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Dear Members, 

Another year i s  coming to a dose as we 
gallop through the 'noughties'. Since my last 
newsletter, several things have happened. We 
hosted a German exchange student during July 
and August and took him up to the Barrier Reef 
over the July holidays. It was an interesting 
experience but I'd forgotten how much teenage 
boys eat. Our grocery bills almost doubled while 
Simon was with us. My daughter Sarah, who is 
17, will be travelling to Germany at the end of 
November to spend 9 weeks with Simon's family. 
Since she eats like a sparrow, I think they got the 
better end of the deal. Anyway, Simon tells us 
that they wiU all be going lo Switzerland on a 
skiing holiday after Christmas. How come I 
missed out on all this fun when I was growing 
up? 

Once Simon returned to Gemany, it was 
all systems go to prepare my garden for an open 
weekend at the start of November. 12 gardens in 
the town md outskirts were opened that weekend 
and I had 415 visitors. It was the first time 1 had 
opened my garden for 1 3 years and many visitors 
who had seen it before commented on the 
ch~mges. The garden has certainly matured over 
that time. Almost a11 the large 'nursemaid' wattles 
have been cut out and replaced with Eucalypts 
which now form the upper canopy. The very 
large sawdust beds have broken down into good 
soil and are kept mulched with an annual 
"hipping of my pmnings. 

The best investment 1 ever made was a 
large Rover chipper. It will take quite large 
branches and all the fallen sticks and bark that 
litter my lawn. I simply aim the chute into the 
garden and chip to my heart's content. This 
ensures that the garden gets a decent pruning 
every couple of years and I'm not sad if 
something dies as it ends up as mulch. 
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This means that I can strategically spray 
with Roundup three to four times a year and cut 
out any blackberries or privet that the birds 
introduce. The outside edges of these beds are 
planted with my collection of Correas and I have 
a drip-line going around the whole bed. Drippers 
have to be checked on m annual basis as they do 
get clogged. 

Around the house, Don has built some 
fantastic stone walls and I have developed some 
interesting native gardens in front of them. The 
waHs provi$c protection from the western sun 
and my technique here is to plant quite thickly so 
that no ground shows at all. This also helps with 
weeding as few weeds can compete. The 
important maintenance requirement is regular 
watering, feeding twice a year in Spring and 
Autumn and an annual pruning. It was great to 
be able to show off the garden and the large 
range of Correas to people who are on the whole 
committed to exotic gardens. 

I had intended to travel to Canberra for 
the ASGAP Conference but had to cancel due to 
financial constraints. What with hosting Simon, 
the trip up north, my daughter's plane fare and 
my own plane fare to Germany, we did our sums 
and decided to give Canberra a miss. I received 
another scholxrsh>p to Gemany for January and 
although the Goethe hstitut will pay for most of 
the trip, H won't be reimbursed until I get to 
Berlin. This also means that I will be overseas 
from 26th December until the 3rd February, 

Cherree was to give my presentation but 
she was stuck in Kalgoorlie. I had to pull the 
plug on my display as well. A recent letter tells 
me that the members put up a display so that all 
was not lost. Thank you very much to everyone 
who helped and a special thanks to Lola Mensch 
for sendhg up some new Correa plants with Because I have very little time for John Nevin. I hope you all enjoyed the 

maintenance, I have be a 'smart' gardener* (I ConfeI*ece. I hear- it was great. Better luck 
do it of the large next time. I would like to wish evetyone a happy beds are kept free of foliage to ground level. I and in the world in 2002. bare-tmnk all the small trees and large s h b s .  Maria 
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Congratulations 

goes to Warren Sheather who was named BBC 
Gardener of the Year. Warren and Gloria have a 
magnificent and immense garden to the west of 
Amidale and Warren does a talk-back radio 
show on growing Australian plants. They 
contribute regularly to gardening journals and are 
an inspiration to native gardeners in the region. 
Warren is especially keen on Correas and never 
misses an opportunity to praise their virtues over 
the air. Well done! 

From the Members 

Hilary Merritt (Bungendore, NSW) writes: 

I have a large garden as we live on eleven 
acres about thirty kilometers north-east of 
Canberra where our climate and growing 
conditions are very harsh. I am particularly 
interested in learning more about Correas as the 
ones I have tried so far have proved themselves 
hardy as well as beautiful and great bird 
attractors. I have also been attracted by their 
apparent ease of propagation. Even as a rank 
beginner X have had a high success rate with my 
Correa cuttings and that's always encouraging. 

Welcome aboard Hilary. Ed 

Gill MuUer (Blackwood S A) writes: 

I have a Correa 'Dusty' that I got from 
John Barrie at an Adelaide SGAP Plant Sale 
(Autumn 20QO). After initially being very yeIlow, 
it has come on well with the help of some slow- 
reIease nitrogen and flowered sparsely in 
Autumn, the flowers being vexy 'dusty pink' 
looking. It looks like a C. pulchella x. 

1 had a Co gulchella once that thrived on 
Rosefood. Ed 

I also have Correa 'Dusty Bells' bought 
from the plant sale in Autumn this year and not 
planted out yet. Again the flower was a very 
'dusty pink', looked more like a C. alba x C. 
pulchella. In the newsletter Max McDowall 
writes that it is a green flower. Have I got 
different plants to what you know as 'Dusty 
BeIlsl. By the way my C. 'Dusky Bells' are 
magnificent. 

