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Letter from the Editor 
Happy New Year, in the middle of a long, hot, 

fiery and very dry summer – my Eremophilas 

are some of the only plants that have survived in 

the extremely dry season we are having. 

In this N/L we report final details of the 

Warwick/ Toowoomba/Lowood trip in July 

(only a few months away!). We only have 60 

tickets available.  In mid-March, we will let 

other ANPS Queensland members know about 

the event, so I suggest you book earlier rather 

than leaving it until “the last minute”. If you find 

you can’t come, we can refund fees up until 14 

days before the event starts (i.e. 16 July). We 

have a great line-up of speakers, 5 garden visits, 

and two nurseries which specialise in 

Eremophila. 

I have also included in this Newsletter my report 

from the First Cross-Continent Eremophila 

Conference, held in Melbourne last November. 

The conference presentations revealed many 

opportunities for co-operation between the Study 

Group, its members, and academics. This co-

operation can contribute to our understanding of 

Eremophila evolution and to studies of the 

application of Eremophila-specific chemicals in 

medicine and elsewhere.  

One interesting discussion covered the need for 

researchers to collaborate with Aboriginal 

knowledge owners, under the Nagoya Protocol. 

This Protocol does not affect Study Group 

members collecting for conservation or garden 

propagation, but it reminds us of the need to 

obtain additional permits when collecting on 

Aboriginal land.  

The second issue of interest was the impact of 

soils and locations on chemistry.  Researchers 

extracting chemicals from Eremophila are 

finding that different soils affect the expression 

of genes that make these chemicals.  We are 

grateful that Study Group members were invited 

to participate in the 

conference where these 

results are reported. 

 

What’s New in the Study Group 

New members 

We welcome new members Jennifer Eldridge 

(Vic) and Maria Hitchcock (NSW).  

Eremophilas in the News 

We have heard that a swag of our cultivar 

registration applications have been accepted by 

ACRA. I will include overviews of these in the 

next newsletter. 

Two of the Study Group’s cultivars, Eremophila 

glabra x maculata ‘Mallee Lipstick’ and 

Eremophila glabra ssp. carnosa ‘Fruit Salad’ 

(ground cover form) have also been released 

through Native Plant Wholesalers. 

Australian Plants Journal 

Work has begun on a special issue about 

Eremophila for the Australian Plants Journal. 

Look for it later in 2020.  

Next issue 

Next issue of the Newsletter will include 

Eremophila oppositifolia as the feature species. I 

know of hybrids with E. maculata, E. scoparia 

and E. serrulata. And there are lots of colour 

forms – send your pics!!! 

I have also been asking members for copies of 

photos of Eremophila before and after pruning – 

I will do an item on pruning for the next issue, 

using these photos. 

New regional sub-group 
Maria Hitchcock 

Calling members who live in the northern part of 

NSW! Would you be interested in forming a 

Northern NSW sub-group of the Eremophila 

Study Group? 

I anticipate meeting a few times a year in 

different gardens and swapping cuttings or 

plants, as well as information on cultivation. If 

interested, please contact Lyndal Thorburn and 

she will pass your details on to me. 
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Feature species – E. duttonii  
Lyndal Thorburn 

Eremophila duttonii is a rounded shrub. It was 

described by von Mueller in 1858 and was 

named after Francis Dutton, the Premier of 

South Australia. 

The photos below are of E. duttonii on the 

Opalton Road south of Winton (photo Hans 

Griesser) and at Hesso Station (photo Tom 

Jordan, taken during 2017 field trip). 

 

 

It can get up to 4m, at which point its width can 

reach 4.5m.  

At left is 

Chris 

Strachan’s 

plant in the 

Melbourne, 

growing 

under E. 

leucoxylon 

ssp. rosea. 

The trunk (top next column) is warty and this 

gives the plant character in the garden. 

The common 

name of 

Harlequin 

Fuchsia Bush 

reflects E. 

duttoni’s colours 

of yellow and orange. The pic below is of a wild 

specimen from Hans Griesser, and under that, a 

photo of Tom Jordan holding specimens of 

various colours at Hesso Station. Below that, is 

Chris Strachan’s garden plant. 

A yellow 

form is also 

known (see 

pic by Ian 

Rice on the 

front of this 

Newsletter). 

While the 

leaves of E. 

duttonii are 

usually glossy, plants can exude waxy terpenes 

onto the leaf surface – this dulls the appearance 

of some 

specimens and is 

more pronounced 

on older leaves.  

E. duttonii is 

found in all States 

of the mainland 

except in 

Victoria. The leaf 

is narrower in 

western 

populations.  

Horticulture 

E. duttonii seems 

to be long-lived, 

with Chris 

Strachan 

reporting that 

her plants are 

30 years old. 

Survey 

respondents 

reported 

plants 15 – 

20 years old.  
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In cultivation, and with pruning, it forms a neat 

rounded shrub (pic below, Russell Wait, of a 

young plant). It does best in a sunny site, but it 

can tolerate part-shade.  

 

E. duttonii seems to grow in a wide range of 

rainfall regions, with our survey respondents 

reporting rainfall from 180mm to 1100mm p.a. 

Eighty-one percent of respondents also reported 

no visible effects of extremely heavy rain. Of the 

remainder, 12% reported some damping off at 

tips or lower leaves and only 6% reported 

dieback induced by too much water. 

Respondents grew their plants in a range of soils, 

which are of less importance with grafted 

specimens. One respondent noted that they can 

handle poor soils with high pH and another 

recommends them for hedge planting.  

E. duttonii is more frost sensitive than E. 

linearis, to which is it closely related, but it can 

handle medium frosts. Survey respondents 

reported little impact of frost – 78% reported no 

effects of frost, and 22% reported minor tip 

burn. Heavy, unexpected frosts may still cause 

damage – Hans Griesser reported that his plant 

grew well for many years in SA, but it was 

eventually killed by frost.  Our original 

specimen in Queanbeyan also lasted about 15 

years before succumbing to a particularly 

difficult winter. 

Most of respondents’ plants were protected from 

the wind, but one Queenslander reported that in 

a severe windy area their plant grows at a 45 

degree angle! 

Flowering can occur year-round – the table 

below shows how survey respondents answered 

questions about when their plants flowered 

prolifically vs sparsely. 

