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Correa 'Coconut Ice' 
C. alba var alba x C.reflexa var reflexa 

Attractive spreading evergreen shrub with round dark green 
leaves and delicate pink and white bells in autumn and 

winter. Likes a well-drained position in full sun to serni- 
shade. Frost and drought hardy. Prune back long stems 

after flowering to promote dense growth and better 
flowering. Mulch well but keep mulch away from the 
stem. Attracts honey-eaters. Suited to small or medium 

sized gardens and large tubs. 
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Please Note! 
As from 1st July 2005, there will be a 

change in membership fees. Anyone wanting 
their newsletter sent by e-mail and not through 
the post can pay a cheaper rate. 

Electronic newsletter $6.00 
PDF format sent with 
e-mail 

We are seeking more commercial growers 
to join our labelling project. Cutting material Normal newsletter $10.00 

of new releases will be sent to you 
approximately 1 year in advance and 

coloured labels will be available from the 
leader to ensure the best sales at release time. 

Apologies to members! 
This newsletter is late this year due to 

unexpected work and family commitments 
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From the Leader We have more correa releases on lhe way, 
some from the heritage collection and some 

I write this newsletter during a week of newer ones. I have written about these in this 
bleak, cold and rainy weather. This is why my newsletter and always welcome any information 
region was called New England so many years you have about cultivars growing in your garden 
ago. Although the weather is not very inviting at or any new forms you may have come across. 
present, most of us are jubilant at the rain which Occasionally seedlings appear in the garden and 
has finally appeared after a long period of some of these have great potential. You need to 
drought. While saying that I'm aware that the monitor your seedlings - take cuttings from them 
drought may not be over. We always get rain in and wait till they flower. Let me know about any 
June so this could be just a hiccup in the worst good forms. 
drought for over a century. We hope not! As an 
eternal optimist I am hoping now for a return to I continue to teach at Armidale High but 
normal weather patterns, as I'm sure, you all are. am starting to see some light at the end of the 

tunnel. My school has changed in the type of 
It is with great sadness that we report the students we attract - a lot more at the tail end of 

passing of Marian Boehm, a stalwart and the intellectual spectrum - and learning a 
enthusiast of Australian plants and Correas. Our European language is not as relevant as some of 
sympathies are extended to Tim and their family. the more practical subjects. The job is becoming 
Another of our enthusiastic members, Monica harder each year and I am becoming less 
Flint also passed away several weeks ago after a enthusiastic. This year I have a couple of Year 12 
long illness and I was able to attend her funeral in students from hell - the sort who file official 
Armidale and place a bouquet of Correas on her complaints about teachers if you don't give them 
grave. Monica was an old friend who was always the required 14 days notice for assessment tasks. 
willing to lend a helping hand and I shall miss I have had to do a lot more paperwork this year 
her. Our sympathies are also extended to her with my senior class. They have to sign for 
family. everything I hand out in the classroom. The same 

girls think nothing of a 50% absenteeism average, 
My father also died in February after of not doing any study and not completing work 

many months of being in and out of hospital. I that leads up to their assessments. Unfortunately 
lost the entire growing season in the garden my new Principal supports students before 
during those months of travelling to and from teachers and I now find myself in a school where 
Sydney on weekends to visit him. Then it became our top teachers are jumping ship. It's just a 
too dry to plant out and I find myself with a large matter of time, I feel before I will join them. 
backlog of plants in the shadehouse. Now that 
we've had some good soaking rain, I can start We finished the Heinemann textbook 
clearing the decks ready for the next generation project early in the year and I turned my sights to 
of struck cuttings sitting in tubes. I always pot on developing expertise in photography. I signed up 
into medium-sized pots before planting out in my for a TAFE course in digital photography and 
garden. In my stony soil, the plants need a good have now started a collection of good close-up 
rootball for survival. Tubes are simply not large digital photos of correas. My camera has a super 
enough. Since I started advancing my Correas macro setting and I spent the April holidays 
like this I have had few losses compared to when photographing the entire potted collection. I hope 
I was planting tubes. Everything is relative. if you to increase the collection of photos over the year 
have good deep soil, tubes are fine. It's a matter and make this resource available to 'Australian 
of experimenting. Plants' for any future issues. 

