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Thank you to all who have paid their subscription since the last newsletter waa post& your receipts am 
enclosed. 

I seam to have been apologizing at the start of each newsletter for the lateness of the n e w s l ~ .  This is no 
exception, I noticad that the work on thZs one started back iu &ly December, soon after I received the excellent 
rapmb on the Weekend Gatheriug held at the homes of Ken & Elizabeth Warnes at Owen and Beverley & Ian 
Rice at Dutton. The reports speak for themselves and reflect the dmaiaam experienced wer the w w d .  
Thank you Ken & Beverley fir the work put into organising the event. 

S i n o e ~ I k v e ~ ~ ~ s t a r t o ~ l a r d & ~ . F ~ y M y n r i r , l a s d t o ~ v e a a ~ o n ~ l e f f  
knee just before Christmas. This was fbllowed by ow dfqhter having to undergo su rpy  fbr breast cancer a 
couple of days b b b  Christmaey this being followed by chemotherapy which continues to beyond the prosant. 

- - - + s d i r s k  dama~h-d 
say there haaaot beem a lot df a t m t h  piven'k, a nuBbr of &. 
been deprived of your dme &ie3 of the newil* im'the 
membership payment for the 2014 year - which would be due h Junei this year. The passbook account ie very 
healthy and we haw not paid out any&hing re newsletters since last October, so you will h a w  only received one 
COPY. 

Siace writing the above I have spent eight days in hospital with clots on my lunga and just after I returned home 
I havo had a rspeat o f h  lower back problems, with the same symptoma as I had almost 3 yeara ago. As anosult 
we tog- am a rather poorly bun& and are limited in movement, and this time round I m o t  drive. 
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At the National Confbrencc, held on the Sunnhiae Coast last August, a matter was raised rqpding the 
membsl.ship of Study Groups in general. According to our APS rules Study Ordup membership is available to 
~ e d x m  of APS affiliatsd cluW8ocities. Memberehip b NOT AVAILABLE to others. While this mat& has 
been raised previously it has not reached the level which it did on this occaeion.. It was brought to the attention 
of the Study Group Coordinator that within Study Group sub-groups there am people who am attendine their 
meatingS and am not APS members. I 

EREMOPHILA STUDY GROUP GATHERING AT OWEN, S.A. 

South Australian members of the Eremophila Study Group congregated at Owen for the weakend of September 
14-15. They were joined by intwatate mmbera including the three authora of that wonddd eremophila 
handbook for gardeners. The two day  enabled participants to exchangs knowledge and ideas. 

We were thrown into a prosontation on eremophila hybrids. It seems that more eremophilas hybridha than we 
--, 

too much vigour to fhw profhaely, e.g. B 
Thunder, common names am a challenge as some hybrids have many namoa. Keeplug the arigiud name seamed 
the most aWKopHiats. 

The issue of plant variely rm was discussed when we found some breeders eqjoying h c i a l  bencAt &om ' 
royalties, but others were not. A wristy of reasons ware canvassed as to why, dart@ &om poor commllnidon 
and growers enthusiastically and naively sharing new plants right through to commercial naughthess. Althoqh 
Ken Warms had over 30 hybrid specimens to discuss, we remember the baaurn hybrids such as dvea x 
chrhphori, appositifoh x scopmia. To cap it off Ken showed us a &hm, which is whom two spedes grow 
on the same plant. 

To our surprise, some eremophilas have become weeda in parta of Australia Really no APS member should be 
surprised that we learnt Eremophila uhttonii, stwtli, bowmanii and mitchellii amangst others can become 
rampantint&amngruaas.' 

