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Please  f o r g i v e  me f o r  no t  g e t t i n ' g  a  n e w s l e t t e r  o u t  

a s  our  wonderful  t r i p  ended t r a g i c a l l y  

my husband d i ed  suddenly.  

red Cnlotilamnus a r e a s  we made l i s t s  of t h e  

p e c i e s  l i k e l y  t o  be found i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  d i s t r i c t s .  

i s  was made p o s s i b l e  a s  Trevor Hawkeswood had s e n t  

: rrle cop ie s  of' hiis papers  cover ing much of h i s  work 

'knlothamnus. 'l'tiis included keys on s p e c i e s ,  d e s c r i p -  

f riew s p e c i e s  & o t h e r s  a s  wel l  a s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

r the  s p e c i e s .  

s y o u  can imagine i t  took a  l o t  of time t o  

e l  through Calothamnus count ry ,  having t o  

every ,  o r  n e a r l y  every ,  b r i l l i a n t  s p l a s h  of 

r e d .  I took many s l i d e s ,  p r e s s i n g  specimens,& c o l l e c t -  

i n g  seeds  when p o s s i b l e .  Although we found q u i t e  a  few 

of t h e  s p e c i e s  we were hunt ing  f o r ,  a  l o t  were a l s o  

missed so when I g e t  t he  herbarium specimens s o r t e d  o u t  

s t  of those  s t i l l  needed. 

^ye of t h e  most s p e c t a c u l a r  s p e c i e s  was C .  homolopholus, both  t h e  bush form 

cx t h e  p r o s t r a t e  one. C l e a r ,  b r i g h t  red  f l o w e r s ,  j u s t  massed on t h e  bushy 

one whi le  t h e  p r o s t r a t e  ones were no t  a s  t h i c k  w i t h  blooms, b u t  t h a t  could 

have been because they were &;rowirlg i n  very  exposed p o s i t i o n s  on &: nea r  c l i f f k .  

Maybe t h a t  i s  why they are pros t ra f , e?  Many forms of C .  q u a d r i f i d u s  were seen 

from over  Am-to p r o s t r a t e .  Calothnrnnus k a l b a r r i e n s i s  eluded us  a s  t ime seem- 

t o  c a t c h  up s o  qu ick ly!  A g r e a t  t h r i l l  was f i n d i n g  C .  l onp iss imus ,  a  l i t t l e  
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gnome of a  p l a n t .  The ones  we saw were q u i t e  sma l l ,  g e n e r a l l y  on ly  c o n s i s t -  

i ng  of one stem, growing i n  r a t h e r  swampy ground. Of course  i t  had been r a i n -  

i n g  q u i t e  a  b i t  when they  were found.F1lowers were s p a r s e  bu t  t h e  corky stems 

& t a n g l e  of very  long,  t h i n  l e a v e s  were fascinating.Unfortunate1y we cobld 

n o t  f i n d  any seed .  

Calotharnnus sanguineus  t h a t  we saw had a lmost  f i n i s h e d  f l ower ing ,bu t  

I l i k e d  t h e  n e a t  l i t t l e  shrubs  w i th  t h e i r  s ~ n a l l ,  l i g h t  g reen ,  crowded l e a v e s ,  

Looking a t  t h e  shrubs  I would say  t h a t  t h e  f l ower ing  had been very  p r o l i f i c .  
Should be a  good garden shrub.  



A s  luck  would have it  I h n d n t t  been oble  t o  g e t  a key o r  any o t h e r  

in format ion  f o r  our  IlAllied Generat l ,being Benuf 'ort ia ,  Phymatocarpus, 

Regel-ia & Eremaea. I had thought t h a t  Lamarchea would be i nc luded ,  a s  

t h e  f lowers  have q u i t e  a  s i m i l a r i t y  t o  Calothamnus, b u t  have found o u t  

t h a t  it  i s  i n  t h e  l lMe la l euc~  i n f r ~ - a l . l i 8 n c e ~ l .  Af t e r  g e t t i n g  home I was 

a b l e  t o  o b t a i n  I1How t o  Know Western A u s t r a l i a n  Wildflowerst1 p a r t  111 

by B l a c k a l l  h Grieve,  so  bought i t  f o r  t h e  Study Group f o r  $33. If 

anyone would l i k e  a  cop3 of t he  keys f o r  any of t h e s e  Genera p l e a s e  l e t  ' 

me know. 