Our second label is in the last stages of Writing the Acacias issue of the journal 
production. A copy of the label has been included made me realise how hard it was to source good 
on the first page. Many of our members have photos suitable for publication. If you have good 
been growing this plant for some time with great digital images yourself or know someone else 
success. Like all plants the growth is variable who has, why don't you copy them onto a CD 
depending on the situation. Out in the open, it is a and send them to 'Australian Plants'? At the last 
compact plant, but in the shade, it will develop ASGAP Conference I put forward a proposal for 
long stems which may scramble into other a central digital photo library of members' photos 
shrubs. Again it is a matter for experimenting. It's which could then be accessed for all sorts of 
good to get these older correas back into wider publications. It's an idea whose time has come. 
circulation. Wria 
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New members 

Welcome to the following new members: 

Charlie Charters - Sancrox NSW 
Ian O'Halloran - Chenton VIC 
Thelma Dennis - Inverell NS W 
Doug Oldaker - Cranbourne VIC 
June Gotharn - Chiltern VIC 

From the Members 

Gill Muller writes: 

I see that you are sending the electronic 
newsletter in PDF format. Did you have to buy 
the Adobe Program to do this? If yes, how much 
was it? Do you have to restrict the pixel size of 
photos to keep it quick to send? 

I use a Mac computer and the PDF 
jhnction came with Claris Works so I didn't have 
to buy Adobe separately. I suggest you speak to 
a local computer shop - you may already have 
the ability to read PDFjles with the sofhvare 
you already own. I f  not, they will give you a price 
for the sofhvare or you can download for free. 
As for the photos, when I create a Word- 
processing document I insert the photo from a 
Jle of images. I usually have to resize the photos 
so that they fit in the space. This also reduces the 
file size so it should download without diflculty. 

I don't know how you do this on a PC, 
but it shouldn't be hard. I can then save the 
whole document as a PDFBle and attach it to an 
e-mail. No doubt there'll be a few hiccups along 
the way. It's all a matter of trial and error until 
we get it right. If you have trouble downloading 
the newsletter, please let me know. 

There is always a compromise - ifyou 
get the hard copy, you don't get the colour 
photos. I f  you get the electronic copy the photos 
won't print out very well. I would welcome any 
expertise from someone who has done this 
before and is familiar with the Mac. Ed 

Stephen Shugg writes: 

At the moment I have the following 
Correas in the shadehouse, potted up waiting for 
a spring planting. 

C. baeuerlennii, C. refzma var 
nummulariifolia, C. glabra var turnbullii, C. 
'Federation Belle', C. glabra 'Moonglow', C. 
rejlexu var speciosa 'Dutson', C. lawrenceana 

The C. lawrenceana cuttings have the worst 
success rate - maybe because of the larger 
foliage. 

Yes, C. lawrenceana cuttings often take 
longer and can sometimes be trickier to strike 
than other cuttings. Well done, Stephen. Striking 
your own cuttings means that you have multiples 
of plants which can be grouped or scattered 
around the garden - more nectar for those little 
birds. 

We have been at the farm and must report 
snow and corneas do not mix well at all. We had 
over 30cm of wet heavy snow that squashed, 
broke or froze nearly all the C. 'Mannii', half of 
the C. 'Marions Marvel' and a bit of the C. 
hwrenceana. Our two C. bauerlenii however 
seem quite fine, with some buds coming through. 
Many of our other plants have that shocked look 
to them. 

C. baeuerlennii 
Photo: M. Hitchcock 

I noticed the snow had flattened the 
branches of some C. glabra plants at school but 
I didn't seem to have much damage at home. 
.Think of it as a form of pruning, Stephen. The 
plants will grow back better than ever. 

Stephen also sent a clipping out of the 
'Southside Chronicle' written by their gardening 
writer, Diana O'Brien - I assume it comes fium 
the Canberra area. Ed 

'I'm not quite sure why Correas, endemic 
to Australia, were named after a late 18th Century 
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Portugese botanist - perhaps some reader will happening as 1 write. My garden has survived the 
enlighten me, but all of the species which occur ir long dry surprisingly well. I don't know that it 
every Australian state are evergreen and grow in s would have without the 75 rnm we received at the 
variety of habitats from exposed coastal sites to beginning of February. Quite a number of plants 
snow-covered mountains. Although some are flowered a few weeks after that rain. My correas 
shy bloomers like C. 'Dusky Bells' which tends were poised ready for the rain and it's amazing 
to hide its flowers among the foliage, they that in just a few days they have more and bigger 
nevertheless make good hardy groundcovers in flowers on them. The few flowers on them were 
dappled shade. generally much smaller than normal. 