 Spring Summer Autumn Winter 

Prolific 80% 50% 0% 44% 

Sparse 50% 83% 75% 67% 

 

Many respondents reported that they didn’t 

prune their plants, as they grew evenly and quite 

slowly in full sun.  Others do prune, choosing 

anything from tip pruning to removing 1/3 to ½ 

of the growth. Any pruning should be completed 

after flowering. Phil James reported that Arid 

Lands Botanic Gardens had a specimen 3m x 

3m, and they pruned one side with a chain saw – 

the sawn side produced new shoots and so the 

other side was sawn, and 12 months later it was 

back to 3m x 3m. 

Pests don’t seem to be a particular problem – a 

couple of survey respondents reported problems 

with scale, and one reported that bees attack the 

resin – the latter may be used by bees as an 

antimicrobial.
1
 

In general, it is recommended by survey 

respondents as a good bird attractor. It is a hardy 

plant that looks good most of the time, as long it 

is not allowed to get leggy. It is probably at its 

best as a young plant and can do well in both a 

tub and in the ground.  

The leaves are collected for medicinal use, with 

the diterpenes identified as active component 

against microbes.  

Propagation 

“Straight” E. duttonii is hard to grow from 

cuttings, so it is usually propagated through 

grafting on to Myoporum.  In the survey 

conducted for this report, 56% of respondents 

grew only grafted plants, 19% grew plants on 

                                                 
1
 Drescher, N et al: A clue on bee glue: New insight into 

the sources and factors driving resin intake in honeybees 
(Apis mellifera), 
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/jour
nal.pone.0210594 
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their own roots, and the remainder had both. The 

main stock seems to be Myoporum insulare. 

Hybrids 

There are a number of hybrids available with E. 

maculata. I have bought hybrids labelled as E. 

maculata x duttonii and E. duttonii x maculata, 

one with pink flowers and one with maroon. I 

have no idea whether the different order of the 

names in the hybrid were meant to indicate 

female/male roles (we are now using 

alphabetical order for hybrid naming). but it is 

clear that we have at least two hybridisation 

events, given the different flower colours.  

According to Ken Warnes, these hybrids occur 

naturally in several places where the two species 

overlap, including on Curnamona Station near 

Yunta (SA), Hamilton Downs NW of Alice 

Springs, and Tarella Station, near White Cliffs in 

NSW.   

Both hybrids follow 

the E. maculata parent 

more strongly, lacking 

the prominent calyces 

of E. duttonii (pic of 

the parent’s calyces at 

left by Alice Newton).   

E. duttonii x maculata 

pink form, which Ken 

believes probably 

entered horticulture 

from Tarella Station, 

grows to a dense shrub 

wider than it is high (pic below Russell Wait).  

 

Its bright pink flower is very like E maculata 

(pic next column by Russell Wait).  The hybrid 

is frost-resistant, but the larger flowers of the E. 

duttonii parent, with their calyces, is definitely 

more spectacular.  

 

This hybrid is quite common, with 42% of 

survey respondents reporting growing it. 

While E. maculata x duttonii can grow from 

cuttings, according to Phil James it doesn’t do 

well on its own roots in WA. We have, however 

grown it successfully on its own roots in 

Queanbeyan. 

Chinnock mentions a hybrid with E. serrulata. 

However, no-one has reported growing this and 

it may be lost. 

Acknowledgements 

Thanks to the 16 Study Group members who 

responded to the survey for this Feature Species 

and for individual contributions from Han 

Griesser, Phil James, Bev Rice, Ken Warnes, 

Russell Wait (pic below Russell Wait) 
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First Cross-Continent Eremophila 
Conference 
Lyndal Thorburn – conference report 

The First Cross-Continent Eremophila 

Conference was held at Melbourne University in 

November 2019.  The conference was organised 

from Denmark and was funded by donations 

from a number of Danish foundations and 

companies.
2
 The photo of the conference 

attendees is below. 

 

Of the 36 people registered, ten were from ESG–

(below – from left to right: Jennifer West, Phil 

James, Russell Wait, John Upsher, Bevan 

Buirchell, Ian Tranter, Chris Lill, Don Lill, Ken 

Warnes, Lyndal Thorburn).  

 

The research program, on “Desert-loving 

Therapeutics” is focussed on how arid zone 

plants adapt to changing climates, potential 

medicinal compounds that can be derived from 

                                                 
2
 Carlsberg Foundation, Octine bio, River Stone Biotech, 

the UNIK Centre for Synthetic Biology, European Research 
Council, Novo Nordisk Fonden, Linbeck, and the 
Australian Research Council. 

plants (mainly from viscidanes and serpenes), 

and the development of synthetic methods to 

manufacture those chemicals for use as drugs 

and in other applications. The research is funded 

through a three-year, AU$3m program from 

Novo Nordisk, which commenced in June 2017 

and involves an Australian and Danish team: 

 molecular genetics (University of 

Melbourne); 

 metabolite profiling pathways discovery, 

high-resolution bioactive profiling and 

neurotransmitter bio-assays (University of 

Copenhagen); 

 plant collection (Bevan Buirchell); and 

 natural product chemistry (University of 

South Australia) 

The co-operation was started through an 

Australian PhD student (Damian Drew, 

University of Adelaide), who knew about use of 

Eremophilas as medicinal products by 

Aboriginal groups. Initial work found that 

Eremophila had irregular diterpenoids and that 

these may have medical applications. 

The program for was wide ranging, with 

something for everyone.  These are my notes 

from most of the presentations. 

History of Eremophila Taxonomy 

Bob Chinnock 

recapped his work on 

Eremophila taxonomy. 

He reminded us that 

when he started there 

was no such thing as 

the World Wide Web, 

no online databases, 

no GPS, no Google 

Earth, no digital 

cameras, and no 

molecular procedures. 

He had to rely on 

available floras in libraries, published papers on 

microfiches and wrote letters to request material 

and publications from overseas.  Bob took all his 

photos with real film using an SLR camera and 

he calculated his location using 1:2150,000 

topographic maps.  He found that 85% of all 

herbaria collections did not have geographic 

coordinates, but in his published work he had to 



Eremophila Study Group Newsletter 126 January 2020  ISSN-0811-529X – print version  

                                                                                                       ISSN-2208-8806 – online version 

7 | P a g e  

 

prove that every dot on the map had a specimen 

of that species.  

