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Leader's Letter 

It is very pleasing to report that a large and enthusiastic group attended the May Meeting. It seems to be a 
popular event, particularly with country and interstate members. We thank them all for coming because it is 
always a pleasure to 'catch up" My thanks to Natalie, John, Ben, Peg, and Elspeth, for their part in making 
the weekend a success, and to the many members who provided such sumptuous food for the dinner. 

We were especially pleased to hear Neville Walsh deliver a report on the Oleark rugosa study which was 
undertaken by Margy Hawke, the Esma Salkin Student for 200412005. An abstract of this report appears 
elsewhere in this newsletter, but a copy of the full report is available to members upon request. 

Our Olearia project is gathering momentum, and I will be starting to write up some of the species soon. If you 
have a contribution of any sort (large or small) please get in touch. Cultivation sheets can be sent to you by 
post or ernail. 

One other request. SUBSCRIPTIONS which are due NOW should be mailed to John Webb, 99 Fiddlers 
Green, Gloucester Ave., Berwick, 3806. Please don't send them to Mallacoota. It takes too long to get them 
to the bank! 

Cheers. JOY:  

COMING EVENTS 

Tuesday, 19th July 10.00 am Meeting at Jenny Rejske's home at 82 Bayview Ave, 
Tenby Point, between Grantville and Coronella on Westernport 
Bay. (Map on p.35 of NL 69 or on request.) 
Tel: 5678 0724, Mobile: 0408 037 275. We plan a meeting and 
then Jenny will lead us on a walk in The Gurdies, which are 
nearby. 

Tuesday, 16th August 10.00 am Meeting at Max and Regina McDowall's home at 10 Russell St, 
Bulleen. Tel: (03) 9850 341 1. 

Tuesday, 20th September 10.00 am Meeting at Maureen Schaumann's home at 88 Albany Drive, 
Mulgrave. Tel: (03) 95473670. 

Saturday. 15th October 9.30 am to Plant Sale at Peg McAllister's home, 61 Diane Cres, Croydon. 
4.00 pm Tel: (03) 9726 5061 

Tuesday, 18th October 10.00 am Meeting at Barbara and Roger Rooks' home at 1 Sunrise Hill Rd 
Montrose. Tel: (03) 9728 5455. 

Tuesday, 15th November 10.00 am Christmas Break-up at the Cranbourne Botanic Gardens. 



TRIBUTE to ALF SALKIN 

Study Group members were very saddened to learn of the passing of our friend and mentor Alf Salkin on 6th 
March. 

To many of us, Alf was the influence for our lifelong interest in native plants and their propagation. He was 
extremely generous with his time and expertise, and gave us plenty of encouragement or help whenever it 
was required. He provided a wealth of information and inspiration by giving talks or writing articles on many 
aspects of native plants, and their habitats. 

Although his particular interest was banksias, Alf assisted Esma in her work with daisies, and together they 
were an indefatigable couple in the preservation and cultivation of native flora. Alf's establishment of the 
Banksia garden at the Cranbourne Botanic Gardens was the beginning of the concept of what is about to 
become the Australian Garden. 

We remember his cheerful company on many a field trip with Esma. His unique wit and devilish sense of 
humour will be sadly missed. It has been noted by several of our members that Alf's passing brings the 'end 
of an era'. 

We extend our sincere sympathy to Alf's sons Ian and Owen, and to Ian's wife Amy. 

JOY 

FOND MEMORIES OF ALF SALKIN by Bill Owen 

(First published in the April 2005 issue of APS Ballarat District Inc. Newsletter, a copy of which was kindly sent to ADSG by the Editor, 
Joyce Healy.) 

Alf Salkin died on Sunday 6'h March from prostate cancer. His wife Esma also died of cancer about two years 
ago. Alf and Esma were very good friends of our Group, and were regular speakers at our meetings - Esma 
as leader of the Australian Daisy Study Group, while Alf seemed to be able to speak on any subject, his last 
talk being on understorey plants. 

They used to travel in a VW Camper Van, and camped in our drive when they came to Ballarat, so we knew 
them well. They also led a Daisy Group week-long trip to Perisher in the alpine area in '92, where we toured 
the district each day and the experts reviewed the specimens each evening, as they were working on the final 
stages of their book 'Australian Brachyscomes'. 

They entertained us there when Esma fell into the Snowy River, and Alf gallantly rescued her. Alf had been in 
the RAF during World War Two as a Spitfire pilot, and he told me he had not fired a shot in anger, but had 
managed to crash 3 Spitfires, so his CO wanted to know which side he was on. He was grumpy because he 
did not get a commission and blamed it on his Russian origin, but I doubt if he deserved it. 

The Salkins were remarkable travellers in their old VW Camper Van, which wasn't always reliable. The van 
broke down once at Cunnamulla in South West Queensland, and parts had to be ordered from Brisbane. 
While they were waiting they hired bicycles and toured the area looking for daisies. The local police became 
suspicious, and questioned them as possible drug runners. 

On another occasion, between Orbost and McKillops Crossing in East Gippsland, Esma spotted a rare daisy 
some distance down a cliff, so she tied a rope to the VW and the other end around Alf and sent him down to 
retrieve it. It was risky as, if Alf and the VW had gone over the cliff, she would have had a 50km walk back to 
Orbost to get help! 

We will miss them, as they were such interesting people, such skilled botanists and so good to our Group. 
Alf's favourite tipple was what he called PORNY TORT (TAWNY PORT) so I hope he is at peace now and 
enjoying a glass of this wine. 



SEGREGATION of THREE BRACHYSCOMES by Joy Greig 

Philip Short from the Northern Territory Herbarium has published an article in which he places Brachyscome 
latisquamea F. Muell. into a new monotypic genus Pembertonia, and 6. cardiocarpa and 6. uliginosa into a 
ditypic genus Allittia. He also describes a new species Hullsia argillicola. 

Pembertonia latisquamea (F. Muell.) P.S. Short (syn. Brachyscome latisquamea) is a sprawling glabrous 
perennial with entire, alternate, linear to linear-elliptic, often somewhat curved, green, slightly succulent 
leaves. The flower-head is solitary, with overlapping glabrous involucral bracts in 2 rows. Ray florets are 
female, usually white or pink (rarely mauve), and disc florets are bisexual, 5-lobed and yellow. Cypselas are 
pale brown, laterally compressed'and thin, but essentially obovate in outline. The 'pappus' is an uneven rim of 
cells about O.lmm high. This cypsela distinguishes the species from all other Brachyscome s. /at. The 
species is found near the coast from Shark Bay to the North West Cape. 

Allittia cardiocarpa (F. Muell, ex Benth.) P.S. Short (syn. Brachyscome 
cardiocarpa) inhabits swampy areas in the south eastern regions of 
the continent including SE of NSW, Vic, Tas and SA. It is a glabrous 
perennial herb to 45 cm tall. Leaves are mainly radical, linear, usually 
entire, 4-30 cm long and 0.1-0.3cm wide. Lower leaves have long 
coarse septate hairs at the base. Scapes have some linear leaves 
which reduce in length towards the flower-head. lnvolucral bracts are 
in at least 2 distinct rows. Ray florets are white or mauve and disc 
florets yellow. Cypselas are laterally compressed, widely obovate, 
brown with wing-like margins paler than the body of the fruit. Fruits 
such as this are characteristic of a number of other species in 
Brachyscome, but species of Allittia are distinguished by the septate 
hairs at the base of the leaves and the non-rhizomatous, tufted nature 
of the plant. 