But back t o  my impress ions  of our  p l a n t s  i n  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  h a b i t a t .  

There were probably  l o t s  I d i d n ' t  even r ecogn i se ,  b u t  i t  was marvelous 

t o  s e e  t h i c k  hedges of Eremaea sp  a long  t h e  s i d e s  of  t h e  sandy r o a d s  

between Three Spr ings  & Enenbba, j u s t  covered w i t h  l o v e l y  orange f l ower s .  

There was ano the r  sma l l e r  shrub a l s o  covered w i th  orange f l o w e r s .  

Regel ia  v e l u t i n ~  wns a b e n u t i f u l  l a r g e  shrub w i t h  s i l v e r ,  g r ey  l e a v e s .  ' 
There were many b e n u t i f u l  B e a u f o r t i a s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  K a l b a r r i  & t h e  

S t i r l i n g  Ranges. B. he terophyl . la ,  a l though  a  very  smal l  shrub,  was ou t -  

s t a n d i n g  wi th  i t s  very  deep r ed ,  n e a r l y  p u r p l e  flowers.Some of t h e s e  a s  

w e l l  a s  the  l o v e l y  B. squnr rosa ,  were growing i n  very  damp p l a c e s ,  but 

would become ve ry  d r y  i n  t he  summer. This  remlnded me t h a t  I had grown 

~l Eeeu.fcrt ia  squar rosa  f o r  many yenrSs without  a s i n g l e  f lower!  Could it 
be t h a t  t h e r e  was too  much g r a s s  around i t ?  I n  t h e i r  n g t u r a l  s t a t e  t h e r e  

i s  ve ry  l i t t l e  crass & none of t h e  i nvas ive  s p e c i e s  t h a t  a r e  s o  p r e v a l e n t  

i n  t h e  Eas t e rn  S t a t e s .  So t h i s  i s  our  most impor tan t  job, t o  t r y  a s  many 

of t he se  p l a n t s  a s  p o s s i b l e  i n  a s  many d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s  a s  we can a s  

t h e r e  a r e  so many n t . t r a r t i v e  smal l  shrub8 i n  our  s t udy  group. I n  our  

nex t  n e w s l e t t e r  I hope t o  t e l l  you of any seeds  I have been a b l e  t o  

o b t a i n .  

The most e x c i t i n g  p a r t  of t h e  hunt  was f o r  t h e  very  r a r e  Calothamnus 

tuberosus .  From the  S t i r l i n g  Ranges we went t o  Lake King, t a k i n g  i n  a  

v e r y  n i c e  f lower  show a t  Cranbrook, t hen  on t o  t h e  d i r t  r oads  p a s t  Frank 

Hann Nat ional  Park. This  was a  v a s t  Park, mainly hea th l ands ,  j u s t  a mass 

of f l ower s .  Soon s t a r t e d  poar ing  r a i n  so  we s h e l t e r e d  f o r  a  w h i l e  under 

a  huge roof  which d ra ined  wate r  i n t o  a  very  l a r g e  tank i n  t h e  middle. I t  

was h e r e  we found t h e  ve ry  l a r g e  Calothamnus q u a d r i f i d u s ,  o u t  i n  f u l l  

f lower .Al1 t h e  l a r g e s t  ones ,  over  4m, were growing c l o s e  t o  t h e  s h e l t e r  

o r  i n  t he  ghall6w d r a i n a g e  l i n e s  which, I Chink, showed t h a t  p l e n t y  of 

wa te r  inc reased  t h e i r  growth. O f  course  t h i s  was sand h i l l  count ry ,  so  

t h e  d ra inage  was e x c e l l e n t .  