It took him 32 years to write the monograph, 

published in 2008. During the preparation of the 

book there were 4 popes, 5 prime ministers, 7 

Governors-General, 9 Premiers of SA and four 

directors of Botanic gardens in SA. 

His presentation walked us through the 

variations he found, starting at genus level e.g. in 

fruits, flowers, anthers and stem anatomy.  

He then discussed distinguishing species within 

Eremophila, noting that he had great access to 

live material via the Study Group.  He would 

group material into sections, placing species that 

he thought were related close together. When he 

was confident, he would write up a treatment of 

that group. He had to validate it by writing in 

Latin. He then wrote species descriptions, trying 

to be consistent so they could be compared.  

He touched briefly on the E. glabra group, 

which is a super species – taxonomically, it 

needs a lot of work. Bob stated his published 

work recognised 8 sub-species, and of these 6 

were “buckets”.   

Recent Taxonomic Developments  

Bevan Buirchell commenced presentations about 

taxonomy by speaking about his recent work and 

sources of diversity in the genus. 

He noted that Eremophilas are the 8
th

 most 

diverse genus in Australia.  He proposed that 

diversity in endemic genera is caused by the 

slow drift north of the continent, slow changes in 

climate, the absence of an ice age, stable 

geology, and isolation from other lands. 

His presentation focussed on Australian cratons, 

which are geologically stable areas.  He 

examined whether there was greater floral 

diversity in the cratons, and there does seem to 

be higher diversity in some of these regions: at 

the top of the Yulgarn Craton, 32 species are 

found in a relatively small area, and there is 

another diverse region near the Flinders Ranges, 

with 15 species. However, another diversity 

hotspot in Western Queensland doesn’t fit the 

theory.  

Bevan described his current taxonomic work, 

which is focussing on species with smaller 

distribution – it isn’t clear if they are old species 

whose range is contracting, or new species 

which are emerging.   

He discussed a number of unnamed taxa (e.g. E. 

glabra Wongan Hills which is now a subspecies 

of E. subfloccosa, but is only known from 8 

plants along a roadside); as well as complexes 

e.g. the E. platycalyx complex, which was 

originally described as two sub-species but leaf 

variations, geographical distribution and unique 

habitats imply 8 sub-species. E. latrobei and E. 

clarkei are similar. 

He also listed Aboriginal groups’ use of 

Eremophila (see also NL 125)  

Bevan’s contribution to the Danish-Australian 

program (and to Rachael Fowler’s work) has 

been collecting and describing samples: he has 

collected 233 species and has travelled 

45,000km.   

Rachael Fowler presented her PhD findings on 

the broader evolutionary history of Eremophila, 

their biogeography and evolution of the 

Australian arid zone, floral evolution, chemistry, 

and plant insect relationships 

Rachael used high throughput sequencing to 

sequence millions of bases of DNA for more 

than 500 individual specimens, which accounted 

for 90% of all Eremophila diversity. She has 

now grouped these into four clades (A, B, C, D) 

which she proposes reveal a better picture of the 

relationships between species.  For example, 

Rachael’s phylogeny shows that Diocerea 

violacea is closely related to E. weldii and 

Calamphoreus inflatus is closely related to E. 

dichroantha. E. glabra varieties are scattered 

through the phylogeny. 

She is now working in more detail on the E. 

glabra complex and is trying to work out how 

sub-species fit within the species in the clades.  

Evolutionary Impacts on Other Species  

Dan Murphy, of the Botanic Gardens, 

Melbourne, spoke generally about evolution of 

the Australian arid zone.  He noted its 

complexity, with 7 deserts and at least 9 biotic 
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sub-regions. Evolution in these areas can only be 

understood by also understanding the detail of 

geology, climatology, palaeobiology, 

phytogeography and phylogeny.  

Aridity has only occurred in the last 2 to 4 

million years – stony deserts formed ~4 million 

years ago.  Rachael’s Eremophila phylogeny will 

support further understanding of how 

Eremophila evolved within these regions.  

Mike Whitehead from the University of 

Melbourne reported on his work on plant 

pollinators and in particular his interest in how 

Australia has developed as a bird pollination 

hotspot.  

The aim was to study pairs of species in the 

same landscape and with the same seed dispersal 

mechanisms, and to see if they have different 

pollinators. His research studied a pair of 

Astroloma species north of Perth, Eremophila 

decipiens and E. scoparia in WA’s western 

woodlands (both have gravity dispersed seed, 

but different flowers), and a pair of Prostanthera 

species. 

The pollinators were recorded with camera traps 

(i.e. cameras set up for automatic operation). 

The hypothesis included consideration of how 

widely birds travel compared to insects, and 

modelled gene flow at the population level. The 

distance pollinators travel will affect how far 

specific genes are spread at the landscape level.  

For E. decipiens, 7 species of honeyeater were 

recorded moving methodically through the 

shrub. Insects were also recorded at the flowers 

but the reproductive parts of the flower weren’t 

near the body of the insect and so they were 

classed as nectar thieves.  

For E. scoparia, small native bees were 

recorded, but no birds.   

The study concluded that, for Eremophila, the 

pollinators did not overlap. It found that, while 

the levels of gene flow were similar, E. scoparia 

populations that are further away from each 

other are less related than E. decipiens plants 

across a similar scale.  This is because the latter 

is bird pollinated, and birds travel further 

between the plants than do insects. 

Bevan Buirchell presented a paper for Shaun 

Cullerton and Gerry Cassis, UNSW, looking at 

evolutionary relationships between Eremophilas 

and miroid plant bugs (true bugs). Eremophilas 

have an enormous number of insects on them – 

they found 400 insect species in three major 

groups, primarily miroids and lacewings.  

The research found that lace wing species can be 

matched almost 1:1 with Eremophila species: a 

total of 69 species of lace wings were found on 

58 species of Eremophila, with 58 lacewing 

species found on only one species of 

Eremophila, five found on two species of 

Eremophila, two found on three species of 

Eremophila and two on four species of 

Eremophila.  

Similarly, of 86 species of another group of 

insects, 57 species were only found on one 

species of Eremophila; one was found on two; 

three were found on three; and four were found 

on four. 