Correa decumbens, a half-metre shrub The only plant I appear to have lost due to 
that spreads to perhaps twice its size also makes a the dry is C. 'Gippsland Giant'. The rain was 
fine groundcover. Although the full flush of about a week too late for it. 
green-tipped bright red tubular flowers won't 
appear until early spring, the plants offer a What is the secret of growing this 
moisture retaining mulch beneath taller growing cultivar successfilly? I've never been able to 
shrubs and tfees. keep it alive for vefy lo@. Ed 

C. baeuerlennii - the Chefs Cap Correa 

unusual ridged and capped tubular greenish- 
yellow flowers. Growing to a height of 1-2 
metres it does well as a hedge or small screen'. 

Paul Wilson in his 'Taxonomic Revision' 
- 1961 states that 

The genus was twice described in 1798 
within a short period by H.C. Andrews in the 
Botanists' Repository and apparently 
independently by J.E. Smith in the Trans. Linn. 
Soc. (as Corraea) both of whom named it after 
the Portugese ambassador and botanist, Jose 
Correa de Serra'. 

The Internet dawin.lib.carn.ac.uk provided this 
short biography 

Studied for the priesthood at Naples and 
Rome. Returned to Portugal in 1778-1795 and 
helped establish the Royal Academy of Sciences, 
Lisbon, in 1779. His scientific enquiries made 
him suspect to the Catholic establishment and he 
fled pokugal in 1795, going first to London and 
then to Paris; emigrated to the United States in 
1812. Returned to Portugal in 1821. 

He was obviously known to the hofunical 
community who honoured him by naming the 
genus after him. Who knows what links he had 
with the genus itsel$ There must have been 
something there for both Andrews and Smith to 
choose the same name. Ed 

Joan Pitaro writes: 

At last it's raining! We had 50 rnm FrilSat 
(mid June) and there is a loud thunderstorm 

C rejlexa var speciosa 
O'Neill 

Photo: M .  Hitchcock 

The Correa with'the most flowers is C. 
'Federation Belle' ... Last weekend our Group 
(Grampians) hosted the quarterly meeting for 
Victoria and Wayne Farey of Pomonal had his 
garden open. In among many other spectacular 
plants he has a stunning 'Federation Belle'. It was 
in full flower and had very big bells. What a great 
plant! 

I have planted a few more Correas since 
last writing. They are mostly ones I grew from 
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cuttings gathered at the Coma Crawl. I also 
bought another nice C. reflexa from Safeway. it 
was labelled C. 'Prolific'. It has trig pink and 
cream flowers but is just like my other Safeway 
one in terms of foliage. 

The challenge now is dreaming up ways 
of making more space in my garden for the 
plants I want. 

Ah me! The perennial problem. Joan has 
done away with most o f  the lawn and has a 
faladastic garden in her town block. You are just 
going to have to get a bigger place somewhere, 
Joan, or buy up the neighhourhood. Ed 

Nick and I travelled to parts of NSW in 
Aug-Sept last year and could certainly see 
evidence of drought in some places, But it was 
lovely to see the roadside areas near Cobar and 
Bourke covered in daisies. The highIight for me 
was seeing the beautiful Flannel flowers in 

I remind myself that the reason I grow Australian 
plants is because they can survive drought and 
bounce back. 

I have begun work on a further small 
book on Flinders Ranges wildflowers and the dry 
conditions don't make it good for collecting 
specimens to paint. It is still quite surprising to 
see what I can find. I'm hoping in cooler weather 
to collect the very nice C. glabra from on top of 
the 'Bluff which I illustrated in the Southern 
Flinders book in July 1991. It is a more exciting 
form than the C. glabras which we collected last 
year in the Tothill Ranges SE of Clare. 

Rosemary is a wonderjkl painter of our 
flora. She has several publications to her credit 
and it's great to hear of the new book. She also 
lives in a dificult part of SA for native plant 
gardens - extreme heat in summer, which 
probably cooks the roots of shallow species like 
correas. Ed 

Yuragir N?. Other places we loved were Gibralta~ 
Range NP, the Warrumbungles and the Pilliga 
forest. 

We are blessed to have such lovely 
preserved areas. Ed 

Ian O'Halloran writes: 
We love correas. Fortunately they are 

coping with the harsh dry conditions that are with 
US now. 

Welcome aboard Ian. Spread the 
message to your friends about the drought 
tolerance of correas. Encourage them to rip out 
their awful exotics and plant only CORREAS!!! 
Just kidding. Ed 

Neil Marriott writes (before the rain): 

Still in very serious drought here - local 
Correas look on last legs! Those in garden still 
looking great though. Wendy pruned back a C. 
rejZexa 'Brisbane Ranges' (very large flower 
form) and it is now suckering everywhere. 

