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Dear iembers,
Once zgzin we have enjoyed a fascinating trip expioring Austrzlia's outback.
One of our first stops was at Shepparton, Vicioria where I hed been asked to
speak on slpine plants of Tasmenia. we received a wonderful welcome and saw
some lovely gardens, 1 have since been asked to come and talk on Dodonaeas
next tine we zre in Victoris.

In South Australia I mei up witn Helen Bizzai and Phyllis
Dadswell 'at Fliyllis' nursery in Gawler. We nad a great chet about Dods and
looke® over rhyllis' nursery. Tt is pood to meel members and it makes writing
to then more meaningful. I do hope that members will contzct me if coming to
Tasmenic,

The firot ncw arca thzt we ent to was the Gewler Ranges.
They 2rc nortv of Iron ¥no» +vd west of Tort . 1sta. Ye campad on a sheep
station — Mt, Ive — and to my delight cdur rocis v=ce plont enthusiasts., We
were showr arvound the property and spent a day exploring the area around a huge
salt lake, Lake Gairdner. T found D. lobulata, . viscosa ssp. angustissime,
D. viscosa ssp. mucronata with a narrow leaf. I rather think that this is an
intergrade species-as it is much too far south. D. intricata which I had hoped
to find, eluded us. .

We climbed Ayers Roek in the early dawn aud were astounded to
find D. viscosa ssp. mucronata growing near the top, beneath which was the lovely
Isotoma petrea. We again found D. viscosa mucronata and D, viscosa ssp. angust-
issima in a number of areas. We visited the herbarium at Alice Springs and
were very. kindly given copies of Herbarium collection sheets for the Northern
Territory. I felt sure that with the help of these we would find D._ aptera,

D. platyptera, D. petiolaris, D. coriacea, D. physoc-Tpa and D. lanceolata!

We did find D. physocarpa with its large pinnate leaves and huge balloon—shaped
fruits with a very narrow wing, on the Carpentaria Highway near Hells Gate.

The 'highway' here is a dirt track and quite an adventure. It's on the 'road'
from Borolloola to Bourketown, south of the Gulf of Carpentaria. But I had found
D. physocarpa on a previous trip! I did hope to find some new ones! The only
new (to me) species that I found was at Lawn Hill National Park, which is south
of the Gulf and a truly lovely spot with deep winding gorges, deep water on which
one can canoce and lots of nice walks. This species was D. lanceolata ssp.
lanceolata, a most uninspiring plant! D. viscosa ssp. mucronsta was also there,

I hunted for D. megazyga, my favourite Dod., when we were at
Barrington Tops National Park (north west of Newcastle, N.S.W.). This is a
lovely place-and I highly recommend the Barrington Tops Guest House for warm,
cheerful, inexpensive and really great old fashioned hospitality. D. megazyga
is listed as found here, but we couldn't find it. I would dearly like to get
more cuttinz material of this species - how about it members from N.S.W. and
Queensland?
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So es a Dodonzea hunt, it was fer from successful. Our friends ifelva

Truchanas and Bob and thyl yatt travelled some of the way with us. Bob =nd

¥hyl left us afler Kakedu and headed west. They menaged to collect for ne,

D._peticlaris, D, stenozyge and . inaeguifolia and they profess to know nothing
about Dods.

sSzck in Victoria we visited Bill and Doris Gunn; we looked at their
lovely zerden and they took us to see &n amszing streetscape that has been
developed oy XKevin Hoffman et Lara. Both these people are growing some good
Dods. Cne of the loveliest gardens we saw, was Kath Deery's at Ringzwood.
Kath is the lady who developed Karwarra Gardens at Kalorama, and she is nowv
develoving a larse native garden at the BurnleyHorticultural GCollege, this will
be vorth a visit if any of you are in the are-~,. Kath has a number of
D. sinuolzta ssp. sinuolata plants and as the sun 1lit up their masses of red
fruits, they were a sight to see.

John Simmons who with his wife Marion, has done many trivps aroundi
Australia hunting Asacias, has donated all his slides of Dodonaeas to our
study sroup. Joln is an excellent photographer and his work has featured
in many publications. This is a very welcome addition to our slide bank
and we sincerely thank John for this assistance.

I also wish to thank Tony Bean, leader of the Eucalyptus Study
Group for sending seeds of D. physocarpa. Tony travels a great deal in the bush
and is an excellent plant spotter and collector.

Heather Gulline, a Tasmanian S.G.A.¥F. member recently found a
variegated form of D, viscosa ssp. spatulata in the bush. She has struck cuttings
so I hope to see some plants soon.