According to the label C. 'Dusty Bells' is 
a cream colour - it looks like that natural hybrid 
between C. alba and C. backhouseana at Boat 
Harbour, although the leaves are dij'ferent. It 
certainly shouldn't be pink. Ed 

Tough summer in Adelaide for Correas, I 
lost about 15, garden and pot specimens, mainly 
C. ~eflexa forms. I find the C. decumbeas x 
forms do really well and start flowering in 
summer. 

I have a lovely form of C. glabra var. 
turnbullii, from reading the newsletter I would +-  

say it is from the Murray plains as the leaves are 
dull and so are the flowers. I thought I had lost it 
over summer (in a got) it looked so miserable. It 
seems it wanted watering with rainwater, not tap 
water, because as soon as we had a good rain it 
picked up beautifidly ! 

Does anyone else have thoughts 
regarding problems with tapwater? Do the 
chemicals in some tapwater have a bad efSect on 
the growth of Correas? Ed. 

I have a C. 'Marian's Marvel' near two C. 
reflexa prostrate KI forms, that are all doing 
beautifully and now have a very interesting 
seedling coming up next to them. Gorrea 
pulchella 'White Tips' would have to be one of 
the best performers and most spectacular 
flowerers in my garden. 

Does anyone else have C. 'White Tips' 
growing? Ed. 

Joan Pitaro writes: 

My Correas have flowered beautif-ully 
this year even though we had a long dry summer. 
Most of them have very little if any watering. We 
have dug up our front lawn and put in garden 
beds so I am looking forward to expanding my 
Cvrma colecliun. At present C. 'Mmnii' and C. 
'Marian's Marvel' are making a red show. 

Go f ir  it Joan. Ed 

Lola Mensch writes: 

We had a very rough trip over to Tassie 
thanks to an easterly gale blowing - we were an 
hour late getting there and for the first few days 
we had a shower or two every day with a strong 
wind. We didn't know whether we should head 
east or west as the forecast was for showers 
either way, so we settled for 2 nights in 
Bevonport and took a trip to Cradle Mountain for 
the day. Finally decided to head east which was a 

' 

good decision as it turned out. 

We went to St. Helens for the first night 
as we didn't think the weather good enough to 
follow your trip round the north east. We spent a 
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few hours at Freycinet and I climbed up to 
Wineglass Bay Lookout but as it was overcast 
didn't see it nice and blue as depicted in 
brochures. Saw one lone C. reflexa up there not 
in flower. 

After a late lunch we wandered down to 
Swansea CP for the night and had no trouble 
finding the C. alba you described (in flower). 
From there we went direct to Hobart calling in at 
Richmond for morning tea. We had 3 nights 
there, driving out to Lake Pedder one day. 
weather still not wonderful but once we headed 
west to Strahan it just got better and better and 
the day we did the Gordon Cruise it was 
absolutely perfect. 

We drove up the link road and can report 
on the C. backhouseana at Conta Rocks, where 
you turned south to go to Tenema, we drove 
straight ahead to Conta Rocks looking for 
somewhere to have lunch, nothing there but a few 
fishermen's shacks, but as we had our lunch with 
us it didn't matter. On the way back to the main 
road we saw this stand of C. backhouseana, 
which we hadn't noliced on h e  way in and [hey 
were well in flower. 

There wasn't a lot in flower at Boat 
Harbour. At Rocky Cape we found C. 
backhouseana at a different spot to what you 
described in your newsletter and further round 
again, C. alba was in full flower. It wasn't 
exactly a Correa Crawl but we had a great holiday 
and I'm happy to say it was like a millpond on the 
way home. 

Thanks Lola. We really were lucky with 
the weather when we went on our Correa 
expedition, weren't we. I'm really pleased that 
you experienced Strahan in fine weather - what a 
marvelous place. I feel that there must be many 
more Correa hideouts that we didn't visit and 
collect in. Let us know of your discoveries and 
we'll add them to the list of locations. I usually 
give a detailed description of each trip we make 
to allow members to find the same spots easily. 

If you are travelling to any of these areas 
and would like a copy of the relevant newsletter, 
let me know and I'll send you one. Looking for 
Correas can be like looking for a needle in a 
haystack if you don't know the right habitat. So 
far I have written up trips to Western Victoria, 
Eastern SA, Kangaroo Island, East Gippsland, 
South Coast NSW and Tasmania. Ed 

Cathy Hook writes: 

Paul and I love Correas and have begun 
something of a collection, growing as many as we 
can, both in pots and in the ground. We probably 
have about twenty-five or so, with cuttings of 
many more in the hot-bed following our recent 
trip to Victoria. The more familiar we have 
become with them -which isn't very- the more we 
have become aware of a level of doubt/confusion 
over the names and identification of several. We 
hope that by joining the Study Group we can 
clarify some of the nomenclature/lD issues, and 
learn more about the natural distribution of, and 
variation within, the different species, as well as 
something about the ever-increasing number of 
hybrids. 

Welcome, Paul and Cathy. If I can't 
answer all vour auestions. we have some 
fantastic mekbers dho will bk able to help you. 
Ed 

Paul, being a long-time propagator and 
horticulturalist, is particularly interested in 
improving the reliability of some of the very 
desirable bul somewhat 'iff-y'-in-the-ground 
forms by grafting. 