The research is drawing conclusions about 

endemism of insect species and co-evolution 

with Eremophilas and is cross-referencing with 

the Eremophila evolution map developed by 

Rachael Fowler. 

Chemical diversity in Eremophila 

Oliver Gericke, a PhD student with the 

University of Copenhagen, spoke about 

exploring chemical diversity in Eremophila 

using computational tools, focussing on the 

diterpenoids. 

He is using leaf extracts, which he analyses and 

compares with databases of known compounds. 

He develops a picture of the chemical 

constituents in the plant, to investigate the 

evolution of terpenoid metabolism in 

Eremophila. 

The results of individual samples are then 

compared with all the others so that those 

species with similar chemical profiles are 

clustered together in a dendrogram. This enables 

him to find diterpenoids that are shared within 

some species and not others. 
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The work has 

shown that 96% of 

the metabolites are 

unknown, but they 

can still be 

grouped together 

to develop a 

picture of 

structurally related 

chemicals, which 

include steroids, 

alkaloids, phenol 

ethers, lipids and phenols.  

Oliver is now investigating differences in 

terpenoid metabolism in Eremophila and is 

combining his data with Rachael’s phylogeny to 

draw conclusions on evolution.  

Medical Applications of Eremophila 
Extracts 

Susan Semple from the University of South 

Australia spoke about antimicrobial activity of 

selected Eremophila species. 

Microbial resistance is a big threat to health.  

Death from antibiotic-resistant bacteria is rising 

and is expected to be 50 million people p.a. by 

2050, if we do nothing. Research is focussing on 

half a dozen microbes which are the greatest 

threat, including Acinetobacter baumannii, 

Pseudomonas aeruginosa, Escherichia coli, 

Enterococcus faceium, Staphylococcus aureus, 

Helicobacter pylori, Campylobacter sp., and 

Salmonella sp. 

Her work has examined E. alternifolia, E. 

caerulea, E. galeata, E. latrobei, E. linearis, E. 

longifolia, E. oppositifolia and E. scoparia. 

From the 8 species, 7 of the resins and five of 

the leaf extracts showed activity against S. 

aureus.  Those of E. linearis and E. latrobei 

were most active.  

Further work on E. linearis identified some of 

the major chemical fractions which were active 

against S. aureus, and some of these also killed 

methicillin-resistant and vancomycin-resistant 

bacteria. They have been identified these as a 

serrulatane diterpenoid (which has also been 

extracted previously from E. duttonii).  

The research also examined whether these 

extracts could inhibit the ways some bacteria 

pump a drug straight out of cells before it can do 

any damage to the bacterium.  E. oppositifolia 

resin extract and E. longifolia resin extract were 

both effective against certain pumps.  

Dan Staerk from the Natural Products Research 

Group at the University of Copenhagen then 

described his research combining chemical and 

pharmacological analysis.  

Using Rachael’s phylogeny, the group analysed 

samples from across Eremophila species, 

identifying several new compounds. These were 

tested for anti-microbial activity, and as a result 

26 new and 10 known compounds were isolated 

from E. rugosa and 13 new and 15 known 

compounds from E. denticulata. 

Prof. Claus Løland then presented his research 

on testing Eremophila extracts to inhibit the 

proteins which transport signal chemicals across 

nerve synapses.  He found two, a monoterpenoid 

and a fatty acid, which had some effect, 

particularly on dopamine transport.  

Rohan Davis (Griffith University) also spoke 

about drug development, explaining synthesis of 

racemic microthecaline, an alkaloid from E. 

microtheca (nice to know chemicals are now 

named after our Eremophila!).  

He also spoke about 8 other Eremophila 

compounds and their potential activity in spinal 

cord injury repair and as anti-malarials. The 

research group now has 178 Eremophila samples 

from different parts of the plants, for use in this 

work.  

Birger Lindberg Møller from University of 

Copenhagen (left, 

with organiser 

Nanna Heinz), 

summarised the 

work of the 

Copenhagen team, 

combining 

biodiscovery, 

chemical 

extraction, plant 

pathway discovery, 

evolutionary 
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relationships and bioproduction, with the aim of 

finding genes and enzymes which catalyse 

synthesis of new molecules so they can 

manufacture them and apply them in medicine 

and elsewhere. 

While the team has a collection of 47 species of 

Eremophila in Copenhagen, they are working 

with Australian groups to collect fresh material 

and to identify the impact of location (e.g. soil 

type) on chemical expression in the plant.  

The focus of the extraction work is the leaves, 

because the leaves’ glandular trichomes are 

where the biosynthesis occurs. They have found 

that Eremophila use a different chemical 

pathway start the production process (the only 

plant that is known to use the same substrate is 

tomatoes).   

They hope the work will lead to new drug leads, 

with novel or stronger pharmacological activity. 

Their chemical expertise means they can add 

other molecules to affect how a chemical might 

work pharmacologically, e.g. making it either 

fat- or water-soluble; or changing sugars so it 

will bind to cancer cells (to enhance targeting, so 

you don’t intoxicate entire body).   

Allowing for Traditional Aboriginal Use of 
Australian Plants  

Susan Semple, University of South Australia, 

spoke about integrating traditional knowledge 

and science. 

She has developed model ethical guidelines for 

equitable partnerships between Aboriginal 

custodians and scientists, to enable the latter to 

examine application of traditional extracts of 

medicinal plants. The basics of these are: 

1. background knowledge remains with the 

owners; 

2. indigenous law and custom governs how 

knowledge is used in the project 

3. project intellectual property is jointly and 

equally owned; and  

4. decisions to develop project intellectual 

property require consent from both parties 

When plant specimens are lodged with herbaria, 

associated information is restricted and does not 

include how specimens are used traditionally, 

but includes information about the clan they 

come from. 

Her talk was followed by one from Margaret 

Raven (Macquarie Uni) and Daniel Robinson 

(UNSW), who spoke on international 

agreements (specifically, the Nagoya protocol), 

access to biological resources and benefit-

sharing in Australia. This protocol has been 

signed by Australia but not yet ratified, and only 

applies to plants collected for commercial 

purposes (farming and horticulture are not 

included).  

