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Bonsai growers in Australia have 
long surrounded the growing of 
Australian natives for bonsai with 
myths and mysteries.  However I urge 
all those with a sense of adventure to 
embark on a voyage of discovery of 
their own - ignore the myths, study 
the subject (just as you would any 
other that you want to become 
proficient in to achieve results).  Go 
in search of the mysteries -  you 
might find along the way that you 
learn a lot about our own native flora, 
as well as its relationship with the 
impressive geography and geology of 
this great country of ours. 
 
So what are the myths?  “Australian 
natives are hard to grow;  they die 
easily;  they resent root pruning;  they 
don’ t like to be repotted;  they don’ t 
like to be pruned;  they don’ t like to 
be wired…”  As Don Burke would 
say – these are just “old husbands’ 
tales” .  On the contrary, Australian 
natives are no more difficult than 
flora from other regions of the world;  
some are adaptable, some aren’ t.  The 

only way you are going to find out 
is to study the subject closely, 
experiment and observe, and apply 
the lessons you learn. 
 
Australian natives, as with 
other flora, are very 
adaptable – a lot of our trees 
grow in very dry, arid areas 
in soil s that are poor and 
nutrient deficient, sending 
out long roots in search of 
moisture – however when 
grown under better 
conditions in a pot, they 
positively thrive.  By 
studying where the trees 
normally grow, and the 
conditions under which they 
grow, we are better able to 
meet these conditions in the 
pot. As a general statement, 
most Australian natives 
thrive on moisture, contrary 
to what one first assumes 
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because of our dry, arid 
conditions.  Be careful in 
making hasty assumptions – 
initially one might assume 
that the coastal banksia 
(Banksia integrifolia) li kes 
dry conditions, however 
closer observation will reveal 
that whilst it grows in the 
area on and behind the 
coastal sand dunes, in fact its 
roots go down and tap into 
the water table which is just 
below the tidal area of the 
beach.  Most Australian 
natives thrive on moisture - 
trees such as the lil lypilly, 
melaleuca, calli stemon, grow 
naturally along creek banks 
and in low lying swampy 
areas.  Some people place 
them in shallow water trays 
during the summer months. 
 
Styles 
Recalling a lecture given to us a 
couple of years ago by Dorothy 
Koreshoff on the design aspects of 
bonsai, she told us that the Chinese, 
who are credited with being the 
originators of bonsai, based their 
styles on animals, and the Japanese 
when establishing the guidelines we 
use today based their styles on the 
conifers that grow in the northern 
hemisphere (what I call pine tree style 
– triangular in outline with downward 
sloping branches).  Dorothy pointed 
out that African trees grow with a flat 
top (acacia);  trees from the tropics 
(such as the jacaranda, poinciana and 
figs) grow with a domed shaped 
canopy.  She suggested that 
Australian trees could be based on the 
growth of the eucalypts and 
melaleucas (upward growing 
branches with tufts of foliage at their 
tips to form the canopy.  This concept 
of design was reinforced by Japanese 

master Hirotoshi Saito who said 
that only conifers should be grown 
in the pine tree style (triangular 
silhouette with downward 
branches) while all evergreen and 
deciduous trees should be grown 
with a dome shaped canopy.  My 
own personal philosophy is we 
should study the way trees grow in 
nature, and base our designs on 
that. 
 
Over the past several years there 
have been long, passionate 
discussions among bonsai growers 
about an Australian style of bonsai, 
and I heartily support this concept.  
I am sure that over the coming 
years Australian styles wil l 
gradually evolve and become 
accepted as more people grow and 
develop our native flora.  Some 
already suggested styles include 
Len Webber’s rainforest style – 
emulating the tall, slender trees 
which grow in our rainforests, as 
they reach for the available light at 
the top of the rainforest canopy.  
Another style previously suggested 
by me is mallee style, obviously 
based on the growth of the multi 
trunked trees from our mallee 
country.  More recently Milton 

Larven, 
President of 
the Central 
Coast Bonsai 
Society has 
written an 
article in 
their 

newsletter suggesting Australian 
styles based mainly on the 
appearance of our native gum trees.  
Milton is looking for active 
feedback on his ideas, so if anyone 
is interested in making input into 
the debate you should contact him. 
 
Growing Conditions 
Our native species have a different 
growing cycle to the exotics – they 
grow mainly in the summer and 
winter as opposed to the exotics’ 

the most 
important 
aspect of being 
successful with 
natives is water.  

M N O = 4 P 8 Q O R< 7 S Q 8 T 6 N 9 Q 7
 
The Australian Plants as 
Bonsai Study Group was 
formed in mid 2001.  Its 
aims are: U to determine which 

species of native 
Australian plants are 
grown as bonsai; U to determine the 
horticultural 
characteristics & 
requirements of each 
species; U to determine the artistic 
and aesthetic qualities of 
species; and U to publish information to 
help people grow and 
enjoy Australian plants 
as bonsai. 