I have asked Paul to jot down a few notes 
on his grafting techniques. Ed 

We bought our house in the suburb of 
Fisher over two years ago, and it had an 
established, mainly exotic, garden. Our first 
priority was to remove a row of large eucalypts 
and deciduous trees growing under (and into) 
power lines along the boundary fence, and we'are 
only just getting the area finally cleared up and 
ready for planting now, So the 'got garden' has 
been more of a necessity than a preference, but 
we have discovered along the way that correas 
actually do well and look good in pots for several 
years at least. 

We really need to do something on 
Correas in pots for a future newsletter. If you 
have success, please write and tell us your 
'secrets '. Ed 

For the last ten years or so, I have been 
gradually establishing a native garden on my 
parent's sheep farm. The property is about 100 
miles north of Canberra, in granite hill country 
between Boorowa and Wyangala Dam. Being on 
the western slopes rather than the Tablelands the 
winter minimum temperatures are not quite as 
severe as Canberra's, but frosts in the -3 to -6 C 
range are common, and there have been snow 
falls in some years. Summer maximum 
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temperatures are higher than for Canberra, 
regularly going over 35 C and reaching the low 
40's. The maximum this last summer was a 
record 45 C. 

The average annual rainfall for the area is 
around 680mm, but has varied from c300mm 
(1982) to > l  0 0 0 m .  The soil is a duplex clay, 
and generally quite acid. A large area around the 
house and sheds has been fenced and rabbit- 
proofed, and garden 'islands' are slowly being 
developed. I have added nothing to the soil and 
the garden beds have not been raised. (Some 100 
years of human habitation will have altered the 
soil around the house in various ways however), 
Plants have been chosen which (hopefully!) suit 
each site, rather than the site being modified to 
suit the plants. Most plants are watered every one 
or two weeks over summer. 

1 currently have thirteen different Correas 
in the ground at the farm, the oldest being some 
10 years old. We have included notes about 
seven of them. All were purchased from either 
SGAP or commercial nurseries, with the 
exception of the 'local' Correa reflexa, so the 
geographic source of the plant material is 
unknown. 

Vigorous, dense, upright shrub 1.8mH x 2mW. 
In full sun for most of the day, and regularly 
pruned hard. Flowers have pink centres, although 
the colour fades with age and is most apparent in 
flowers protected from strong sunlight. About 
nine years old. 

C. pulchella 'minor's 

The original nine year old plant died suddenly in 
February this year. It was an exceptional plant, 
well over I rnH x I m W, and flowered heavily for 
3 - 4 months every year. It grew over the top of 
an agricultural drain, which may have been the 
reason it did so well. It was adored equally by the 
spinebills, white-plumed honeyeaters and me. 
This is one of the ones Paul has grafted. 

C. pulchella pink 

Fairly dense, vigorous, low spreading shrub 
80crnH x I.3mW after about four years. Original 
plant died this last summer, aged 10, and having 
spread about 2m. When I removed it, I 
discovered it had left me a memento of its 
existence - a little seedling, already flowering, and 
probably a cross with the adjacent C. pulchella 
'minor'. 

C. glabra: 

Moderately dense s h b  1.5mH x 2mW growing 
in close to full shade under large Silky Oak. 
Yellow-green flowers, large leaves. Regularly 
pruned; ten years old. Used as stock for grafts. 

C. rejlexa 'Carpenter's Rockf: 

Low growing, open shrub 60cmH x 4.2mW 
Branches tending to arch. Two to three years old. 

C. rejlexa var. nummularifolia: 

The plant has been in the ground a year, and is 
about 20cmH x 60cmW, The original plant was 
growing in a very sunny spot near the C. dba and 
struggled through the hot summers. It had 
suffered severe grasshopper attack when it was 
very young and never really thrived afterwards. 1 
finally removed it a year ago, and the new one is 
in a slightly more protected spot and seems 
happier. 

C. rejlexa 'Reid's Flatf: 

This is our 'local' form of C. rejZexa which grows 
in an area of natural vegetation along the Reid's 
Flat - Bigga road. 1 have several growing in the 
garden, and they are quick-growers but rather 
straggly and branches tend to break easily. They 
have a wilted look which does not endear them to 
nonenthusiasts! However, they are exceptionally 
popular with the birds and there are always more 
flowers on the ground than the bush. The largest 
plant is about 1.8rnH x 1.2mW. 

I have a Correa 'Carpenter Roch '  which 
always look  wilted. Even in a pot with plenty of 
m.oisture t k s e  plnnts have n wilted Iook. 
Scratch any horticultural potential - one for the 
collector only. Ed 

We have also sent some material from 
correas growing in friends' gardens in Canberra. 
They include: 

C. rejlexa 'Fat Fred': low spreading plant about 
30cmH x 60cmW. Flowers appear to have three 
colours. 

C reflexa 'Clearview Giant' 

? C. glabra: this plant was an unlabelled gift. It is 
a small, neat, fairly open shrub, about 70crnH x 
I.2mW. Small yellow-green flowers, wavy-edged 
leaves. 10 years old. 
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The remaining material comes from some 
of our pot plants. C reflexa 'Hilights' is our pet 
name for a very floriferous but unidentified plant 
we have, which Peter Ollerenshaw tells us is very 
like a hybrid Jim Hartshorne gave to the 
Australian National Botanic Gardens in the late 
1970's, and which Peter has growing at Bywong. 
Ours actually came from another friend's garden, 
and we're currently trying to sort out whether or 
not they are one and the same thing. Peter 
believes it is worth registering with ACRA. 

