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Dear Members, 

I t ' s  very wet and windy a t  present,  a good time t o  do some writ ing.  

However, I did get outside t h i s  morning and potted up some cutt ings.  I n  May 

I received an exc i t ing  parcel  from the  Austra l ian National Botanic Gardens, 

i n  Canberra containing pressed specimens and cu t t i ng  mater ia l  of: 

D. f a l ca t a  

D. pinnata 

D. hackett iana 

D. platypt  e r a  

D. procumbens D. rhombifoliz 

D. s e r r a t  i f  o l i a  D. t r i f i d a  

and D. viscosa ssg. spa tu la ta ;  but it w a s  D. viscosa ssp. viscosa 

t h a t  I had requested. This and a number of other species which our co l lec t ion  

lacks,  a r e  a l so  not i n  the  A.N.B.G. l i v e  col lect ion.  They have a l l  put out 

good roo ts ,  I only wish more of our members l ived  near me, so t ha t  I coi:.ld 

share these goodies with you. 

However I put t h e  following not ice  i n  our Tasmania Region Newsletter: 

DODOMAEA STUDY GROUP 

A small range of p lan t s  of t h e  genus Dodonaea a r e  avai lable  f r e e  

t o  members of Tasmania ~ g ~ i o n .  These piant s range from groundcovers t o  

medium sized shrubs mid a r e  generally hardy. I n  r e tu rn  t he  Study Group 

would l i k e  t o  know how they stand up &lo conditions such a s  f r o s t ,  sandy s o i l  

e tc . ,  and would welcome cu t t ings  of r e a l l y  gobd specimens. Please r i n g  

Jeane t te  Closs on 491 663. 

A number of members took me up on t h i s  o f f e r  so hopefully i n  the  

years  t o  come we w i l l  get  some feedback. 

I n  June t h i s  year members of S.G.A.P. Tasmania Region v i s i t ed  the  

Allport  Collection a t  the  S t a t e  Library as the  guests of M r .  G. S t i l l w e l l  t o  

view some of t he  ea r ly  botanical  co l lec t ions  includingtBanks Plorilegeum' 

which i s  a col lect ion of copperplate engravings of p lants  col lected on Captain 

Cook1 s. voyage i n  1768 - 'I 771. Specimens were gathered by Joseph Banks and 

k n i e l  Solander and were accurate ly  engraved between 177land 1784 a f t e r  drawings 

taken from nature by Sydney Parkinson. 
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One of t h e  p l a t e s  featured Dodonaea polyandra c o l l ~ c t e d  at Cape 

Fear i n  Queensla.nd. Another p la te  fea.tured DISTOCHOSTDION HISPIDULUS i n  

brackets underneath t h i s  name was DODONOIDES VILLOSA. This plant  was co l l e c t ed  

near the  Endeavour River. Dodonoides i s  obviously an older name f o r  

Distochosternon hispidulus ,  but 'Austral ian Plant Generat - Baines, l ists t h i s  
'. plant  a s  being i n  t he  Kimberleys i n  Western Austra l ia  and i n  the  Northern 

,- 

Terr i tory  - 'a  shrub 1m high with green flowers and red f r u i t  growing among 

rocks ' .  Do the  Queenslamd members know i f  t h i s  can s t i l l  be found on t h e  

Endeavour River where Banks o r ig ina l ly  co l l ec ted  i t ,  or i s  D, polyandra. s t i l l  

t o  be seen a t  Cape Fear, wherever Cap& Fear i s ? ?  

I n  Judy's Revision of the Dodonaeas, i n  the  sect ion e n t i t l e d  

qTaxonomic History of Dodonaea i n  Aus t ra l i a '  she notes t ha t  Bentham and Hooker 

1862, l i s t e d  Dodobea, Distochostemon and other  genera i n  Suborder Dodonaeae - 
one of f ive  suborders of the  fa.mily Sapindaceae. 

I have j u s t  read the  amazing book 'The Greening of Gondwana' by 

Mary E. White. The following i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  quote from t h i s  book e n t i t l e d :  

FAMILY SAPINDACFAE 

'Pollen of Sapindaceae appears i n  the  record a t  the  s t a r t  of t h e  

Eocene. It represents  t he  closed Forest component of t h i s  family, which 

f lour ished i n  t he  Miocene and then declined with contraction of t h e  Rainforest .  

The sc lerophyl l  der ivat ive  of the  family, with pollen r e f e r ab l e  

t o  t h e  modern genus Ibdonaea, en te r s  t he  record i n  t he  Mid Miocene as t h e  Rainforest  

members decline. 

O u r  Dods have been around f o r  a long time! 

Miocene = 23.7 - 5.3 mil l ion years  ago 

Oligocene = 23.7 - 36.6 mi l l ion  years  ago 

Late Eocene = 36.6 - 46 mi l l ion  years  ago 

Early Eocene = 46 - 57.6 mi l l ion  years  ago 

. . . .  . 