Keith Pi- dm- gr&,iq and awceived many qllds~405 OlI ths h' d&dSa H8PObkd 0Ut dW WW 
works fbr him, albeit very succesafitlly, may not be rspliceb1e in other perts of Austdh He finds most success 
w a b ~ b y ~ ~ ~ d h e ~ ~ w ~ e ~ , ~ & 8 1 m p h ~ ~ ~ p ~  



cambium is critical, and in soft hairy stems, the cambium might be further in than first thought. The grafting tape 
Keith wed to create an airtight covering - either parafdm or nescofdm was applied using a dab stick that he had 
previously wound the tape around. Keith showed us that plastic drink bottles make ideal covers for the finiahed 
graft, which is expensive as m South AusbPlio they are woPtb 10c eoch fix mycling! Interestingly Keith 

a i n o u t i d  that-mme eremQphilas such as E. neglecta can kill the common root stock like A@oporum t d a r e ,  
" ahd so alternates need to be sought. We learn a little more all the time. Keith strayed a little to tell us that 

vertica&h graft readily onto Oeraldton Wax rootstock, but I digress. 
8 # 

Professor Ham ~ r e ' i  g a b  an update on his continuing research into anti bac(erWI Mved bwn eremophilas 
over a typical country dinner. His toam is developing antibacterial coatings fw biomedical dmbm such ss hip 
prostheses and urinary catheters. Antibiotic resistant bacteria like Goldan Staph is an increasing problem and 
medicine would lil& 9 reduce hospital Mections &om these devices. Funhra mearch is sti l l  needed, but it looks 
promising, and who Gows, commercial eremophila Eanns might be a result. 

Visiting the his6biic plantation of emtophila begun by Ken Watnes in tlre 1960s was a treat as always, with so 
many species and snippets of i n f d o a  It's amazing to seo this collection and raalise how much dedication 
.h gone into searching fix plants, propagathg, growing, observing, i&nt@bg, classifying and promoting 
eremophilas. The combinad efforts of study group members and botanists over h e  last 50 years has achieved a 
great deal. How such valuable co11ecths of pmveqg~ced s~ecbam-  - .,... 

- - - - ~ f c ' o p ~ e n ~ ~ h a v e w h e d  m h o n t  age, is a challenge for all APS memben to consider. In 
the 1960s when one could buy only a handful of eremophila species. Now there is a reasonable choice in 
nuwries but our specialist plant sales are essential to provide an extensive range of plants. 

On Sunday the group trawlled to Bev and Ian Rice's property. We feasted our eyes on a garden dominated by 
eranophila used to great advantage, such as hedges of Eremophila drummondii. Fortified with more great 
country cooking, mom stories unfolded. After lwh, some of the group continued on to see an abundant stand 
of c o l d  maculata near Morgan. Everyone seemed to thoroughly the enjoy the opportunity to meet other 
group members and indirntAd thcy liked the suggestion of another national gathering like the 2008 seminar in 

, Harsham possibly centred around Port Augusta. . I 

Tim % Sandra Wood 

EREMOPHILA CRAWL IN SOUTH AUSTRALLA 

Hqe, huge thanks to the members of Para Hills native plants group for organising and hosting the .Eremophila 
weekend in and around Owen and Dutton in September. 

We w m  one of a stdall numbe~ f i o m % ~ ~  and ACT who "gate-crashed" this event and trskkad over from the 
east to join in. Tom aad I flew into Adelaide a d  up to the Arid Lands Nursey at Port Augusta for the day. 
A fabulous experien$, apart from the millions of bush flies1 The highlights were the Stwt's Desert Pea in the 
area in k t  of the visitors' centre, the Acacia papyocarpa (Western Myall) which was ENORMOUS and the 
stuMing Eremophila oppostttfolia and E. ymgi I  subsp. llcpdota in full flowor. 

- We stayod'rt C l a r c . o ~ ~ ~ ~ d a  ~ ~ c b ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -  - - 
-- - 

T W m s m t e d  to a guide of ~ ~ W a m t 8 ,  and a graithg lesson h.om Keith 
Pitman. I was quick to buy some of Keith's grafted plants in 6 inch pots - thew all made it back to Canberra 
~i l yh iaou thand l~eandmnowin thegrcHmdl  

A M  lunch, supplied via the local church (and htasticl!) we headed off to Ken's place where we wandered 
around his old and his new plantations, full of Eremophila with a smatter@ of Dodonaea, Hakea and a few 
other spp. Many of Ken's plants are h t m d  in the Boschen st d book of bmophilas. 

Ken was amazingly generous and allowed us to take whataver cuttings we wanted (with one exception!). Again 
I leapt in and had to s m  part of the next 4 days doing cuttings. I know that many will be b s t  hardy in 
Canberra, but we will have to trial a lot of the others through ANPS Canberra, so providing they strike it may 
still be some time before they get into proper cultivation. I also had another go at grdbg ,  hopefbl that the tips 
provided by Keith on keeping things sterilized will magically improve my success ratc. 