The cuttings sent by Paul and Cathy are 
doing very well. Several years ago Steve 
Clemesha did some grafting trials. I look 
forward to hearing about anyone's attempts at 
this. Ed. 

Letter from Rosemary Blemings (ASGAP) 

I want to thank your team for the lovely 
Correa display at the Conference. It eventuated 
as a colourful blend of flowers and informative 
photographs. We were sorry that you were 
unable to come but please thank your Correa 
Study Group support team for their efforts - it 
was a very successful, appealing display. 

Now I can't take any credit here. 
However, it thrills me to think that our members 
are happy to get together and pitch in when we 
need help. Thank you again from me. I am now 
looking for a few volunteers prepared to set up a 
display at the Rutaceae Seminar in Melbourne 
next November. It would be great if we could 
have a representative sampling of the various 
Correa species and their cultivars in pots. I have 
been invited to speak but will be flying down, so 
can't bring pots with me. Ed 

Margie Barnett writes: 

Thanks for the great photo/posters for the 
Correa Study Group display I put on at the SA 
Regional Autumn Plant Sale last weekend. They 
looked very impressive hung on a screen at the 
back of a small display of Correa plants. There 
was a large interest in the display, and Correa 
plants sold very well at the sale. The display 
happened to be (quite unplanned) right alongside 
the Correas for sale in the alphabetically arranged 
sale ! 

On a trestle alongside the photos, I had 
potted specimens, named, of Correa species and 
forms. Also, in vases, cut specimens from Thelma 
Vanderpeer, Lloyd Carman, and my garden. 
These were also named, and flowering. The range 
of flowering specimens, cut and potted, was 

wonderful. Usually our plant sale is much earlier 
in the year (March/April) so this sale was well 
timed for promoting Correas. 

Correas included were C. aemula (K. I.), 
alba, calycina, glabra var. glabra and glabra 
var. turnbullii, lawrenciana ssp. megalocalyx 
(not flowering), pulchella (K.I.red), pulchella 
(minor, orange), 2 diff. coloured forms of reflexa 
var. reflexa (Petal Point, Tas), alba x glabra var. 
turnbullii, 'Dusky Bells', 'Mannii', 'Marian's 
Marvel', 'Win's Wonder' (a variegated form with a 
deep red flower, deeper than 'Dusky Bells', which 
contrasts strikingly when in flower), 'Redex' 
(reflexa x decumbens), 'Carman Lorraine', and a 
pretty hybrid from Maria's originally from Bob 
O'Neill (alba x pulchella), among others. 

The floor display consisted of more 
potted specimens, largely from Gill and John 
Muller. These were SPECTACULAR and 
created a great deal of interest. Gill has her 
display plants in terracotta pots, and maintains 
her plants well for shape and flowering. Looking 
STUNNING were Correa pulchella 'Pink Mist' 
and Correa pulchella 'White Tips', along with 
Correa pulchella 'Sunset Glow', C. pulchella 
'Ethel' (same as 'Wreck of the Ethyl' I suspect) 
and C. reflexa prostrate form. Some of the 
smaller pretty display pots tried to walk out the 
door, but the cashiers recognised these as 'not for 
sale' being in non-standard sized pots! 
Fortunately, there were good supplies of C. 
pulchella 'Pink Mist', and other forms, for sale, 
although by Sunday afternoon, not a great deal 
were left. 

The display was set up as a static one, (as 
my usual duties at the sale are advising customers 
in all species in the general sales area) with 
information available in a folder on the Study 
Group, recent newsletters, and Paul Wilson's 
latest revision. I had small leaflets for customers 
interested to take home with Maria's postal 
details, to join the study group (if APS 
members). However, I did 'man' the stand 3 - 4 
times during each day to answer questions. 

As 1 was originally asked to give a 
segment in propagation workshops (though not 
being a good public speaker, and preferring to 
work in the one to one situation, I suggested I put 
on a Correa Study Group Display, and be 
available to answer questions) I had available 
equipment to show how to propagate Correas 
from cuttings. However, mostly I was giving 
advice on growing and maintaining the plants in 
pots or gardens. It was rewarding to hear 
customers responses to the beauty of the 
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flowering Correa forms - as though they had not 
seen these before! I'd be happy to mount another 
display next saldyear depending on the timing of 
the sale with flowering. I hope you find some 
new members joining from seeing the display. 

Fantastic eflort, Margie. I f  anyone else 
would like to borrow display materials for a 
similar display, just let me know. The photos 
have been laminated and have text explanations. 
They also have velcro stick-ons at the back so 
they can be easily mounted on a cloth display 
board. Ed 

Most of our Correas in the garden, and 
pots, are flowering now. We have just had the 
most wonderful rain - a drought breaker - so 
everything is looking fresh. I am hoping for 
some mild weather next to continue 
photographing before the flowers go! The 
Tasmanian Correas I potted from cuttings, and 
plants from Maria, are beginning to flower so I 
want to photograph these. The Petal Point C. 
reflexa forms are pretty. Then I shall need to 
propagate from them. 

I have a very pretty pink and white tipped 
Correa bought from the sales 2 years ago, 
incorrectly labelIed just Correa rejlexa. It is I i  ke 
C. pulchella 'White Tips' which I understand is 
the 'escaped' Correa from Canberra B.G. (Is this 
so?) However, I'm not sure it is identical - at the 
moment the corolla tube appears longer on mine, 
and longer pink less white, also less haby  leaves. 

