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Dear Members, 

ISSR 
L 
I Laa.der; Jeanet te  Closs, - 

7 Vyella Court, I inst in s  Ferry. 
Tasmania. 701 1 . 

I'm beginning t o  wonder if  I r e a l l y  hzve hny ac t ive  members l e f t .  
d study sroup is  not a stuGg g o u p ,  i f  i t  only has one ac t ive  member. 
Please wri te  t o  me and l e t  ha know 1 h a . t  is ha-ppening tr i th your Dods. I n  t h e  
August newsletter  I asked a number of questions, the  answers would grea t ly  
help  our records. I would l i k e  some de~oript ion,$  of lbdonaeas, we've 'done' 
most of the  South Austral ian o3es and i t  would be nice  t o  how more of o ther  
species. 1 

You may remember t,.:a.t I w a s  t h e  organizer of the  1,;86 t,riildflowers 
of .iustralia, '  exhil>ition ihHobar t  i n  October. It was a great  success and 
you ' l l  not be surprised t o  h e x  t h a t  I used our :;Spdonaea. Display K i t  supple- 
mented with a number o f  display plants  , which I hjve i n  tubs  and some cut  
mater ia l .  I w8.s pleased $it11 tlie presentation.: . I f  your Begion or  Branch 
a r e  ha.ving a Flower Show. please sug;yest tha.t put on a. Dodonaea disple ,?~ 
o r  b e t t e r  s t i l l ,  o f f e r  t o  present it yourself .  

?A>. . f iazlier  t h i s  yecar I read of t he  ' ~ u s t r d l i a m  Arid Lands Botanical 
Gardens' :.rbich i s  hein,.: developed a-t Port ~ u g u a t d ,  South ~?.ustralia,.  I 
wrote t o  John :I;war, who is the  Superintendent f o r  Pmks and Gardens of t he  
City of Port Augusta, offer in?  seeds of Dodona.ea;jspecies f o r  the  project .  ,r F-  John rep l ied  t h a t  they would be g r a t e fu l  f o r  sucq assistance.  I then sen 
seed of a number of Dodonaeas, which grow i n  a.r id meas ,  I a l s o  included 
a descr ipt ion of e;lch,and what l i t t l e  I know of $heir  requirements. 'Ihis 
project  should be wort5 v i s i t i n g  i n  a few gears time. 

li.S.G.AeP. Council held a meeting la.& month. It was a Telecom 
Link -up, which w z s  a new experience t o  most of us, I wa.s t h e  Tasmanian 
delegate. There were a number of Stuay Grou? m$tters discussed <and Barbaa  * D a l y , t h ~ F e t l e r a l S t u d y D ~ o u p C o - o r d i n ; ~ ~ t o r p r e s e f j t e h s o m i t e m s f r o m t h e  
Grevil lea S t u w  Group. 1 hope to Ise able  t o  repor t  on tliese matters when 
I receive a copy of t he  minutes of the  rnwting. 

2. f r i end  of mine ha,s offere<. t o  l?elp(me t o  produce a more a t t r ac t -  
ive  newsletter ,  she Br7s access t o  a copying ms.chhe and other clever teohnology 
so t h e  new yeas should see a.n improvement. 

1mI - 

I. A book by Vi+cent Serventy en t i t l ed  'Austral ian Xa.tive Plants1 
Lakes mkntion of the rani& Sapindaceae; t h e  f b i l y  t o  which the  genus 
Dodoma belongs. 2e c a l l s  it the soapberry fag?ily, a name I hadn't heard 
before. This is how he describes the family:-- 

The m!me soapbemy comes from the saponin i n  t h e  plant  t i s sues  and several  
rz in fores t  species a r e  b o r n  a.s foam-bask t r ee s .  Tbe basic was used by 
Xborigirles t o  stupefy f i s h  i n  freshwater p m l s .  ',ridespread i n  the  

., . - Cnopioal ' M r l d  this ' fan i ly -  conabot s+:of shrubs, creepers and t a l l  t r e e s ,  
such as tulipwood and smaller inland t r e e s  such as whitewood and bullock 
bush. 
It is best b o w n  from the 50 or  so species of hopbush, half of which occur 
in ,lestern :,t~strali;l., The f lowers are m a l l  but t he  f h i t o  are  str i .king,  

r . '  often c o v o r i a ~  auch of tho:pmt.-nrld xdding n splrah of ced t o  the ncen'e., 
These reddish capsules hme  three or f o q  ndomen ts  and so 
r e s ~ m b l e  the introduced kop p l m t .  r 



