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Leader’s Comments:

Last Newsletter | was complaining about the frosty winter in Canberra of 2025. The damaging
winter was followed by a long, hot, dry summer which finished off lots of plants, both those in our
garden and those in our pots. Our collection of plants in pots is now sadly diminished and we will
have to replant with hardier versions. The month of March has delivered over 100mm rain in the
first week and thankfully the drought has broken. Every plant in both pot and garden has jumped
up with enthusiasm at the gift of rain. Hand watering and irrigation can only go so far — they keep
plants alive, but not thriving. Please send along text and photos of the struggles and triumphs of
your pot plants. | know that we are not the only area of Australia that is battling adverse weather!

Cheers, Ros

Ros Walcott, Canberra

Hibiscus geranoides is one of our best pot plants, planted in October 2015. This plant is an
annual or biennial herb 0.75 high x 0.75m wide, with dark green, lobed leaves and delicate pink
trumpet flowers in summer and autumn, best suited to well-drained soils in filtered sun and must
be protected from heavy frosts. We position our plant under the eaves in half sun and protected
from frost and wind. This plant is native to tropical areas of Western Australia, Northern Territory
and Queensland. This hibiscus looked terrible after possums ate off all the leaves in May 2025
and even worse after the frosts of June 2025. | doubted that it would recover. However, it began
to show new leaves in spring and by October 2025 was flowering well. Now that the rains have
arrived the plant has burst into blossom again in March. Supposedly only to last one or two
years, our plant is flourishing after 11 years in a pot.



https://anpsa.org.au/container-plantsSG

Anne Campbell, Mount Barker, SA

Potted paper daisy

This readily commercially available paper daisy, Bracteantha “Elite Citrine” (H 20 — 50 cm: W 20-
50 cm) was kindly given to me by a neighbour who had one in the small front garden bed of her
villa in our Retirement Village in the Adelaide Hills. | decided to plant it in a pot where it did
reasonably well but in comparison with my neighbour’s in a garden bed it was not as spectacular.
This was largely due to the position of the pot — not having as much full sun as the one in the
garden and my pot was not very far away from my neighbour’s garden bed. So in due course
the pot was moved to rectify this and as is shown in the photograph — it is hard to distinguish
them!

The label highlights the best flowering time is from September to May but that it will flower
continuously if timmed after a flush. In cooler months it needs to be kept a bit drier and not
pruned; indeed as much foliage as possible needs to be kept. Perhaps this suggests it is
susceptible to frost (but the label is silent on this). It hates wet feet so needs to be well drained.
This is a product from SA! More information from www.poplargrove.com.au

Difficult to distinguish the in-ground version (left) from the potted
one (right)

Maureen Mallard, Canberra

| have many native plants in pots of various sizes and have had my share of losses. Some plants
only manage to give me a year or two but others go on and on such as Crowea exalata
‘Ginninderra Falls’. It is in a very large pot and is now more than a metre wide and will get a good
prune after it finishes flowering. | have tried to grow many Croweas in my garden beds but none
survive so pots seem to be the answer for me.

One newer plant that has rewarded me for two years in a row with prolific flowering throughout
September and October is Tetratheca thymifolia. This is despite our very cold Canberra winters,
particularly 2025 which had quite a few days of minus 6, and now we are experiencing some
extremely hot summer days. The temperature reached 43.8 one day in January this year, a
record high for this area of Canberra and it’s still looking good. It is in the paved courtyard so fully
exposed to the frost but gets some shade in the afternoon in summer.
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Crowea exalata plant Crowea exalata flowers

Eremophilas also fail to thrive in the ground for me so | have tried a few in pots. Eremophila
‘Carmine Star’ has done particularly well and is just finishing its second flowering since winter.

| have had it in a pot for about 6 years. | gave it a big prune about a year or so ago as it was
touching the ground and it responded very well with much denser foliage and lots of flowers.
Eremophila decipiens is also doing alright so | might try a few more now that | seem to have
found the perfect spot, under the eaves facing north so they get lots of winter sun and reflected
warmth from the brick wall.

Eremophila ‘Carmine Star’ in 2026 before trimming (left) after pruning
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Eremophilas in pots
Words by: Ros Walcott
Photos by: Ben Walcott

While we have a number of Eremophilas in the garden, our clay soil and cold winters mean that
many do not survive. The answer is to grow them in pots where they can get very free draining
soil (a mix of native potting soil and washed river sand) and can be placed in winter under the
eaves of the house so that they get some protection from frosts. A number have done well and
below are some examples of those that have survived.

Eremophila cuneifolia - grafted

We planted this bushy shrub, 1.2-1.5m high, with many mauve/pink flowers, in a pot, in February
2018. Be careful to remove the Myoporum rootstock. This plant is native to the Pilbara region,
WA.
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Eremophila foliosissima

We planted this dense shrub, 0.75m high x 1.5m wide, with evergreen leaves and purple flowers
in October 2019. Prefers full sun with good air movement and is frost tolerant. The name means
many leaves and the plant is native to central WA.




Eremophila glandulifera ‘Lipstick Pink’ - grafted

We planted this upright shrub with attractive grey foliage and lolly pink flowers in a pot in
December 2019. This plant is from central WA and grows to a height of 1.5m.

Eremophila (polyclada x divaricata) ‘Summertime Blue’

We have planted five of these dense shrubs, 1m high x 1.5m wide, with narrow shiny dark green
foliage and large showy blue flowers in summer, from 2005-2019. The first three, planted in the
ground, did not prosper - the drainage was not good enough. The other two, planted in pots,
have done better, although one died over winter ‘“17. This plant is native to the flood plains of the
Murray River in NSW and Victoria.

Please send us your thoughts comments and ideas and when we get enough, we will
produce another Newsletter: Ros: roswalcott5@gmail.com

or Ben: benwacott5@gmail.com
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