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NEWSLETTER MO, 6 -  NOVEMBER, 1985

Leaders Jeanette Closs,
7 Vyella Court,
Austins Ferry, Tas. 7011,

Dear Members,

The last newsletter went out about two wecks before we left on our
trip for Cape York and other interesting places, -nd we've been back just
two weeks as I commence to put this newsletter dogether.

In Canberra we stayed with S.G.4.P. friends; David and Jeny licKenzie,
then I spent some time with Judy Vest at C.S.TI.Rt.0. Judy was her usual
helpful self and ironed out a number of gueries for me. She has offered to
help with materials to extend the display kit.

On our way through Sydney, after secing our two lovely grandchildren,
we called on Betty Rhymer, who was organising the N.S5.'!. Plower Show and left
the Dodonaea Study Group display kit with Betty. @ H.S.Y. Region had written
asking if they could borrow the kit for their show, and I gather that they
were very pleased with it. I'd like to thank Teter filthofer for sending
live material to supplement the displey. Ii.S.W. have promised to send me a
photo - it will be interesting to sce how they set mn the display material.

Ve were unable to get to see Beverley 0'Keeffe, but I did ring her
and we had a chat, she h:d hoped to get tc the Carnoven Gorge, but unfortunately
didn't make it. Haybe we will meet up another time, Beverley.

Ve spent two hights with Val and Roy Hando, who wers able to show us
a numbcer of Dodoraeas, including an unnamed species, that is found only in
the Chinchillz and ililes area of Queensland. It is a semi-prostrate shrub
and would make an attractive rockery plant. A number of us arc growing it.
I have scnt material to Judy, who hns undertaken to name and describe it,; so
that it can be officially rccognised. We also saw D. macrossani for the first
time., It is also a semi=prostzate nlant with very tiny leaves and hairy three
winged fruits. VWhoops!i! this was on the way back not on the way up.

We stayed with newly-made S.G.A.F. friends in Walkamin on the Atherton
Tablelands, Peter and Abne Ratke, who have now joined the Study Group. They
are a very enthusiastic couple; who I think will be active members of our Study
Groun., ¥hilst showing us their lovely native garden, I w.& ploased to £ind
a numbver of striking plents of D, pelyandra, with its large nevy-blue-ish pods.
Ye later saw magses of this beanty in arcas of the Cape York peninsule, but were
able to cecllect only a2 little seed as in most cases the insects had got there
first. Unfortuneately ny slidss of this plant haven't turned out very well.

I did get a good slide of huge nests that the green ant makes out of the leaves
of D. polyandra.

Our trip to Cape York and over to Thursday Island was a great adventure,
the rough roads and creek crossings providing meny & thrill.

We found D. trianguleris in a couple of arers in the Bilocla - Monto
region: and two distinctly different forms. WYe spent 5 restful days on Frauer
Island (I defingtely recommend that for a holiday) and. saw D. triguetra with
large novy-blue capsules — I thought I was se¢ing more D. polyendra at first,
also heavily fruited plants of D. viscose ssp. burmenniana

After leaving the Handos at Chinchilla, we followed the S5.G.A.P.
pre~Conference bus tour to Carnarvon Groge, whot a wonderful place that ist
Walking on Clematis Ridge, we found some peaptiful plants of D, filifolia
and D, vestita, the only plants that cutshone these Dods, were the Flannel
Flower, actinotis helianthi and then only just!
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The Confercnce in Brisbane was well organized and 21l business dealt
wgth ip]the one dey. The Convention that fellowed was full of interest and
délightsg. The greatest delight would hzve been the Wild Foode ifternoon Tea
and Tea Party, put on by the Pine Rivers $.G...P. Branch. I'11 enclose a
copy of the menu - it was unbeleivably good. Lyn Stewart manzged to get tc
the Conference, although she had th-ught thet it wasn't going to be possible.
It was great to get to know her betier. We hesrd meny excellent speake~s
and saw some lovely slides - my talk on 'Four Seascne in the Tasmonion Alps!
was well received, Yo visited some lovely gardens, but only saw a couple of

Deds in the gardens., Graham Hosworthy had a lovely plant of the un~named
“Dod. from Chinchilla, hanging over a rodk wall. Pat and Harvey Shaw had a
couple of Dods. Harvey is guite 2 hand at grafting, so I susgestod that he
night try grafting female cuttings onto male plants, Doris Gunn from Ocean
Grove, Vic. has joined ouwr group and is kcen tc lecorn more. iy husband,