On Saturday night we had a great talk by Hans Oreisser who is researching the use of Eremophila as antibiotics. 
His work aims to davolop new anti-microbials that could be used to coat implanted medical devices, such as 
artificial hip8 and Larecs ond reduce the high rates of inf'ibcton that moult in poor outcosneo fkr many patients. 

We drove to Nuriootpa to stay the night (slight detour when we got lost en route in the darkl) and on Sunday 
maraing all met m Nuriootpa for the short drive to Bev and Ian Rice's p b  outside Dutton. This was a 



spectacular garden with Eremophila used to great effect in pots and throughout the garden. Rev tqld us that the 
soil has a lot of clay and she brings in sand and gypsum to lighten it to grow her plants. 

The garden had so miany Baemoghila in flower it was hard to know whom to look, W.we were particularly 
impressed by the use of E. drummondii as a low growing border for the drive (pictured); many forms of E 
maculata, some gorgeous specimens of E. psilocolyx and a couple of potted (and grafttd) E. cunefolia and E. 
mirabilis that stole the show. 

Our thanks to the SA group for their work on the planning, keeping us fed and watered, and their generosity 
in sharing propagation material. We hope that we can help to continuo to spread the "Eremophila wordn on the 
east coast and prove our new species as worthy garden subjects over here. 

Lyndal Thorburn 

EREMOPFfILA STUDY GROUP 
SEPTEMBER 14/15 EREMOPHZW GATHERING IN 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

Day one. We arrived at Owen Bowling to stunuiug floral arrangements of Eremophilas. Just as you 
-- -,--ah#t-h&an*c*w ---h~------.- 

moro just about jumping out at you to the tnhted Liz Wbms); 
' 

Ken Warnes presented an interesting workshop on hybrids, again with an eye-catching display. His topics 
included: 

Hybridization tends to occur within taxonomic subgroups; 
Registdon of hybrids with the Australian Cultivar Registdon Authority; 
EremophiIa hybrids tend@ have "hybrid vigour' but fwver flowers; 
Crosses between the Type species and a subspecies - "when is a hybrid not a hybrid?"; 
IdsrrtifIcation and subasquont x e - m n  of parentddiifflculties with -cal nature of 

some records - 

h t h e ~ w ~ , ~ ~ i t m a n m a d t g r a f t i n g l o o k ~ , w i t h ~ ~ w ~ ~ ~ d o n s t i c k s ~ ~ l i ~ b ~  
of the union and allowing for reduced handling of the plant mateaial. Keith had plants showing the results of 
successll grafts. He had assembled material and tools for people to practise grafting and this was greatly 
apprsciat8d. 

At theV~amesf home in Owen, we saw magnificent displays of Eremophila 'Piccgninny Dawn' (E. oppa~irifolia 
subsp. .tapposirifolia (yellow) x E. ol#eldii subsp. ungustifoolto), E. cuneyblfa, E. giltwii, and E. mackinlayi 
subsp. lur@olia. 

Out at the property Ken gave us comprehensive histdo8 of his plantationsI which hold an extensive collection of 
eremopbjias - over 1000 plants, and over 300 veriaticws. Another fbature that I particularly appesciatad was that 
many of those plants had been collected by Ken, or by Norma Boschen, Mam Goods or Russell Wait, who were 
there and could bring to life the collection details - the experience of envjronrnont, community and geographic -- -. Y., --- -- -3-C---- ----- 

Profism Hans Orsiesor was the spoalcor on Saturday evening, outlining the progress of his rssbarch into the 
medical use of antibractepial chsanicals f d  in sp.emaphilas. Seventy h u  specih had beon smmed for 
chemicals with antibacwial properties. Some of these chemicals are active against th& antibiotic resistant strains 
of Staplylococcrrs arh.eus. These are being tested for their use in preventing infection on medical instruments and 
implants. 

We appreciated the untiring e&rts of Liz Warnes and team in providing us with an cqjoyable morning tea, lunch 
and dinner. 

