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Greetings to all Epacris Study Group members.
It may seem strange to many that the weather is such a common topic of conversation in Australia,
but to all garden enthusiasts it really is so very significant. In recent months it has also been of extreme
significance in other areas of the world also. England was recently devastated by flooding rains and areas of
the USA experienced the heaviest snowfalls in living memory. Here in Australia there have been the
extremes of cyclones and heavy rain in the north while some areas of southern Australia had to cope with
the hottest summer for many many years. Sadly this also led to bushfires in Victoria, New South Wales and
South Australia.
The fires came particularly close to the homes and gardens of several Australian Plant Society
members in the Wimmera region of Victoria, and a small item, supplied by the Raleigh family of Wartook on
page 6 almost gives us the feeling of being with Royce and Jeanne as they fought to save their property.
Epacris study group members have, for several years now, been recording the flowering times of
Epacris in both gardens and bushland areas.
All of this information has been recorded on computer, including separate listings for each year of
flowering.
In this issue of the EPACRIS STUDY GROUP NEWSLETTER we have now included a précis page,
giving the flowering times for the various species recorded, without listing the separate year in which the plants
were observed in flower. The specific year could be important in the future if it is found that climate change is
affecting the flowering season of particular plants.
In the meantime, you may like to use the page provided in this Newsletter to mark in flowering times in
your garden during 2014.
It should be a very simple task to take the sheet into the garden, even just once a month, and put a
cross in the appropriate square if plants are in flower.
The larger Capital X has been used if members have indicated that a plant is in FULL FLOWER in a
particular month. If this has not been mentioned a small x has been used as a simple indication of the flowering
period.
We hope that 2014 will be a good year, for both you and your garden. If you are travelling away from
home you may come across some species of Epacris which you haven’t grown or even seen before. Please
feel free to share these experiences via our Newsletter.
The deadline for items for our Spring issue will be September 1st. 2014.
Happy gardening,
Gwen Elliot
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The AUSTRALIAN NATIVE PLANTS SOCIETY (Australia) Inc.
BIENNIAL CONFERENCE - 2013
At the Alexandra Park Conference Centre, Qld.
A very successful Biennial ANPSA Conference was hosted by S.G.A.P. Queensland Region in August
of last year.
Unfortunately we were not able to attend with an Epacris Study Group display, but Barbara
Henderson, leader of the Wallum and Coastal Heathland Study Group kindly offered to provide a
display on our behalf.
With the assistance of her daughter, who does any computer work needed, Barbara was able to set up
a quite impressive display on Epacris and the Epacris Study Group.
Sincere thanks to Barbara for her assistance.

Epacris species included on the List of Threatened Flora
Under the Environment Protection Biodiversity Conservation Act.
Maria Hitchcock and Bob Ross of the Australian Plants Society in New South Wales have been
instrumental in the recent formation of a SAVE OUR FLORA PROJECT.
This project aims to create a national register of gardeners and conservationists who are growing or
would like to grow threatened native plants.
At the project launch in November 2013 Maria and Bob indicated they would like to find out who is
growing which plants and if they are available for others to grow.
They would like to share seed, cuttings and information as well as articles, photos, videos, websites
and blogs about threatened flora. They would also like to hear about specialist nurseries who are supplying rare
or threatened varieties.
They have undertaken to share this information through regular electronic bulletins and perhaps a
Facebook page, where photos and comments can be posted.
They asked for the initial bulletin to be passed on to anyone interested, and encouraged readers to join
them in this exciting new venture.
The Environment Protection & Biodiversity Conservation register includes the following Epacris species.

Listed as critically endangered - Epacris graniticola, E. limbata, and E. stuartii
Listed as endangered - Epacris apsleyensis, E. barbata, E. exserta, E. glabella, E. grandis,
E. hamiltonii and E. virgata

Listed as vulnerable - Epacris acuminata and E. sparsa.

If you are growing any of these species, or know of nurseries, regional public gardens and other places
where they are being grown, Maria and Bob would love to hear from you.
By the time SAVE OUR FLORA, Bulletin No. 2 was issued in December 2013 the group had 83
individual members plus 12 group memberships, including the Epacris Study Group.
Membership is FREE,
and all bulletins are sent electronically only.
You can contact SAVE OUR FLORA by email at saveourflora@gmail.com. Alternatively
you can contact Maria by phone on 02) 6775 1139, or ring Bob on 02) 6495 0306.