Allittia uliginosa (G.L.R. Davis) P.S. Short (syn. Brachyscome 
uliginosa) is an erect perennial herb to 35 cm tall. Leaves are mainly 
radical, oblanceolate, entire or pinnatisect wit 1-6 lobes. The leaves 
are mainly glabrous but the lower ones have long, coarse, brownish Allittia cardiocarpa x 1/4 

(illustrated by Gloria Thomlinson) 
septate hairs at the base. Scapes are longer than the leaves, with 
some oblanceolate or linear leaves reducing in length toward the flower-head. lnvolucral bracts are glabrous, 
obovate, and in 2 distinct rows. Ray florets are white or bluish and disc florets yellow. Cypselas are brown, 
widely obovate, and glabrous. Pappus is of 10-15 scale-like, somewhat erect bristles, 0.2-0.4 mm long. The 
species is found in inundated woodland, swamps and wet heathland in southern Victoria and SA. 

Hullsia argillicola P.S. Short, Gcn 8, sp. nov. is a perennial herb 
confined to northern Australia in heavy clay soils in seasonally 
Inundated areas. It is subsucculent, w~th a well developed tap-root. 
Stems and branches are ascending to erect, 15-100 crn long, 
hollow, striated, glabrous and somewhat glaucous. Leaves are 3-1 0 
cm long, glaucous and succulent, alternate, sessile, entire, narrowly 
elliptic or linear, with an acute apex and prominent mid-vein. The 
flower-head is solitary with multiseriate bracts of unequal length, 
strongly reflexing after fruiting. Ray florets are female in several 
rows, and disc florets are male and yellow with 5 lobes. The cypsela 
is brown, laterally flattened, obovate, glabrous, smooth but slightly 
viscid with an annular carpopodium. Pappus is absent. Hullsia 

Allittia uliginosa x % argillicola is distinguished from Brachyscome by the possession of 
(illustrated by Gloria male, not bisexual, disc florets, and by the multiseriate bracts of 

unequal !ength. 

The article expresses the opinion that there are other species now referred to Brachyscome that may be 
segregated to other genera in the future, and that both Minuria and Olearia will need "considerable 
realignment of many taxa". 

REFERENCE: Short P.S. (2004) Three new genera of Australian Astereae (Asteraceae). Muelleria 20: 53-66. 



The first daisy (Leptinella plumosa) found on Heard Island 
(Photo taken by Jenny Scott) 

Jenny Scott (Photo taken by Marcus Schortemeyer) 

by Jenny Scott 

(This article first appeared in Issue 7 of the Australian Antarctic Magazine, Spring 2004. Jeanette Closs kindly 
sent it to ADSG as she knew we would be interested in the appearance of a daisy on Heard Island.) 

Written on Heard Island, February 2004, for the weekly newsletter, 

"One wet and windy afternoon recently, I went for a walk along the gravelly river terrace of the main glacial 
stream running through Paddick Valley. Big areas of new vegetation had appeared on the terrace since 1987. 
I knew this from comparing air photos taken back then, with a satellite image of eastern Heard Island taken in 
January 2003. A big part of my project is to look at vegetation change on the island since 1987, based on 
these aerial images and a mass of photos and other data that I had collected during two field seasons in 
1987 and 1988. 

As I expected, the new vegetation on the river terrace was mainly the bright green cushion plant Azorella 
selago, which is expanding its range nearly everywhere on the island. This may be partly due to climate 
conditions becoming milder. 

I wasn't expecting to find anything unusual, although this was potentially a good place. I wandered along, 
eyes to the ground, and suddenly saw something that made me think I was dreaming! It was a new type of 
plant; a small feathery-leaved member of the daisy family, Leptinella plumosa (formerly Cotula plumosa). 1 
stared at it, not believing my eyes. It was nestled at the edge of an Azorella cushion and a rock and was only 
about 10 x 15 cm in diameter, with four or five small, yellow, bud-like flowers. (Daisies in the subantarctic 
have no petals to attract insects, as there are no flying insects to pollinate them. The wind spreads their 
pollen instead.) 

There are only 11 species of flowering plants on Heard Island, but this made it 12. Were there any other 
Leptinella plants here, or was this the only one? When I told Pep, who was working nearby, she was as 
excited as I was, and we walked around the whole river terrace area covering every likely spot. 

We didn't find any other Leptinella plants, although of course that doesn't mean there aren't others. And other 
species of plants could be arriving. In a rapidly changing environment like Heard Island's, we expect that 



other species of plants will arrive; including unwanted, weedy, invasive ones (hence the strict quarantine 
regulations for the island). 

So where did this Leptinella plant come from and how did it get here? It is likely that it originated from the 
French subantarctic islands to the west of Heard Island - lles Kerguelen and lles Crozet -where it is 
abundant. It is a common species in the subantarctic and is found in coastal areas at Macquarie Island. 

How it got here is a harder question to answer ... possibly a coastal scavenging bird, such as a skua, 
unknowingly transporting and then depositing the seed on this spot. A tiny sample from the plant will be 
enough for DNA analysis back in Australia, which may indicate Where it originated from. 

We will monitor the fate of this little plant with great interest in the future, and hope that it survives the winter 
and escapes trampling by the fur seals and moulting elephant seals which are all around it on the river 
terrace. We also hope that additional plant arrivals on the island are also 'friendly subantarctic natives' and 
not invasive weeds." 

-JENNY SCOTT 
School of Geography and Environmental Studies, University of Tasmania. 

Post-script: 
Preventing the human introduction of non-native species and disease to Heard Island is a key goal of the new 
management plan being prepared by the Australian Antarctic Division (AAD), which will include 
comprehensive quarantine measures. The management plan will also include provisions for investigating and 
responding to new species recorded on the island, and the AAD is currently undertaking an investigation to 
determine the probable origin of the @tinella plant. It is hoped that genetic analyses and expert advice will 
indicate the plant to be a 'friendly native' that has arrived by natural means, rather than an unwanted 
hitchhiker from a previous expedition. 

- EWAN MclVOR 
Environmental Policy and Protection Section, AAD. 

(Many thanks to Wendy Pyper, the Editor of Australian Antarctic Magazine, who sought permission from the authors and 
photographers to reproduce the article, the pictures and the postscript. Wendy achieved this with minimal fuss and great 
dispatch.) 

OLEARIA ASTROLOBA at OCEAN GROVE by Marqaret Guenzel 

Yesterday I potted on 26 Olearia astroloba seedlings. They are between 1 and 3cmm tall and all have their 
third set of leaves (including cotyledons), Hopefully, this time more than one will survive. 

I now have three plants of Olearia astroloba. One is a cutting of Esma's plant, one a seedling from seeds 
Esma had given me and one was given to me by the Geelong Botanical Gardens. The seeds of the 26 
seedlings came from my first plant (the cutting). The first year I collected seed, which grew nothing. This year 
I had a closer look at the seeds and found that only very few seeds are actually fertile. In every 20 flower- 
heads collected I find only about 12 fertile seeds and that only in the summer months. However, Ocean 
Grove is a very cool place. In warmer parts of Victoria you may well find more fertile seeds. 

The fertile fruits are plump and black with long ridges and white bristles or hairs. The pappus bristles are 
twice as long as the bruit, white, and there are more than twenty. They are barbed over the full length of their 
bristles. Anything which looks beige or light brown under a hand lens is infertile. Since I have been picking out 
these black fruits (which I deemed fertile) I have had good germination rates. 