Another researcher who is working closely with 

indigenous owners is Colette Geier, whose PhD 

is on the phytochemistry of E. longifolia and 

how traditional practices affect potential for 

medicinal applications of extracts. She is going 

to seal her thesis and the community from where 

she collected the samples will have a say in what 

is published.  

Finally, Andrew Gleadow spoke of the research 

partnership with the Kimberley Foundation. This 

is going to become a national body and look for 

ways to fund more work on indigenous peoples 

and native plants, with two-way learning. 

The Foundation will host a charitable trust to be 

established under the Eremophila research 

project, to receive 20% of any profits from 

commercialisation of these chemicals. 

These presentations generated substantial 

discussions about working with indigenous, 

groups, how to handle discoveries and how to 

engage traditional owners in commercialisation.  

The researchers noted that the length of time 

required need to obtain permission needs to be 

built into the timelines, and that currently isn’t 

allowed for in Australian grant programs (it was 

suggested the normal three year project needed 

to be extended to seven years to allow for this).   

It was suggested that Eremophila researchers 

might form an alliance, similar to that formed 

with the Indigenous Land and Sea Corporation 

for research into Kakadu Plum, to streamline 

collection and approvals. 
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Some Wild and not so wild South Australians 
Mike and Cathy Beamish 

From late September to early November 2019, Cathy and I travelled around the Eyre Peninsula in 

South Australia, hoping for any flowering native plants to catch our eyes. Eremophila were certainly 

on our list! It didn’t take us long to see our first plants; on the way over, Eremophila longifolia was 

common on the roadside between Morgan and Burra, though not a lot of flowers were seen, perhaps 

we were travelling a bit quickly.  

We spent a couple of nights in the Red Banks Conservation Park, not far east of Burra, and took a 

drive further north, about 30km, to the Caroona Creek CP where we had not been before. In both 

Parks, E. longifolia and E. alternifolia were common, but flowering was sporadic. It was very dry in 

both places, but kangaroos and emus were common, no doubts goats were too, but there had been 

some official culling a few weeks before and there were more carcasses seen than live goats.  

Next stop was the Gawler Ranges National Park on the northern Eyre Peninsula, about 60km north of 

the Eyre Highway from either Wudinna or Minnipa. Here there were more E. alternifolia, 

particularly some large plants (3m x 4m) in full flower on the banks of the creek that flows through 

the Stone Dam, a pastoral relic from the days when 

this Park was a working sheep station. There must 

have been a little rain through this area during spring, 

as there was still a small flow in the creek, though the 

dam no longer holds water. A pity, because it was 

damn hot, over 30⁰C and we could have used a swim!  

Further north, on Conical Hill (at the top of the LP Track in the Gawler Ranges), a few grey-leafed E. 

glabra plants were spotted, but the red flowers were very sparse and not in the best condition to 

photograph. Further south on the Sturt Track, E. scoparia was common on the clay flats, also with 

sparse flowering. 
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The weather forecast scared us, over 40⁰C with gale-force, northerly winds, so we thought it wise to 

get out of the Gawler Ranges and headed for the coast near Ceduna. We weathered the ‘storm’ at a 

stark little Conservation Park called Wittelbee, where the flies and the wind-blown sand were 

horrendous for a few hours until the south-westerly change arrived. At least we had access to the 

waters of the Great Australian Bight for a dip, though it was too cold in and too hot out. On top of the 

headland, in shallow sand over limestone, we found some scattered Eremophila with small, blue 

flowers and very warty leaves and stems (below). We’re thinking maybe E. weldii, but we’re happy 

to be corrected. 

Further down the coast, at Speed’s Point, south of Streaky Bay and west of Yanerbie, there was a 

lovely little patch of Eremophila crassifolia on the roadside, bright green foliage in a dusty, grey 

environment and vivid purple-blue flowers. We also found these further inland, in the Kulliparu CP. 

It would 

be nice to 

be able to 

grow these 

little gems 

in my 

garden, but 

warm and 

dry 

limestone 

country 

does not 

equate 

with the 

heavy, 

wet, clay 

loam soils 

at home in 

Boolarra. 
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These were the last of the wild Eremophila that we encountered, but we couldn’t go past any of the 

Botanic Gardens that were in our path; even if we weren’t interested in plants, we’d have visited the 

Arid Lands Botanic Garden in Port Augusta for the ice 

cream! Can’t go past Lemon Myrtle/Quandong/Desert 

Lime/Macadamia flavours! The Eremophila in flower were a 

bonus, E. christophorii and the pale pink-flowered form of 

E. bignoniiflora. 

  

Further south was the Pangarinda Arboretum at Wellington, where the Murray River flows into Lake 

Alexandrina. Here there was more E. bignoniiflora, this time the hot pink form, a lovely E. platycalyx 

ssp. pardalota and a very nice E. polyclada x divaricata ‘Summertime Blue’ (all below). Finally, 

back across the border in Coleraine, at the Peter Francis Points Arboretum, we suspect it was the 

cream-flowered form of E. bignoniiflora putting on a show. 
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Eremophila delisseri – The Full Story 
Ken Warnes 

In NL 125 Bevan Buirchell made some strong 

but valid comments about the collection of 

material in the field, focussing on my 

reminiscences about collecting seed of E. 

delisseri.  Firstly, let me say that we, i.e. Russell 

Wait and I, had the correct permits to collect 

plant material and held a Permit to Enter 

Aboriginal Lands signed by the Chairman of the 

Maralinga-Tjaratja Land Council.  That’s a 

Permit that I suspect is not always obtained by 

travellers. 

The full story of Eremophila delisseri is a long 

one.  The name commemorates a surveyor, 

Edward Delisser who, with his brother Alfred, 

mapped out the Head of the Bight and the WA-

SA border country for the SA Government in the 

1860’s.    

Heaven knows what they hoped to find out there 

in the country traversed by Eyre many years 

earlier.  They must have travelled some distance 

inland, as there are no coastal records of the 

species.  It was Edward who named the 

Nullarbor Plain.  Alfred moved to Queensland 

and is recorded as surveying the route of several 

railways in that State.  I have long thought that 

he was the principal surveyor for the rail-line 

from Port Augusta to Kalgoorlie, built between 

1911 and 1917, but I have not been able to verify 

this.  It appears that the explorer von Mueller 

recognised the species in 1866.  The type 

specimen sheet also had a piece of what is now 

E. dendritica, see Chinnock p.465. 

Other collections go right back as far as 1879, 

with further collections listed at Ooldea in 1917 

(associated with the laying of the railway?).  