Congratulations and best wishes to Maria and Bob on this new and important project.
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Australia Day Honour for PAUL KENNEDY OAM
Family, friends and members of the Australian Plant Society were thrilled to learn of Paul Kennedy
being awarded an Order of Australia Medal in January, for his services to Conservation and the Environment,
through his membership of the Australian Plant Society.
Paul is currently leader of the Hakea Study Group. He has previously been President, Secretary and
Treasurer of APS/SGAP Victoria and has been active in regional groups throughout the state.
It is great to see members of APS and our native plants receive recognition through the Order of
Australia Awards. If there is someone in your region who you feel is deserving of such
recognition, check out the Order of Australia Awards for information on how to nominate.

Warm congratulations Paul, from members of the Epacris Study Group

World Architecture Festival
LANDSCAPE OF THE YEAR AWARD - 2013
The World Architecture Festival Awards are considered by many as the “Olympics of Architecture”.
Three major awards were announced at a Gala Dinner Ceremony, held in Singapore on October 4th, 2013.
The prize for Landscape Architecture came to Australia, with the major competition being from gardens
in Thailand, the United Kingdom, Lebanon, Sweden and China.
For Australian native plant enthusiasts it is even more significant and exciting, in that the “World
Landscape of the Year Award” was awarded to a garden of Australian Plants.
The winning garden was the Australian Garden at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Cranbourne, Vic.
designed by the firm of Taylor Cullity Lethlean in conjunction with Paul Thompson.
The Awards Jury commended the project, saying “This garden brilliantly summarises the great variety of
Australian flora as well as the large part of the country which is arid desert. Like a botanic garden, it is a
collection of difference, but with a strong unifying set of journeys through the various landscapes . This
landscape stood out with its originality and strong evocation of Australian identity without having to use any signs
or words - just the beautiful flora of Australia’s countryside!”
All gardens of Australian plants are very special to members of our ANPSA Study Groups, whether they
are private collections or public gardens.
It is really great to see a young garden such as the one at Cranbourne receiving international
recognition in this way.
There are now many horticultural enthusiasts from overseas who are coming to Australia with the Royal
Botanic Garden at Cranbourne on their “must see” list, and interstate visitors also making a point of visiting
Victoria and Cranbourne.
You can find out more about this garden via the website - www.rbg.vic.gov.au

