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Since our l a s t  news le t t e r  we have had many new members 
jo in .  Welcome and look forward t o  hear ing  from you and 
having your observat ions ,  comments, o r  any i n t e r e s t i n g  
experiences you would l i k e  t o  share  with your group. 

Spring has a r r i v e d  wi th  a l l  i t s  winds, it i s  a  good time t o  
t h i n k  about p l a n t s  growing i n  con ta ine r s .  Many p l a n t s  do 
not  t o l e r a t e  extremely high winds which w i l l  cause major 
damage. This i s  t r u e  whether t h e  p l a n t  i s  growing i n  a pot 
t h a t  i s  l a r g e  o r  smal l .  The hanging p l a n t s  i n  baskets  a r e  
a t  high r i s k  f o r  damage. P l a n t s  need t o  be s h e l t e r e d  
dur ing  t h e s e  ha r sh  winds. Important t o  remember t h a t  
dur ing  very d ry  windy weather ( a t  l e a s t  were I l i v e )  t h i n g s  
have a  tendency of dry ing  ou t ,  almost a s  f a s t  a s  they  a r e  
watered. I t  i s  important t o  keep t h i s  i n  mind and inc rease  
t h e  amount of w a t e r  t hey  a r e  r ece iv ing  o r  you w i l l  have a  
dehydrated p l a n t .  Not only does t h i s  e f f e c t  t h e  water 
l e v e l  i n  t h e  p l a n t  but  water i s  how t h e  p l a n t s  t akes  up it 
n u t r i e n t s .  Many p l a n t s  a r e  drought s e n s i t i v e .  A p l a n t  
growinq i n  a-eont-ainer, t h a t - i s  not  -watered enough o r  _dry% 
out  t o  quickly  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  being i n  a  drought condi t ion .  
The p l a n t s  r o o t s  can not  reach out t o  ob ta in  ground water 
when i n  a  p o t .  I n  some a reas  where t h e r e  i s  dry condi t ions  
t h e  p o t t i n g  mixture may need t o  be changed t o  a  heavy 
mixture t o  al low b e t t e r  water holding p r o p e r t i e s .  There 
a r e  p l a n t s  t h a t  do no t  l i k e  wet f e e t  e s p e c i a l l y  p l a n t s  from 
WA . 

A n  e x c e l l e n t  new book a v a i l a b l e  i s  "Aust ra l ian  Native 
P l a n t s  f o r  Indoors" by David and P a t r i c i a  R a t c l i f f e .  In  
t h i s  book i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of Grev i l l ea  robus ta  "Si lky Oak", 
t h e  p l a n t  w e  a r e  a l l  use t o  see ing  t a l l  i n  yards and 
woodland. This p l a n t  can according t o  t h e  above authors  
and another  r e fe rence  ?>oak c a l l e d  Wrigley and Fagg 
Banksias,  Waratahs & G r e v i l l e a s ,  can be be made i n t o  a  
house-plant wi th  r e g u l a r  pruning.  I t  does r equ i re  a medium 
t o  b r i g h t  l i g h t ,  and p r e f e r s  t h e  f u l l  sun. I t  i s  recommend 
t o  e i t h e r  propagate  from seed o r  c u t t i n g s .  This Grev i l l ea  
i s  a l s o  used t h e  roo t s tock  f o r  many of t h e  g r a f t e d  
g r s v i l l e a  v a r i e t i e s .  So i f  you grew t h i s  p l a n t  and decide 
it i s n ' t  t o  your l i k i n g ,  you can always change it by 
g r a f t i n g .  ! ! 

Most of us  have had t h e  p l e a s u r e  of a  walk through an 
r a i n f o r e s t  where we admire t h e  t r e e s  and bushes. I t  i s  
p o s s i b l e  t o  grow some of t h e s e  t r e e s  i n  con ta ine r s .  One of 
t h e  e a s i e r  v a r i e t i e s  t o  s t a r t  with i s  Davisonia p ru r i ens  
'Davidsons Plumr. This can be propagated from f r e s h  seed 
o r  a  c u t t i n g .  The f lowering pe r iod  i s  from October t o  
January.  You wonrt  f i n d  t h e s e  seeds i n  a  package!!!  This 
p l a n t  p r e f e r s  l i g h t  p o t t i n g  mix, p r e f e r s  a moist 
environment, and needs t o  be kept  out  of t h e  d i r e c t  sun. 
This  t r e e  no t  only has  love ly  l eaves  bu t  produces a  
b lue-berry  i n  January which can be made i n t o  Jam. To keep 
t h i s  t r e e  con ta ine r  s i z e  it i s  c r i t i c a l  t o  prune. 



Jane t  Kollosche w r i t e s  t h a t  she  has a "Correa mannii always 
f lowers  b e a u t i f u l l y  but  i s  g e t t i n g  l i t t l e  leggy and 
probably could use  harder  pruning." Any he lp  on t h i s  
ques t ion?  I c a n r t  i d e n t i f y  t h i s  s p e c i e s  i n  any of my 
books. 

SPRING SFASON 

What do we need t o  do i n  t h e  s p r i n g  t o  our p l a n t s  t h a t  a r e  
i n  con ta ine r s?  Many t h i n g s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  f a l l ,  bu t  w e  
must g e t  our  p l a n t s  ready f o r  a growth period.  Therefore 
it i s  t i m e  t o  check t h e  potti119 mix t h a t  t h e  p l a n t s  have 
been i n  a l l  w in te r  and assu re  t h a t  t h e  r o o t s  of t h e  p l a n t s  
a r e  okay, no p e s t  a r e  p resen t ,  t h e  s o i l  is  s t i l l  f r e s h ,  and 
t h e  p o t  i s  t h e  c o r r e c t  s i z e  f o r  t h e  p l a n t .  I f  you only 
f e r t i l i z e  t w i c e  a  year  now is t h e  t ime. 

POTTING MIX 

The p o t t i n g  s o i l  w e  use f o r  p l a n t s  a r e  important.  How 
about inpu t  on what type  of s o i l  you a r e  us ing  f o r  your 
p l a n t s ,  and which p l a n t s  you use  which one f o r ,  anyone 
us ing  t h e  new s tandard  ? Has any one t r i e d  t h e  new 
cocopeat y e t ,  I could not  manage information a s  t o  t h e  pH 
and only t h a t  it i s  enriched.  One always has t o  be c a r e f u l  
and check t h e  p H  of any new p o t t i n g  mixes being used t o  
a s su re  they  a r e  compatible wi th  t h e  p l a n t  due t o  be 
p lan ted .  

What i n t e r e s t i n g  p l a n t  have you grown i n  a  con ta ine r  and 
inc lude  d e t a i l s .  Share with a l l  of us  your s t o r y .  

Happy p o t t i n g  ! ! !  

Norma Gilli-Darwon 
P . O .  Box 459  
Wauchope 2 4 4  6 