The above mentioned 26 seeds were sown on 15. 2. 05 in a single punnet into seed raising mixture (Debco). 
I keep them in my small plastic cold frame homemade greenhouse which has a shadecloth. It gets watered 
four times every 24 hours for 1 minute each time. This I have now reduced to twice every 24 hours for 1 
minute. Now I keep my fingers crossed not to lose too many to 'damping off' and hope that the coming winter 
is a mild one. To limit the danger of damping off I sterilized all tubes in bleach and used a good potting 
mixture. And to make them feel at home I have crushed some limestone and sprinkled a pinch around each 
seedling. As soon as they have recovered from the shock of replanting I will expose them to a place with 
more air movement 



I am enchanted by this olearia. It always has at least a few flowers on it and it seems to be long lived. Esma 
told me her plant was eleven years old. This was three years ago. 

Two of my plants are in the ground and one in a pot. None get full sun except for a few hours. One of the 
plants was completely under water for 12 hours in February when my backyard was flooded, and it seems 
totally unaffected. But I do think they don't like too much dryness. The potted plant, which I had forgotten to 
water, had some dieback, but is now sprouting new growth from the base. 

Like Bob O'Neill I do believe 0. astroloba will sucker. To prove this I will clear an area next to my largest 
plant, fertilise and mulch it to see if it will send up suckers in this spot. I'll keep you informed. 

OLEARIA RUGOSA Study 

by Joy Greig 

d The Esma Salkin Studentship for 200412005 was 
undertaken by Margy Hawke whose topic was A 
Morphological Study of Olearia rugosa. The 
purpose of the study was to clearly define 0 .  
rugosa and to describe the variation in, and 

of the species. 

Olearia rugosa was first described by Archer as 
Eurybia rugosa, then Hutchinson (I 917) transferred 
it to Olearia with the type specimen being a 
collection (apparently of Mueller's), labelled 
'Wilson's Promontory'. Ewart (1931) identified the 
entity as Olearia stellulata var. rugosa 
distinguishing it from 0. stellulata by its broader 

Olearia rugosa, leaves of upper Snowy River, Dandenong Ranges and leaves and broadly serrate margin. 
Wilsons Promontory forms respectively lefl to right, all x 1 

(illustrated by Gloria Thomlinson, p.898, Flora of Victoria, Vo1.4) In 1967 Willis named Olearia allenderae which he 
regarded as a distinct species from Wilsons 

Promontory and restricted to a small area there. It was considered as differing from 0 .  rugosa by its glabrous 
cypselas, non-paniculate inflorescences, shorter peduncles, slender habit and smaller leaves with auriculate 
bases (ear-lobe shaped). However, glabrous cypselas, although not common, have been found to be present 
throughout the range of 0 .  rugosa. In 1999 Walsh and Lander included 0 .  allenderae in 0 .  rugosa. 

In her study Margy measured 32 characters in 109 specimens. The set of specimens included 0 .  rugosa, 0. 
allenderae, 0 stellulata, 0. quercifolia, and 0. asterotricha and were drawn from material at the National 
Herbarium of Victoria, Melbourne University and the Tasmanian Herbarium as well as specimens collected 
from Mt Macedon, Wilsons Promontory and East Gippsland. A systematic analysis of these measurements 
was performed using windows PATN software, which produced a 'dendrogram' showing the relationship 
between the four species (0.  allenderae was included with 0 .  rugosa). 

The dendrogram showed clear differences between the 0 .  rugosa/O. allenderae complex and 0, quercifolia 
and 0. asterotricha, and the latter two species were removed from the analysis. A second dendrogram was 
generated using the characters of leaf length, leaf width, leaf lengthlwidth ratio, petiole length, leaf base 
shape, distance to start of toothing along midrib, venation prominence, margin curvature, tubercle length, 
overall length of hairs and density of hairs. This dendrogram identified four groups from the 0 .  rugosa/ 0. 
allenderae complex according to four geographic regions, namely Wilsons Promontory, Coastal East 
Gippsland, Dandenongs and Mt Macedon, and Montane East Gippsland. The majority of 0 .  stellulata formed 
a fifth group clearly separated from 0 .  rugosa. 

Electron microscopy of selected specimens was also undertaken to study hair similarities and differences, 
and variation in cypselas. 

It was concluded that 0 .  rugosa can be defined as a distinct species and that four subspecies have been 
identified, ssp. rugosa found in the Dandenong Ranges and Mt Macedon, ssp. allenderae restricted to 
Wilsons Promontory, ssp, angustifolia from coastal East Gippsland, and ssp. distalilobus from montane 
regions in East Gippsland. 

Abstracted from a report by Margaret Hawke. 



GARDEN VISITS, by Pat Webb 

We were fortunate enough to visit tvvo very different gardens after our March meeting and another one in 
April. The latter was at Trish Trattk home overlooking her lovety garden in Emerald. This was a great delight. 
Many of you may have seen this garden on ABC television last year when Trish was a finalist in the ABC 
Gardener of the Year competition. For Daisy lovers this garden had a true 'Wow' factor! As you arrive, the 
house sits high on the block facing east. The garden rises steeply and one gets a magnificent vista of 
Xerochrysum bracteaturn - masses of plants in full flower, and so many colours too. 1 particularly liked a 
white form with silvery foliage; another beauty was a white flower with pink tips and there were flowers of 
various yellow, gold, russet and many different pinks. 

The garden is three years old, started when Trish and her husband moved from Metung. She has made a 
beautiful garden using many rocks and a golden brown gravel mulch. Behind the house the garden rises 
further, and Trish has used rocks to build steps and a retaining wall. 

It was a delight for ADSG members to see so many of the Asteraceae family and other beautiful Aussie 
plants growing so well, with lots of colour and many forms and shapes of plant and foliage - all very special. 

Calotis lappulacea (Yellow Burr-daisy) was a most attractive yellow daisy in full flower, very showy. Trish says 
some people don't like it because of its prickly burrs. I could imagine it making a great container plant. The 
Brachyscome 'Valencia' had quite the largest flower-head I have ever seen on this cultivar. Some patches of 
a dark golden form of Chrysocephalum apiculatum were in full bloom. 

Trish has planted several of the prostrate acacias now available. This site is particularly suited to them too - 
hanging over the rocks or cascading down the slope. I noticed Acacia howittii and a low-growing A. cognata. 
Close to the entrance to the house was a very vigorous Kennedia prosfrata with large leaves, and still in mid- 
April with several flowers. Nearby was another of the pea family - Eutaxia microphylla - a low-growing 
form, also in flower. 

To see so much colour in a garden in autumn was a delight. Trish is very proud of her Swainsona formosa 
(Sturt's Desert Pea) at the top of her driveway. She has grown it from seed and it certainly was enjoying its 
well-drained, sunny position. 

Enough - one could go on and on describing the many gems in this garden. Trish must work very hard; she 
obviously enjoys the work with her plants. From her dining and lounge areas the views over the garden and 
distant homes and gardens across the valley were a delight. Even the whistle of Puffing Billy added to a 
memorable visit. 

After our March meeting at Fiddlers Green we took our lunch to one of the older Berwick gardens belonging 
to Clarice Montgomery and h ~ r  hushand (friends of Jenny Rejske). They have just sold thcir home after 41 
years there. The house sat in two acres and we were able to sit in the welcome shade and enjoy our lunch 
with many beautiful tall trees al-uul~d. Clarice's garden is a great example of how one can mix Australian flora 
with exotics in a most artistic manner. Clarice enjoys correas and croweas especially and there were many 
beautiful specimens of both species. 

Clarice had some amazing pieces of old iron farm implements, rustic seats and winding paths - all so 
attractive -and quite the most productive vegetable garden I'd seen since my childhood. 