The fight to save ‘Wartook Gardens’ - January 2014
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Royce and Jeanne Raleigh have an extensive garden of Australian plants, including many Hakeas and other
members of the Proteaceae family, plus of course a number of Epacris.
We felt members of the Epacris Study Group would be interested to share in their experience of trying to
save their house and garden recently.
Thursday night (Jan 16) we could see red sky for 180 degrees just before midnight. The fire was still some 5 km away over the hills
to the north of us. By 2 am it was obviously closer but we could only see few flames. Local fire brigade members called in to try to get us to
leave but we decided to stay. Within the next 40 minutes the fire had jumped northern Grampians Road between Wartook and Brimpaen Rd
turnoff as was racing as fast grass fire to Brimpaen and we had about 250 degrees of bright red sky and we could actually feel the
temperature rising. At this stage we lost power and phone.
Shortly after all the land to the north of us was alight and almost to the Northern Grampians Rd. It crossed the road 100 metres
Horsham side of our gate and proceeded to go right around us and continued on behind us. We had all the creek area and the land behind all
rotary hoed - about 8 acres. By just after 4 am the same local fire brigade members returned to see how we fared and the first thing the
Captain said to me was "I don't believe it, your garden is not even scorched!"
When daylight arrived Jeanne and I went out with the Fire Unit we bought just prior to Christmas and began mopping up along the
road and we were in a relaxed mood thinking how lucky we had been and had the generator operating the dam pumps.
However the SW wind change came in much earlier than any one had predicted and we soon saw great plumes of black smoke
coming from the southwest towards the Asses Ears behind us. It swept past the Asses Ears and followed the terrain and came towards us
from the south and looked like heading up our east side (that had not been burnt in the first strike ). It was bizarre. Jeanne and I were putting
out spot fires with a northerly wind and in the next paddock it was obviously a SW wind.
At one stage we had 5 helicopters drooping water plus a fixed wing plane dropping fire retardant. One load landed on us in the
paddock. Half way across the paddock the SW wind ran into the Northerly but still the aircraft were making no impression. At one stage the
helicopter dropped its bucket of water 100 meters in front of us- a bullseye hit on the flames, it momentarily appeared to be out but within 2
seconds it all flamed up again.
We had doused all our side of the fence when we saw a huge plume of black smoke behind the house. We raced around to the
polyhouse and were dousing this when a voice said do you need assistance Jeanne said yes and he quickly got a tanker in.
We went round to refill again only to find there was no water in the taps. I ran out to the pump with the generator and pump still
working but the suction line had collapsed in the heat and about 3 metres of the power cord to the pump had melted. By this time the tanker
had run out of water with the fire making its way along the creek and beyond.
Another tanker arrived and I took the other tanker to our big tank 108,000 litres to refill. It was only half full because we learnt later
the supposed fire proof relief valves and fittings which have to be above ground had melted and they were losing water all over the place. With
a helicopter overhead with siren going as it wanted to drop its load we decided to leave and were escorted up to Laharum about 1.30 pm. The
fire with the wind change was far more frightening than the main fire front coming through at first.
We could not believe the number of huge redgums that were across the road between the Wartook Pottery and about 2 km north of
the Brimpaen Rd turnoff…..
We were able to find out about 9.30pm Saturday that the house was OK. It is a bizarre feeling not knowing one way or the other.
We were finally escorted in Sunday afternoon just to look at the house and to decide whether or not we wanted to return home
permanently. The driver was amazed and so were we, that we were virtually unscathed. No house damage and a couple of spot fires had
taken out an area of the garden about the size of half a tennis court. The lawn by the drive and much of the dam fencing is burnt. Jeanne's
propagation area of cuttings is still Ok and we will only lose a few of the 2000 plants in the polyhouse. But we have lost a lot of fencing. We
had to go back again to Laharum to get police authority so that we could get past the police roadblock on our own to go home. That took
another 3 hours.
We finally had the power restored at 5 pm this afternoon (Monday) so at least we have email. When the phones and the power went
out we had no way of contacting anyone - quite frightening when it happens to you.
What an experience!
With the Grampians fire of 2006, Grampians flood 2008 and another Grampians fire 2014 the place has taken a battering. This one
was a very hot fire. The temperature on the Friday just north of Horsham was 47 degrees.
We are now safe and looking forward to some rain. We have already noticed that the garden has become a refuge for bird life. We have never
seen so may blue wrens. It is great.
Love to all Royce & Jeanne
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Epacris Study Group Membership
There are now two options available to members of the Australian Plant Society / Society for Growing Australian
Plants and affiliated groups to also be members of the Epacris Study Group.
Members who wish to receive the Newsletters by post in spring and autumn each year can do so for a membership
fee of $5 per year for Australian members or $10 p.a. for overseas members. Your membership expiry date is printed in the
top corner of the postage label.
For new members who wish to receive the Newsletters by email a joining fee for both Australian and overseas
members will now be $5.00 which will cover receipt of all Newsletters issued through to June 2015. Current members
receiving newsletters by email are financial through to this date also.
For any queries regarding membership, please contact the Study Group Leader,
Gwen Elliot, Villa 81, 72 Kangan Drive, Berwick 3806
Email - gwenelliot@optusnet.com.au

Epacris Study Group Membership form.
NAME...........................................................................................................................................................................................
ADDRESS…………………………………………………………………………………………………..POSTCODE......................
Phone...........................................................................Region of APS/SGAP Membership .................................................
I/We wish to receive future Epacris Study Group Newsletters by
a)



MAIL

b)



EMAIL to E-mail..........................................................................

Please make cheque or money order payable to Epacris Study Group
and post to Mrs. Gwen Elliot, 81/72 Kangan Drive, Berwick 3806