Perhaps the pruning opened the garden 
around the plant to light and some of the surface 
roots were exposed leading to the suckering. It's 
an interesting phenomenon. Does anyone else 
have suckering varieties? Ed. 

Rosemary Pedler writes: 

I wish I could say that my correas were 
thriving, but the very prolonged dry spell does 
not agree with them. Only a few toughies remain. 

Correa glabra 
Round leaf form 
Origin unknown 

Photo: M. Hitchcock 

Charlie Charters writes: 

Just recently a correa was found in our 
district (Sancrox, between Port Macquarie and 
Wauchope, NSW). It has a green flower and the 
leaves are similar to C. reflexa, covered underside 
with red-brown hairs. 

Sounds similar to our local species, 
Charlie. Perhaps you could send me a Powering 
piece to check it out. Ed 
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Janice Jones writes: Tht C. aemulsz@om Chrch. RQ' was collected on. 
Kangaroo Island and is a very interesting plant. 

Thank you for sending the slides and It appears to be very hardy and vigorous in 
notes. They were well received and we sold quite cultivation, although the flowers are not all that 
a few correas so we will have some people trying showy. Bob has written an article on C. 
Correas for the first time. Most of my correas are pulchella for this newsletter. Ed 
flowering now. The weather has been so unusual 
this year. Paul Carmen and Cathy Hook write: 

You can say that again. Nice to hear 
about your phnt sale. The slide set is available 
to members-at any time for showing to groups. 
Ed 

Tim Boehm writes: 

We are again waiting for rain but not 
urgently at this stage (May) but it would be 
handy. The garden is doing OK with a number of 
correas flowering. I am getting along OK but 
would be better if not alone. 

Our sympathies are extended to you Tim 
in the loss o f  your life-long partner Marion. Ed 

Bob 0 '  Neil1 writes: 

I had a quick scout yesterday and I feel 
that we probably have in the order of up to 100 
C. pulchellas about the place. Another interesting 
plant is the C aemula from Church Rd. It has a 
highly distinctive foliage, almost uncorrea like. I 
think it came directly from you, in any case our 4 
or 5 plants are very happy here. 

We have a C lawrenceana form that I 
have dubbed C. 'Slim Jim' after my stockily built 
father. Our biggest plant, in the lower area below 
the dam, is now about 2.2m in height in 3 years. 
Growing with lots of elbow room it would be no 
more than a metre wide with all the side shoots 
growing as vertically as possible. It will be a greal 
plant at the edge of a drive where you want height 
and density but not width. Foliage is small, 
flowers light lime green. It is the form that I think 
originated from up your part of the world. 

Friends took us to see correas in the Brisbane 
Ranges recently, a place I had not been to. We 
have a form in the garden that I had always 
regarded as being sourced from there and hoped 
that maybe I could find additional good forms. 
What I saw was a big surprise because the plants 
there were little like what I had at home. The 
question is now, where does my old crinkled 
leafed plant really come from, as it is quite a 
distinctive plant. 

Perhaps someone can help us out here. 

We found a form of C. lawrenceana 
growing in a little native garden outside the 
National Parks & Wildlife Service's office in the 
main street of Bombala, NSW. (If you don't 
know it, Bombala is on the Monaro Hwy, about 
90km south of Cooma and 30km north of the 
Victorian border.) It was a very attractive shrub 
with glossy green leaves and dark red flowers, 
approx 1 .Sm x 1 .Sm. The young woman on duty 
in the NPWS office didn't know its origin or 
identity, but was happy for us to take a small 
amount. After looking up the references when we 
returned home, we concluded that it is a form of 
C. luwrenceana var rosea, which occurs in wet 
sclerophyll forest of the Snowy Mountains. Paul 
Wilson mentions a shrubby, red-flowered variant 
of C. lawrenceana var latrobeana which occurs 
in the mountains of East Gippsland, but describes 
it as having prominent linear calyx lobes, whereas 
this specimen has only small calyx teeth. There 
were two plants in the NPWS garden bed, but the 
one in the more exposed position near the street 
had died - it does seem to need a 
shelteredlprotected spot. 

The flower colour of this plant is certainly 
brighter and more evenly red than other forms 
o f  C. lawenceana var rosea. I look forward to 
;biking the plant and growing it inthe garden. 
Ed 
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, . We found another correa in a garden bed 
at Y arralurnla Nursery. It appears to be a form of 
Correa glabra var turnbullii, but is not a form 
we have come across before. The flowers are 
only small, but very profuse. The plant was quite 
large (approx 1.8m H x 2m W) and had become 
open with age (and probably a lack of regular 
pruning). Current nursery staff could not tell us 
anything about its origin. 