From Clarice's garden we went only two kilometres to the garden of Faye Candy (a friend of Maureen 
Schaumann). Faye and her husband moved into this house about seven years ago after living in Clematis. 
This garden is flat in an area with many mature trees in the local streets. The front garden faces north, When 
they moved in there were a couple of eucalypts and an old banksia which had blown over in a storm. They 
brought in several truck-loads of soil and some rocks, which Roger Stone placed in position, before Faye 
took over the planting. This is a most varied and attractive garden. An area in the front is quite damp and 
Faye has planted to suit these conditions. Goodenia humilis is spreading happily with lsotoma fluviaiilis. This 
creeping plant roots at the nodes and has star-like blue flowers. Faye says it sometimes gets a bit too 
enthusiastic but she just pulls some out. I have a soft spot for goodenias and I noticed that Faye has several. 
There were bright patches of yellow in both her front and back gardens. Goodenia lanata, a prostrate plant is 
spreading happily in her heathland area at the back of the house. Two goodenias, rather uncommon in 
cultivation, are G. gracilis and G. decurrens. Yet another goodenia which enjoys moist areas is G elongata. 

Maureen has often told us of Faye's lovely daisies; a large area of Brachyscome 'Maureen' was in full flower, 
welcoming us in the back garden. There are tufts of B. cardiocarpa and B. basaltica var. gracilis doing very 



well in the wet conditions of the front garden. Faye's garden is the source of the generous bunches of 
Calocephalus citreus with very large heads that Maureen shows us as examples of how this species should 
be grown. It grows vigorously in the front garden. The Tasmanian form of Helichrysum leucopsideum is 
superb in two matching urns. 

Faye enjoys orchids too; I noticed quite a variety on a bench in the shade. As she is a member of the Epacris 
Study Group there are numerous species of Epacris to be found in the garden and in handsome containers. 

REPORT FROM MYRRHEE (14.3.05) by Barbara Buchanan 

I was almost scared to open the NL, I have such a conscience about it. I've turned into a great 'gunna', 
always planning much more than I do. However, I have not been entirely idle, 1 have filled in several sheets of 

.the Olearia Record sheets. I suppose I could send them off now, but I did put in several new ones last year 
and I suppose I have been waiting to include them. I have started a sheet of recording those in flower every 
3 -4  weeks, and what a good show they have made over summer. Everything has flowered well of course 
(with the rain) but summer flowering is a real plus. 

0. elliptica is starring at the moment; last year it 
was quite disappointing. 

have been checking 0. astroloba for seed and I 
~ ~ s t  don't think it is fat and ripe yet. The bushes are 
covered with flowers (I did scatter a smidgin of K 
fertilizer as potassium sulphate). I'm wondering 
whether the increased flowering is due to the 
supply of potassium or to the good rain we had a 
while ago. However, I suddenly realized that 1 seem 
to have two sorts of leaves, and that is what the 
enclosed pressings are. I had thought they 
represented different growth stages but I now find 
that the two original plants from Esma have the 
wider, deeply indented leaves and all the newer 
plants (and there must be a good half dozen or 
more of them) have the finer, less indented 

, margins. Now where did all the newer plants come 

Photopies of 2 leaf forms of 0. astroloba x 1 
5' 
7:: from? I keep records of everything I. buy or am 

given, but not what I grow on myself, and I know I 
cried both seed and cuttings. ~t one stage I was 

having trouble with cuttings, which I put down to mildew because the leaves were blackening, and had 
success with seed. But I have put in lots of cuttings over the years because I wanted 

a. more of certain plants and 
b. they make great plants to giveltake to stalls. 

So probably my new plants are from both methods, but I did wonder if they were largely from seed if they 
could be crosses with the plant I think is 0. adenophora. That plant has also bloomed well but is largely 
resting now, and I have scattered quite a few of them about too. At times I imagine the original plants with the 
broad leaves are a deeper colour but I think they may fade gradually. They do last a long time on the bushes. 

I think Matt Hurst has done the right thing by his 'go-go-flappas' (see NL 71, p. 14). Julie Strudwick used to 
recommend being brutal when pruning them. The lirata/stellata group needs the same treatment - and it can 
develop into a lot of work. Jill Judd, whose Wang garden was open in the October weekend, has a 
magnificent plant of Cassinia quinquefaria just now. Jill is not afraid to wield the secateurs and put plants in 
their places, and she is constantly rewarded by exuberant flowering. The gentle snipping that I go in for is 
much less effective. I cut back after flowering, but by the end of summer find I am needinglwanting to cut 
again. I don't usually of course. For one thing I don't want to encourage soft growth before the frosts. So 
every year I vow I will be more thorough next time. 

28. 5. 05 - Barbara reported that she had been to Adelaide and had visited the SA Autumn Plant Sale. She 
had invested in a blue-flowered Olearia floribunda and 0. picridifolia x rudis. The latter has pretty little mauve 
flowers and dainty leaves. The leaves of 0 .  rudis are larger and more coarse. She also said that her plants of 
0 .  ramulosa were flowering again while 0 .  astroloba on the east wall has never stopped flowering and is still 
out, although the cold snap will probably stop the flowers. 



MORE ABOUT GAVINONE by Maureen Schaumann, Natalie Peate and Judy Barker 

One of our newer members, Jennifer Johnson, alerted us to the fact that Kingsley Dixon would be giving a 
lecture on gavinone, the butenolide in smoke that induces germination, at Creswick on 30th March. The 
lecture was arranged by the Corangamite Seed Supply and Revegetation Network and was held at the 
Forestry School at Creswick, which is part of Melbourne University. 

Kingsley Dixon is the Director of Science at the Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority of Western Australia. 
He leads a team of more than forty scientists and postgraduate students in the investigation of seed 
dormancy, release of dormancy and stimulation of germination, among other aspects of restoration ecology. 

Maureen, Natalie and I were delighted to have the chance to be present and set off early in order to be at 
Creswick by 9.00am. Dr Dixon proved to be a brilliant speaker and the lecture was enthralling. 

i n  1989 South African researchers led by Dr Neville Brown found that smoke breaks dormancy of seed in fire- 
dependant species. In 1995 a paper was published by Kingsley Dixon, Shauna Roche and John Pate in 
which it was shown that smoked promoted germination in 45 out of 94 species of Western Australian plants 
which are usually difficult to germinate. The race was then on to find the active agent and now, 13 years later, 
Dr Dixon, Gavin Flernatti and the, team have isolated the molecule responsible. It was called gavinone 
foflowing a night of huge celebration. 

Gavinone is produced when cellulose (the sugar constituent in the cell walls of plants) is burnt. Dr Dixon took 
us through the painstaking methods of burning various fuels and collecting the black, tarry, evibsmelling 
material from a ring around the drum. The team started by burning pure cellulose filterpaper at more than 
350°C. Now they use straw. 

There are 25004000 chemical compounds in crude smoke. The tarry extract was separated into acid, 
neutral and alkaline fractions. and then each fraction was tested. Activity was found in the neutral fraction 
which contained 1500 different compounds. Spectroscopic analysis yielded a myriad of peaks and troughs, 
and somewhere in there was the molecule they sought. The work to this point had taken nine years. 

The next move was to break the many peaks on the spectroscopic print-out into 4 groups, isolate the 
compounds within them and test them in different ditutions on Conostylis aculeata, Stylidium affine and 
Lacfuca safiva (Lettuce) for the germination stirnulatory effect they were seeking. These species took 4-6 
weeks to germinate if the response was positive. Another five years passed. 

Finally, in October 2003 gavinone was found to be the agent. It is a molecule new to biological science and is 
therefore patentable. t i  is a very small molecule, almost flat, easily slipping through cell walls. Such molecules 
act as signalling molecules, and this one Is thought to trigger dormancy release and stimulate germination, 
The molecular weight is 150. 

