’ in the 

trunk. 

Fig. 5.  A casuarina showing a variation 

on ‘exposed root’ styling. 
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Figure 7 shows well what could be a model for a 

group planting from this arid environment.  The 

trees are low, but close study will show an  

exciting array of twists and turns in the trunks.   

These shapes give a  

characteristic feeling for 

such growth in this dry, 

interior location. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks again to Pam for making these photos 

available to us.  A trip to such challenging 

locations is not unlike the journeys that bonsai 

artists in centuries past made to high 

mountains in China and Japan and on which 

they based their models of miniature trees – 

evoking a place with strong stories in which 

life persists with dignity. 

 

Ausbonsai.com’s first 
Competition for Australian 
Native Plants as Bonsai: 

RESULTS 2010 
Ausbonsai, the web forum that features a place 

for sharing information about using Australian 

species as bonsai, ran a competition last year.  

It featured three classes: a) Best Native Bonsai, 

b) New Stock Award (stock must be less than 

12 months in training)  and c) Newcomer 

Encouragement Award (for bonsaiists with less 

than 1 year experience).  It was a lively 

competition with many good trees submitted.  

All submissions were open for public viewing 

on the site.  Winners in the first category were: 

1
st
 Prize – Fig. 1 

This tree was collected from Denmark south 

western Western Australia. It has been trained 

since then by ‘Pup’ as a semi cascade. 

 

2
nd

 prize Fig. 2 is by Denise, central coast 

NSW.  Approximately 4 years old and trained 

from a starter. 

Fig 6.  A complex form with dead wood of 

various dispositions. 

Fig. 7.  A string of low trees; possibly 

tracing a line of below-ground water. 

Fig. 1 Melaleuca rhaphiophylla 1st prize by 'Pup' 
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3
rd

. prize - Fig. 3 

by ‘Pup’, Perth 

Western 

Australia,  This 

tree was collected 

from a garden 

make-over in 

2005.  It has been 

trained as an 

informal up right 

since then. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 2. Acacia howittii 2nd prize by Denise 

Fig. 3. Babingtonia virgata. 3
rd

 place by ‘Pup’. 



 

APAB-N  No.  19  Australian Plants as Bonsai Study Group (ANPSA)  page 6  

Feature Trees for Inspiration 

By Merle Thompson 

 
For at least 30 years I have been 

photographing naturally occurring trees which 

either reflect traditional bonsai styles or are 

mature trees of a fascinating shape.  At the 

1993 ASGAP conference I had a display of 

photos which I dedicated to Len Webber who 

"taught me to appreciate the design of trees".  I 

have discussed with Roger sharing some of 

these images.  The first ones I have selected 

are trees planted on a rock - just because they 

are favourites. 

 

The first two are a Ficus photographed at 

Koolewong, Central Coast, NSW in 1981 (Figs 

1 & 2).  The tree is still there and it is now in a 

suburb called Figtree.  Its canopy reaches to 

the top of the hill where there is a seat to sit 

and contemplate the size and wonder of this 

tree.  I believe the rock is still there, or it was a 

couple of years ago, in the yard or a home.  

When I was there I could not work out how to 

take a photo of the whole tree and it is about 

200 km to travel to have another go now.  

Perhaps you would need to be in a boat to get 

into the right position. 

 

The third is an unidentified tree seen 

protruding from a most interesting rock 

formation in the Gulgong area, Central West 

NSW (Fig. 3), taken probably 15 years ago.  I 

do not know if it is still there and as my sister 

and I disagreed on our memory of what road 

we were on I am not sure how to locate it - but 

I hope to try. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Merle has agreed to continue to send in images of 

the splendid trees she has photographed over the 

years.  These will feature in each newsletter.  I’d 

also like to renew the invitation to others to also 

contribute images of trees they have seen as they 

travel around their suburb, their city, or elsewhere 

in this vast land. 

 

The fig on rock images from the Koolewong show a 

form that I have also seen along the Hawkesbury 

River.  Huge boulders, some as large as trucks, 

have fallen off the surrounding cliffs and onto the 

floodplain below.  Figs colonised them.  Some look 

like huge flat-topped tables with truly massive figs 

growing on top with massive roots covering the 

sides.  A worthy image to emulate in your bonsai! 