 
To become a member, please 
send a cheque for $8 ($15 
overseas) or postal money 
order to: 
‘Australian Plants as Bonsai, 
PO Box 450, Jamison Post 
Office, Macquarie ACT 
2614.  Indicate to which 
ASGAP group you belong. 
If  you aren’ t a member, you 
can join as a newsletter 
subscriber with all benefits 
except insurance at group 
outings. The cheapest 
insurance is to join your 
local ASGAP society. 
   The current Study Group 
Leader is Roger Hnatiuk.  
Contact him at the above 
postal address or via email : 
hnatiuk1@cyberone.com.au. 
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growth pattern of spring and autumn.  With natives, a 
growth spurt often follows a rainy period, so close 
observance of your trees’ growth habits is crucial, 
and routine maintenance of your bonsai should be 
tailored to fit in with this cycle, ie root pruning and 
potting should be carried out just as the new buds are 
starting to swell.   
 
In my opinion, above all else, the most important 
aspect of being successful with natives is water.  As 
stated previously, contrary to our concept that most 
natives come from dry, arid areas, available moisture 
is critical to their survival and growth.  They should 
not be allowed to dry out, par ticular ly the first 
four to six weeks after r epotting. 
 
Another important factor with natives is the presence 
of mycorrhiza, fungi that grow on the root systems of 
trees in a symbiotic relationship with them.  They are 
now recognised as playing a very important part in 
the health of all plant life.  They should, under the 
right growing conditions develop naturally. 
 
Potting mixes must be extremely well drained, 
containing a high proportion of coarse washed 
propagating sand (sharp crushed, rather than rounded, 
river washed gravel, as the sharp edges and crevices 
have better moisture holding abil ity).  As with all 
my bonsai (except pines where I like a 1/3 to 2/3 
ratio of potting mix to sand) I like to have a 
50% ratio of coarse washed propagating sand 
to 50% good quali ty potting mix.  Even 
though a high moisture content is required 
for most natives, for the health of the tree this must 
not be stagnant moisture, but must allow for a high 
exchange of oxygen, hence a very open, porous 
potting mix is essential.   
 
Pruning 
Pruning should be carried out following major 
growth spurts, in order to maintain the shape of the 
tree, as well as after flowering.  With species such as 
callistemon, melaleuca and leptospermum, it is 
extremely important to prune back behind the dead 
flowers to remove the seed capsules, as these species 
flower on the new season’s growth.  Also because 
they produce a large quantity of seed capsules they 
should removed so as not to sap too much energy 
from the tree. 
Fertilising 
Whilst natives in the wild grow in often nutrient-
deficient, poor soils, surviving on the decaying leaf 
litter and bird and animal droppings, in cultivation 
they respond well to the use of organic fertil isers 
such as Dynamic Lifter or Charlie Carp.  Native 
specific granulated fertilisers may also be used.  Do, 

however, make sure your fertiliser has a 
low phosphorous content as natives resent 
too much phosphorous.  [Editor’s note: see 
Grant Bowie’s article on fertili sing Banksia 
integrifolia in APAB-N No 3 for an 
alternative view of phosphorous.] 
 
Displaying Natives – Try Venturing 
Outside the Square 
When displaying your native bonsai follow 
the advice of American bonsai artist, Nick 
Lenz, and try venturing outside the square, so 
to speak.  Instead of laying a thick green 
velvet carpet of moss underneath your Aussie 
native bonsai, why not try a covering of 
chopped casuarina needles (remembering 
how underneath casuarina trees there is 
always a thick covering of old fallen needles).  

This 
would be 

much more 
appropriate than a green velvet 

carpet.  Remembering how much of 
our vegetation grows on dry rocky slopes, 
how about using a covering of small irregular 
stones (of varying sizes to avoid the 
monotony of the one size) instead of the usual 
rounded pebbles.  Or perhaps a coarse 
crushed granite covering could be 
appropriate. 
 
Instead of the usual small ferns or pretty 
flowering ones, how about using a cluster of 
large gum nuts, a couple of old bad banksia 
men, native seed pods, carved wooden gum 
leaves, or figurines of native animals.   
 
Instead of the traditional Chinese or Japanese 
scroll hanging on the screen, what about a 
poster of a botanical painting of banksia 
flowers. 
 
If you use figures in your saikei, how about 
having a miniature pottery platypus peeping 
out from under a riverside rock. 
 
Instead of the traditional Japanese table, how 
about using irregular, polished slices of some 
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of the most beautiful Australian timbers that are 
available. 
 
With just a little effort to venture outside the square, I 
am sure you could come up with many more 
alternatives. 
 