DISPLAY KIT 

A number of enquir ies  have been received from Regions f o r  a 

display or cut flowers f o r  t h e i r  flower shows. The outcome of t h i s  i s  t h a t  

my husband, Don, has offered t o  buy my plane t i c k e t s  t o  go up t o  Sydney f o r  

t h e i r  Bicentennial Sydney Wildflower Spectacular  on t he  16th t o  18th  September, 

1988. I s h a l l  t ake  the  Display K i t  a s  wel l  as some cut mater ia l  and do my 

bes t  t o  present Dodonaeas t o  t h e i r  bes t  advantage. Can anyone br ing some 

cut  mater ia l  t o  t he  Bankstown Basketball  Centre on Thursday 15th and he lp  me 

t o  s e t  up the  display? Canberra Ragion and Victor ia  Region, I w i l l  be ungble 

t o  help ,  but perhaps some of our members w i l l  volunteer t o  mount a display? 
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TRACKING DOWN DODS. 

I managed t o  ge t  seed of D. platyptera  from t h e  Queensland Region 

seed bank. This is  one of t he  species I w a s  unable t o  locate  when i n  northern 

Austra l ia  l a s t  year. The seed w a s  evidently sent by Bruce Sanders from 

weiPa(western Cape York peninsula). I have wr i t t en  t o  Bruce asking f o r  more 

*. information and possibly more mater ia l .  

A Tasmanian member, P h i l  Col l i e r  repor t s  tha t  he has found Gunns 

Tree Orchids ( ~ a r c o c h i l u s  a u s t r a l i s )  growing on Dodonaea viscosa ssp. spa tu la ta  

i n  a north-east facing gullynear Brusw River, inland from Swansea on Tasmania.'~ 

ea s t  coast.  This i s  a dainty orchid'with c lu s t e r s  of dainty,fragrant  flowers 

.hanging down beneath s t rap- l ike  leaves. Has anyone e l s e  heard repor t s  of 

brohids being found on Dodonaeas? 

Our friend, Tony Bean, the  leader of the  Eucalyptus Study Group, 

has j u s t  returned from a t r i p  t o  Cape York and the  Gulf country. He w a s  

unable t o  f i n6  13. platyptera  o r  D. o y y p t ~ .  He had been informed tha t  t he  

l a t t e r  w a s  t o  be found a t  Lawn H i l l  National Park, but he simply could not 

f i nd  it. He did manage t o  see D. peduncularis, l a tea , .  f o r  the f i r s t  time. 

H e  a l s o  notes that  his seedlings of D.-megazyga are well over 3Ocm high and 

begging t o  be planted out. 

REPORTS FROM NEPII.fERS 

Lawrie Whitmore, S.A. writes t ha t  he has a r e a l l y  good form of 

D. inaequifolia and hopes t o  share some cu t t ings  with us when it  is  bigger. 

Ida  Jackson wr i tes  of 3). Zepperi, probably t he  r a r e s t  of the  Dods. 

It appears t ha t  there  i s  a recent repor t  of it being found i n  the  southern 

Flinders Ranges - more d e t a i l s  l a t e r .  Here i s  a challenge f o r  South Austral ian 

members t o  f ind,  p r o p a ~ t e ;  but protect  with t he  greates t  care,  t h i s  r a r e  plant. 

Jan Sked has' t'aken on t he  r o l e  of contact person f o r  the  Pine 

Rivers moup, Queensland Region. She has col lected seed of D. rupicola and 
> 

D, triquetm ready t o  be sown. J an  yas involved with t he  landscaping at 

Expo 88, which I mentioned i n  our last newsletter. 

Bunny Holmes has a. . lovely plant of D. microzyga var  acrolobata 

pu t t ing  on a great display of f r u i t .  She th inks  t ha t  t h e  plaht came from me, 

so we hope t o  put some cu t t ings  i n  next year. 

I rene Cullen wr i tes  that she w i l l  be our contact person f o r  the  

Queensland Region. I rene  i s ' on ly  growing one Dodonaea a t  the  present time - 
a very promising looking p ros t r a t e  one of Peter  Althopher's f o r  which she only 

has a number! Perhaps she w i l l  send a specimen and we w i l l  try t o  iden t i fy  it 

f o r  her. 

Our Study Group Co-ordinator, Barbara Daly is  off on another 

Kombi t r i p  'up nor th ' ,  we hope t h a t  she has a great  t r i p  and f inds  some Dods 

along t he  way. 
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MFNBERS ACFSVTTIES 

The following species  a r e  not represented i n  our herbarium. I f  

any of our members has t h e  opportunity t o  locate  any of these species and 

could send a pressed specimen a.nd/or cu t t ings ,  it would be appreciated: 

D. aptera  W.A. D. concinna W . A .  

D. d ivar icata  W.A. D. e r icoides  W.A. 

D. glandulosa W.A. D. i n t r i c a t a  S.A. Gawler Ranges 

D. owpte ra  N.T. & NE W.A. D. pa.chyneura W .A. 

D. polyzyga N.T. & N W.A. D. t enu i fo l ia  &Id. 

D. tepper i  S.B. D. uncinata Qld - Townsville a r ea  

D. viscosa ssp. viscosa Qld - Cape York 

W e do need some members i n  Western Austral ia.  I have made a 

number of appeals but the re  has been no response. We'l l  jus t  have t o  plan a 

t r i p  t o  W.A. soon! 

