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Dear Members,

I'm beginning to wonder if I really heve ény active members left.
i study sroup is not a stuly group, if it only has one active nember. '
Please write to me and let he know what is haprpening with your Dods. In the
hugust newsletter I asked a number of questions, the answers would greatly
help our records. I would like some desoriptions of Dodonaeas, we've ‘done’
most of the South Australian ones and it would be nice to know more of other
species.

You may remember tiat I was the organizer of the 186 'yWildflowers
of iustralia' exhibition inrHobart in October. It was a great success and
you'1ll not be surprised to heer that T used our Dodonaea Display Kit supple-
mented with a number of display plants, which I have in tubs and some cut
material. I wss pleased with the presentation.: _If your Region or Brench
are having a Flower Show. please sugrest that they put on a Dodonaea displey
or better still, offer to present it yourself.

farlier this vear I read of the 'iustralisn /irid Lands Botanical
Gordens' which is being developed at Port Augvata, South Australia. I
wrote to John “war, who is the Superintendent for Parks and Gardens of the
City of Port Augusta, offering seeds of Dodonaeaiispecies for the project.
John replied that they would be grateful for such assistance. I then sent
seed of a number of Dodonaeas, which grow in arid areas. I also included
a description of esch,and what little I know of their requirements. This
project should be worth visiting in a few years time.

(.8.G.A.P. Council held a meeting last month. It was a Télecom
Link -up, which was a new experience to most of us, I wes the Tasmanian
delegate. There were a number of Study Group matters discussed and Barbara
Daly, the Federal Study Group Co-ordinstor preseﬁted some items from the
Grevillea Study Group. I hope to be able to report on these matters when
I receive a copy of the minutes of the me:ting.

A friend of mine has offered to help me to produce a more attract—
jve newsletiter, she has access to a copying machine and other clever teohnology
so the new year should see an improvement.

;o A book by Vincent Serventy entitled,fkustralian Native Plants’
hakes mention of the femily Sapindaceae; the femily to which the genus
Dodonaes belongs. He calls it the soapberry fapily, a neme I hadn't heard
before. This is how he describes the family:--
'The neme soapberry comes from the saponin in the plant tissues and several
rainforest species are known as foam-bark trees. The bark was used by
Aborigines to stupefy fish in freshwater pools. ‘/idespread in the
© tropioal world this fanily consiasts.:of shrubs, creepers and tall trees,
such as tulipwood and smaller inland trees such as vwhitewood and bullock
bush.
1t is best known from the 50 or so species of hopbush, half of which occur
in Jestern fAnstralia, The flowers are small but the fruits are gtriking,
' often covering nuch of the!plant add adding o splrsh of red tc the scenes
These reddish capsules have three or four winged adormments and so
resemble the introduced hop plant.r
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In the September, 1Y8( Canberra Region newsletter, Jon Real reports on the
June meeting — DODONAMA S -

15G..P member and CGSIRO botanist, Judy West, mgave a most enjoyable and
informative talk on the genus lLodonsen at the June general n-eting, The 7
following is a sumary of Judy's talk,
General

In the family Sapindacene there are 143 genera, 20 of which occur in
Australia. Dodonaea with 61 species, is the largest genus of this family to
occur in Australia, renging from the tropics, through arid .ustralie, into the
temperate zone. Habitat varies from coastal woodland to spinifex grassland.
The genus tends tc occupy open positions; it is never found in dense forest,
nor in alpine regions. Dodonaen. are woody planta which vary in form from
prostrate to small trees.
Morphology

In an evolutionsry sense, the leaves and fruit are not the nost important
feature of the genus. The number of flower parts and arrangements of the
flowers themselves are nuch more sicnificant.

The leaves of this renus vary greatly. Both pinnate and simple leaves
are found and range from broad to necdle-like. Phe cotyledons are almost
always linear.
Flowexs

Dodonaea flowers are quite insi-nificant; they lack petals. There
are both male and female flowers. liost species are dioecious, i.e. male
and female flowers on separate plants, though some species do have »oth sexes
on the one plant. There cen be a large number of flowers on a singyle plant.