Don develnped quite a tan whilst we were up north and Bill Gunn, Doris' husband
called Don the 'Abo driver whe drives Jeecnette from one Dod to another!', Ve
had a lot of fun.
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Whilst at the Conference we hoord thet I, nmegaz 22, which has the
largest leaf of all the Dods - it is pinnate with 2 winged rachis - is in the
Lamington National Park aren. David Hockinge, fueensland:Ragion Presidant,
drew 2 'mud nap' for me, so after leaving Brisbane, Don and I went on a scarch
for D, megazyga, we nearly gave up, but with the help of a Ranger, we found
it in Springbrook National Park. It'z a real treasure - a very erect shrub
nestly 2 - 3m highvwith the interesting pinncte leaves from zbout 8 - 16cm long.
The palish-pink capsules wre threc winged and hung Aaintily in small clusters.
It is recorded along the eastern side of the Creat Dividing Range right down
to Sydney. Yhy aren't more people drowing this delightful small tree. Rven
my tolerant but rather disinterestcd husband got excited about this one. it
have twe struck cuttings from meterial sent to re by George slthofer from
Burrendong LArbhoretum. Their plant has since dicd but they hhve cuttings in,

Ve then found D. hirsuts in Giraween Hational Park, a lovely dainty
plant. In Mt. Foeputnr NWationzl Park, we found messcs of D. viscossa SST.
anguatifolia, also D. borecniifcolia, Yie got. badly nislaid in the Pillaga
serub, but we found D. heteromorvha, with it's dainty transverse wings, not
unlike the fruit of D, negazygn, but this species has sinple and sdinnate
leaves 23 it's nome suggests, Then ot Cconnbmrobron; we found D. microzyza

I spent holf o dzy with Peter Althofer ot Burrendong srboretun o
Wellington, where I saw sore Deds. than I've cver scen before. Peter showed
ne every one that they are growing mnd we checked nnd correcte? the identity
of scme of then. I got a specimen of most of then for tur herbari DG
Just didn't have time for photogrovhs, What an ennzing collection they have
2t Burrendong; do visit them if in this arcs, Join the .rboretun Asscciaticn

T

and nzke n donatinn to help maintain this comnm i

ehensive collection of ‘ustralian
plants,

Ve sow go nmuch and I'n sure we nissed so much also, but it w-s a groat
trip and I de thank all those people whe were so kind to us. I met Tony 3ean,
Leader of the Bucalyptus Study Grour at the .Conference and he very kindl¥ sent
ne cuttings, secd and pressed specimens of D. rupicola, which only grows in the
Glasshouse Hountoins areao., Tony found about 100 plants near Saddleback Mt,
about 80% of which were moles. He asks 1is this usuzl?f I'm not sure
can ~nyonc tell ne?

CONFEATINCE

We had o Study Group leaders neeting 2t the Conference, Jo Wolker
presented a comprehensive report and nctified us that she was resigning 2s
Stuly Group Co-ordinator, but thot Barbora Daly ha? agreed to toke on the job.
Welcome to Barbara, and thanks to Jo for a job well Ache. It wos stressed
that all menbers of Stuly Groups must be fincneinl nebers of S.C.A.F. - I
think that 311 our membera o~re? hey heve asked that 211 Study Group
subscriptions become due on 30th June ench year. This ngkes it easier for
Region and Branch treasurers to send subscripticns 2ll ot the one tire.
S0 please 2ll send your subscriptions of §3 by June 30th, 1986 an? if you
hove pnid recently send only £2, not{3 to nmake up thc difference. I'11
give you another rcninder before June 1986.
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CUTTING EXCH.IIGE

I have come to the conclusion that we would be well advised to suggest
thet neople only grow Dodonacas from cuttings of female plents, sc thot they
can be sure to get plants displaying seed capsules., There is stiil rcom for
growing from seed, cspecially where cne has roon for planting v or more of
each species. It aprears that female plent® will produce tapsules without
help frop the nales, but any seed within the copsules is unlikely to be
vaable, What do members think of this suggestion?

‘ I would be harpy to try for a cutting exchange betwesn active
nenbers. If active members would likc to list the good fruitingz species that
they are growing, I will list thesc in ths next newsletter. You would send
211 requests for cuttings to the person growing them and on receipt of the
cutting naterial, you would send a cheque (or other) for the cost of the postage
plus 50c. for packaging to the gmower/supwlicr by RETURN M.IL.

GROWTH CHART

Further to Barb Bailey's suggestion, I am enclosing a form for you
to f@ll in, supplying any rclevant information zbout Dods that you arc
growing ond the conditicns in which they arc growing. This infornotion
will help towards our articles for the iustralirn Plants Jeournal, I hoven't
received any articles, except for the descriptions incluled in past news—
letters, prepared by Borb Bailey, Plense nut pen to paper, dear menbers.