There are a number of theories regarding the mode of action of this butenolide, including the following: 

Smoke and butenolide can replace light in the promotion of germination of many Australian daisies. 

Butenolide plus GA3 improve receptivity. 

Smoke increases the permeability of water into the seed coat. 

Butenolide accelerates germination in species that don't respond to smoke and produces seedlings with 
higher vigour. 

Butenolide substitutes for red light, thermic shock (as in Scaevola pretreatment) and stratification (as in 
Echinaceae pretreatment). 

Among the species responding to gavinone are: Brunonia australis, Conostylis candicans, Grevillea 
polybractea, La wrencella davenportii ( ! ! ) , Ozofhamnus cordifolia, Scaevola thesiodes and Verticordia 
densiflora. 

Dr. Dixon also mentioned that disturbance of the soil often resulted in a sudden rush of germination. We have 
also noticed that removal of large seedlings from a seedling tray or marg, container seems to stimulate the 
eruption of more seedlings after a short interval, Another thought was that 'soil disturbance equates to the 
response from aerosol smoke and fire'. 



Now we await the appearance of gavinone with the expectation that it will break dormancy in species that are 
not responsive to smoke. This lack of response may be due to the effect of toxic substances in smoke. 

Meanwhile, smoke products have proved effective in over 400 species in more than 120 native plant genera. 
Germination is earlier, more concentrated and seedlings are healthier. Smoked vermiculite is very useful 
because its effect is longer lasting and it has the capacity to percolate through the soil. In agriculture it can be 
used at a rate of 10 tons per hectare for good seed germination. It results in good topsoil management, and 
no smoking apparatus is necessary. Compare this with the ability I gm  (less than a teaspoon) of gavinone 
(after dilution) to germinate seed sown over one hectare. 

Aerosol smoke contains sticky substances and is better than smoke water. It is important to have the seed in 
contact with smoke for as long as possible and so research has been undertaken to perfect the 'sticker' 
technology. 

Dr Dixon is intent on using gavinone for the restoration of mining areas and making horticultural practices 
more successful, particularly the easier propagation of endangered species. It would also be a valuable tool 
for weed control in agriculture. Areas being made ready for crops could be treated with gavinone. After a 
short interval the majority of weed species would germinate almost simultaneously and could all be 
eradicated before sowing the crop. This would save money in that less seed could be sown per hectare and 
could also eliminate the cost of weed eradication. 

At present it is very difficult to provide the great number of understorey plants that are so vital for revegetation 
programs in degraded bushland. Many of these species include Hibbertia spp., Leucopogon and Astroloma 
spp, rushes and sedges, which do not respond to smoke. It is hoped that these species will respond to 
gavinone. 

This was a wonderful lecture with excellent presentation. It has opened up a whole world of germination 
possibilities. We were very privileged to be present and we thank Jennifer for telling us about it. 

DAISIES of the SUB-ANTARCTIC ISLANDS of NEW ZEALAND by Margery Stutchbury 

I thought I would send you photos of these endemic mega-herbs. Although not Australian daisies, they are 
amazing plants and I would like to share them with you! 

We departed from Bluff at the bottom of 
the South Island, travelling on a Russian 
ice-strengthened ship 'Professor 
Khromov', renamed 'Spirit of Enderby' 
for the Heritage Expeditions, New 
Zealand. The ship carries 48 
passengers plus a Russian crew. The 
expeditions are required to carry an 
officer from N.Z. Dept. of Conservation 
to ensure conservation requirements 
were carried out. 

The islands were granted world heritage 
listing in 1998 and include The Snares, 
Bounty, Antipodes, Auckland and 
Campbell Islands, spanning 6" of 
latitude from 47 to 52" south. As well as 

Pleurophyllum speciosum on Campbell IS. photo by Graham Stutchbury the mega-herbs, the islands are 
breeding grounds for seals and many 

sea birds including albatross and penguins. 

We walked on Campbell Island (on east and west coasts), and on Enderby Is. (part of the Auckland group). 
We explored around The Snares by Niads as no one is allowed to land there. 

The Snares are dominated by tree daisies. Olearia lyallii is prolific on the cliff tops and hangs down to the 
waterline in some places. Another tree daisy, Brachyglottis stewartii, with dark green foliage, is closely 



associated with it but not in such great numbers. Hundreds of crested penguins negotiate steep cliffs from the 
sea to nest under the tree daisies. 

Campbell Is. was a wonderful day. Here we saw the daisies, Pleurophyllum speciosum - a large cabbage- 
sized plant with purple flowers, some lighter mauve and a few almost white. Equally fantastic were P. crinif- 
erum and P. hookeri, with magenta-brown flowers with (in non-technical terms!!) just the centre true flowers 
and no bracts around them. 

Not daisies, but really spectacular were the Anistome latifolia, a plant related to the carrot family. Standing to 
almost waist high, the flower-heads were large round balls. Also of interest was Bulbinella rossii (lily family). 
These were prolific due to the fact that they were not palatable to the sheep and cattle which were 
unsuccessfully farmed there many years ago and eventually abandoned. Another mega-herb is Stilbocarpa 
polaris with beautiful foliage and lemony green flower-heads. 
Dotted among the daisies on the upper hills were many albatross sitting on their mound nests on the ground. 
Another marvellous plant that fascinated me was the bull kelp, a work of art as it continually changed shape 
with the flow of the tide. Almost forgot to mention my excitement at finding a paper daisy! Quite small with 
silvery foliage, it grew amongst and through grasses, thick peat and sphagnum moss. According to the 
botanist on the trip it was Helipterum bellidioides var. prostratum, but is now Anaphaloides bellidiodes. 
Another plant that didn't look very daisy-like to me was said to be a Brachyscome sp. 

( These photographs by Graham are stunning. Pleurophyllum speciosum has the most beautiful sculptured leaves, bright green and 
neatly ridged. They will be taken to future meetings and passed around.) 

A NOTE ON CASSlNlA ARCUATA 

by Bewl Birch 

Chinese Scrub (in Bendigo) or Coffee Bush (in Castlemaine) or Cassinia 
arcuata (everywhere) grows on Crown Land next door. Sometimes it has 
seeded itself here, but always in the front row where it is unwelcome. 
Now I have taken action with the latest arrival and turned it into a topiary 
ball, 30cm or so high, nestled with low-growing groundcovers. 

Sundry respectable gentlemen have said that as kids they would strip the 
flowers to make cigarettes. Bad luck that the resulting conflagration 
sometimes included eyebrows and hair. I'm also told that to this day 
some .Central Victorians think that this plant is a weed introduced from 
China by early gold miners. 

While the multicolours of last sprlng gently faded trom most ot the garden 
Calocephalus citreus turned from silver to gold for Christmas and stayed 
bright and cheery till midsummer. Now, at the end of autumn, 
Xerochrysum viscosum and Chrysocephalum apiculatum are too shabby 
for close inspection but still give a sprinkle of gold dust here and there. 

Cassinia arcuata branch x '% 
(illustrated by Betty Campbell) 

It was beaut to have Pat and John Webb call on us and we're glad they enjoyed our horticultural efforts to 
date. Pat's report is very kind. 

SNI'PPETS 

At the April meeting at Trish Tratt's Judy was telling the members that our newest member, Ina Groome, had 
asked for a copy of the Everlastings book. On receiving it she had sent a very nice card of thanks. Trish then 
revealed that Ina had written to her to say that the sight of her garden on the ABC TV Garden Show had 
prompted Ina to join ADSG. 



