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Dear ilember,

At last the revision of the Dodonaeas is out, Entitled 'A Revision
of Dodonaea Miller (Sapindaceze) in Australia’ by J.G. Yest, it is published in
Brunonia 1984, Vol 7. I think this could be rather expensive to buy but
enquiries could be made to the Editor-in-Chief, C.S.I.R.CG.; 314 Albert Street,
BEast Melbourn, Victoria 3002, However, it w1]1 be included in Yolume 25 of: 'The
Plora of Aust#alia' to be published next year, so this volume cculd be worth
ordering. Judy hes also been busy preparing this for publication. I would
like to pass on our sincere congratulations to Judy for producing this monumental
work; which will assist so many people to get to know and identify our Dods..
Judy has sent a copy for the Study Group, so from now on I can be more positive
in identifying the new Dodonaeas for you and I'll let you kmow thel identity of
some of the specimens which you have sent fo mé .in the past, if my filing
systen doesn't let me down. I have tried to keep a reccerd of what you have
sent and what I considered was the species name.

My husband, Don retired in August from his position as Sporting
apervisor for the A.B.C. in Tasmania. He will miss the activities and contacts
which his work has provided for the past 30 years, but we have su many plans, -
projects and cormitments for thée future that there will never be a Spare minute.
The staff presented him with an electric drill, a golf buggy and & new typewriter
Hence a clearer newsletter this time, I hope.

We hme off to Now . ealand next week for three weeks hollday Ve're
not looking for Dods but for Closses -~ our daughter hes researched the Closs
family and has traced some second and third cousins living in New «ealan., so we
plan to call on them as well as see lots of lovely countryside and Go some walking.
Ne:t vear, we pdan a trip to Cape York and Thursday Island, as well as a few days -
on Fraser Island, the A.S.G.A.F. Conferencd and all sorts of fascinating areas
in between, It should be a good opportunity to see some new Dods.

DISPLAG
I've started to put together some meterial fo form a display kit;
which can be sent to Regions 6r branches to promote Dodonaeas at Flower Snowsa
T have had a number of requests for display material from other Regions. Kodak
hsve made two poster sized prints for us. One from-a slide taken by John Simmons
nf Lannceston of D. ptarmicifolia and another from a slide of Judy ‘ Jest's featuring
_ine dmawings of the different types of seed capsules and photos of same, I
would particularly like some of the more unusual seed capsulesq
1. the transverse winged capsules such as:
D. heteromorpha . inaequifolia
D, pachyneura . platyptera
D. rhombifolia . stenophylla
D. temuifolia . truncatiales
2. the lobed capsules such as :
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D. aptera D. baueri
D. bursariifolia D, divericata
D, hexandra D. humifusa
D. peticlaris D. tepperi
3, the horn or awl type capsules such ass
D. caespitose D, ceratocerpa

D. pinifelia
4. the hairy or glandular capsules such ass

D, ericoifes D. glandulosa
D. humilis D. macrossani
D. oxypters D, rupicola
D. triangularis D, trifida

D. vestita
I plan to display a range of these in plastic containers to show the
variation in seed capsule form. I vill also mount soile of the best pressed
specimens that I have and have them cleerly labelled. I am also experimenting
with leaf prints. This will all pack into a box, which can be sent to any
grour. who recuest it, at a small cost tc cover packing and postage.
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SEED BANK
=T Please send a stamp addressed envelope if you are requesting seed.
Donations of seed are alwayve acceptable. If possible put the name of the species,
date of codlection and whether it was collected in the bush or garden and from
what area, on each packet. There is still a lot of Seed being wrongly lsbelled,
so if we can keep records of what we grow and get the material positively
identificd; we can then let the swpplier know if there is any error. If you
are unsure of identification, please include z 8specimen of the plant,
The following species are available at present:

D. adenophora Q. inseguifolisa D. sinuoclata

D. apters ‘ D. lanceolata 3Sp. sinuolata
T, D. boroniifolia var lenceolata D, stenoprylla

D. concinna : D, lchulata D, triangularis

D, coriaces D, Macrossani D. triquetre

D, filifolia , D. ‘microzyga D. truncatiales

B. filiformis ' - S8p. microryga D. viscoss

D. hackettiana D. meltijuge ssp angustissima

fi. hetermorpha D. peduncularis ssPp. burmanniana

D. hexandra D. petioclaris Ssp. cuneata

D, humilis D. physocarpa Ssp. spatulata

D. ptarmicifolia 88D, viscosa.

L warm welcome is expended to the following new memberss—
Keilor Plains Group, C/- R,T. Goonan, 5 Bunarong Closs, Kealba, Vie, 3021.
Burrendong Arboretun, G/- Iir. P, Althofer, 3urrendong Arboretum, Mumbil, N.S.%W. 2820.
S.G.A.P. Canberr Hegion, C/- Jon Real, F.C. Box 203, Civic Sguare, A.C,T, 2608,
Haroondah Group, .C/- Flora inderson, P.0. Box 33, Richmond, Vie, 3134,
Western Australian Wildflower Society; F.0. Box 64, Nedlands, W.A, 6009,

This brings our membership to 22, sadly only 6 of these members could b
classed as active. I wonld urge all members to send specimens for identification,
seeds for the seed bank, subscriptions on time and respond to any request
listed in the newslwdbter.