Roger] 

Fig. 1. Ficus on sandstone boulder at 

Koolewong NSW. 

Fig. 2. Ficus on rock: close-up of tree in 

Figure 1. 

Fig. 3. Tree on rock: Gulgong area, 

Central West NSW. 
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Styling Inspired by Australian Native Trees 
A symposium at the 8

th
 National Exhibition of Australian Native Plants as 

Bonsai  

 
March 19 – 20, 2011 

Australian National Botanic Gardens - Canberra 

 

The symposium aims to stimulate discussion amongst Australian bonsai artists and 

explore new approaches to styling Australian plants that reflect their natural growth 

forms.  

 

The symposium will be conducted under the umbrella of the annual National Exhibition 

of Australian Native Plants as Bonsai held in conjunction with the Australian National 

Botanic Gardens (ANBG).   

 

The symposium will consist of: 

 

 a Q and A session with a panel of 

experienced Australian bonsai artists,  

 a presentation on some Australian species 

suitable for bonsai,  

 a workshop each day on styling several 

species and  

 a guided walk in the Australian National 

Botanic Gardens to observe native trees 

growing in their more natural style and to 

consider this form as a bonsai    
 

On the Sunday there will be a BBQ in the Gardens.   
 

Registrants for the symposium will have free access to the 8
th

 National Exhibition of 

Australian Native Plants as Bonsai – and are invited to enter a tree or photograph in the 

exhibition. 

 

Registrants are encouraged to visit the National Bonsai and Penjing Collection of 

Australia as well as the National Arboretum (open to the public on the Sunday).   There 

will be an informal get together on the Saturday evening at a local restaurant to allow 

registrants to exchange ideas and experiences on the styling of Australian plants as bonsai. 
 

There is a $30 registration fee for the event plus a fee of $15 for workshop participants 

and $5 for observers at workshops.     Australian native bonsai stock trees can be provided 

for workshop participants at prices between $36 and $75, depending on species and size.  

These must be pre-ordered with your registration. 
 

Registrations, and in particular workshop places, will be limited – so register early. 

Please complete the registration form and email it to secretary@cbs.org.au  or mail it to 

Secretary, Canberra Bonsai Society, PO Box 800, Woden, ACT 2606 by February 28, 

2011.  Payment details are on the form (see website or contact Secretary). 

Melaleuca thymifolia: Ray Nesci, 2006 

mailto:secretary@cbs.org.au


 

APAB-N  No.  19  Australian Plants as Bonsai Study Group (ANPSA)  page 8  

Email from Cloncurry 

By Hazel Bird 
Hi Roger... Here are some of the plants and 
what I have been doing since last time I mailed...  

 
... new plant fortune fig... Growing Ok (Fig. 1) 
... brought it back from Townsville wrapped in 
glad wrap locked in my mate Maxine’s suit-
case..... The second one (Fig. 2.)... that was a 
rather huge plant 3-4 yr old which I cut back to 
get this result.... Am so happy with the plant but 
I have other helpers with my hobby at the 
moment... Mr. Frog and Master Shaky Paw 
(Fig. 3) ...they are in an out of the plants all day 
and night... Boy they have startled a few people 
who all seem to want to touch the plants... 
Thank goodness I have these 2 guys to give them 
a scare.......  
Have started a few fig Bonsai growing from 
stock 1yr old plants that I also got in 
Townsville... They are doing so well...  

Am delighted with my latest treasure, it’s a 
beautiful shaped Syzygium australe Elite 
(Lilly Pilly) that I can take back gradually as 
it’s a rather large plant as is..... It will take me a 
little while to clip it back branch by branch.... 
Hey Roger all those fancy names for the plant I 
read off the ticket attached... I just know it’s a 
great tree to grow and is very hardy for out 
here.... 
 
A lady asked for bonsai dishes in Mt. Isa and the 
shop attendant said no one can grow bonsai out 
in this country... My friend was most hurt and 
told her about what I have been up to.... We will 
have to change that way of thinking.... 
 
I heard tonight at a B-B-Q gathering, that a 
local lad from one of the stations, is studying the 
art of bonsai so I hope to meet up with him 
soon..... He may help me understand more about 
the wiring of the branch’s etc.....  
 