Correa glabra var leucoclada, is another 
plant which we found in August last year on the 
lower slopes of a rocky hillside near Pinecliffe, 
about 10km SW of Molong (Central Western 
Slopes of NSW). The plants were badly drought 
affected, and also browsed off, but some of the 
material still struck. The leaves don't seem to be 
quite as large as the leaves of the C. gkzbra var 
leucoclada from Tambar Springs which Anthony 
O'Halloran found a few years ago, and the plants 
are probably not as large either - we don't recall 
seeing any over 2m high. 

C. glabra var leucocfuda 
Pinecliffe 

Scan: M. Hitchcock 

Sadly it is very dificult to find C. glabra 
var leucoclada in the wild - there are only a 
handfil of locations left. The reason for this is 
grazing and wild goats which rampage over 
many of the rocky hillsides in inland NSW. It's 
always good to hear of another location. These 
plants need to be propagated and spread widely 
so that they don't die out. Ed 

We were saddened to hear of the death of 
Marion Boehm. We met Marion and Tim for the 

first time at Mt Arapiles on the 2003 Correa 
Crawl and will always remember the wonderful 
collection of correa material she so generously 
distributed around the group that day in the car 
park. 

Jan Simpson writes: 

As you know I have hundreds of postfire 
Correa seedlings. Now the first has bloomed and 
it's different!!! I had been watching it as from it's 
position & leaf shape, it had to be Correa 
decumbens X reflexa uprightpink, which is lm x 
lm, a very open form with bright pink, sort of 
fluorescent not hanging flowers, which ANPS 
Canberra had been circulating. 

Turns out, it is a creamy white flower with 
a pale lime tip, constricted above the reflex in 
young flowers with exerted stamens. With 
age, the green tip lightens to lime and the tip 
becomes less consrticted. Flowers do not hang, 
but are horizontal. The plant seems to have a 
central stem with radiating branches which all 
point upwards, ie NO horizontals. The whole 
plant is currently 20cm high. 

None of the others are currently in bloom, 
but some have buds. Some definitely have C. 
alba in parentage; one has the original 'Redex'; 
many have varying degrees of a C. glabra form 
from Austflora in 1972ish; some have the straight 
C. reflexa Sydney form, and some could be 
pretty big mixtures. Am watching some seedlings 
that came up in the space under C. reflexa 
Snapper Point NSW prostrate pink, which are in 
no way prostrate. These are in another bed to the 
wild hoard. There is also a C. reflexa Snapper 
Point NSW upright pink. Am growing some of 
each of these to increase cutting availability. John 
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Knight & Iris Philps have plants of Snapper Vale Marian Boehm 
Point prostrate pink in the ground. Haven't 
spread Snapper Pt upright pink around yet. Marion was an enthusiastic member of 

the Correa Study Group for many years. She and 
Another form is an upright bush. The her husband Tim grew some interesting Correas 

leaves are shiny but not fully C. glabra as and she was always ready to share what she had. 
they have some "humps" like C. reflexa. They are It is hoped to develop and promote some of her 
light green underneath but not hairy like C. seedling Correas. She lived at Wyn Wyn near 
reflexa. Crushed foliage has some C. glabra fruit Natimuk for a large part of her life and she and 
salad smell. Flower colour is roughly half & half Tim raised 5 children. She was also a talented 
lime at tip end & creamish pale limey green on artist and designed covers for several editions of 
the calyx end. I know it is not the same as C. 'Growing Australian', the newsletter of the 
'Moonlight" as the colours are not in the proper Victorian Region. Marion was a foundation 
proportions or the 2 colours correct. 'Moonlight' member of the Arapiles Conservation Group and 
is white & green, not shades of cream & lime. It's the Wimmera Group of SGAP and always 
not the same as the local green & cream C.re$!exa seemed to hold office in some capacity. She will 
either, which I'll chase up as a post-fire be missed by all. 
reconnaissance 

