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SOCIETY FOR GROWING AUSTRALIAN PLANTS. 

CALYTRIX S'IUDY GROUP-NEWSLETTER NO. 4. 1984. JULY 1984. 

Dear C a l y t r i x  Members, 

M y  name i a  Gwyn Clarke,and I have r e c e n t l y  

taken over  a s  l e a d e r  of the  group.As i t  has  been i n  r ecess  f o r  some 

time I am mai l ing  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  t o  a l l  those who have been members 

of the  group, and any o t h e r s  who have con t r ibu ted  t o  the  group i n  an Y 
way. 

My f i r s t  s t e p  w a s  t o  f a m i l i a r i z e  myself with t h e  group's past 

a c t i v i t i e s ,  so I spent  some time reading  through t h e  records  s e n t  

t o  me by Joan Doneyeme information c o l l e c t e d  by Joan from var ious  

members i s  of va lue  t o  u s  as a guide f o r  f u t u r e  work with t h i s  

genus. Perhaps I ahould summarize some of t h a t  information here.  

GERMINA'IT ON OF CALYTRIX 

1)~emove  calyx and awns from seed. 

2 ) ~ u s h  seed p o i n t  down i n t o  seed mix.The top of the seed t o  be 

- 
l e v e l  with seed mix. 

3 ) ~ u c c e s s f u l  seed mixes included:  

a ) ~ a s h e d  r i v e r  sand. ~ ) w . R . S .  and P e r l i t e .  

c ) ~ e r l i t e .  d ) ~ r o w r i t e  seed mix. e )Other  coarse mixes. 

S t e r i l i t y  was important - seed damped o f f  r e a d i l y .  

Other mixes showed some success  but  did n o t  have the h ieh  

germination r a t e s  of the  above(60%-80% f o r  some s p e c i e s ) .  

4 ) ~ e t h o d s  of water ing  included-bog method, c a p i l l a r y  bed, hand 

water ing  with a  f i n e  spray. 

5)7bey l i k e d  warmth but could n o t  t o l e r a t e  vcry h i ~ h  h t i m i d i t y .  

6 ) p o t t i n g  on should be a s  soon a s  poss ib le  t o  avoid: 

a ) ~ a r n p i n g  o f f  - fungal  a t t a c k .  

b)l?oot d is turbance  - roo t s  a r e  very long  and f ine ,and become 

detached e a s i l y .  

7 ) ~ l a n t i n ~  i n  s i t u  might be success fu l .  

8 ) ~ e m ~ e r a t u r e  f o r  germination ranged from 10')c-23;. TOO much 

h e a t  appeared de t r imenta l .  

9 )?here  were problems with some seeds,and experiments a r e  

needed t o  determine optimum seed age f o r  each spec ies .  

Questions t o  be answered include : 

a ) ~ o w  long does seed remain v i a b l e ?  

b ) ~ o  some spec ies  have a  dormancy per iod?  

C ) I S  seed susceptable  t o  i n s e c t  a t t a c k ?  

CAR]{; OF SEEDLINGS. 

A g r e a t  dea l  more information i s  needed i n  t h i s  a rea .Suff ice  



t o  s a y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p o i n t s  shou ld  b e  k e p t  i n  mind: 

1 ) ~ o a r s e  mixes  s h o u l d  be used ,and  o n l y  s m a l l  amounts o f  

f e r t i l i z e r  s h o u l d  b e  used  (3 s t r e n g t h  a q u a s o l  o r  s i m i l a r ) .  

2 ) ~ u m i d i t y  c a u s e s  g r e y  mould and p e r h a p s  o t h e r  f u n g a l  a t t a c k .  

However s m a l l  p l a n t s  need  w a r m  semi-shaded s p o t s  away from 

h o t  s u n . P o t s  c o u l d  be k e p t  u n d e r  o t h e r  p l a n t s  on Nor th  o r  

Last s i d e s  o f  house  o r  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s ,  

3)calytx-ix d i s l i k e  d i s t u r b a n c e  t o  t h e i r  roots .You may want t o  

p l a n t  i n  s i t u  g i v i n g  some p r o t e c t i o n  w h i l e  young.Drip 

w a t e r i n g  would k e e p  l e a v e s  f r e e  o f  m o i s t u r e .  

4 ) ~ a i s e d  beds  o r  mounds g i v e  t h e  good d r a i n a g e  t h e s e  p l a n t s  

1 i k e . C l a y  loams may need  gypsum and washed r i v e r  sand added.  

5 ) ~ h o s e  l u c k y  enough t o  l i v e  i n  a w e t  w i n t e r , h o t  summer c l i m a t e  

l i k e  W.A. may f i n d  t h e y  have  more s u c c e s s  t h a n  o t h e r s .  The 

r e s t  o f  u s  may h a v e  t o  s i m u l a t e  i t .  

If members have  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  s u p p o r t , a d d  t o  o r  

c o n t r a d i c t  any i n f o r m a t i o n  i n c l u d e d  h e r e , p l e a s e  l e t  me know. 

A t  p r e s e n t  I do n o t  h a v e  much i n f o r m a t i o n  on work w i t h  c u t t i n g s  

o r  g r a f t i n g , a n d  I - r e a l i z e  that t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  b o t h  s e e d  and 

c u t t i n g  m a t e r i a l  has b e e n  a majo r  problem f o r  t h i s  group i n  t h e  

p a s t  which r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  g roup  g o i n g  i n t o  r e c e s s . 1  hope  w i t h  t h e  

c o - o p e r a t i o n  o f  n e w s l e t t e r  e d i t o r s , t o  t r y  t o  overcome th is  problem. 

If you are s t i l l  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  work ing  w i t h  this  genus and would 

l i k e  t o  c o n t i n u e  o r  renew y o u r  membership p l e a s e  fo rward  $2 t o  me 

a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a d d r e s s ;  

MRS . G, CLARTCE 

26 HENRY ST. , 
COOIC. 2614. 

A.C.T. Phone ( 0 6 2 )  511043. 