RANCE
Subscriptions 28,00 Debit brought ferward 18.20
Donations 8.00 Tostoge 9.66
Hire of display Disploy kit 17.09
kit =10.00 Stoticnery _3.82
46,00 48,77

Credit balance $2.77

Donations were reccived fron Pine Rivers Branch, Bld., Ids Jackson,
Doris Gunn and Canberra Region. Many thanks to these peoplc. As you can
see we rre no longer in the red,

DISPLAY KIT

So far the display kit has cost $109.17. 7 felt that if T make =2
charge of $10 plus freight for the aoan of it, we would socon recoup that noney,
then I cnuld possibly reduce the fec. The main cost will be frieght. Ipec
is the cheapest quote thnt I have an? that is 215 each way to any addréss
(prepaid). This will mean a total cost of {4C, unless cheaper freight can be
orgonised, Please let ysur Flower Show cormittees know ¢f this and let me
know if they wish tco book o Adate. The box weighs about 141b and is Secn deep
x 55cn x 80cr and has a ronge of display natcrinl.

HEVW MEMBERS

I would like to welcome the following new nembers:
Foothills Group, Vic. Region, P.0. Bex 65, Boronin. Viec. 3155
Mrs. Doris Gunn, 37 Loch ird Drive, Ocecon Grove, Vic. 3155
Fine Rivers Group, 613. Region, C/- WMrs. Wilna Brown, Robinsen RA, Mt, Mee 4521,
inn & Peter Ratke, P.0. Box 220, Walkarin. GQ13. 4872,

NOT.S FROIM MEMBERS

I don't think I mentioned in the last newslerter that Ida Jackson
sent me 2 slide of D, hunilis, nmsny thanks for this donati:n, Ida, Tda also
reports 2 50% germinati-n of D. hunilis sced celleected locally. Ida vas
leaving on a prolonged trip to W.,... on Lugust 14th, We look forward to
hearing of her trin.

Doris Gunn wrote that she has secd ~f D. cunecta, which should be
D. viscosa gsp. cunenta and D, borcniifelia. This is the start of her Ded.
collection, which will be planted in their grrden, wnich is nerr the sea -

so windy and cn linestone! Vie'll be pleased t: henr what species flourish.
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Malcoln Hunt wrote requesting seed, so another active member on the
ways I hope, Lyn Stewart borrowed my slides of Dods. for a talk she gave
to their local group in August. Lyn also sent scme mere really good drawings
of Dodonaeas. The artist is Karen, Lyn's 14(or is it 15) year old dsughter,
I'm not sure how to put these to the best use. Perhaps I should kecp then
for ourfiustralicn Flants' issue. If they are not usec then, I will include
then in our newsletter with desceiptions or in our display kit. Many; nany
thenks Kaoren anéd Lyn. Karen would like specimens of Docds from other states
(thon S.ixw) tc draw, perhaps members could oblige.

Chris Howard cf the Verribbe Group writes that he has 3 D. hicrozysa
plents about 10-15cm high and a D. procumbens about 30 -40 cm hish and about
as wide. Fren sced fronm our seodbenk Chris has 6 D, _hunilis, 6 D, macrossani
and 3 D. lobulata plants, Another actiwve member on the way?

May I wish you all a very Heppy Christmas and the very best wishes

far 1986,
Yours sincerely ! .
) /mw/f /g/w
ey

LIST OF SPECIMENS COLLECTZD FOR OUR HERBARIUM ON CAPE YORK TRIP

Burrengdceng srboretun Gueensland New South VWales

D. triquetra D. triquetra -U. viscosa

D. Hunifusa D. negnzyga ssp. angustifolia
D. stenozyga D, hirsuta D, vismosa

D. vestita - nale . (un—narmed) 8SP. spatulata
D, vestite - female D, tricngularis D, hetercnorpha
D. micrczysn D. viscosa ssp spetulata

D. multijuga D, polyandrec

D. baueri D, ¥iscosa ssp. burmanniana

D. adencphora D, triquetr:

D. hunilis D, pedunculcoris

D. nacrossanii D, filifelia

D. rupiccla D, vestita

D. truncatisles - nale D. boroniifolia

D. truncatizles - female D. viscosa ssp. angustifolia

D. heteroncrpha

D. sinuclata ssp. acrodentata

D. preccunbens

D, pinifolia



FILTERED  CAPSULE

COLOUR
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SPECIES