2. 
I n  the September, 1 ~ 8 6  Canberra aegion news e t t e r ,  Jon Bea.1 reports on the 

June meeting - DQDONlW;; - Lt 
SG:-I.P member CSIXO botanist ,  Judy \Jest , rSaTe a, nost enJoyable and 

informative t a l k  on the genus ;;odormen ah the Jun& general m --eting. The ' -.* . - .- - -." 

following is a sutummy of Judy's to.1l.c. 
Generz.1 - .. - .; --.- 

& .. .~ - . 
I 

I n  the family S~p indac??~  there are  143 gemxa, 20 of which occur i n  
~Zustralia.  I&_d_o_n-?. with 61 species, i s  the lzxgest genus of t h i s  f m i l y  t o  
occur i n  Australia., rznging from the  t ropics ,  though ,arid . : z ~ ~ t r ~ . l i ? 9  into the 
temperate zone. Habit o.t vazies from coast 2.1 woodland t o  spinif  ex gtx.ssl?nd. 
The genus tends t o  occupy open positions; it i s  never found i n  dense fo res t ,  
nor i n  alpine regions. $>pp?,e? are  woody plc7.nts which vary i n  form frorn 
prostrnte t~ s~; l~a l l  t rees .  
%~h,o.r,aa. 

I n  an evolutionmy senRe, the leaves z.nd f r y i t  a.rc not the most importn.nt 
feature of the genus. The number of flower par ts  and arrangements of the 
flowers themselves slxe much more siynificn.nt. 
Leaves -- . - --. 

The leaves of t h i s  genus vary ,vea.tly. 30-l;h pinnate and sirnple le;l.ves 
ase found and ra.nge from broad t o  nerdle-like. The cctyledons are almost 
a.lwa.ys l inear.  
Flowars --- a-- 

I1 
Dodonnea -... . . f1o:rers m e  quite insir .pificant ; they 1~.ck petals,  There 

are  both male and feraale fl.or"rors, i'lost species ?.re dioecious, i, e. male 
and female flowers on separate plants,  though some species do have 30th sexes 
on the one plant. There can be a large number o f  flowcrs on a sin:;le plant. 
1'0 llinarbion - -, -,-.- &.- - -. .. 

Flowers of the senus godonae?, . .- -.-. --- axe wind p o l l i n ~ t e d .  The flowers cert?.inly 
ore not show a t t rac tan ts .  iidind pollinn.tion i s  a chancy aff .? i r ,  dependant 
on rr?ndoq 2.G circulation. The piznt,8s s t r~; . tegy t o  aid- wj-nd ~oSlina. t ion i s  
is its wide open structure with sepa .1~  well out of the way. Fema.le flowers 
do not have nectar,  Some species have long styles projected, well zbove the 
folir.ge. Ma.le flowers produce large m o u n t s  o f  b l l e n ,  u~hickl can travel 
long dista,nces and hn.s i n  f -~ ; .c t  been collectsd more than 2 la from r: , ~ i l u l ? t -  
ion. The pollen i s  ,ma11 a.s is  u s u ~ ~ l  i n  ~tin8-poyl.i~:tted species. I 'cllei~ is 
released under dry, sunny conditions. i ' l m t s  of t h i s  Tenus are  gregarious, 9.S 

is  often f aund among wind-pollinated species, becn.use otherwise the flow of 
pollen i s  i n t e r r p t e d .  @,ddop?p. .me not found i n  dense vegets.tion for  the 
same reason. 
Fruit  ---. *. -. 

:IS with the l emes ,  the f r u i t  of T)odo$?m? m,ry pe-l t ly .  . ~ i n g s  on the 
f r u i t  can 5c roundcd, Aona, horned o r  lobed and there cgn also 11. s t icky - .- . 
g l m d u l , ~  ha i r s ,  611 f r u i t  thou,@ has 8. dry capwle. rllost f r u i t  hr?s some 
appendage and most are  brightlv coloured a.t some stage during developent. 
Seeds - .- . 

Some species of Dodonaea have a swollen i.takk a.tt?ching the seed t o  the 
ca.psule (nn ail:; yet others em,?, _Dc_yj~c.osa, dont, Similnsly the seeds of 
some species have a see-through i~m3x;~ne ,hyalinej coverin? them. 
IZco 10,~.  