Barlier this year I wrote an article for the Western Australian
Wildflower Soeiéty newsletter, requesting assistance in collecting specimens
of some of the lesser known Dodonaeas from the west. I'm not sure if it has
been printed as I have not hed a W.A. newsletbder this year. I also wrote to
Austraflora, informing them that the Dodonaea that they were selling as
D. adenophera, is D. sinuolata ssp. sinuolata. I had an appreciative letter
in reply, so I hape that they have corrected this error. I do hope that
members are checking what Dodonaeas are being sold in their local nurseries.

Tony Bean of the Kucalyptus Study Group requested details of our

.display kit. These have been sent to Tony and to the Study Group €o-ordinator.

The kit has been used at the Maroondah and Geelong flower shows. If any member
has seen it on display, I would welcome some comments or suggestions on how to
improve it. I have been asked to present it as part of. the Study Group
activities at the A.S.G.A.P, Biennial Seminar in Canberra in January, 1988,

I do hope that some of our members will be able to attend and to participate

in the Study Group session.

NOTES FROM MEMBERS

Arnold Sandell wrote of his experience with growing seed, that I
had sent him, Germination was reasonably satisfactory. After germination
they grew quickly to 14", then quite suddenly they started to fall over and die.
Some seemed a bit stronger and about 20 were potted up. Unfortunetely after a
while the same thing happened and he was left with only 1 plant of D. subglandulifera
which Arnold planted out last December. This in enough to put anyone off, I
can only think that they may have grown too quickly initially - can anyone offer
a suggestion, ’
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Moteg fro. ienbers cont.

fendy Linke, a new memcer from Culifornia. U.S.4. is starting up &
nursery, e is growing 1. viscoss, _., lobulata, D. boroniifolia, D. filifolia
and D. triguetra and he is keen to grcw more. e has sent to Nindethana for
more serd end 1 shell send some for tim to try. Randy and his wife hope 1o
visit Austreiia in 1596, We look forwara to meeting them.,

[N

Last month I receiv-d 2 very welcome letter frou Judy West, Judy
left for Lordorn in Geptemover to take up an appointment as the Australian Botanical

Liason Gflicer g Kew Gardens, London Zor one year. Tan is taking study leave at
‘mperiszl College in London and they now heve two little girls, who will go with
them. 'he Laby is now one year old. We do hope that their yesr in the UK.

is a great experience and we congratulizte Judy on her appointment.

' Judy has described the unnaméd lodonaea from Chinehilla, but I
gather thit we can't use ihe new name until if is published. I rang the
Jivision of Flant Industry, C.S5.I.R.C., where Judy was working and they have
promised to let me know when it is published. This is an excellent garden
species, aimoel prostratd with small lobed leaves and red fruits. Val Hando
of Chinchilla has evidently been a grzat help with information regarding this
species.

Doris Gunn wrote seniing specimens of a number of Dods. growing
in ner gerden for me to identify. Si:e has @lso requested more seed =nd
cuttings.

1AL CH neceipts Expenditure
Brought forward 32,12 Postage 34.89
Subscriptions 51.40 tencils 1.50
Hire of display kit 10,00 Envelopes T.59
Uonations 13,00 Receipt Book 1460
T1C6.52 + T 745,58

In hand $60.94 ﬁ?7
If you are unfinancirl,-a red cooss will appenr t.ete

b

LIST OF MiMBERS OF THE STUDY GROUP
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DODONAEA PINTFOLIA

Tis species it evidently i coyried in south—vesto:m Yesterrn Australia.
It extends frem Cue and the Geraliton zrec in ‘he north, to Wongan Hills, further
south to the Stirling Ranges and Ravensthorpe, ani to Peak Charles and Cape Arid

National Park east of Esperence to tn+ east.

It is a very variable plant, wostly spreading to 1.5m. across and to =z
height of 0.2 = 1m. The leaves are simple, linear, sometimes terete, 1,5 -
2.9 cm. long and crowded, The margins are usually entire but freguently
revolute and sometimes with 1 - 4 irregular teeth or lobes.

D._pinifolia flowers from December to March and the 3(-4) angled globose
capsules have erect horn-like appendages to each segment of the capsule. They
are 5.5 - 10mm. x 8 = 11,5mm. and light to pinkish-brown at maturity, which is
late August to November,

It is evidently a good road colonizer and grows in granite and lateritic
rock, or in sendy and gravelly soils, occasionally in sandy loam.

Specimens in our herbarium were collected from Burrendong Arboretym
and by Marion Simmons from two sites in south-west Western Australis. I would
be pleased to hear of anyone, who has grown this species or has seen it in the
wild, Again I would like to thank Karen Stewart for her excellent drawing.,
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Ded.
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