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Thanks to all thgse who have scnt in thcir:reports: &obscervations.
A study group can't opcrate without thesc. We are lucky in having
activemembers in S,A., ch., coastal N.S.W. & inland N.S.W. I would
Iike an active member from Quecnsland to comparc their climate effects
on Calothamnus., Any takcrs?: ’
: Thanks also to thosc of you-who -havc sunt 1n oUbo for 1985. Wc arc out
of the rcd thankd'to gcttlnn thc nbwolottcr donc choaply._
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A 11tt1n morc about Trarc. & undangcrbd upCClGu of Culothamnuu. Last -
nuwalctter I ligted :the ‘actually cnd“n”ercd apLClCu. I havc since

read a bit more in "Rarc .or threatencd Aus trullan Plants" published by
the Austiralian National Parks & W1ld11fL qcrv1cc Calothamnus blephar-
:anthcrus has becn presumcd extlnct ﬂs it has not been- gathered from its
arca of natural occhrrcncb.¢ulnurable spceies (those which arc not yeot
cndangered, but could baolly bLGOFL s0) argsCalcthamnus affinis,-
lateralis mlcrocarpus, pinifolius, & validus. Culoﬁhamnus'uspor,
planifolius & robustus arc considored rarc but wecll representcd in
reserves. If we can come bu any.-.proposating material, I think we sBould
try to grow thesec. In ycaru to come garden specimens could be used to
restock naturel grcas.

I haven't had Mny noports of cutting successcs, but had some zocd -
results myself. Kaye had sent me some cuttings, cach speeics wrappcd
scparately in damp newspaper then the little packets firmly wrapped in
plastice bcfore being parcelled & posted. I dipped the cutting cnds in

a hormene liquid & plantcd thex in a pot of sandy loam. A larac plastic
bag was put over the top with two bows of wirce insidc the bag to stop
the plastic from touching the cuttings. As it was quitc warm wcather
these were put in the semi shade. After about o month the plastic bag
was removed & when signs of growth werce scen I pgraduslly moved the pots
into t hc¢ sun. Calothamnus quadriffius was the first to shoot & have
transplanted well. C. gilesii, - pinifcolius, villosus,
torulosus, rigidus & homolopholus woerc also succcssful.

Iwill take some more cuttings from these soon in case the plonts I

have plantcd out sct frost bitten.

Val Kaher from Victoria has reported on an interesting Calothamnus
sanguincus which is prostrate. I have noticed from other reports of
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this speeies that it is generally a bush form, so Val's should be
valuable as a cutting source, althouszh Val hasn't had any SUCCCS? ns
yet. Kaye also has a spceics which, in its natural environment is |
quite a low & spreading bush, grows ncar tpc sea & @as a groy gredn
foliage. It will be intcresting to sec if it keeps it habit when prown

in a differcnt environment. She also has a specics which has very decp
bronze new shoots in the spring.Her C. validus also has rcddish tipped

foliage. If anyonc has similar could you let mg know?

Another interesting Calothamnus that Kayc has growing is a ycllow
flowered C. 'quadrifidus. ' '

Could somcone tell me if Calothamnus sccd stays on the bush for somc
time as Callistcmon dqcs, or does it fall off? T Q-
RhodalJcavoné'will do some germination tests, but ‘noturally it will be
a long time before we hear results. Her Q. asper flowercd well 1qéf
year supplying . many honey catcrs with meals! It cértainly Arcws well in
the humid climate .of the N.S.W. central coast. So does C. quedrifidus.
There has been a lot of diffcrcence in rcports of (. gilesii. It scems
to be 8 very hardy spccices with some pobplg reporting small, insignific
ant flowers, whilc somc others have becen rich red profusc flowcrs,

I think wc shbﬁld:bc'taking sced & cutting material frop the more
attractive forms. Talking about cdifferences in specics Kayc has cight
C. quadrifidus growingz, all different but attractive. C. villosus also
locks like being one of the top spocies too, lovely erey foliage with
large bright red flowers. A friend of mine has g beautiful one that
flowered well thig spring. Hé_@@ts quite hard frosts but his Calothamnus
~are growing in a protccted position on sandy soil. '

T hope it will not be too long before I have cnough reports to makec a
detailed listing. Just hope there will be a Qucensland meber ‘who ean
' give some information.

- Best wishes & good gardening,