~
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NOTHS_FROM MIBEIS

Geor-e Althofer from Jellington, N.S.W. has sent me a most impressive
list of Dods growing at Burrendong Arboretum asz well as pany cuttings of Dods.
and Frostantheras., I am horing that I can Bet to see the Burrendong arboretum
on our way to ‘ueensland next yeer, )

Beverlgy O'Keefe from Sprihgsure, Queensland,( spefully another stop on
our trip next ycar) writes that having collected sceds of D._stenophylla from the
Tambo Road, she put them in a slass, poured beiling wzter over them andsleft them
to sit. These were left in the glass and forgotten as they didn't seem to '
swell, One dzy about & month later, she found that they had put ovt smell shoots
(roots) and she pvtted them into little tubes; and since ther inteo 5 pots of loam
sand and animal manure. They seem healthy, so far, though they were only zbout
1" high when Beverley wrote in May . They could be in the garden by now?

Phyllis Dadswell of Gawler, S.L. uses the boiling water treaiment for
see’s, The D, humifusa sezd that Judy West sent, germinated well, unfortunately
7 were enjoyed by a slimy hungry slug. It was scuashed out of recognition
before it devoured any more. From 22 seeds, 17 germinated so Phyllis now has
10 healthy survivors. Phyllis also mentions that the ares where most of her
Dods are planted hss to be levelled to make way for a shade house in the nursery.
In June she had 15 species ready to plant out and another 5 to plant out in the
Spring whén they have grown a little bigger.

Lda Jackson's results with the boiled woter method weee not too godd wiz.
D. lobulata - 24 sceds scalded . . . ) e .

\ 15.5.84 seeds sown
17.6,84 & germinated and wmore germinated later,
D. hexandra - 6 seeds scalded
16.5.84 seeds sown
17.6.84 - germination nil
D. coriacea 36 seeds scalded
19.5.84 seeds sown b
17.6.84 - only 1 germinated
D. lanceolata 24 secds scalded
26.5.84 seeds sown
17.6.84 -~ € germin: ted 2nd more germinated latcr. was your sezd fresh?
Lyn Stewart's experience with seed, also indicates that rretreztment
with boiling water is essention for good germination. I sent seed to Lyn and
only a few came up. Lym says that she wos rother busy at the time and didn't
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pre-treat mhem, just put a fow seeds direct into each bagz, She goes on to say
that she had lots of I, engustissime (D. viscosa ssp. angustissima) seed but it
looked all shrivelled up and useless; so she decided to soak it for a few days,
but went on a school camp for 4 days and forgot th m. When she got home they
were all swollen and they germinated within a week and are still coming up, so
Lyn thinks scaking really is good for them, Lyn iz not only my best correspondent
and , I think, our most active member, but she is also involved in -~a 'Greening
of Australia' project. The . 'Greening of Mallala' is a pilot scheme and it's aim
is to put the local flora back on the woadsides, Lyn mentions that she was
aiming for a thousand plants but the way everything is germinating it will
probably be 2,000, as she hadn't started the Eucalypts when she wrote in June.
The school children clean the seed and fill the bags, then she shows them how
to sow the seed directly in the bags. Good Iuck with this project, ILyn.
We would be interested to hear of cther members who are workirg on similar or
other interesting projects.

I have planted cuf quite a numbe~ of Dodonseas on our block on the hill
and they are doing well. I have lots of cuttings in and they don't look that
good., Does anyone have lots of success with cuttings, and if so, what soil
mix do you use. I suspect that I shoudd use a coarser, better draining mim.

I will be putting a 1lct of seed in next week. iHere's huplng for gocd results.
DODONLEA angustissima :

(Ida Jackson has very kindly written a descrintion of this species for us.
I be1e1ve that -it is Dodonaem viscosa ssp. angustissima as described in the
~evision. )

J.l. Black records this plant for "temperate Australia’, I have seen it
growin: in the Great Victoriesn Desert, which is in the north-west of our ‘“ate
(Smn)9 as well as on Xangaroo Island. It is a slender, upright single trunked

shrub, usvally about 2m. high, but I have seen it growing as a small tree.
There are separate male and female plants. The fruits are 3, rarely 4, winged
10-18mm long and broader than long. The cclours renge from pale lemon through
orange to deep crimson. ~ The 'hops' grow in bunches and are very attractive
when ripe. Both male and femele flowers are insignificant. This Dodonaea
was formerly D. atternusta and had a subspecies D. attenuats var llPe”ron

Now they condider that species and subspecies blend into one another, On the
Islend, the type has narrow lancevlate leaves 2-4mmbroad; the subspefies has
leaves 1-2mm bro-d and it is easy to distinguish the two,

Althoush the female flowers obviously need pollen to produce seed, without
fertilisation these will still produce their bunches of 'hops'. In the only
specimen I have seen growing like this, the hops were very pale. Without more
experiment it is impossible to say whether the 'hops' were pale becausc they did
not contain fertile seeds or whether they were pale for some other rer B0N.