Recommended Species 
There is an incredible variety of species in the 
nurseries just waiting for you to try.  A lot have very 
small leaves and flowers ideally suited to bonsai, 
such as the melaleuca and the leptospermum (both 
species having dozens of different varieties worth 
trying), zieria and rulingia.  Some have great flowers 
and fruit such as the callistemon, lil lypil ly, grevil lea  
Some have unusually shaped leaves and growth 
habits such as the banksias and casuarina;  We have a 
so-called native pine (callit ris) which those of us who 
went to the AABC seminar in Wagga Wagga a 
couple of years ago, dug from the wild.  This has 
very attractive blue/grey foliage not unlike that of a 
juniper, and is well worth experimenting with.  There 
are several native figs – Port Jackson, Moreton Bay, 
sandpaper fig (Ficus coronata) to name a few.  Then 
there are the wattles, agonis, angophora, eucalyptus, 
hakea and baeckia.  All respond well to our pruning 
and some even to defoliation techniques.  For those 
keen to have a real Aussie gum tree in their 
collection, the angophora has proved to be 

exceptionally adaptable – fast growing, 
producing copious new shoots which need 
constant tip pruning. 
 
The list is endless.  I urge you to try a few.  
Forget the myths, start tomorrow to try and 
unravel the mysteries of our wonderful 
natives. 
 

Further Reading 
To help you get started read:   
 
• Bonsai With Australian Native Plants by 

Vita and Dorothy Koreshoff  
• Bonsai Art and Technique by Jennifer 

Wilkinson  
• From Rainforest to Bonsai by Len 

Webber  
 
 
 
I f none of the above gives you any 
inspiration, then I suggest you forget about 
bonsai and go and join a croquet club! 
 

 
 

 

 
Feb. 2003 

Dear Roger, 
I went to a dilapidated nursery (Reid's on 
Moorefield's Rd in Kingsgrove, Sydney) and 
bought this for $20 - sold to me as a variegated 
Ficus rubiginosa. Some leaves more than others. 
Was in a 5 cm pot and very dry but had new 
growth so potted it up and soaked it. Not sure 
what to do pruning wise yet. Thought others may 
want to know as she had 1 or 2 other variegated 
PJ figs. 

Cas Liber, 
[Cas.  Looks like a good starter.  You will 
obviously have considered following this plants 
inclination (no pun intended) to become a 
prostrate or semi-prostrate bonsai.  Planted on a 
rock or in a tall pot could work very well .  With 
such a pronounced bend, some might think about 
‘wind swept’ .  But for me, figs just don’t ‘sweep’ 
with the wind.  They are pretty indifferent to the 

force of the wind, but I’m happy to be shown 
more evidence.                                   Roger] 
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Planning for the 8-16 November exhibition is 
going well. We’ve brought the dates forward one 
week to fit with the 10th anniversary celebrations 
of the Canberra-Nara (Japan) sister city 
relationship to gain some benefits from 
cooperation. We are expecting to show 20-25 
excellent plants.  There has been strong support 
from both the Canberra Bonsai Society and the 
Weston Creek Bonsai Group, who are both 
official sponsors.  Their members have also 
promised both plants and volunteers for the 10 
days. Without such help, the show would not 
work. 
 
There has also been strong support from 
bonsaiists in NSW.  We are expecting plants 
from at least 5 people, which wil l provide great 
depth in terms of species and styles. 
 
I have had understandable apologies from 
Tasmanians, indicating that they wil l be unable 
to bring plants because of the distance.  I wonder 

if there are any Victorians who would find it 
possible to show plants? 
 
As mentioned in APAB-N no. 3, we will mount a 
display of photos of mature bonsai from people 
who are unable to bring plants.  These would 
make an excellent addition to the display, so 
please send me a photo of one or more of your 
favourite plants.  I’m willi ng to try with digital 
images though can’t guarantee photo print 
quali ty.  See the notes on photographing bonsai 
that were published in the last newsletter to help 
make your photo and bonsai look their best.  It 
doesn’ t have to be an expensive but it must  look 
good. 
 
If you have either good photos, or plants to 
contribute, please contact me soon. 

Roger 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In conjunction with our umbrella organisation, 
APAB will be holding a meeting of members 
and interested possible members at the biennial 
ASGAP Conference.  The Conference is being 
held in Launceston, 9-16 January 2004. 
 
A very capable and helpful Tasmanian APAB 
member, Will Fletcher, is doing  the organising.  
Final details will be available in the next 
newsletter as we must await the ASGAP agenda.  
There look like being possibili ties for a meeting 
and day tour within the Conference week, and 
possibly opportunities for a bonsai tour before or 
after the Conference.  Non-ASGAP members 
may wish to join their local ASGAP society to 
ensure they are insured – its pretty cheap 
insurance. 
 

Please let me know if you are interested so Wil l 
can have an idea of numbers.  It’s a great 
opportunity to see the bonsai potential of the 
Tasmanian flora and meet Tasmanian bonsaiists. 

Roger 
 

Melaleuca ericifolia 
at Tidal River, 

Wilson’s 
Promontory.  

Compare this to the 
melaleuca in the 

‘Gallery’ later in the 
newsletter.  Different 

species and habitat, 
but a leaning-over-

water-melaleuca 
none the less.            