PROPAGATION PAGES 

1. Jeanette Closs (of Kingston, Tas) sent a note with the article from the Australian Antarctic Magazine: 'I 
have nothing to report on the daisy scene but I am having success with difficult-to-strike plants using special 
oasis segments for cuttings.' 

2. Margaret Guenzel reports on that honorary daisy, Actinotus helianthi on 29. 4. 05: '1 had poor results from 
my flannel flower seeds this year. It was simply too cold. The last two years I got germination after 26-28 
days in summer. This year it has taken up to 3 months. They are all popping up now. But this is too late. With 
my limited facilities I will not get them through the winter. They need to be at least 5cm tall to make it through 
the cold months without a heated greenhouse.' 

3. Maureen Schaumann reports her recent germination results and hopes that they will seduce some of the 
members into trying their hands at germination. All seeds were sprinkled with smoked vermiculite as a 
pretreatment. 

......... .. ................ 1. ..................................................................................................................................................... " .............................. ..* 
i Seed source ! Species i Date sown Date germd. No. gemd. . / 
L". ............................................... ; .................................................................................................................................................................. 
: Ausrex Seeds i 9. 2. 05 i 24. 2. 05 i Fair ......................................... .................. ............................ ............................ ......................... ; ..;..4?~!~!!'!~~.~l~!~!!~r .;... .:... ....?....... ...; 
i ADSG seed bank i 9. 2. 05 i 5. 3. 05 i 12 : ................... .. ..................... i..~!?!!!!~!?h!!??..?!~!!!? ....................... ................................. ................................ ".+ .......................... " ....... j 
: I U U : 4 11 3 05 i 9 2 0 5  i 20 ...................... ................................ ................................ ;.....,- .................................... iiiiiiiiiii~ .......................... i......... .......................... 4 *..j 

j ,I Y * i 3 (i001) i A. alatum 'Bikini' (3 seeds] ! 9. 2. 05 i 16. 2. 05 r.............., ................. .,, .......: ........................................................ ,r ............ .. ....... .....+. .......................... . . .  ........................... 
i Mulgrave i Ammobium craspedioides i 9. 2. 05 22 2 05 i Good ....................... ................................... :......... ...................... ,. ........... 4 .......................................................... ....................................... : .... : + i 

i Ausrex Seeds 
r 

Calocephalus platycephalus i 9 .......................... 2. 05 1 ................................... 24. 2. 05 Good ........................................................................................................... ;...".: + 4 .................................. 

i 23. 2. 05 Mulgrave (fresh seed) i Chrysocephalum apiculatum ! 9. 2. 05 i Excellent 

..- ........................ ....,,,...,; ..IA.?.a!eseaao!a!!.~e.buF!f*"n~ ..... I ................................ ; ................................... : ................................... :i 
u n ! 16. 2. 05 i C, apiculatum i 9. 2. 05 j Excellent 

............. ................................... ...................................... ~..~a~eL~I!P!!4!!!..'o~rml,,,,.,,... ~i.i.i.iiiiii.i ..iiii.... -+. ..............................--: f 
Ausrex Seeds 1 9. 2. 05 ! 23. 2. 05 ................................ Many ..................................... -.-.,..;, . K!e~!s!If!.sur?e.r!i!~!!Ia ......................................................................................... +. .; 
Carwoola (NSW) Prov. ; L@ptorhynchos squamaius : .... 2 .............................................................. 3. 05 i 11. 3. 05 i Good ........................................................................................................ i -: * ................................... : 

i ................................... 11. 3. 05 i .................................. Big lawn . . .  ......... ................ ... ~ ! E .  F ! ?  .?e~.uifo!ius !-..?:.. ..3:..I!5 ;. j 
i Woodend Prov. 2001 i Ozothamnus obcordatus .a,.*. 9. 2. 05 ' 26 2 05 i Good ....................... )' ................................................. : ........................................................... ) .......................... ...... : .... : + .................................... 
1 APS Vic seed bank Pycnosorus chrysanthes I 2. 10.04 ; 15. 10.04 i Many 

;..!9.!@.!) .............................. f........ .................................................... ................................ ..................................... ............................... ...; 
i Ausrex Seeds i Wedelia stirlingii i 9. 2. 05 i 24. 2. 05 i I 
i ...*.................. ... ..... .. .............. 2 ........................................................................................... L............. ..-..a-..*...,+.....- A. ............................... a,.: 

i ADSG G & C seed bank i Hel ich~sum ................ calverlianum ............................................... i 11. 3.05 I 4.4. .............................. 05 1 10 ................................... b............ ............. '.................1r .......... . . .  -." ... z..... L : 

i r r r r  Jeff .. Irons' garden i Ozothamnus ledifolius i 11. 3. 05 I 14. 4. 05 i Many 
r...rr.......,.r ............................ :... .............................................................................................................. l.i 

1 4  ......................... 05 i ................................... 6 ........... .,,, ............ ,..!!.!!!.!.!S!:..~~.I,Y ~ . . ~ ~ ~ ~ S ~ ~ ~ S . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . ? . ! ~ ! ! U S . ~ ~  ..i ..!.?...3 : . o ~  *. i.... : : 5 
I Mulgrave garden i 1. 4. 05 ; 8. 4. 05 i Good ............................... - ...... ~ . . t ! e ~ c ! ! ~ s u m ~ b ! c o ! ~ r . .  ................. +. ............ .......-...... .:. ................................ ..7 .................................. .; 
i Philip Short Prov. i Podotheca wilsonii i 25. 4. 05 i 28. 5. 05 i 5 *................................. rrrr .............. & ...................................... ................................................................ a........... " ...........-............ ....................... : 

4. Judy Barker reports on the germination of Argentipallium obtusifolium. 

I have often written about the problems of germinating Argentipallium obtusifolium and growing them on. In 
the past I have tried many new methods but the results have not been exactly successful. Some years my 
spirit has failed me altogether and seed of the species has not been sown at all. This year, however, I was 
more confident that seed collected in late October and early November 2004 would be viable because the 
rain fell in the Otways at a time when I could imagine seed development was taking place. 



In late March I filled 3 marg. containers with a mixture of equal parts 
of Yates seed mix and fresh Fairhaven soil from our block. One 
large teaspoon of seed was sown in each container, smoked 
vermiculite sprinkled on top of the seed and then covered with 
granite chips. Nothing happened for 28 days, despite my anxious 
peering at least once a day. Finally, on 2314 some tiny little 
cotyledons seemed to be present and they were confirmed with a 
hand lens. At the beginning of June there are more seedlings but 
they are growing very slowly. The first few seedlings are now about 
5mm high and seem to be putting on a spurt of growth. 

The few successes I have had in past years have been planted in 
the back third of the Fairhaven block (where the soil is untouched) 
and those plants have grown and flowered. Seed was also collected 
from those plants and perhaps it is that seed that has produced my 
best seedlings this year. 

I will report further in NL 73. In retrospect 1 think I should have sown 
the seed earlier in the year when the weather was warmer - say 
late February or early March. There seems to be a dormant period 
in this species and so it wouldn't be worth sowing much sooner. I 
think that half Fairhaven soil and half seed mix is probably a good 
choice. 

It would be really pleasing to have plants ready for sale at the Angair 
Argentipallium obtusifolium x l/2 

(illustrated by Betty Campbell 
Nature Show in September because all the customers ask for 'that 
beautiful, little, white-flowered bush we saw everywhere'. They 
usually think it is Rhodanthe anthernoides until they catch sight of 

the specimen of Blunt Everlasting on the stall. Even so, plants probably take two years to reach the size they 
need to be for sale, and then I will only sell to people who intend to plant in the area. 