P think you have the hybrid which we've 
named 'Coconut Ice Ed 

I've been looking through your cuitlvas 
listings and made some notes: 1 think C. 
pulchella 'Wreck of the Ethyl' (or 'Ethyl') is most 
likely to have originated from York Peninsula and 
C. pulchella 'Sunset Glow', Lloyd Carman 
suggests, comes from Eyre Peninsula (SA). 

Ida Jackson writes: 

Our South Australian APS Journal 
carried a reference to your C. decmbeas hybrid 
'Royce Raleigh". I have seen similar hyhrids, in 
the wild, especially in the scmb west of Harvey's 
Return at the western end of Kangaroo Island. 
Here I thing the other parent would be C. 
backhouseana var. orbicularis. I have some in a 
got. 

Ida didaft go into details about what the 
Journal said. Does anyone keep back issues? 1 
believe rhad this plant arose as a seedling in 
Royce's garden, Ed. 

Bob O'Neill writes: 

Correas keep on rolling on. I keep on 
losing older plants, mainly C. reflexas. r his H 
guess is due to a number of reasons: 

I. Competition with other plants in a 
growing garden. 

2. I do not usually prune so maybe this is a 
premature outcome. 

3. Maybe just old age, the life span is over. 

I think pruning is the secret to 
prolonging the life of yourplants, BBo Ed 

Just planted out another 70-80 Correas, 
all replicas from around the garden, but even so I 
would still be losing different forms even though 
the total numbers remain farly high. 60 of the 
new plants have been put into a new bed, 50m x 
8m as the major genus of that bed. 

It is interesting to have the plants in a 
garden situation, not pots, as they can grow to 
their limits and potential. My biggest C. 
lcrwrenciuna is 7m wide and 4m in height. I need 
to prune one side to retain a pathway and as a 
result I have a lovely hedge effect. The site is 
well-drained so clearly this species (using the 
appropriate forms) would be very useful in 
screens and hedges. 

One interesting Ce rejlexu I have, refused 
to branch out, despite being in an open position. 
Some time ago it was forced to bend sidewards 
and now lo and behold it is branching beautifully 
on the upper side. 

The Hindmarsh Falls form of C. calycina 
has reached a height of just under 2m and a width 
of 5 rn. There is an amount of yellowing so I'm 
pleased I have plants elsewhere. Nearby is a C. 
glahra, beatitifully rounded like a clipped plant, 
2rn tall by 3.511 wide, It is odd how Correas 
have their major flowering period, yet a scattering 
of forms flower outside that period. 

Our dam has been of excellent value. 
Now becoming quite established, it is a real focal + 

point. A pair of Australasian Grebes have bred 
twice this season, two chicks each clutch. 

If you haven't seen Bob's garden, itis a 
must. I swear his plants grow mice rhe size of 
mine. It must be bl~cat deep volcanic mi& and 
ideal climate, not to mention the 'green thumbs'. 
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Brendon Stahl writes: VALE JOHN EMMS 

With reference to the threatened plants 
list, I have a pink flowering C. alba and several 
red flowering C. lawrencianas but do not know 
their sources. 

The C. alba could be Tasmanian and the 
only red form of C. Eawrenciana is var. rosea. 
Ed 

I have a green flowering C. lawrenciana 
from the Otway Ranges, Vic. and a green- 
flowering C. reflexa, which was sourced by Bob 
O'Neill from the Dandenong Ranges, Vic. - it 
may be C. reflexa var. lobata. My Correas have 
given a really good show this year. We have 
been fortunate with rain this year after four years 
of less than average rain. 

Check if the C. reflexa calyx has four 
triangular lobes. Ed. 

Bev Overton writes: 

My C. 'Marian's Marvel' died during 
2000 aged 8 years. I think I have one last Living 
piece in the garden. It's too small to be sure if it 
will survive. 

Isn't it strange how this plant grows like 
a weed for some people and is touchy in other 
areas. Mine almost died last year after a long 
dry spell while I was overseas. Ed 

I did have a C. reflexa var. insularis 
growing for three years. Lost it in summer 2000. 
1 will try again and will plant in the main garden 
soil and not on the footpath verge. 

Better luck next time, Bev. Ed 

Isabel Guldberg writes: 

We visited the Sheathers and enjoyed 
their garden which is relevant to us as we are 
1 1 OOm up in the air. Also popped into the airport 
- the Correas make a nice tight cover. 

1 sympathise Isabel, my place is also 
d POOm but it's on the ground, not up in the air! 
Although when we have low cloud, we must be 
up in the air. I give up! Ed 

John Emms passed away suddenly. He 
will be truly missed by all members of the South 
Gippsland Australian Plants Society. He was 
also a fairly active member of the Correa Study 
Group. 

John was very knowledgeable about 
plants with a special interest in correas, orchids 
and other heathland plants. Whenever one of us 
needed that unusual plant identified, John would 
be one of the first people we would ask for ad- 
vice. 

John was a former President of APS 
South Gippsland and a dedicated committee 
member having served for many years in a variety 
of positions. It will be difficult to imagine a 
flower show without him. 

John always propagated more plants than 
he needed at home and very generously gave 
them away as presents to club members. He was 
responsible for fostering in many members a 
lasting interest in particular Australian plants, 
many of which can now be found still growing in 
their gardens. 

We have a lost a friend. Farewell John E m s .  