{Other members may wish to comment on Ida's observations).

UMBERIUG SFECIMENS !
I've tried cut a system with Lyn, using numbers to help ksep track of the
many specimeng that are sent to me. I plan to give all active members a
menbership number, perhaps I could give all members a number to encourage
ther tc send material., Lyn's number is 100, she will then use her own
numbering system to keep record of what she sceuds me , then she can 2dd the
date. So her first specimen is labelled 100-1-7/84
her second specimen is labelled 100-2-9/34. If she Beeps a
duplicate specimen ifi her file with the same number cn it, I can just refer
to that number. Please let me know if this is not clear.

YOUR MEMBERSHTP NUMEBER IS / /900

FINATICE
T Balence brought forward § 12.04 Posta ¢ 13,75
Subscriptions 18500 Seed 4,00
Donaticns 6,00 Fosters 30,00
Stetionery 1.12
1 36.00 448,57

Debit balance 12, 83
As from now I plan to increase the subscription to $3, this should ccver
regular expenses and allow a little towards setting up display naterial

YOUI ARE FINANCIAL __
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION GF §3 1S DUE ON 27158

I e e e T ——
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EXTRACTS FROM 'FLOWERING PLANTS IN (USTRALIA! . .
Ed, by B.D. Mcrley and H.R. Toclken

SAPINDACEAL Hop bushes
Mogt of the species of the family are trees and shrubs and abcut 15 per cent of
the species are climbers,

Distribution

The family exhibits a predominantly tropicel and subtrepical distribution, with
sime extension into temperate regions, Its greatest centre of diversity is in
the scuth-east Asian region,

{Then follows a botenical description of the fanily entitled Diagnostic features.
There is a botanical key tc the family also,)

Clessification

The fanily is cleosely related to Melianthaceae, Aceracese and Hippocastanaceae,
the last two often being includcd in Sapindaceae.

Classification of the genera into two sub-fapilies and 1% tribes seems to be
generally accepted, The Australian genera belong to 10 of these tribes, the
majority being included in Cupanieae and Dodonazeecae. Dodonaes is the largest
and most wide-spread genus in Austrelia.

Motes

Many genera are cultivated for ornamental end economic uses. Of the ornamental
species Koelreuteria paniculata is probably the most widespread., Cardiospermun
halicecabu:, the balloon vine, is grown for its bladdery fruits end Xanthoe-ras
sorbifolia; a deciduous shrub, for its attractive flowers. Several species of
Dodonaea, hop bushes, are cultivated for their attractive foliage and brightly
coloured fruits.

Several economically important food plants belang to Sapindaceae genera, Litchi
chinensis, litchi or lychee, is native to China, but is widely grown in treopical
regions for its edible aril. Blighia sipidz, a tree native to lest Africa, is
cultivated for its fleshy aril, which is edible when cocked. Nephelivm lappaceum

-the rambutan, and the Buphorbia longan, the longan, are also cultivated for their
fruit., S

Notes This section was provided by J.G.West and featured o coloured picture of
Dodonaea lobulata with fruit, I hadn't realised that our Déds are closely
related to the families of the Maple and the Chestmut, the seed capsules of these
genera co resemble the winged fruit of many Bodonazas., I was also interested

to note that the lychee and the rambutan, twvo fruits of which I am ver v ford

are nembers of the Sapindacece family. Ve ate cuite g lot of rambutans when ih
tlalaysia some years agc. J. C.

RECUESTS
» 1. Have you been asking at nurseries, if they grow Dodonacas, I would like
to know the result.
2, Ida responded to my recquest and wrot: the description of a species.
Would another member do cne for the mnext newsletter. I will try and get one
out about March next year, spiiules
3. Plense send sesdd, ds listed on. page
similar to prevent ‘them from being crushed.
4, Could anyone do a postee sized drawing of n Dodonsea for our display

. and pack in a maichhox or

—A

kit,

Thanks to menbers, who have sent cutting materinl, sceds and pressed
specimens for our herbarium. Special thanks to Mercondah group ond Canberra
Region for their donaticns. four comments and criticism of the newsletter would
be welcone as weculd contributions. idthough Christmam is a gond way off yet
I would like to wish you all the best for the festive sossan, i ogood New
Year resclution would be to grow more Deds and get your griends growing Dods.

Repards,

Jeanette Closs,

P.S. ‘nother thank you to Judy West whe is sending an article to be includcd
in this newsletter.