Maralinga gets a mention, and then there are the 

ones we visited in 2003, north of Cook. 

I first visited Ooldea Railway Siding in 1969 and 

collected “E. delisseri” and thought that the job 

was done.  But then Bob Chinnock decided to 

revise the group of related species, creating his 

sub-section Decussatae, in which the species we 

knew as E. delisseri was named as four separate 

species, three of which occurred on the 

Nullarbor.  So, I had two slightly varying forms 

(grey and golden tomentum) of one of the new 

species, E. decussata, but no E. delisseri.   

The years slipped by and the only recent, 

verified collections were from North of Cook 

R.S., so in 2003 Russell and I set out to find this 

elusive species on the two-wheel track that runs 

north from Cook to eventually meet up with Len 

Beadell’s “Anne Beadell Highway”.  The first 

location was 2km north of Cook, now a huge 

quarry with old rolling stock, looking like toys, 

dumped in it.  Not much point looking there.  

Next spot was 39km up the track where we 

found two plants of E. dendritica, one of Bob’s 

new species. 

A further 3 km and there they were, six on one 

side of the track, and two on the other.  One in 

particular was superb, and I rate as the second 

best wild Eremophila I have seen.  (The best was 

a red-flowered E. hillii 45km south of Watson 

Rail Siding, but that’s another story.)  It had 

taken 32 years to track it down.   

Fortunately, this particular bush was un-

damaged, because most of the others had been 

broken down, presumably by wild camels.  So 

yes, we were pretty excited and after the photo 

shoot we collected Herbarium Specimens, 

propagating material from the best two plants 

and some fruits scraped up in the trash under 

several bushes which collectively would have 

covered many square metres.  Remember that at 

this stage the species had never been collected 

for propagation purposes, we were many days 

from home, and I had no idea if I would be 

successful in my efforts at propagation.  Russell 

was going on into WA for several weeks, so I 

thought that it was going to be up to me.   
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As it turned out, material left with the Arid 

Lands Botanic Garden was successfully struck 

and I was able to graft 3 plants.  Russell declared 

his living material at Border Village and asked 

that it go into their fridge.  He picked it up on the 

way home and was successful in grafting several 

pieces.  And from those humble beginnings, all 

the E. delisseri in cultivation have come. 

But the job’s not done.  Remember, we started 

out with a handful of plants which appear to all 

be the same.  If I am successful with germinating 

some of this seed, then we are on the way to re-

establishing a genetic pool.  If my three grafted 

bushes have self-fertilised and provide viable 

seed, I presume they would not have genetic 

diversity.  But, growing as they are in my 

plantation, there must be a high chance of cross-

pollination with my (now) three variations of E. 

decussata, plus E. malacoides, one of 

Chinnock’s closely related species from WA, 

and which has also shown the ability to 

hybridise both as female and male components 

of the new combinations.    

E. dendritica has seemingly kept itself aloof 

from such shenanigans.  And E. resinosa is also 

there but the newly named E. sericea is too new 

to be a problem yet.  But, pretty clearly, any 

seedlings from my plantation will need several 

years of monitoring before they could be safely 

included in a breeding program. 

This is what I mean by preservation vs. 

conservation.  If those 8, reportedly now one, 

plants North of Cook are in trouble because of 

age and the depredation from camel attacks, I 

doubt whether those few fruits would save them.  

Throw in the possibility of Climate Change with 

the rainfall dropping from 200mm to perhaps 

100mm and the species may well be under 

serious threat, with or without human 

involvement.   Doing nothing is preservation.   

The future of the species may well be in our 

hands, that’s conservation. 

I don’t discount the likelihood of other 

populations, it’s just such an isolated area and so 

difficult to access.  In the mid 70’s a group of 

friends from Eyre Peninsula made a trip to 

Ooldea.  I’m quite certain that there was both E. 

decussata and E. delisseri in the package that 

they sent me on their return, but I failed to 

propagate any.  Despite constant questions over 

the years, they have no memories of the different 

plants.  This was before Bob split them into two 

species.    

But remember those Ooldea collections from 

1917.  It was there.  I’ve been to Ooldea R.S. 

twice since, but searched without success.  And 

there’s that Maralinga collection, with a very 

precise location, but that’s another area that’s 

out of bounds to blokes like me.  Chinnock 

shows a collection on the SA/WA border (the 

type?) and reliable, plant-collecting friends 

swear that they have seen it along what I am told 

is a horror track from Cocklebiddy to Rawlinna.  

I live in hope, it’s out there somewhere.    

And what happened to those precious Herbarium 

specimens?  They lie somewhere in the 

goldfields in WA.  Russell lost his plant-press 

from the roof-rack where they were packed to 

hasten drying.  He backtracked 100km in a vain 

search for them, so the E. dendritica collections 

from 39km and 73km north of Cook remain un-

recorded.  We’ve never been back there. 

Could the reported work on saving E. resinosa 

(also in NL125) be the way of the future for 

saving some of these rarities once the 

methodology is in place?  In this case, I have 

little doubt that the hope of an expanded mine is 

providing the required finance but the principles, 

once established, may have wider applications in 

preserving rare species, even if it is only in a 

horticultural sense.   

To further the chances of creating viable seed 

through cultivation, I am in the process of 

establishing group plantings of species such as 

E. decussata and E. hillii.  The same will apply 

to E. delisseri if we can find some new clones.  

Even further, plants of the one I have will be 

bulked up to try to discourage hybridisation and 

I must add Russell’s plant in the hope that it may 

be different.   

All those pesky hybrids are probably the future 

in cultivation, but the continuing existence of 

species is being shown to be the new challenge.  

We need all the encouragement we can get. 
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Walpeup’s Dryland Memorial Garden  
Merle Pole 

I recently joined the Eremophila Study Group. I 

have been working at the Dryland Memorial 

Garden at Walpeup since it was established in 

1997. The garden features a wide variety of 

Eremophilas including many new forms.  

Similar to many small rural towns, Walpeup’s 

population has gradually decreased and has 

fewer volunteers to help maintain and care for 

the garden.  