If folks here supply the pots and plants, I will 
start one off and after it’s looking healthy 
enough, it’s up to them to keep it growing... 
Slowly people will grab the beauty of bonsai and 
then we may get stores to get stock in for our 
hobby.  
That’s about all the news from here at the 
moment... All my plants are looking great.... 
Cheers from the Curry 
----------------------------------------------------------- 

Notes from Braidwood, NSW 

By Robert Gourlay 
[Here is a short note from Robert Gourlay:]  

I have not pruned or repotted the huon, 

celery top or holly domatia, or any other 

plants at this stage [ie since 2007].  I do use 

wire to shape the celery top.  I use a trace 

mineral enhanced microbial formulation that I 

make up for fertilising and this practice seems to 

keep the plants looking very healthy (very good 

deep green colour) and robust.  Initially, the 

leaves were a bit yellow, however the new growth 

is very healthy. 

 

Rafting with Eucs 
By Roger Hnatiuk 

 

The ‘raft style’ in bonsai is one most people 

know of but few people have or even see one 

outside of books.  The classic form of this 

style is achieved by removing the branches 
Fig. 3. Mr Frog and Mr Shaky paw. 

Fig. 1. Fortune fig. 

Fig. 1. Fortune fig. 
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from all but one side of a tree and then 

laying the trunk on the ground with the 

remaining branches either pointing up or 

wired to point up.  There is an expectation 

that the trunk will send out roots along its 

length. 

 

Various methods are used to re-position the 

roots at the base of the trunk so that they 

usually are not visible above the soil and the 

trunk just lies neatly against the soil in the 

pot. 

 

A few years back, while bush walking, I had 

seen some large trees that simply arched to 

form huge curves that one could easily walk 

under.  The original cause of the trunk being 

bent was no longer obvious, but perhaps it 

was a storm that blew down an adjacent tree 

that bent over other trees as it fell.  The 

original fallen tree decayed and disappeared, 

leaving the arched trunk with new vertical 

trunks coming off the upper part of the 

curve, rather like some kind of crown. 

More recently, while visiting a friends 

property near Canberra, I saw another 

variation on the theme of ‘raft’(Fig. 1).  

These were Eucalyptus macrorhyncha (red 

stringybarks).  It appears that a strong wind 

blew the tree over, quite some years ago.  

The trunk is more or less horizontal and new 

branches have grown vertically from it.  The 

top end of the trunk is held above the ground 

by the deadwood of the upper branches of 

the old tree.  The roots on one side of the 

tree were wrenched from the ground and 

their stub ends still protrude into the air. 

 

Another variation on the theme, 

from the same location as the 

stringybark, and the same species, 

shows a tree where the main trunk 

died (seen on the right) and the rest 

of the trunk curved over.  Branches 

grew upwards in the ‘raft style’, 

but the trunk doesn’t touch the 

ground, and the base is not 

uprooted at all.  Maybe this might 

be called semi-raft style. 

 

So, if you are interested in raft 

styles and in Australian species as 

bonsai, you might want to think 

about these trees and what you 

might do in styling your own 

native raft bonsai. 

 

Fig. 1. Eucalyptus macrorhyncha, red stringy bark raft. 

Fig. 2. Eucalyptus macrorhyncha  red stringy 

bark, semi-raft. 
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 Australian  

Plants  as 

Bonsai  

 
 

If not delivered, please return to PO Box 450, Jamison Post Office, Macquarie ACT 2614. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Study Group Information 
The Australian Plants as Bonsai Study Group was formed in mid 2001.  Its aims are: 

 to determine which species of native Australian plants are grown as bonsai; 

 to determine the horticultural characteristics and requirements of each species; 

 to determine the artistic and aesthetic qualities of species; and 

 to publish information to help people grow and enjoy Australian plants as bonsai. 

To become a member, please send a cheque for $13 (Aus.$17 overseas) or postal money order to: 

‘Australian Plants as Bonsai’, PO Box 450, Jamison Post Office, Macquarie ACT 2614, Australia.   

Direct credit transfers can be made to Community CPS, BSB 805-022, account no. 03276718; 

 account name: ASGAP.  

The Study Group Leader is Roger Hnatiuk.  Contact him at the above postal address or at  

Email: rjhnatiuk@yahoo.com.au 

mailto:rjhnatiuk@yahoo.com.au