Vale Monica Flint 
No 14 is one from the clump that 

produced a short flowered pink & white, and as 1 have known Monica for over 20 years. 
near as makes no odds C. 'Dusky Bells'. Several She was a stalwart of the local Armidale Group 
more are still to flower. This was where a of APS and could always be counted on to lend a 
C.'Dusky Bells' lived for close to 20years. hand when needed. Monica preferred to stay out 
As the leaves have slight fruit salad smell, I'd say of the limelight but achieved wonderful things in 
there's some C. glabra there too, as this was only her own quiet way. As well as being an 
3m away for 30 years. Both had flowers in Australian plant and bird enthusiast, she was very 
February. Leaves are typical C. 'Dusky Bells', keen on correas and had quite a decent collection 
lightish green & shiny on top, apple green and established in her garden. Even while battling the 
slightly furry underneath Flowering time in cancer that eventually took her life, Monica still 
Canberra is late June onwards. Flowers tend to managed to help out on the market stall and come 
split with age. Flower colour is odd. Outside is to the odd meeting. She became my second 
a dark pinkish red somewhat the colour of claret signatory when ASGAP asked for us to get 
Its darker than and not as vibrant as C. 'Mannii' someone else to sign cheques, etc. Monica never 
but much darker than C. 'Dusky Bells'. flinched at doing favours for others. I remember 

when I was undergoing chemotherapy and had 
Inside is odd too It's a mid pink down one good week in every three, Monica came with 

the centre of each petal. Around the edge of each me on the odd bush trip. She was always 
petd, there's a pale pink border cl.5mm wide. concerned for my welfare, showing the strong 
Stamens are either white or very pale pink. Not maternal instinct that was her forte in life. Monics 
exerted. I'm going to plant one next to C. 'Ivory will be sorely missed by family and friends. She 
Dancer' and C.  pulchella 'Misty Pink' , both of was an inspiration to us all. 
which are in flower now. Should show each other 
off. 

Wow Jan, it's so exciting to see what will 
come up after afire h m  gone through an old 
garden. Keep us posted. Some of your seedlings 
sound like they have real potential commercially. 
Jan has sent very detailed measurements and 
descriptions of her seedlings which have been 
entered in the files. Ed 

Correa 'Redex' 
Photo: M. Hitchcock 

Correa Study Group Newsletter No 3 1 June 2005 page 8 



Winter Flowering Varieties Correa 'Green Dream' 
in a canberraWgarden 

by Stephen Shugg 

C. 'Marian's Marvel' 
C. 'Redex' 
C. pulchella 
C. 'Pee Wee Pete' 
C. 'Federation Belle' 
C. 'Moonglow' 
C. 'Candy Pink' 
C. glabra var turnbullii 
C. glabra (Melbourne form) 
C. alba 
C. reflem 'Carpenter Rocks' 
C. 'Bett's Red' 
C. alba 'pink' 
C. 'White Bells' 
C. 'Dusky Bells' 
C. 'Firebird' 
C. decumbens 'Mt Lofty' (flowering since 

Christmas) 
C. pulchella 'Wreck of the Ethel' 
C. Tricolor' 
C. reflexa 'Dutson' 
C. baeuerlennii 
C. 'Gwen' (not sure about the ID here) 

Stephen also sent these descriptions from labels. 

C. decumhens Wt T~fiy' 
Spreading shrub to 30 cm high x 3 m wide. Long 
flowering, early Summer to late Autumn. 
Attractive to native birds. needs well-drained soil 
in full or filtered sun. Fertilise each Spring, a 
slow-release type is recommended. ~ k r y  Frost 
hardy. 

C. alba 'varie~ated' 
Evergreen compact small shrub, white star like 
flowers during Spring. Roundish green leaves. 
Cool position with good drainage. Attracts 
nectar-feeding birds. Height to 1 m. 

This variety has been registered by the Group as 
C. alba 'Starlight'. Ed 

June seems to be an overlap time between 
whtedspring flowering Correas a d  h t u m n  
powerers. I cart add quite a few more to thins list 
as I'm sure you all can. Why don't we make up a 
July list? Do a quick check of the garden and 
note down what is flowering this month, then 
send me the list. I'll publish it in the next 
newsletter. Ed 

Stephen purchased one of these new correas 
from Bywong Nursery 
www .bvw 011 gntirserjr.cum.au. 
Origin: Found as a seedling growing in the 
gardens at Bywong nursery. Possibly a cross 
between Correa alba and Correa glabra. 
Attracts nectar feeding birds. Little maintenance 
needed. Can be trimmed heavily if required. 

Correa pulchella at Wandin 2005. 
by Bob O'Neill 

Come the end of May and the mild dry 
conditions have been replaced with some days of 
cool weather with light rain. I'm delighted that the 
bulk of the outdoor work is now up to date with a 
number of big projects out of the way. A big task 
now is to get the propagation work up to date. 
For months I have done little propagation, 
working on other outside jobs instead. I'm now 
attempting to get a batch done daily, including a 
large number of correas. For the first time the 
majority of new plants will be for sale or as gifts, 
not for the garden, because I'm fast running out 
of space. 