The Kenus tends t o  respond well t o  disturbance such a s  f i r e  nnd rozd 
works. ltYhr& the po ten t i~ . l - to  becme the .'lorniqmt shrub a f t e r  f i r e .  ,'. s 
well 3s  seedlink: growth, some species e.Em uj . r ; i fgJin can shoot from the  
base after f?lzle ,as some species of Irr=>pptu$- d ~ <  Scime species e ,g .  
3, viscosa also reo>vc?r fron drouz'lt very  well. Overrrazing by do~estic -...-- .. ..* - - 
stock cm lee4 t o  zn i n c x e ~ s e  ir, nmbers &o sl;ch an extend thi. .t it cm- becone 
3 problem i n  terms cf cpxrying cn.pn.city. 
&&<ation 
-< -k ,,c 

H a y  species of -J.$gp~+~ w i l l  grow fnirly,re:.dily from seed. Those with 
am mil resnond well t o  the boiling water t r e a h + n t  or  to  nicking,.. biost species - 
nlso do v e 6  well frwl c u t t i r i p .  This method is preferilblc i n  order t o  be .. 
sure of obt~in iny:  the  desired sex. 1% also avoids the poss ib i l i ty  @:I? sowin? 
infer t i le  saed; a hi& -prob~bil i ty  i n  dioucious species, One ,p.;r also 
hn,ve t o  w a i t  6-7 ycr,rs f o r  a pl-ant ,pm frox seed t o  flower. 



Conclusion -. -U_ - - -- 
Judy West concluded her t a l k  with..~lic?es i l l u ~ t r h t i n g  the wide vaxisb i l i ty  

and hor t icu l tura l  &s i rab i l i t y  of the genus. Sone species covered were 
D. ericoides,  the only EdnF$z with opposite 1 e r . v ~ ~ ;  as$,i,o&.z&,, one of - ---.- -- 
only two species with inf la ted  f r u i t  ; ;and D.. z>enazy&, - a very &tr?c t ive  
plant with f ine  leaf le t s .  Judy also noted a couple of species a r e  hnown t o  
be toxic t o  stock. For those interested i n  howin!; more about the genus 
it is covered i n  d e t a i l  i n  Vol. 25 of the 'Flora. of A~stralir?.~. '  

E?Niil!ICE --- 
Brought forwa.rd 39-81 Yostzsc- 19.05 
Subscript ions 12.00 S t  at ionery 4-64 
Donat ions -A? 02. 

, 55.81 :,F3: -6-5 
B?lance t32.12 

I would l ike  t o  thank Canberra and Victori? Regions fo r  t h e i r  donations 
and all Regions f o r  t h e i r  newsletters received r s ~ l ~ r l y .  

My gnrden f 8 I80kLnq g e - , t  at present w i t t  many plants in '  flower, one 
gem ~ o ~ s p o n v o  f1m-u~ - ths ilotive fiangip~mi perfuninit t h e  air. The follow- 
in8  Dodcnaeas pxe puttir.5 on a. good display of various coloured ca.psules r 
D. sinu~1a. t  a, D. het crot?g$c,  k- :ul$ijg@, , D . new spa, -!g,h.~csi,1,1$ , Xl,-muJ$i- . .LC-*--.-. --- - -- --*- m.r D, m e p a , ,  . . .  D. boroniifolie . . _ _  _ -.. and D. ---.#-- viscosa -- -.- s s ~ ~ - e p ~ t ~ u J @ ~ : ,  Our endwic 
D. -- filifornis ---.--dm is producin~: f r u i t  i n  the bush now, but my plants axenlt  obliging 
yet. The male f 1ow;;rs on this species : re  quite specta.cu1a.r , they are  a. 
bright, shiny deep r e d  2nd vexy numerous. b n  7 nd I hcve been hunting out 
the m a l l  and isolated =ens where this snecies govs.  It is l i s t e d  a8 raze 
and enddngered. KIC 

The fes t ive  season i s  he,wly upon us, so may I extend t o  you al1, the 
w - k e s t  wishes f o r  a very Hcl,ppy C h r i s t m a s  and sug,;cst tha t  a good new yeexs 
resolution could be - t o  ,qomnore k d s ,  and t o  xemrt on our successes and 
fs.ilures ( i f  any). 

Greetings , 
J eanet t c Cloes . 