Pollinotion
Flowers of the genus Dodonaen are wind pollinsted.  The flowers certainly
sre not showy attractants. Jind pollination is a chaency affnir, dependant

on random air circulation. The plent's strotegy to 2id wind nollination is

is its wide open structure with sepals well out of the Way. Female flowers

do not have nectar. Some species have long styles projccted well above the
folinge. Male flowers produce large amounts of pollen,; which can travel

long distances and has in fact, been collected more than 2 lm from o populat-
jon. The pollen is small as is usual in wind-pollinated species. Tellen is
released under dry, sumny conditions, ants of this renus are gregarious, o8
is often found emong wind-pollinated species, becpuse otherwise the flow of
pollen is interrmpted. Dodoncea are not found in dense vegetation for the
game reason.

Fruit

4s with the leaves, the fruit of Dodonaga veXry zreatly. Wings on the
fruit can be rounded, dong, horned or lobed and there con also ba sticky
glandular hairs. 411 fruit though hos a dry capsule. lMost fruit has some

appendage and most are brightly coloured at some stage during development.

"~ Some species of Dodonaea have 2 swollen rtalk attaching the seed to the
copsule (an aril) yet others e.g. D. viscose, dont. Similarly the seeds of
gome species have a see-through membrene ghyaline} covering them.
fcolozy

The genus tends to respond well to disturbance such as fire o~nd road
works. It has the potentizl to become the 4Jominent shrub after fire, /s
well as seedling growth, some species e.g. D, pinifolis can shoot from the
base after fire as some species of Lucalpptus dos Scme species e.g.
D, viscose also reosver from drought very well,  Oversrazing by domestic
stook cen lead to an inerecse in numbers fo such an extend thit it can’ become
a problem in terms of carrying capacity.
Propagation

llany species of Dodonaea will grow fairly recdily from seed. Those with
an aril respond well to the beiling water treatmént or to nicking. Nost species
also do very well from cuttings. This method is preferzble in order to be .
sure of obtaining the desired seX. It also avoids the possibility of sowingz
infertile seed; 2 high probability in diocecious species.  (One mey also
have to wait 6-7 yesrs for a plant grown from geed to flower.
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Conclusion
Judy West concluded her talk with-slides illustréting the wide variability
and horticultural désirability of the genus. Socme species covered were
D,_ericoides, the only Dodonaeg with opposite lerwves; 1._petiol 'ris, one of
only two species with inflated fruit; and D._ stenozyga, a very attrnctive
plant with fine leaflets. Judy also noted a couple of species are known to

be toxic to stock. For those interested in knowing more about the genus

it is covered in detail in Vol. 25 of the 'Flora of Australia',!

FINANCE
Brought forward 39.81 Postage 19.05
Subscriptions 12.00 Stationery 4.64
Donations _4.00 =

.55.81 423,69
B.lance §32.12
T would like to thank Canberra and Victoria Regions for their donations
and all Regions for their newsletters received regulerly.

My gorden is locking gre~t at present witlh meny plants in’ flower, one
gem Hymenosporum flavum -~ the Wative Frangiponi perfuming the air. The follow-
ing Dodonaeas are putting on a good display of various coloured capsules:
D._simuolata, D._heteromorpha, D. -wltijuge, D. new sp, (Chinchilla , D, multi-
jume, D. megazyea, D. boroniifolic and D. viscosa ssp. spatulata. Our endemic
D, filiformis is producing fruit in the bush now, but my plants aren't obliging
yet. The male flowecrs on this species :re quite spectacular, they are a
bright, shiny deep red and very numerous. Don ond I have been hunting out
the small ond isolated areas where this snecies gZrows. It is listed as rare

and enddngered.
_ The festive season is hearly upon us, s¢ may I extend to you all,the
warmest wishes for a very Heppy Christmas and sugaest that a good new years

resolution could be — to growrmore Dods. and to Teport on our successes and
failures (if amy).

Greetings,

Jeanette Closs,