Many of the older correa plants have now 
gone and are replaced with large numbers of 
plants up to a year old. Unfortunately I have lost 
many forms oier the years so I am trying to be 
sure to have plenty of copies of the more prized 
plants. Growth over the past weeks seems to have 
been quite rapid, so I have been able to take 
sizable numbers of cuttings from many plants. 

C. pulchelh 'pink' 
Bob O'Neill 

Photo: M. Hitchcock 

The C. pulchellas are most interesting. I 
collected 23 forms from South Australia some 
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time ago to add to others from various sources, I currently have 2 white flowering forms, 
so there would be just over 30 clones all up here. one quite different from the other. One is a 
A number are quite similar and some are shrubby plant with softish foliage and propagates 
seemingly not outstanding plants at this point, but easily. The other is a mini plant to perhaps 20cm 
some are showing greater promise. I have dubbed with thin foliage and has small bells. I now have 
one 'Dots Dream'. It has grown well, has medium cutting material of 2 others. One is from a 
sized roundish foliage and produces good sized, straggly plant with small foliage and the other is a 
deep velvet red flowers with distinctiv-e, long much denser plant t-c, perhaps 30cm+ in height. 
protruding stamens. At this point it is somewhat None of these plants have the masses of flowers 
light in the number of flowers. In the last year I of plants like C. 'Wreck of the Ethel'. 
would have planted out 80 new C. pulchella 
plants with minimal losses. Some have had to be The C. pulchellas have been planted in a 
lifted and repotted as fair sized plants, happily variety of soil and aspect conditions in most 
with no casualties, which somewhat surprised me. corners of the garden. Above the house the 

conditions are drier, sunny and open and the 
growth has mainly been good with no losses. 
Lower down the plants are located in much 
heavier, very fertile more moist soils and here 
some plants are making excellent growth and 
appear to be in excellent health. Even the plants i~ 
semi shaded conditions are progressing well. 
Where waterlogging has occurred the plants have 
made much less satisfactory progress. I envisage 
another 50 or 60 more will be added to the 
garden in groups or singly once the current 
batch of cuttings have progressed to the point of 
readiness for planting out. 

During recent plantings it was abundantly 
clear that larger plants such as eucalypts and 
wattles create a marked difference on the 
moisture levels on adjacent areas. Closer to the 
plants the soil may be quite dry and hard, the 
further away the moister it becomes. I 

C. pulchella 'Cappuccino' increasingly use that principle in my plantings 
Bob O'Neill and am now able to successfully have correas, 

Photo: M. Hitchcock eremophilas and isopogons growing in locations 
that would probably be too wet but for the 

Many were planted in groups of 4 to 12 proximity of the larger plants. There is more 
plants. Looking at the effect now I can see that 1 shade and shelter and protection from wind and 
was too conservative and groups would frost so the plants may develop a softer foliage, 
have been better at IS - 20 plants to redly make 2 possibly with less flowers. 
statement. The various clones display 
considerable variation in foliage size, shape and During the s-ummer I completed a series 
colour. Some of the pale flowered forms likewise of open drains to sort out the problems 
have paler foliage, while some of the darker associated with water crossing the lower areas of 
flowered forms have darker foliage. Flowers the property. In the winter this area became very 
display a range of colours to include crimson, difficult to even walk across. Beds in the area 
orange, white, reds and pink, Flower size and have now been reshaped, mulched, dead plants 
shape vary as does stamen length and the removed and considerable planting has taken 
flowering Scmon is also variable. This season we place. There are few larger shrubs m these beds 
had significant flowering from late April, through to extract moisture over the summer and the 
May and some forms seem barely to have made a mulching has conserved well the effects of the 
start yet, which means that we would have a 150 mm of rain in Feb. so it is very noticable the 
useful Season of some 3 to 4 months. Growth higher moisture levels in the soil. Proximity to 
habit is from prostrate, compact to more upright. drains influenced my plantifig selections, smdl 
To have a larger mmber of varied f ~ r m s  in a banksias and correas often being placed close to 
group planting is certainly an interesting garden an open drain. New plants here received but one 
feature. additional watering over our dry autumn. Because 
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of,the lack of larger shrubs to siphon out the 
moisture I suspect that I may well lose some 
plants to wet feet aver the oncoming winter, 
including comas. Because 1 grow most of the 
plants I can afford some losses with this 
experimental approach to planting. 