Roger 

1st National Display of Australian Plants  as Bonsai 

APAB to Meet in Tasmania 
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Here are two good articles from Diana Jones, 
who contributed ‘Native Plants—1’ in APAB-N 
no. 1.  It was on Tasmanian conifers and had 
much valuable information. 
 
In these two articles, which were first published 
in The Bonsai Society of Southern Tasmania 
Newsletter, you will find good information about 
Tasmanian species as well as regional variations 
in horticultural practices.  Thanks Diana.                                                         
Editor  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These are very graceful trees when fully grown 
as a bonsai. The main problem is to get them 
started. Few people have property where you can 
dig up any tree you require, so native nurseries 
are the main source of material. There are some 
excellent ones in southern Tasmania. 30 years 
ago, there were only 4 known species of 
Allocasuarina in Tasmania; these have now 
increased to 8, and by the time you read this 
possibly more. So there are plenty to choose 
between. Avoid Allocasuarina crassa as its 
growth form is coarse and erratic and quite 
unsuitable for bonsai. The smaller and finer 
branched forms will be much more rewarding. 
The species showing the most promise at the 
moment is A. monili fera, 
 
When you buy a plant you can see the above 
ground parts but not the roots.  Choose a tree 
with many small branches.  This may be 
difficult, as some forms just grow straight up.  
The branches can be trained at a later date. If 
you buy a tube the roots go straight down, so you 
can easily train them. When sold in pots they 
have been grown in a tube first, and then pushed 
into a pot later, so the roots are often twisted: 
also they are much more expensive',  
 
Most have a very strong taproot, which is the last 
thing you want in a bonsai, so cut this off first. 
You may loose a few, but it is better to do this 
first before you spend a lot of time on the top. 
Most trees, which have spreading branches, are 
more likely to have spreading roots. After you 
have spread the remaining roots make sure the 

tree is tied into the pot, as it will be top heavy. 
These trees are easily moved by the wind, which 
could break more roots. I use raffia and a long 
needle to sew it in, as wire will cut into the very 
fine roots. Just grow on quickly in a shallow pot 
and you will soon have a good tree. A deeper pot 
only encourages another root to take over as the 
taproot. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is one of the easiest of all the native trees to 
train as a bonsai. There is really only one variety, 
which grows throughout Tasmania, Banksia 
marginata so this is the easiest to grow and 
obtain. Banksia serrata is only found in the north 
of the state and has very attractive foliage; it can 
be obtained from southern nurseries. Both can be 
grown successfully as bonsai. It may be just 
coincidence, but the root system, especially with 
Banksia marginata, can form an almost perfect 
nebari. 
 
As Banksias are part of the Proteaceae family, 
you would expect them to be difficult to repot 
and root prune. However, from experience, they 
have proved to be very accommodating to hard 
root pruning, The roots however grow very 
quickly and soon fill whichever pot you choose, 
so take care that they are not put into a cheap pot 
with a ridge at the top, or you might find you 
have to break the pot to get them out! Try to 
keep the pot as small as possible, but I've found 
that they do need some depth, or they quickly 
grow out of the pot 'upwards’ . 
 
Banksias grow naturally on very poor and often 
sandy soil . Use native potting mix and add more 
gravel or very course sand to make the mix open 
and freely drained. They grow well in 
approximately 4 parts potting mix to 1 part of 
gravel. Like all Tasmanian natives, too much 
phosphorous in the fertilizer can kill them, so use 
either native 'Osmocote' or liquid fish manure. 
Both of these are low in phosphorous. Some 
commercial mixtures, such as blood and bone, 
should be avoided. [Editor’s note: see APAB-N # 
3 for Grant Bowie’s comments on use of 
phosphorous in fertil isers for Banksias.] 
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They grow very quickly from nursery tubes and 
after only two years the diameter of the main 
stem can be 21 mm. A tree, in the ground, about 
10 years old has a main stem of 60 mm and a 
nebari spreading as far as 1300 mm. As they 
grow so quickly they need to be repotted each 
year. On the mainland they recommend repotting 
at the beginning of summer, in areas where they 
have very humid weather. They can also have 
frost in the winter. In the Hobart region, where 
there is a much drier summer and very rarely 
frost, winter or very early spring is the better 
time to repot. In our country areas, where frost is 
much more common, they could be repotted 
later, but they would need to be protected from 
direct sunlight and need constant watering. 
 
As with most natives, Banksias wil l grow back 
on old wood, so if they get too large to handle 
easily, they can be given a savage pruning. 
Remember, that with all trees, if you prune the 
top severely, you need to also prune the roots. 
This is best undertaken in two stages with any 
tree. Shape the top first and drastically prune the 
roots about one month later. The tree recovers 

much better if there is time to recover between 
the two shocks. This is the best time to reduce 
the size of the pot! 
 