MEMBERS' REPORTS 
+ 

Syl and Syd Oats of Elizabeth East (SA) write on 10/3/05 about the death of Alf Salkin: 'We are so very sorry 
to hear about Alf. It is a great loss to lose such talented people and a great loss to ADSG, but at least all the 
great work he and Esma did in their lifetime is a great legacy to leave behind. Some of us never make a mark 
to say we were here at all.' 

Bruce and Thelma Wallace now of Coonabarabran (NSW) sent a seed order in March and a letter: 'It's that 
time of year when we need to think about sowing daisy seed. Now we actually have a garden at our new 
address that's big enough that we can grow some daisies in the ground and not in pots. 

Our role here involves developing and maintaining the two gardens, here at "Pepperwood" and at the main 
house "Keronga". There is about a day and a half's work between the two. There is also as much farm work 
as we want to do, "Keronga" being a 9000 acre beef cattle property. Our house is about 10 years old with 
distant views out over the valley from the living area windows and main bedroom, looking north-east to south- 
east. The neighbours are over a kilometre away and there's no traffic going past. 

The soil here is red volcanic clay that is very sticky when it's wet, but dries quickly to become very crumbly 
with large cracks forming. It will require lots of organic material to improve the structure of the soil. Soil testing 
gave us readings of pH 7 to 7.5 which we can work with, but our water supply has an extreme pH reading of 
9.5 which pushes up the pH of the soil in the garden. Applying sulphur will also correct the pH but we will 
need to monitor it closely. It seems that, once the roots get down a bit, plants do grow so long as they can 
handle the frosts, which are very heavy at the main house. It will be a challenge. 

As it is so long since we have grown daisies all the seed we had is lost, so we have to start again. We need 
to introduce the owners to the wonderful colour of daisies.' 



Irene Cullen of Robertson (Qld) wrote on 12/3/05 to say that she was retiring from the Group due to ill health. 
She added: 'Yes, the Salkins will be sadly missed - not only for their work and the unstinting knowledge they 
freely imparted, but as wonderful friends. 

As I write, clusters of Rhodanthe anthemoides brighten my shrubbery - despite the heat and dry. They self 
sow, much to my delight, as crumbling vertebrae in my spine have put a full stop to propagation.' 

Coral Hughes of Koonwarra (Vic) sent a seed order on 14/3/05 and added: ' The seeds you sent two years 
ago were exciting. Xerochrysum viscosum has done very well.' 

Christina Leiblich of Kimba (SA) sent a note with some seeds on 31. 3. 05: 'The unmarked seeds are 
remnants of the first Olearia ciliata plant to flower. Two plants were transplanted into a large pot, and one 
gave up living. One 0 .  ciliata and Dampiera lavandulaceae are still surviving. The 0 .  ciliata is 20cm high with 
almost 20 stems. At the present time it appears that in each leaf axil there are further future stems starting. 
The new stems are mainly shooting from the lower half of the existing stems. If so, that will make the plant 
very bushy, very different from the other forms to the south of Kimba. 

Beryl Birch of Bendigo (Vic) on 11/4/05 sent two beautiful colour pictures taken in the Birch garden by her 
daughter, Robin, of Brachyscome multifida with a blue butterfly attending to pollination. She included some 
nice reflections on her dealings as Editor of the SGAP Vic Newsletter with Alf Salkin. They were always 
amicable exchanges. 

In late May Beryl sent another lovely picture of herself and Frank in the garden. She added that Acacia 
genistifolia 'looked lovely around the bush just now'. She identified Eremophila nivea - ' a grafted plant to 
make sure of it', and ' Acacia glaucoptera is lovely when morning sun shines through it'. 

SHOW and TELL 

(February meeting) Maureen brought a wealth of colour to the table with Xerochrysum bracteatum (lemon 
and yellow forms), X. viscosum (lemon, yellow and orange-brown forms), and X. bicolor which she likes very 
much. It has brown buds and opens yellow, and has a neat growth habit. Helichrysums were represented by 
H. scorpioides, H. calvertianum, and two forms of H. rutidolepis - the prostrate form that covers the ground 
and flowers profusely in summer, and the taller, more untidy Oberon or Newnes form with larger, more 
orange-yellow flowers. The brachyscomes were B. basaltica var. gracilis, and the hybrids B. 'Betty Campbell' 
and B. 'Judy' (which had first appeared in Julie Strudwick's garden and came to Maureen via Margaret 
Guenzel). 

Barbara Rooks showed us a lovely deep pink exotic everlasting she had grown - a species of 
Xeranthemum. She also had a nice bronzelorange form of Xerochrysum bracteatum, Podolepis sp. 1, and a 
number of brachyscomes, B. angustifolia x procumbens (a good, deep purple colour), B. spathulata and 
B. multifida, which she considers wonderful for the flowers that bloom all summer. 

(March meeting) Joy brought Brachyscome 'Pink Haze' and B. 'Blue Haze', which stay low and compact, 
and Leptorhynchos tenuifolius. 

Trish Tratt showed us 13. diversifolia - 'nice limey bit in the middle, B. angustifolia x formosa, B. 'Valencia', 
B. iberidifolia, Helichrysum scorpioides (Tas) - 'a lovely bud but sprawls a bit', Leucochrysum albicans (buff- 
coloured), and Podolepis sp. 1. 

Barbara Rooks had B. diversifolia and B. 'Valencia', Helichrysum rutidolepis and Xerochrysum viscosum. 

Gloria Thomlinson brought from Shepparton Ozothamnus diosmifolius 'Petite' - I x I m, white flowers right 
through summer, Cassinia laevis and Olearia sp. - about 2m high with shiny, elliptical leaves, which splits 
the branches when they break. It was probably 0 .  elliptica. 

Judy Barker brought B. aculeata - rather straggly, with a 2cm white flower, B. aculeata - pink bud form 
which has a larger white flower and neater habit, B. spathulata, B. 'Maureen' and B. aff. 'Maureen', 
Xerochrysum bicolor and X. bracteatum - the form from David Shiells with a red bud opening yellow with red 
tips. 

(April meeting) Not much was brought for Show and Tell, but we only had to look out the picture window at 
Trish's garden to see a riot of colourful daisies. 



Xerochrysum viscosum was one specimen which had flowered all summer, and X. bicolor was still in flower. 
Barbara brought one head of Brachyscome spathulata and asked if this was what Helichrysum milliganii 
looked like. She had received a pot from Judy with that identification on the label. It was inexplicable! 

(May meeting) Maureen had put on a wonderful display in her dear little bottles. There were many wired 
specimens of Xerochrysum bicolor, X. viscosum in three colours, and forms of Xerochrysum bracteatum - 
the red and yellow of David Shiells' form, peach, orange and a large lime form. The two forms of Helichrysum 
rutidolepis, H. scorpioides, H. leucopsideum from Tasmania and the upright form of Rhodanthe anthemoides. 
Also on the table from Maureen and other members were Brachyscome angustifolia (pink and mauve forms), 
aff. multifida, and the hybrids, Brachyscome 'Maureen', 'Metallic Blue', 'Betty Campbell', and 'Valencia', the 
latter possessing the largest flowers we have seen on this cultivar. Peg's Olearia astroloba aroused 
enthusiasm which was compounded on Sunday when members saw her shrubs growing in her garden. 
Podolepis sp. 1 was represented on the table, thus proving how long it flowers. 

Ray Purches brought a superb bunch of Cassinia subtropica, the best we have ever seen and three excellent 
bunches of pink Ozothamnus diosmifolius. 

May Meeting by JOV Greig 

A large gathering of members and associates met at Natalie Peate's impressive garden on Saturday 2lSi May 
to participate in the much loved 'May Meeting'. In perfect weather we made a full inspection of this unique 
garden with its large collection of Pomaderris as well as daisies and other interesting species. This was 
followed by a sumptuous afternoon tea and a marathon 'plant swap'. 