Please check your last newsletter t o  see what e l s e  you can do f o r  

our group. I have managed t o  get the s l ides  tha t  I w,s  asking f o r  i n  our 

l a s t  newsletter. I w i l l  include a record sheet ,  once again f o r  those who 

forgot t o  send them in .  

The next Federal Conference and Seminar w i l l  be held i n  Hobart 

i n  January, 1990. We do hope t h a t  a number of our members w i l l  be ab le  t o  

attend. On the  s t rength of t h i s ,  I have j u s t  l a i d  out a new Dodonaea bed 
-- 
and have planted one o r  two of each of the  following: 

D. procumbens 

D. biloba 

D. concinna 

D. bu r sa r i i f o l i a  

D. st enophylla 

D. ptarmicif o l i a  

D. rupicola 

D. multijuga 

D. camfieldii  

D. baueri  

D. hexandra 

D. subglandulif e ra  

D. lobulata 

D1 sinuolata 
n 

D: inaequif o l i a  
. C -  - -  - - 

I do hope t ha t  they w i l l  do wel l ,  as it would be a good opportunity t o  show 

SGAPers what beaut p lan t s  Dods are.  

FINANCE 

Brought forward $18.68 
Donat ions 8.11 
Subscriptions 77.00 

Postage 
Stqtionery 
Copying 

lrn 40.87 
I n  hand $62.92 

If a cross appears i n  t h i s  box your subscription of $4.00 is due 



Jbodonaea tepperi F. Muell ex Tepper 

This i s  an extremely r a r e  plant .  It is small and possibly not 

very s ignif icant  . 
J.G.O. Tepper w a s  t he  f i r s t  t o  co l l ec t  t h i s  species at 

Androssan (34'261 S ,  137'551 E) on the  East Coast of the  Yorke Peninsula 
'~ and l a t e r  i n  Spencers Gulf. Other ea r ly  co l l ec to r s  found it i n  t h e  

Gawler Ranges, Port Lincoln and Port E l l i o t t .  The species was rediscovered 

i n  1975 i n  the Monarto area. These areas  have, I beleive,  been c leared 

f o r  f a~ming  and agr icu l tu re ,  so  I r a the r  thought t h a t  D. tepper imay have 

been ext inct .  However, I da  Jackson1; l e t t e r  ind ica tes  t ha t  it has been 

found recently i n  southern Fl inders  Ranges, near Streaky Bay and near 

Cleve; as reported i n  t he  1985-86 South Austral ian Report on Native 

Vegetation. I am at tempting t o  get .a copy of t h i s  repor t  through t h e  

S t a t e  Library. 

Judy West has suggested t h a t  it may be a hybrid; t he  

possible parents being D. hexandra and D. viscosa due t o  i t s  spasmodic 

occurrences. 

It is s m ~ a l l  sveadingsh2ub to 0 . h  high-. me leaves- 
a re  simple, linear-oblong o r  narrow-elliptic 1-1.2 x 0.2-0.3cm, s t i cky ,  

especial ly when young with a taper ing base and revolute  margins. The 

s ing le  flowers appear from December t o  March and t h e  3-4 angled sub-globose 

capsule is  dark-red t o  brown and i r regu la r ly  orange speckled at maturity. 

These capsules a r e  only 4-5 x 5-5.5mr1, so a r e  small but should be i n t e r e s t i ng  

and appear i n  Bugust t o  November. This one plant  at Monazto has been 

studied f o r  4& years  and we hope t h a t  it s t i l l  survives. It probably has 

grown i n  grey sandy c l a x  overlaying limestone. 
. ' 7 ' .  



THE GREENING OF GOKMANA 

by Mary E. White 

This is an excellent book and I would highly recommend it t o  a l l  
members. The f i n a l  paragztaphs a re  worth quoting: 

'The Futurev 

-. When Modern Man came t o  Australia only 200 years ago, h i s  impact . 
w a s  immediately f e l t .  With him came his animals i n  t h e i r  ever increasing 
hordes, h i s  foreign crops and weeds, h i s  insatiable appet i te  f o r  arable 
land and timber and as  he cleared the forests  and a l te red  the  landscape 
he hew l i t t l e  of what he was destroying, and thought l i t t l e  of the 
ultimate consequences of h i s  action. 

What i s  l e f t  unspoilt is  our heritage and our responsibil i ty.  
How dare we destroy overnight!.the miraculous end products of processes 
which were set  i n  motion so many millions of.'years ago tha t  we a re  unable 
t o  visualize time on such a scale. The theme throughout the  ages has 
been co-operation and co-existence, the balance of give and take, the 
a b i l i t y  t o  adapt. Those tha t  have been unable t o  adapt have become 
extinct. 

W i l l  man, l ike  Dinosaurs, be added t o  this l i s t ?  