One large banksia may well cover an area 
equal to that of 20 or 30 Cpulchellas, and we 
have well over 100 banksias here, so to me  it is 
quite logical to use larger numbers of showy 
smaller carreas such as Cpulchel!a and some 
forms of C reflexa. Judging by the tattered bells 
below some plants the birds certainly seem to 
appreciate them and they help provide colour and 
interest in the garden when flowering would 
otherwise be at a lower ebb. In short , I am very 
satisfied with the part that these correas are 
playing in the evolution of our garden. 

The latest C. alba Cultivars 

Many of yon would be familiar with the 
classic Correa cultivars, like C. 'Dusky Bells', C. 
'Pink Mist' and C. 'Marian's Marvel'. Correas do 
tend to hybridise fairly readily in the garden and 
it is always a joy to find a new form. Interesting 
varieties are being introduced to horticulture all 
the time. Unfortunately the haphazard system of 
labelling in our country means that the same plant 
can end up with several names. An example of 
this is C. 'Pink Mist' which was called C. r e f m  
'Salmon' in NSW and C. 'Pink Bells' in SA. 
h t e ly  1 came across C. 'Mallee Pink' which is the 
same plant as C. 'Candy Pink'. All this is very 
confusing not to say downright unethical. 

It would be wonderful if every new name 
had to be registered with ACRA and the plants 
checked for duplication. Maybe one day ... In the 
meantime, we are busy creating our own labels, 
registering names and hoping that these names 
become widely known. Here are some promising 
cultivars which are in the pipeline. Some of the 
names used are just working names and they may 
be changed in the future at the time of 
registrat~on. If anyone is growing any of these or 
has any more information, please let me know so 
that I can add it to my data base. I would also 
welcome info on other cultivars. This is just a 
small selection. More will be featured next time. 

The first of these is C. 'Pink Musk', 
(C.alha x C. reflexa var speciosa), a small hardy 
shrub which originated as a seedling in Margie 
Barnett's garden at Mt. Barker, SA. It has not 
been introduced to cultivation yet but has real 
potential. It has a pink swollen bell with a cream 
tip. 

C. alba var alba x C. reflexa var speciosa 'Pink Musk' 
Margie Barnett, SA 
Photo: M. Hitchcock 

C. alba var alba x C. reflexa var speciosa 
Tim Boehm VIC 

Scan: M. Hitchcock 

This correa was collected in a nursery in 
Gippsland where it could have been a chance 
seedling. It was displayed at a local APS meeting 
where Tim first noticed it. He is growing the 
plant in pots and has sent me a flower and some 
cutting material. It is believed that other members 
may be growing this as well. The plant has a 
carmine red split bell with green tips and a white 
throat. The inside tips are also green, which 
darken with age. Nothing is known of its 
cultivation requirements as yet but it does have 
great horticultural potential. 
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C.alba var alba x C. calycina var calycina 
Tim Boehrn VIC 

Photo: M. Hitchcock 

C.alba x alba x C. pulchella 
Royce Raleigh 

Photo: M. Hitchcock 

Grown by Tim Boehm at Natimuk, Vic. The origin of this plant is unknown. It 
The leaves and calyx are similar to C. calycina was found in R~~~~ ~ ~ l ~ i ~ h ' ~  garden, vie. 

var calycina but the flower is white and has has affinities to C. 'candy pi& but has a pale 
affinities to C. alba var alba. The growth habit pink bell. ~h~ leaves are very similar to C. 

and cultivation requirements are as yet unknown. pulchella. is a low growing spreading small - 

C. alba var alba x C. 'Mannii' 'Hilites' 
Paul Cannen and Cathy Hook 

Photo: M. Hitchcock 

The origin of this Correa is unknown but 
it may be one of Jim Hartshorne's hybrids. It is 
similar to C. 'Skye Bells' but has a smaller leaf 
and a larger flower. It is being grown by Paul 
Carmen and Cathy Hook in Canberra and may be 
released through their nursery. Cultivation 
requirements are not known as yet. 

shrub. 

C.alba var alba x C pulchella 'Not Gwen' 
Neil Mamott 

Photo" M. Hitchcock 

The origin of this correa is unknown, but 
it is similar to 'Gwen' an induced Hartshorne 
hybrid which had 5 petals but may now be lost to 
cultivation. It is being grown by Neil Marriott. 
Cultivation requirements as yet are unknown but 
it appears to be hardy to frost and drought. 
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