Natalie's 'cabin' was the venue for the formal session when we were privileged to have Neville Walsh, 
Conservation Botanist with the Royal Botanic Gardens as our guest speaker. Neville gave a full explanation 
of the work done by the Esma Salkin Student for 200412005, and illustrated it with a powerful 'power point' 
presentation including electron scanning microscope images of dendritic, stellate and tuberculate hairs on 
various olearias - fascinating. He also discussed his involvement with the 'Millenium Seed Bank Project' 
which aims to collect and store the seeds of 10% of the world's flora with emphasis on threatened 
ecosystems. Study group members may be asked to help. 

Following 'drinkies' and a sumptuous dinner, we were treated to a wonderful slide show of plants of the 
Canning Stock Route and Rudall River National Park by John Armstrong, who travelled with a contingent of 
botanists from WA in 2001. 

The next day we met at Ben Somerville's new garden in Vermont South, and discovered a riot of colour with 
many daisies in flower. Over to Peg McAllister's and Olearia astroloba stopped us in our tracks with its deep 
purple flowers on a background of grey foliage. As usual, Peg's garden was looking very pretty, this time with 
correas and epacris dominant. After a picnic lunch at Peg's we took the short drive to Elspeth Jacob's 
inspiring garden, and admired her profusion of croweas, banksias, grevilleas, Hakea bakeriana, Helichrysum 
elatum and the odd Pomaderris. 

Many thanks to all those who participated in this popular weekend, and special thanks to Natalie and Roger 
for their hospitality, and to all who contributed their gardens andlor expertise as cooks. 

EDITOR'S NOTE 

I am very grateful to all those members who contributed in any way to this newsletter. I'm also grateful for 
permission to reproduce illustrations and articles. 

We have had a warm dry autumn in Melbourne. Although the weather has been lovely we really need rain. 
During the cool summer Xerochrysum bicolor did not seem happy. Seed from Tasmania germinated well and 
in due course 3 seedlings were planted out, two of them in protected positions. One performed quite 
adequately and flowered well for 3 months but then fell over. Another growing nearby hardly flowered at all 
and just seemed to dry up The third was in a sunnier position, flowered a bit and then dried up. The heads 



were very like those of X. viscosum, about the same size but with browner outer bracts. I could tell them apart 
when wiring the heads by the little bit of stem remaining. Stems of X. viscosa have cottony hairs usually lying 
flat and tidily against the stem while X. bicolor has faintly ribbed stems with sparse, short, transparent hairs at 
right angles. Maureen extolled the virtues of X. bicolor so often that I finally visited the sites of all three of my 
plants. By this time it was mid-March The only plant left was the one that had fallen over. To my surprise it 
had become quite a broad plant by sending erect shoots up from all the prone branches. It was still the height 
of the original plant, but was a mass of blooms. In early June it is really finished - stark, dull and cold - and 
needs a good prune. 

I had thought that our stocks of seed of Ammobium craspedioides were no longer viable and so, when 
Barbara Rooks asked for seed I divided all we had left into two. I sowed one part and gave the other to 
Barbara with a dire warning. Both of us had little lawns appearing within two weeks, and will have plenty of 
pots to give away and for the plant sale at Peg's. I noted that some of the seeds had germinated while still in 
the heads as they had not been separated before sowing. Maureen had used seed from her garden and also 
had good germination (p. 30). We must remember to collect seed of it this season. It is an attractive perennial 
which adds colour and interest to gardens. Although it dies back it always reappears in autumn unless it has 
been over-planted. 

Maureen and I hope you will think about germinating some of the species in the seed bank. We have been 
attempting to germinate non-daisies and have discovered that it is so much easier and quicker to germinate 
daisies. We return to daisies and rarely have failures. 

Good growing. a-?. 

ADSG extends a warm welcome to the following new members: 
Ina Groome, 17 Lambert Rd, Joslin, SA, 5070. 
Cathy Hook and Paul Carmen, PO Box 6094, Phillip, ACT, 2606. 
Carmen Walker, Unit 10, 3 Denison St., Kingston, Tasmania, 7050. 

SEED DONORS 

Heartfelt thanks to those members and friends who read the 'Seed Wanted' section in NL 72 and set about 
filling our requirements, and thanks also to the members and friends who donated seed of any sort: Judy 
Barker, Faye Candy, Shirley Carn, Ros Cornish, Joy Greig, Christina Leiblich, Peg McAllister, Philip Wilson, 
Jenny Rejske, Maureen Schaumann, Margery Stutchbury and Trish Tratt. 

SEED BANK 

A full seed list is published in each March newsletter. Please keep this list for reference; only additions and deletions will 
be recorded in other 2005 newsletters. A STAMPED SELF-ADDRESSED ENVELOPE (111 x 220mm) MUST BE 
ENCLOSED WITH EACH REQUEST FOR SEED. (POSTAGE REQUIRED IS USUALLY $1 DUE TO THE BULKINESS 
OF SOME SEED.) Please write to Maureen Schaumann for provenance seed or to Judy Barker for garden or 
commercial seed. (The addresses are on the front page.) If both types of seed are required a letter to either Maureen or 
Judy will suffice. 

Please note that much of the seed listed below has been collected in the gardens of Study Group members, and some 
species may have crossed with others, especially those of Brachyscome or Xerochrysum. One parent only is 
guaranteed. Much of the seed listed has been kept in the refrigerator. The curators welcome feedback on your 
germination results since the task of testing the germination of so many species and the cost of such an undertaking are 
not feasible. 



GARDEN and COMMERCIAL SEED BANK 
Additions 
Brachyscome cardiocarpa, sp. (Darling Downs) 
Ammobium alatum possibly mixed with A. alatum 'Bikini' 
Helichrysum calvertianum 
lxodia achillaeoides (very nice form for use as a filler) 
Olearia lirata (ex Harkaway), megalophylla, phlogopappa (mauve, purple, white ex Corner Inlet) 
Ozothamnus purpureus (Peg's upright 'structural' form mentioned on p. 15 of NL 71.) 
Podolepis rugata, sp. 1 
Polycalymma stuartiana 
Xerochrysum bracteatum hybrid orange and brown form 

Deletions 
Ammobium craspedioides 
Brachyscome sieberi var. gunnii 
Hyalosperma cotula 

PROVENANCESEEDBANK 
Additions 
Cymbonotus preissianus 
Lagenophora stipitata 
Olearia Iiraia (Harkaway), phlogopappa (Corner Inlet) 
Viffadinia muellen, s p . 

Deletions 
Brachyscome multifida (Metung) 
Stemmacantha australis 

SEED WANTED PLEASE: Ammobium craspedioides, Brachyscome formosa, parvula, sieberi var. 
gunnii, tenuiscapa var. pubescens, Calotis scabiosifolia var. integrifolia, Cassinia quinquefaria, 
Minuria leptophylla, Ozothamnus diosmifolius (pink), Olearia species (not listed in the seed bank), 
Rhodanthe anthemoides (red-bud, branched). 

SUBSCRIPTIONS NOW DUE 200412005 

Subscriptions are $10.00 per year for members within Australia and $20.00 per year for overseas members. 
Please send subscriptions to our new treasurer, John Webb, 99 Fiddlers Green, 57 Gloucester Ave, Berwick, 
Victoria, 3806. Cheques should be made payable to the 'Australian Daisy Study Group'. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS WERE DUE ON JUNE 30th 2005 

DEADLINE FOR NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER - 1st OCTOBER, 2005 