When we.carne t o  t h e  t u r n o f f  t o  Penk Char les  t h e r e  was much d i s c u s s -  

i o n  of t h e  wisdom of t a k i n g  t h ~ t  p r e t t y  bad road t o  ou r  d e s t i n a t i o n ,  



b u t  w i s h f u l  t h i n k i n g  convinced us t h a t  t h e  r a i n  would have s topped by 

t h e  t ime we a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  Peak. But no, i f  any th ing  i t  was h e a v i e r ,  so  

we admired t h e  beau ty  of t h i s  l o v e l y  p l a c e ,  s e e i n g  t h e  wa te r  poar ing  

down the  rocky  s l o p e s  & a  heavy m i s t  cover ing  t h e  top sf t h e  peak. So we 
s t ayed  f o r  a  couple  o f  days  i n  Norseman whi le  t h e  weather improved a  b i t .  

When we r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  Peak I was p l ea sed  t h a t  we had wai ted  a s  

t h e  weather  was g r e a t  s o  we s e t  up camp under some b e a u t i f u l  Acacias.  
Then I s e t  o f f  up t h e  lower sl .opes,  a s  i t  was a b i t  too l a t e  t o  a t t empt  
t h e  main cl imb. I could s e e  sorne ve ry  l a r g e  g rey  shrubs  p r ' e t t y  h igh up 

on a ve ry  ba re  rocky a r e a  & when I had climbed up t o  them what joy it  

was t o  r e a l i s e  t h a t  t h e y  were C. tuberosus!  Here were t h e s e  r e a l l y  smal l  

t r e e s  between 3 & 4m t a l l ,  growing o u t  of c r acks  between l a r g e ,  ba re  

s l a b s  of  g r a n i t e .  The s t rong ,  g r ey  , t e r e t e  & very  pungent po in t ed  l e a v e s  

grew a t  t h e  ends of  t h e  many branches ,  ehe o l d e r  l e a v e s  f a l l i n g  t o  make 

compost f o r  a n o t h e r  r a r e  & endangered s p e c i e s ,  Melaleuca s teedmani i ,  t o  

grow i n .  There were a  few more smal l  f l ower ing  p l a n t s  growing i n  t h e s e  

gardens  made by- .our  magni f icen t  Calothamnus.The t runk  was s l i g h t l y  

papery 
Next morning whi le  c l imbing  up Peak Char les  i t s e l f  I s p o t t e d  a  few 

more a s  w e l l  a s  hundreds of l a r g e ,  b r i g h t l y  f l ower ing  Calothamnus 

q u a d r i f i d u s .  Although a t  f i r s t  g l ance  t h i s  l a r g e  g r a n i t e  dome looks  b a r e  

& i n h o s p i t a b l e  f c r  p lant ,  l i f e - , t . h e r e  a r e  many nooka & c r a n n i e s ,  even 

l a r g e  g u l l i e s  carved i n t o  t h e  rock where t h e s e  wonderful  gardens  were 

a b l e  t o  grow. Some even con ta ined  mosses, f e r n s  & l o v e l y  ground o rch ids .  

On our  way from Peak Char les  we s p o t t e d  some more Calothamnus 

t u b e r o s u s  growing on some f l a t  g r a n i t e ,  b u t  r i g h t  on d r a i n a g e  l i n e s .  

Not f a r  from them were many h e a t h  p l a n t s  growing t h i c k l y  on t h e  shal low 

s o i l ,  s o  i t  looks  a s  i f  t h i s  Calothamnus i s  a  p ionee r  s p e c i e s ,  p r epa r ing  
t h e  way f o r  o t h e r  p l a n t s .  I w i l l  be ve ry  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  see i f  t hey  grow 
i n  s o i l  a s  any I saw were a c t u a l l y  growing i n  c r acks  i n  t h e  bare g r a n i t e  

rock .  

I r e a l i s e  t h a t  ou r  main b r i e f  i s  t o  s e e  how ou r  p l a n t s  grow i n  

c u l t i v a t i o n ,  b u t  r e a l l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t o  g e t  p rope r  unders tand ing  o f  

any of ou r  n a t i v e  p l a n t s  they  need t o  be seen i n  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  h a b i t a t .  

It i s  a l s o  v e r y  i n s p i r i n g  t o  s e e  them i n  t h e i r  own homes. O f  course ,  

my b r i e f  v i s i t s  were on ly  s u p e r f i c i a l ,  so  any r e p o r t s  from anyone who 

has any in fo rma t ion  of any s p e c i e s  i n  our  s tudy ,  would be 'mos t  welcome. 

A l l  t h e  b e s t ,  