Heavy wiring is possible, and all branches can be 
wired, unlike some other natives. Because the 
branches and trunk thicken so quickly, a good 
preparation is to cover the trunk with raffia 
before wiring. Also watch carefully for sudden 
growth spurts, when you may have to slacken the 
wire. Remember the smaller branches need much 
thinner wire, as they can be broken relatively 
easily. This was not expected after wiring such a 
tough trunk! Very little summer pruning is done 
because if a new branch is trimmed back too 
soon, i.e., before it has hardened, the whole small 
branch is liable to die, so it is safer to do all of 
your pruning in the winter. 

Diana Jones 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
I first noticed the superb crown of this 
magnificent specimen of Eucalyptus melli odora 
(Figure 1) as I came over a rise while walking 
my dogs in a nearby nature park. Once the 
beautiful sweeping butt came in to view, I just 
had to have a closer look!  

 
This tree is indeed an inspirational model for 
bonsai. The graceful arching branches are the 
result of nature’s clip and grow, with some help 

from gravity. The natural jins have been created 
in two different ways: 
• branches broken off from the combined 

effects of termite and fungus attack have 
jagged ends (Figure2); 

 
 
• curving, pointed jins on the 

inside/underside of a strong curve may well 
have died from lack of light (Figure 3). 
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Figure 1 

Figure 2 
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Eucalyptus melli odora (Yellow Box) occurs 
naturally from Queensland down to Victoria and 
may grow to 20 metres in height. As a box, it has 
fibrous bark on the short trunk and larger 
branches. Inner layers of the bark are yellowish, 
hence the common name. E. melli odora is frost 
hardy and wil l grow in most soils but may be 
slow to establish. 
 
The leaves may be green or glaucous (slightly 
greyish due to waxy surface) and the size range 
(7-15cm long, 10-25mm wide) makes them 
suitable for bonsai. The cream flowers usually 
occur in groups of 7 and the fruits are 5-7mm in 
diameter. 
 

 
 
Several months ago I bought a small unlabelled 
Eucalypt in a sale at a local nursery, run by a 
community group. It looked in need of some 
TLC but, has a lovely curving base and the 
lanceolate leaves on the four weak shoots on the 
top fifth of the trunk suggested E. melli odora 
(dim memories from Botany 1 in 1966 
surfacing!). It did not respond to TLC while still 
in its small pot, so I planted it out. It promptly 
shot strongly from the lower third of the trunk, 
threatening to overwhelm the beautiful curving 
trunk I was first attracted to as the weak upper 
shoots continued to atrophy. I trimmed back the 
strongest of the new shoots to 2 or 3 leaves, and 
gradually other shoots started to appear higher up 

the trunk. Two of the original shoots have now 
started to put out new leaves. While I want to 
keep some low growth to thicken the base, I will 
keep it trimmed back until the top is showing 
more vigour. 
 
If I can recreate something close to this 
wonderful full size specimen in a bonsai, I wil l 
be very happy! 
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Ruth M cLucas 
[Editor’s note.  Ruth’s enthusiasm for this 
stunning woodland species from the tablelands 
and slopes just east of the continental divide in 
eastern Australia is well placed.  I’ve included a 
couple more photos from around Canberra to 
show the graceful shape of this species. 
 
I have experience with one specimen, from a 
nursery, being grown as a bonsai for about 16 
years.  Its leaves are much reduced (3 cm x 1.5 
cm) by being grown 

in a pot (about 35 cm x 20 cm x 5 cm), however, 
they do not develop the classical sickle-shape of 
most eucalypts.  They are nonetheless attractive.  

Figure 3 
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Their colour is a pale green with reddish tones 
on petiole and some leaf margins.   
 
The new growth has been either from the 
lignotuber, which was produced soon after 
germination and is common to many eucs when 
small , or from the upper ends of dominant 
branches.  I have had the ‘main’ trunk wither 
and die when other branches that arose from the 
lignotuber were allowed to grow – radically 
altering the styling! It has proven challenging to 
balance pruning for style with the tendency of the 
plant to stop growing on pruned stems and 
produce new growth in the most unlikely places.  
I have found that it is useful to let branches 
significantly outgrow their desired length in 
order to gain gir th.  Then, when they are 
eventually pruned, they are large enough for the 
plant to produce new growth from them rather 
than discard them in favour of something else.  It 
seems that branches less than about 8-10 mm 
diameter are liable to die rather than re-shoot 

after pruning.  This is quite different from the 
experience of one member in growing Eucalyptus 
nicholii , which has responded well to regular 
clip and grow techniques through the whole 
growing season. 
 
The plant sheds its bark, as upper branches of 
mature trees do, exposing rich cream coloured 
under-bark.  A beautiful site in mid to late 
summer.  I haven’ t yet got the fibrous bark of 
mature specimens, but expect that it will come in 
due course. 
 
Overall this is a species that will repay learning 
the details of bonsai cultivation.  If anyone else 
has grown this species, please send in your 
comments, methods etc.  I’m sure there is much 
more to learn about it. 
 

Roger]  
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In APAB-N no. 2 was a list of names of 
Australian plant species that members have  
reported using as bonsai.  The following list adds 
to the first list. 
 