Written by Tony Chipperfield 
Former Prcsident APS South Gippsland 
Reprinted from APS Victorian Newsletter, Vol. 45, No 
177, p33. Source. June 2001 issue of APS , South 
Gippsland Newsletter. 

Correa aemula flowers in Spring. 
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Threatened plants list 

The following members returned their 
slips and have these plants growing in their 
gardens. If you would like cuttings why not 
contact them. I'm sure they wouldn't mind 
sending on a few pieces. 

C. aemula Pauline Glocke 
Brendon Stahl 
Maria Hitchcock 

Co alba var. pannosa Gill Muller 
Pauline Glocke 
Cherree Densley 
(3 forms) 

C. backhouseana var backhouseana 
Gill Muller 
Brendon Stahl 
Cherree Densley 

C. lawrenciana var gramgiana 
Max McDowell 

@. lawrenciana var latrobeana 
Brendon Stahl? 

C. rejZexa var. angustifolia Cherree Densley 
Max McDowell 

C- reflexa var0 lobata Cherree Densley 
Brendon Sta%lll'? 

C. rejlexa var speciosa Barbara Pye 
Brendon Stahl 
Cherree Densley 
Max McDowell 
Maria Hitchcock 

PS. Shirley Pipitone would love cuttings ofthe C. 
lawrencianas. 

We've had a spoonbill on the dam this week. 

Correa 'Federation Belleq 

The Use of Correas in Garden Design 

This article was prompted by a letter from 
Diar~a Sliape who waited a list of the 'best' 
Correas. Since garden design is a very personal 
thing, it is hard to generalise. I suppose the best 
way to start would be to look at the most 
common garden types and then fit into them a 
range of Correas which would be suitable. 1 shall 
start with the tallest ones and gradually work my 
way down to groundcovers. 

The Bush Garden 

The upper storey of this type of garden is 
dominated by a range of Eucalypts and tall 
Acacias, Casuarinas, Banlksias and any other 
small trees. The middle storey contains a variety 
of plants which grow up to 3m, such as 
Callistemons, Melaleucas, Leptospermums, 
Kunzeas, Banksias, etc. and outside edges are 
bordered with a range of larger shrubs. The 
beauty of this type of garden is that you can walk 
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through it - like having your own private 
bushland. 

Correa lawrenciana var. rosea would fit 
well into a bush garden. It is both frost and 
drought hardy and needs very Little maintenance. 
Plants grow up to 3 metres in height and are very 
dense with large leaves that give a rainforest look 
to the garden. 1 plant them in a clump towards 
the edge of a bush garden where they provide a 
dark contrast to other shrubs nearby. They 
tolerate being planted close to Eucalypts and I 
underplant them with some Correa reflexa var. 
nummulariifolia plants which peek out from the 
base and provide a dense groundcover. My 
plants are watered with drippers. 

The Tasmanian form of Correa 
lawrenciana var. lawrenciana can be trained into 
a small decorative tree shape and looks 
spectacular in flower when planted as a specimen 
and carefully tended. It should be planted so as 
to allow the afternoon sun to backlight the 
flowers. 

A thick planting of Correa shrubs on the edge of a 
bushland garden. They include Correa 'Ivory bells', C. 
alba 'Wollongong', C. 'Cane's Hybrid' and C. 'Coconut 
Ice'. In the background are Banksia ericijolia, Hakea 
nodosa, Leptospermum polygalifolium and Prostanthera 
lasianthos. 

The Shrub Border 

This type of garden is characterised by 
large s h b s  at the back, medium shrubs in the 
centre and small s h b s  at the front. The trick 
with growing an attractive shrub border is to plant 
fairly closely so that the shrubs grow into one 
another. This will shade the ground and prevent 
the germination of weeds. I like to mulch these 
gardens very heavily at first until the plants cover 
every bit of ground. After that they need regular 
watering during dry periods and the application 
of an organic fertiliser twice a year. I find that 
mixing Correas and Prostantheras gives an 
interesting and attractive look. 

Correa backhouseana var. 
backhouseana is a very vigorous and hardy large 
shrub which would suit the background. It has 
cream-coloured flowers and rounded shiny dark 
leaves. Another excellent background s h b  is 
Correa 'Marian's Marvel'. This old hardy 
cultivar is still a favourite and is grown widely 
across the country. It has pale pink and green 
flowers for most of the year. 

The middle row is for shrubs which grow 
to about 1.5m in height. The various forms of 
Correa glabra fit in well. All are very drought 
and frost hardy, have dense foliage and require 
practically no maintenance. 

Correa glabra var glabra has pale green 
flowers and shiny mid-green leaves. Correa 
glabra var. leucoclada has yellowish flowers and 
apple-green leaves, Correa glabra var. tumbullii 
has dark shiny foliage and red and green flowers. 
One of the best forms grows on Mt. Barker in 
South Australia. 

Correa alba var. alba tends to sprawl a 
bit so needs to be grown in between other shnibs. 
It is usually very hardy and reliable in cultivation 
and the white star-shaped flowers a e  very 
attractive. There are pi& flowered forms 
available but not all are reliable. 

All of these plants would be suitable for 
the centre of a large mounded garden, a style I 
have seen often in Victoria. You could also add 
the C. lawrencianas to your mix. 

Most of the more colourfuP Correas are 
best suited to the front row of the s h b  border. 
Correa rejlexa has many forms and not all are 
reliable in cultivatio~~. The best forms of Correa 
reflexa var. reflexa come from coastal areas in 
South-eastern South Australia, western Victoria 
and south-east NSW. They are generally low- 
growing plants which require regular tip-pruning 
in the early stages to make them bush up. All 
have bright red flowers. 