Frank Fitzpatrick, who came to live at Walpeup 

from Martinville in 1994, was a driving force 

behind the establishment of the garden. I worked 

alongside Frank at the Garden until he left 

Walpeup in 2006. Frank was a member of the 

Eremophila Study Group and saw the potential 

of Eremophilas as they can grow in the driest 

parts of our continent, with six species growing 

here in the Mallee.  

Frank was able to grow new forms from seed, 

many of which he planted at the Dryland 

Memorial Garden. The majority of the seedlings 

were forms of E. maculata.  

 

Others were various hybrids. The first form 

Frank grew he named ‘Walpy Pink’ (see photo 

above) and later he used family members’ names 

and then well-known Walpeup identities – he 

even named one ‘Merle” (see photo next 

column) after me!  

 

Many of these Eremophilas are now over 20 

years old and have become spread out, top heavy 

and scraggy with little new growth. We have 

begun pruning back to a solid frame of 3 or 4 

main branches to encourage fresh growth. The 

results to date have been very pleasing as can be 

seen in this photograph of Frank’s ‘Glen’. Extra 

watering after pruning probably assisted the 

shock and helped encourage new growth.  

 

We plan to gradually prune back more 

Eremophilas over 2020. I work at the Garden 

most Wednesdays at 9am. Mildura Rural City 

Council Parks and Gardens Staff assist at times.  

Eremophilas in the Ground in 
Switzerland 
Hans Griesser 

I can hear you think “Surely he is trying to pull 

my leg”, but I have photographic proof. Not all 

parts of Switzerland are covered in snow for 

months as per the winter tourism ads. At the 

very southern edge of Switzerland, south of the 
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Alps and just a stone’s throw from the border 

with Italy, you can find the Brissago Islands 

Botanical Park 

(https://www.ticinotopten.ch/en/parks/brissago-

islands). It has an unusually mild climate (for 

Switzerland) and the deep Lake Maggiore 

protects it from extreme cold. It is thus one of 

the few places in Switzerland suitable for 

growing Mediterranean and subtropical plants. 

It’s not an expansive park, at just over 6 acres, 

but they managed to cram an amazing number 

and variety of plants onto this little island. It 

used to be a private garden surrounding a villa, 

which serves as a restaurant and convention 

centre nowadays. Quite a large section is 

dedicated to Australian plants. Many of these are 

those that you would expect to find: several 

Tasmanians, Grevillea rosmarinifolia, Acacia 

dealbata, Melaleucas, Callistemons, 

Hymenosporum flavum, Waratahs, several 

eastern Banksias, and Macadamia, just to name a 

few.  

But those Swiss gardeners also showed an 

adventurous streak, venturing to plants that I 

might not necessarily have recommended, 

including an impressive variety of Western 

Australians.  I suppose that Banksia solandri 

from the Stirling Ranges, Adenanthos sericeus, a 

Calothamnus (quadrifidus is my guess) and 

Dryandra praemorsa would have been predicted 

to have a reasonable chance to succeed. But 

others were more surprising (to me), for example 

Grevillea bipinnatifida and Callistachys 

lanceolata (both flowering well when I visited in 

early June on a misty overcast day when the 

thermometer did not reach 20 degrees, and they 

call that early summer ), Banksia praemorsa, 

Grevillea flexuosa, and particularly our 

favourites, Eremophilas.  

There were only two of them, E. nivea (Stefani 

is standing in front of it in the photo next 

column
3
) and E. splendens.  

                                                 
3
 The little grey thing at her feet!! 

 

 

The E. nivea did not seem bothered too much by 

the misty weather, but the E. splendens did not 

have many leaves and looked like it didn’t really 

want to be there. Yet it was flowering rather 

nicely. Perhaps we could help them by sending 

cuttings of some of the tougher Eremophilas? 

So, until I 

hear 

otherwise 

(Kew 

Gardens 

maybe?), I 

will claim 

to have 

found the 

two 

northern-

most 

Eremophilas in the open ground on the planet.  

  

https://www.ticinotopten.ch/en/parks/brissago-islands
https://www.ticinotopten.ch/en/parks/brissago-islands
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The Final Word on E. glabra Mildura 
Orange 
David Pye 

[Editor’s Note: There has been prolonged 

discussion in recent newsletters about E. glabra 

Mildura Orange] 

Sorry to take so long to provide further 

information, but I wished to confirm what plant 

had actually been sold at Melton, and the only 

purchaser that I could find was on holiday. 

There is no plant of Eremophila glabra Mildura 

form in the Melton Botanic Garden.  The plant 

in question was propagated from cuttings 

supplied from our home garden and is not the 

Mildura Orange sold by Lang's.
4
 

Its flower colour meets the description of the 

Eremophila glabra Mildura form in the 

Goldfields 

website, as 

bronze/red. As 

well as having 

similar foliage, 

it has bronze 

buds opening to 

red flowers.  It 

was probably 

purchased from Goldfields some years ago. 

Unfortunately, when I photographed the plant in 

our garden, the flowers in the photos have an 

orange appearance, which does not match the 

plant itself. I have not sent these photos because 

they are misleading.  Interestingly, the flowers in 

the photo on the Goldfields website do not 

match their bronze/red description either, but 

have a maroon-like tint. 

This week, I finally obtained a specimen of the 

plant sold by the Melton nursery. Unfortunately, 

it had finished flowering, but the owners 

described the flower colour as red.  Its foliage 

was the same as the Eremophila glabra Mildura 

form in our garden. 

It is clear that the plant sold by the Melton 

Nursery was not "Mildura Orange", but was the 

                                                 
4
 We believe this is the ground cover form of E. glabra 

ssp. carnosa, recently registered as E. glabra Fruit Salad. 

Mildura form sold by Goldfields Nursery. There 

are extensive records of plants propagated in the 

nursery, and while there is record of the plant in 

our garden being propagated, there is no record 

of a "Mildura Orange" being propagated at the 

nursery. The name "Mildura Orange" only 

appeared at time of labelling prior to sale, and is 

clearly an unfortunate error, probably due to 

poor handwriting. 

The nursery is staffed entirely by volunteers, 

with no paid staff, and different people working 

on different days. Mistakes can occur, just as 

they do in commercial nurseries, and even in 

Botanic Gardens with qualified paid staff. 