There are 465 records of names supplied by 
members (species, subspecies, varieties and 
cultivars).  Of these, 227 have been reported only 
once, leaving 238 names that have been reported 
by more than one person.  There are 96 new 
names in the list below. 
 
 
Species State 
Acacia boormanii  Vic 
Acacia floribunda  Vic 
Acacia implexa  Vic 
Acacia leptospermoides  Vic 
Acacia melanoxylon  Vic 
Acacia myrtifolia Vic 
Acacia pycnantha  Vic 
Acacia saligna  Vic 
Acacia suaveollens   Vic 
Acacia williamsii  Vic 

Allocasuarina crassa  Vic 
Allocasuarina nana  Vic 
Angophora floribunda  Vic 
Araucaria cunninghamii  Vic 
Banksia aemula  Vic 
Banksia ashbyi WA 
Banksia attenuata WA 
Banksia menziesii  Vic 
Banksia oblongifolia  Vic 
Callistemon glaucus  Vic 
Callistemon pall idus Vic 
Callistemon pinifolius  Vic 
Callistemon rugulosus  Vic 
Callistemon subulatus  Vic 
Callistemon viminalis  Vic 
Citris australasica  Vic 
Corymbia calophylla  Vic 
Corymbia citriodora  Vic 
Corymbia ficifolia 'Summer Beauty' NSW 
Eucalyptus  sp. grafted  Vic 
Eucalyptus albida  Vic 
Eucalyptus approximans  Vic 
Eucalyptus arehart  Vic 
Eucalyptus camaldulensis  Vic 
Eucalyptus cinerea  Vic 
Eucalyptus cladocalyx  Vic 
Eucalyptus coccifera  Vic 
Eucalyptus curtisii  Vic 
Eucalyptus erythrocorys  Vic 

Figure 4 
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Eucalyptus globulus  Vic 
Eucalyptus gregsoniana  Vic 
Eucalyptus grossa  Vic 
Eucalyptus gunnii  Vic 
Eucalyptus incrassata  Vic 
Eucalyptus johnstonii  Vic 
Eucalyptus kitsonniana  Vic 
Eucalyptus lansdowneana  Vic 
Eucalyptus luehmanniana  Vic 
Eucalyptus macrandra  Vic 
Eucalyptus mannifera  Vic 
Eucalyptus morrisbyi  Vic 
Eucalyptus nutans  Vic 
Eucalyptus papuana  Vic 
Eucalyptus preissiana  Vic 
Eucalyptus pulchella Vic 
Eucalyptus radiata  Vic 
Eucalyptus regnans  Vic 
Eucalyptus rubida  Vic 
Eucalyptus salmonophoea Vic 
Eucalyptus scoparia  Vic 
Eucalyptus stricta  Vic 
Eucalyptus subcrenulata  Vic 
Eucalyptus tetraptera  Vic 
Eucalyptus torquata  Vic 
Eucalyptus urnigera  Vic 
Eucryphia lucida Vic 
Grevillea diminuta  Vic 
Grevillea johnsoni  Vic 
Grevillea lanigera  Vic 
Hakea bucculenta  Vic 
Hakea francissiana  Vic 
Hakea laurina  Vic 
Hakea macreana  Vic 
Hakea purpurea  Vic 
Hakea salicifolia  Vic 
Hakea sericea  Vic 
Hakea teretifolia  Vic 
Leptospermum brachyandrum  Vic 
Lomatia myricoides  Vic 
Melaleuca alternifolia  Vic 
Melaleuca blaerifolia  Vic 
Melaleuca citrina  Vic 
Melaleuca encifolia  Vic 

Melaleuca lanceolata ssp. occidentalis WA 
Melaleuca microphylla  Vic 

Melaleuca nesophila WA 
Melaleuca trichostachya Vic 
Micromyrtus cili ata  Vic 
Nothofagus moorei  Vic 
Persoonia linearis  Vic 
Persoonia recedens  Vic 
Persoonia virgatus Vic 
Phyllocladus aspleniifolia  Vic 
Podocarpus spinulosis  Vic 
Syzgium oleosum WA 
Syzygium paniculatum  Vic 
 
I have put a reasonable effort into standardising 
the use and spell ing of names.  Members may 
like to check their lists against those published.  I 
am happy to hear from people who disagree with 
the usage I’ ve proffered!  Corrections are also 
always welcome. 
 
Some of the name changes I’ ve implemented 
here include: Tristania to Lophostemon and 
Trisitaniopsis, as required by each relevant 
species, and Baeckea virgata to Babingtonia 
virgata. 
 
As you can see, there is no shortage of species 
that have been tried as bonsai.  Now what we 
need are some notes on whether the species has 
any of the horticulturally significant bonsai 
features.  That is, what is the response to pruning 
in relation to location of new shoots, if any, leaf 
size, flowering.  So sharpen your pencils and 
take a note pad out to your bonsai benches and 
make some notes!  You don’ t need to report on 
all your plants at once, but just a record to me 
saying you successfully repotted a species in 
Aug, or May or … or this species died after I did 
the following… would greatly increase our 
knowledge.  Let’s get those letters and emails 
rolling in. 
Editor  
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Since the last listing of members in June 2002, 
the following people and clubs have joined the 
Study Group. I extend a warm welcome to each 
of you and hope that you wil l find a moment to 
contribute to the information of the Study Group. 
 