Correa rejlexa var nummulariifolia is 
very popular as a groundcover. It is very dense 
and has grey-green foliage and cream flowers 
with tan tips. I have seen a very small-leaved 
form which is highly attractive. It was planted en 
masse under a small grove of Siver Birch trees 
and looked spectacular. 
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A shrub border planting in front of one of Don's basalt 
stone walls. Plants include Correa 'Dusky Bells', Correa 
reflexa var speciosa 'Point Hicks' and Correa reflexa 
var. nummulariifoia. Bushland gardens are featured in the 
background. 

Correa reflexa var speciosa is the 
brightest of all the C. reflexa flowers. Plants 
have large, bulbous carmine flowers but the 
plants themselves can be fairly touchy. I find the 
Point Hicks and 'Marlo' forms very attractive but 
young plants need regular tip-pruning to make 
them bush up. I think you could plant five or six 
together closely to give a spectacular display. 
They need regular watering md feeding. 

Correa pulchella is also a very vxiable 
species and has contributed to a large number of 
cultivars. Correa 'Dusky Bells' is a hardy 
favourite. It spreads over a large area and has 
attractive pink bells which are half-hidden in the 
foliage. Correa 'Pink Mist' is another favourite. 
The salmon-pink bells are more obvious and the 
plant tends to be more upright. It would also 
make an excellent small hedge plant. Correa 
'Mannii' tends to sprawl a bit but the flowers are 
worth it. It needs regular pruning for shape and 
is best grown in between other shrubs. Correa 
'Ivory Bells' has a neat habit and attractive cream- 
coloured flowers. 

Correa decumbens has several hybrid 
forms which are vigorous and reliable in 
cultivation. They are bushier and more upright 
than the parent plant and flowers tend to hang 
down rather than poke up. Some are taller and 
better suited to the middle row of shrubs. Many 
are unnamed but one fantastic form that I have 
growing originated as a seedling in Royce 
Raleigh's garden. 

Rockeries and embankments 

The plants listed for the front row of the 
shrub border would also suit rockeries and 
embankment plantings, as well as tub planting 
and pond surrounds. 

While there are many promising cultivars 
on the market, it is impossible to list them all. 
Often it is a matter of trial and error to find the 
right plant for that location. However, this article 
may help in organising your Correa garden. The 
nice thing about Correas is that you can plant a 
large number of them fairly closely together and 
they lend themselves to filling odd pockets in the 
garden. 

They also propagate very easily from 
cuttings so you can assemble a good collection at 
very low cost. The best thing however, is that 
they will provide winter nectar for small birds and 
if you plant a variety of Cosreas to flower at 
different times through the year, the birds will 
stay all year and nest in your garden as well. 
Place a birdbath in your Correa garden and enjoy 
the antics of our feathered friends as they splash 
in the water. 

Correa Study Group Newsletter No 24 December 2001 page 10 



This garden was planted by Bob O'Neill in 1992. It 
contains 35 Correas which are between 2 and 6 months 
old. Other plants are interspersed. Most Correas grow to 
mature height within three years and they flower in the 
first year of planting. Bob is recognised as having the 
biggest 'green thumbs'. The garden at Wandin (near 
Melbourne) replaces an old cherry orchard. Bob kills the 
grass, digs up the soil and mulches heavily with hay. His 
established gardens are lush and very attractive. Bob has 
also opened his garden publicly and he and Dot now run a 
B&B, which is a great way to spread the Correa message. 

H know that many of you have wonderful 
gardens and it would be nice to feature your 
landscaping idcas. Pcrhaps you have n small 
section of the garden which you are proud of. 
Please send me a photo and I will feature it in a 
future newsletter. No need for an article, just 
write on the back of the photo. Easy! 

Correa reflexa varieties 

Barbara $ye sent a plea for a reference to 
help her distinguish between the varieties of C. 
reflexa. Here is an article that may be of help. 
we should start with Paul Wilson's updated list. 

C. reflexa var. reflexa Flowers green to yellow 
or red 
Flowers drooping, clasped 
between foliar bracts 
Calyx with small teeth 
Qld, NSW, eastern Vic, 
South-east SA, eastern 
Tas. 

C. rejlexa var. rejlexa red Georgetown, Tas. 
leaves are heart-shaped and flowers are narrow-cylindrical. 
there are many colour forms ranging from bright red with 
green lobes to pale green with darker green lobes. Note 
the lack of calyx teeth. 

This is the most widespread of all the 
species and probably the most variable. Our 
local form in New England has very h a j l  leaves 
and green beIls. This form seems to occur inland 
down the Great Dividing Range and into Victoria, 
usually found in dry schllersphyl woodlands. 
They are often sparse in habit as the stems reach 
for the light. 

C. reflexa forms which occur on the coast 
tend to be lower-growing and red in colour. 
They can often be found behind sand dunes in 
Casuarina woodlands or on headlands. As many 
areas of the coast have been highly developed, it 
is sometimes hard to find any remnants of the 
original Correa refIexa population. My feeling is 
that the existing forms are probably endangered. 
They occur from the Newcastle district right 
through to the Fleureau Peninsula in SA., and in 
northern Tasmania. C. rejlexa var. rejlexa 
hybridises readily producing cultivars which may 
or may not have horticultural potential. 

@. reflexa var reflexa 'Scamander' Tas. 