Day two. Bev and Ian Rice ware ow hosts at their property near Dutton. The garden covers s e v d  acres and ie 
filled with sremophilas. Bev's talent for design is striking. Keith Pitman brought a large potted E. mirabilis to sit 
on the v m d a  with Bev's for the day - both resplendent in full bloom. There was much banter around Bev 
pretending to think that Keith was giving it to her. He Iosdad it up at the end of the day! 

As well as giving a dotailed tour, Bov provided a q c h  appwi8tod monzing tea and lunch. 
Afbr lunch a contbpnt headed out to Morgan, w h m  we saw 6 maculata flowerjng. E. acopari4 P gIabr4 E 
opparit@oIia and E. dhicata also occur thm. 
ThanksQKsnandBevfbr@~agrsa~wwbnd. Helen Lane 



I r e  ' * - * 
VALE RAY ISAACSON 

Ray was a legding member of the Australian Plant Society and his Life' Membership was well earned as a 
member of the Parrakie and Districts Regional Group. 

R a y ' s r o a l ~  wruinroc;ks, ''they don't die whonyoubrhgthbm back",ho wouldsayinhisdrywayrrndhe 
had m impressive collectioa Hia intarest in Eremophila8 began when I gave a talk one evening lone ago at 
O d u m  and as usual req~b~tbd that anyone heading "outback" should keep a lookout and if possible collect 
~ ~ . R a y a t l l d B e # y w a r e s b o u t t o h n a d f o r ~ l a n d t o b u y ~ a n d h e o ~ t o d o w h a t  
ha could along the way. So successful was he that he found nearly every Quesnsland species and even an m- 
described one. 

~ n d ' h  it began. TII~ next two years he co~ectcd in western A- and mtumd wih many new and 
imrestingplants. A visit to the APY Lands bmught some new species to try. Them wsre many other trips 
and M certain they weren't all to collect rocks. It WWI at this time that Bob Chinmock was working on a d o r  
Revieion of the Genw and Ray contributed many mounted specimens to this work. He had a great eye for 

' outatandolag specimens and many of those we still grow today ars the progeny of tbis early eolldng. 

I l a y k h & w -  whit# ~-~~ SOUth .Qf~iw-aPdaPd qm- 0- - -1- 
mtthqs they failed to thrive. His attention wrr dnwn to the c ~ m p a t & ~ ~ o ~ n u n  
insultre, the cornman boobialla which grows natwally near the coast. He began cxperimatiq with various 
graRine techniques with cansidsrable uuc~ess and the plantings around the fhn-house macb specracular 
w s .  In his back-yard nursery he grew many fine plants which in many ways ware ahead of qeir time 
but back then (the 70s and 80s) nobody wauted to pay more than $2 a plant, regardless of the time and efktrt 

, involvsd This h i ra ted Ray who snid he wanted a bdtw retun so 9o he h s d  buy more rocks! Now this 
recogaid method of propagation of rare plants is providing a more suitable reward far the dme lrnd efktrt 
involved. 

Thank you Ray far your Wendahip and leadership over many years. We will miss you but your work lives on. 

ksn Warner. 

HELP AT MELBOURNE MUSEUM 
y., 

I wark at the M e l m e  M u s v  as an animal keeper whare we keep a lot of invertebrates. I am seek@ a few 
di fbnt  species of Eremophila to trial as food plants for some of our arid zone grasshoppen whicaf,iicre 
originally collected from the Alice Springs region. I was wondering if you can point me in the right d W o n  if 
you might know of nurseries or growers that may stock species h m  the central &sut I have fbcused my dbarch 
on the species E. wil&ii, E. gilesfi and E. macdonnellii as they ere fairly wide ranging and appear to grow M nice 
sized shrubs, but I would be happy to try anything as it is more fix a trial to sw if our admah will eat them (rhey 
have beon obsewsd d n g  Eremophila howaver the specida wasn't d e d ) .  

,-<?\I 
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Jordan Do Jw 
Letkt received 26' March 2014 
< ~ v i c t o r i a . c o m . a u  > 

Muwumr Borrrd of Victoria ABN 63 640 679 155 is ondoracd as a Doduoti'ble Oiit Recipient. All gifts of $2 or more are tax 
dductlbie, 