Our success and only reason for existing is to 
gather and disseminate information on how to 
grow Australian plants as bonsai. 
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MemberName MemberState 
Frank Kelly ACT 
Istvan Zaveczky ACT 
APS NSW NSW 
ASGAP Webmaster NSW 
Betty Crawford NSW 
Bonsai Society Central Coast NSW 
Brenda Parker NSW 
Christine Abrahams NSW 
Clinton Nesci NSW 
Elizabeth Pacey NSW 
Fay Pope NSW 
Georgina Ketschmar NSW 
Gil lian Bonner NSW 
Jacquiei Recsei NSW 
Jan Briggs NSW 
Lynette Smith NSW 
Margaret Trotter NSW 
Mark McCrone NSW 
Megumi Bennett NSW 
Ray Nesci NSW 
Roger Hinnrichsen NSW 
Valerie Starling NSW 
Vernonica Rose NSW 
ASGAP Nltr Editor Qld 
Elaine Pilgrim Qld 
Kevin Trimmer Qld 
Lorraine Murray Qld 
Louise Scarrone Qld 
Maurice Flaherty Qld 
Norma Harvey-Hall Qld 
Libby Ottaway SA 
Pam Eden SA 
APS Tas Tas 
Lynne Fanlezl Tas 
APS Maroondah Vic 
APS Vic Vic 
Brenda Galey Vic 
Elspeth Jacobs Vic 
Glenn Robbins Vic 
Ron Povey Vic 
Ted Poynton Vic 
Rory Ester Vic 
 
 
 � � � �� � � �� � � �� � � � � �� �� �� � � �� �� �� � � � �� � �� � �� � � � �� �� �� �����     !!!! """" # $# $# $# $ %%%% & ' ' (& ' ' (& ' ' (& ' ' ( )))) & ' ' && ' ' && ' ' && ' ' &

 
The table below shows the income and 
expenditure for APAB in 2002-03.  From 

the total at time of composing this 
Newsletter must be deducted about $350.00 
to print and post APAB-N 4 (the one you are 
reading now).  This wil l leave us with about 
$525 for the new year. 
 
Donations are gratefully acknowledged 
from: ANPS Canberra $2, APS NSW $0.5, 
APS Qld $10, APS Vic $2,  B Cli ff $2, R 
Hinnrichsen $18, F Kelly $2, J Jones $2, J 
Mfisud $2, SGAP NSW, V. Rose $2, L 
Wilson $10, L Wright $15.  Where people 
have provided money for back-issues, I’ve 
entered these as ‘sales’ and placed any 
remainder in ‘donations’ .  The back-issues 
will be sent at about the same time as the 
newsletter #4.  Let me know if you haven’t 
received your back issue request. 
 
As there have been a number of requests for 
back issues, I’ve costed them as follows 
(cost of copying plus postage): #1 = $1.50, 
#2 = $2.75, #3 = $2.75, #4 wil l be more than 
these. 

Roger  
 

Details Receipts Paymen
ts 

Balance 

Opening balance $  226.98$ 
bank interest 0.56  $ 

Subscriptions 
2002-2003 

$725.00  $ 

Donations $72.50  $ 
Printing, 

stationery & post 
 $166.80 $ 

Sales 22.00   
Totals $820.06 $166.80 880.24$ 
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On the sandstone cliffs above the Hawkesbury 
River in N.S.W., there are many potholes.  
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During periods of greater precipitation than the 
present, these have been ground out by rocks 
being swirled against the edges, and so wearing 
them away.  However, looked at from our point 
of view, these potholes are nothing more or less 
than an immovable bonsai pot that has naturally 
nanatised the plants. 
   This was the situation when in 1980 a fringed 
myrtle was found sitting happily in its ‘natural 
pot’ .  Judging by the thickness of the trunk, and 
from the fire scars around it, the age was 
estimated to be about 10-12 years. 
    The following weekend was raining, so we 
prepared a pot with a layer of very open native 
mix with just a smidgen of blood and bone and 
trace elements. We then drove the truck out onto 
the cliff and stopped beside the plant.  Let down 
the back of the truck with the prepared pot on it 
… sliced around the rootball … pulled it out ... 
and straight into the prepared pot … and from 
that day to this it has never looked back…. 
     When just potted it was in no particular 
special shape; but the eye catching feature was of 
course the trunks. (Fig 1).  For about 3-5 years I 

had the front at 45 
degrees to where 
it is now and it 
was not until after 
we had come 
down here from 
Sydney, some 21 
years ago that it 
was changed.  I 
was walking past 
it one day and a 
ray of sunshine 
caught it in such a 
way that I could  