Note the tightly clasped leaves. this form is pale green 
with darker green lobes. 
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to occur on the islands. Does anyone have any 
specimens, photos or more information about this 
variety. The one that I have isn't in flower at this 
time so I can't include a scan. It is a low- 
growing, spreading shrub with almost round 
greyish-green leaves and creamy green short 
bells with tan tips. The noticeable anthers are 
also tan contrasting with the flower colour. 

C. rejlexa var. insularis 
Flowers green to yellow 
Flowers not obviously 
clasped 
Calyx fawn and hairy 
Anthers prominently 
exerted 
Eastern Kangaroo Island 
(New variety) 

We came across one of these on the 
south-east coastline of Kangaroo Island. My 
cuttings didn't survive. I know Don took a slide 
but we don't seem to have it converted into a scan. 
Does anyone have a picture, cuttings or more 
information? Newsletter No. 18 has a 

A selection of C. rejlexa var. rejlexa flowers. comparison of C. reflexa var. insularis with C. 
Note the pair of clasplng leaves around the flower(s), backhouseana var. orbicularis- 
hem-shaped leaves and narrow cylindrical bells. The size 
of flower can also vary markedly. The first thing to decide is whether it 

came from Kangaroo IsIand. If it has yellow 
flowers then you're spot on. If you don't know 

C. reflexa var. lobata Flowers green to yellow the origin, use this checklist. 
Calyx with four deeply 
triangular lobes Corolla green to yellow 
Dandenong R. Calyx truncate or dentate (either no teeth 
Powelltown Vic or some teeth on edge of calyx) 
(New variety) Flowers erect to drooping, not obviously 

clasped by foliaceous bracts (leaf-like) 
Can someone please send me a specimen Calyx fawn romentose (hairy) 

or a photo? I think it is fairly localised The Anthers prominently exerted (poke out) 
calyx lobes would distinguish it from other C. 
reflexa forms. Type specimen collected Hundred of Haines K.I. 

by P.J. Lang on 23rd May, 1989. 
C. reflexa var. nummulariifolia 

Flowers green to yellow Erect shrub to 2 m high. 
Flowers not obviously 
clasped Leaves broadly ovate to circular, 
Calyx msty and hairy mostly 1.5-2cm long, 
Anthers scarcely exerted flat, rounded at base, 
Bass Strait Islands, Tas. obtuse (rounded at tip), 
Mountains and coast petiole (leaf-stalk) c. 4mm long, 

upper surface minutely stellate- 
Plants with his name have been been sold scabridulous (rough), 

in nurseries for many years, Whether they ase lower surface tomentose with obvious 
true to Paul Wilson's description is anyone's stellate hairs. 
guess as there are many forms growing on the 
west coast of Victoria which are very similar. We Fb.~ers  terminal to branches, 
didn't see any on our way around Tasmania so not surrounded by obvious leafy bracts. 
my feeling is that they are probably more likely 
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Calyx thin, cup-shaped, 3-4- long, 
truncate and shortly 4-dentate (4 teeth) 
fawn tomentose. 

Corolla narrow cylindrical, c. 2 cm long, 
yellowish green with rusty tip, 
moderately stellate towards apex but 
sparsely so towards base. 

Anthers well exerted, narrow-oblong and 
narrowed towards an obtuse apex. 

Endemic to the eastern half of Kangaroo 
Island where found on a variety of soils including 
ironstone and sand. lkm N. of Flour Cask Bay, 
Dudley C.P., Nepean Esplanade. 

This variety hybridises with C. 
decumbens and with C. backhouseana var. 
o r b i c u l a r i s .  Similar to C. reflexa var. 
nurnmr~lariifolia from Bass Str. in which variety 
the anthers are enclosed or just exerted and the 
calyx hemispherical and densely rusty tomentose. 

Co refzexa var. angustifolia 
F~C)WCI'R red with green 
lobes. 
Leaves narrow-oblong and 
recurved, rusty below 
Calyx with 4 teeth and 
4 broadly triangular lobes 
Grampians 
Sandstone slopes 
(New variety) 

I know that Cherree and Max have this 
form growing so I would appreciate a cutting or 
two, a photo if you have one and info on growing 
it successfully. 

C. reflexa var. speciosa 
Flowers red with green 
lobes 
Flowers not clasped 
Flowers broadly 
cylindrical 
NSW, Easternlcentral Vic. 
Coastal dunes 
(Formerly C. reflexa var. 
cardinalis) 

By the way, if you are going to send 
cuttings, please do so before the middle of 
December or else after mid February as I 
will be overseas from Boxing Day. Photos 
and info can be sent anytime. 

C. reflexa var. speciosa 'Point Hicks' 

Correa rejlexa var. speciosa 'Fat Fred' 
Note the bulbous flowers (one has been pecked by a nectar 
thief) and small narrow leaves. Leaf size and shape is 
very variable. The variety is distinguished by its large 
bright coloured flowers and non-clasping leaves. It is 
often not reliable in cultivation and may be better suited 
to pot culture. Mine has a nutritional defect which is 
slowly being corrected. It is about 4 years old. 

C. rejlexa var. scabridula 
Flowers red with green 
lobes 
Flowers not clasped 
Flowers trumpet-shaped 
Western Vic. inland SA 
Mallee heathland 

If anyone has this growing, please send 
cuttings, photo or info. I think this is the variety 
that has been named 'Sunset Glow'. 
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