 
 
 
immediately ‘ see’ the finished design.  (Frank 
and I had a deal that if this happened to either of 
us, the other one would provide meals, snack and 
drinks etc.)  By the end of the day I was 
exhausted … but the design was established and  

 
a ‘new tree’ was established.  The rest is, as they 
say, history. 
     The plant as it was, in flower in 1994 is  
shown in Figure 2.  It was submitted for display 
at the 1995 International Bonsai Convention at 
Warwick Farm (Fig 3). 
     Care and maintenance have been minimal, as 
I am of the opinion that, with 

 
 
 
 
some exceptions, natives do not like being 
‘messed about or fidgeted’ with anymore than is 
needed.  I do the heavy pruning after the calyxes 
have dropped off and the rest is thumbnail 
pinching as I walk by in order to maintain the 
outline of the pad. 
     I fertilise in two ways – 3 times annually – 
early spring – after flowering and in autumn with 

Fig. 2. Calytrix tetragona,, in 
flower 1994. 

Fig. 1 Calytrix 
tetragona, 1980 

Figure 3. Calytrix tetragona, 1995.  
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a range of organic fertil isers of which my 
favourite for natives is the worm wee from my 
worm farm.  This is diluted 50/50 and applied 
only to the soil and never on the foliage as it may 
damage it.  In the spring, I add a pinch of trace 
elements and now that the mini-mini slow 
release pellets are available I also use these after 
flowering.  I like Seasal in the autumn to help 
restore the soil structure, which may have been 
damaged by the hot, windy weather. 
     I repot each year usually round about the end 
of autumn, but I am greatly guided by the 
weather and if a nice warm, humid, wet day 
comes up, then I am likely to do it then. 
     My soil mix is very open, but I use natural 
quartz / sandstone gravel and look for a pH about 
6.5 – 6.8.  Added to the soil in small quantities 
are blood and bone, very ancient cow manure 
and a small amount of sieved sphagnum moss to 
help maintain the pH and retain moisture on the 
very windy days, which we get down here. 
     I root prune lightly, usually by running a 
grafting knife and removing a slice around the 
edge of the pot and I only tease the base very 
gently. 
     Now, like its’ owner, it is showing signs of 
age, but when you take into consideration that its 
lifespan in the wild is about 15-18 years and I 
estimate it is now as well i nto its 30s, who is 
going to complain…(Fig 4). 
     The pot is Japanese and with the fringed 
myrtle being a ‘ colour tree’ , the colour was 
chosen to complement the flowers and contrast 
with the coloured calyxes, which are such a 
special feature of this species. 
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It’ s that time of year again when memberships 
are due for renewal.  The rates remain unchanged 
for members and subscribing members living in 
Australia ($8.00).  For members overseas, the 
rates increase to cover new postage rates and are 
now $15.00.  For those new members, who 
joined in Melbourne or since the beginning of 
June 2003, I’ ve counted your membership as 
covering you until 30 June next year. 
   I hope to get your renewals soon.  Also, if you 
have any comments on how to improve the 
operation of the Group or the Newsletter, please 
let me know.  This is a cooperative enterprise 
after all . 
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This past New Year’s holiday, I on the 
Hawkesbury River with friends when I spied a 
large Christmas bush in flower (in ‘calyx’ , but 
that sounds weird).  It was on a steep slope 
below vertical sandstone cliffs in a location that 
probably received extra water from springs.  We 
went on an expedition to climb as close as 
possible so that I could see what a mature tree 
looked like, including its bark and ‘nebari’ 
(stem-base and roots). 
   Until then, I had only seen trees that were 
cylindrical in overall crown shape and had bark 
that was essentially smooth with odd rough 
markings here and there. 
   What a surprise it was to find the tree had very 
thick, rough bark.  Although it was in a fairly 
fire-protected location, it clearly had been burnt 
and survived well from past fires. 
   Later, I saw smaller trees in similar landscape 
locations, again with this richly textured bark.  
I’ ve included some photos of the tree profile and 
of the bark and stem base.  As luck would have 
it, in talking with Jan Briggs in Melbourne, she 
too has recently discovered this rough bark, 
characteristic of old Ceratopetallum gummiferum 
– the NSW Christmas bush. 

 
 
 cont pg 14 
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Australian Plants as 
Bonsai 

 

 

If not delivered, please return to PO Box 450, Jamison Post Office, Macquarie ACT 2614. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All material in this Newsletter is copyright, but may be freely reproduced for non-
commercial purposes as long a acknowledgement is made to the Newsletter and the 
author.  For further information contact the Editor at hnatiuk1@cyberone.com.au. 
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Ceratopetalum gummiferum 

NSW Christmas bush 
The figure to the left shows 
the angle of the first branch 
leaving the trunk, as well as 
the rough bark.  The trunk 
was about 25-30 cm diameter 
at 1.3 m above the ground. 
   The figure to the right 
shows the swelling of the 
trunk base. 
 

Roger 

 
Ceratopetalum gummiferum 
‘nebari’ . 

 