More on Happy Mac 
Peter Bevan

5
 

A bit more on Eremophila Happy Mac. 

This plant was given to me by the late Tim 

Kolaczyk as an E. maculata hybrid. We grew it 

here on the Rail trail in Lowood and a lot of 

people asked to buy it. We decided it was worth 

a name and to sell it to the public. I grow two 

forms of E. maculata ssp brevifolia. Happy Mac 

differs from the other two in that the leaves are 

not as rounded. The pedicel on Happy Mac is 

short and straight. The pedicel on the other two 

are long and S-shaped. 

Website Image Gallery 

We are nearly there! Calling for pics of the 

remaining stragglers from Chinnock’s book: E. 

pallida, E. petrophila, E. phillipsii, E. pungens, 

E. sargentii, E. setacea, E. simulans, E. 

spathulata, E. spinescens, E. spuria, E. 

stenophylla, E. tenella, E. ternifolia, E. 

vernicosa, E. veronica, E. verrucosa (two 

subspecies), E. youngii ssp. lepidota. 

See the gallery at 
http://www.anpsa.org.au/eremophilaSG/gallery/  

                                                 
5
 Editor’s note - Last Newsletter’s photo of an E. maculata 

dubbed ‘Happy Mac’ was speculated to be a light-
coloured form of E. maculata ssp. brevifolia. This is 
Peter’s response to that item 

http://www.anpsa.org.au/eremophilaSG/gallery/
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ESG Field Trip – Queensland, 2020 
Dates: 4pm on 31 July 2020 until evening of 2 August 2020; optional to midday 3 August. 

Places: Warwick, Toowoomba & (optionally) Lowood, Queensland 

Bookings are now open! Go to http://tix.yt/esg-queensland-2020 

Keynote Speaker: Dr Rachael Fowler Postdoctoral Research Fellow, 

University of Melbourne: Molecular phylogeny of Eremophila and 

closely related genera of tribe Myoporeae 

Venues:  

Warwick: 37 Guy St (Warwick Uniting Church) and two gardens.  

Toowoomba: Three gardens – all very different; own arrangements to 

Highfields Garden Centre. 

Lowood: Pete’s Hobby Nursery and the Lowood Railtrail 

You have to book your own accommodation!!! 

Other Speakers: 

1. Ms Jan Glazebrook – Eremophilas of Queensland 

2. Dr Lyndal Thorburn – The Study Group and its Role in Conservation and Horticulture  

3. Dr Ben Greatrex – A systematic approach for the analysis of phytochemicals in Eremophila. 

4. Mr Peter Bevan – Introduction to the Lowood Railtrail 

Provisional program 

Date  Time Activity 

Fri 31 July 

WARWICK 

4:00pm Registration, meet and greet 

6:00pm Dinner (provided) 

 7:00pm Formal welcome and speaker 1, Jan Glazebrook  

Sat 1 August 

WARWICK 

8:45am Welcome and housekeeping 

9:00am The Study Group and its Role in Conservation and Horticulture, 

Lyndal Thorburn 

 9:45am Morning tea (provided)  

 10:15am Eremophila Phytochemistry, Ben Greatrex 

 11:00am Introduction to the Lowood Railtrail, Peter Bevan 

 11:45am Briefing for afternoon program 

 12:00pm Lunch (provided) 

 1:00pm Garden Visit 1 (to 2:15pm) 

 2:30pm Garden visit 2 (to 4:00pm) (note - afternoon tea – own 

arrangements) 

 6:00pm Dinner (provided) 

 7:00pm Keynote Speaker, Rachael Fowler 

Sun 2 August  

TOOWOOMBA 

9:00am Garden visit 3 and morning tea (provided) 

11:15am Garden visit 4 and lunch (provided) 

 1:30pm Garden visit 5 (note - afternoon tea – own arrangements) 

 3:30pm Garden visit 6, formal Close and dinner (provided)  

 7:00pm Finish of formal program 

MONDAY  

LOWOOD 

9:30 (Railtrail) Garden visit 7, nursery visit; morning tea (provided) 

12:00 Lunch – Lowood Hotel (at own cost) 
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Guerrilla Gardening 
John Upsher  

A Guerrilla Gardener finds a piece of unloved 

municipal land, removes the rubbish and 

weeds, and then puts in plants to suit the site. 

To seek approval might not be rewarding 

because someone could say 'no'. 

My first site was an ancient riverbank with 

some council-installed retaining walls. Now, 

ten years on, and with Eucalypts, Acacias and 

Eremophilas prominent, the site is mature so 

that weeds are not a problem. Below are views 

before and after. 

 

 

Among six other gardens that I maintain, one is 

a pedestrian easement that is now an 

Eremophila showcase with 50 specimens of 

over 30 types and resident New Holland 

Honeyeaters. It is now full of New Holland 

Honeyeaters. Here, Council has approved the 

project and is providing mulch!  

 

 

 

Eremophilas feature strongly in all of my 

project gardens, partly because once 

established, given Melbourne’s climate, they 

are self-supporting and make a real 

contribution to the urban forest. 

NSW Sub-Group meeting 
Date: Saturday 8 February 2020 

Time: 10.00am to 12.00pm  

Location: Ian Cox’s home, 5 Ivy Place Kenthurst 

Agenda: Eremophilas in drought, fire & smoke 

More info: EREMgenus4719 @ hotmail.com   

mailto:EREMgenus4719@hotmail.com
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From Your Letters/Emails 
Catriona Bate and Phil Trickett (NSW): We 

had a day from hell on Saturday 5 January. 

Catriona (Bate) and I fought the fires from 2pm 

to 8pm.  

Two firies arrived early and told us we were on 

our own, as they had no resources available. 

We rotated between four hoses as embers 

engulfed our garden. Easily the most exhausted 

we have ever felt. It was such a struggle to 

keep going in 47
o
C heat. We could have lost 

our house several times as we fought an 

outbreak on one side of the house, hoping that 

nothing was happening on the other sides.  

By 8pm we had saved our house though our 

precious native garden is a mess. A long night 

dealing with smouldering. Old timers tell us 

that fire has never been through this area which 

is a rainforest pocket. How times have 

changed!! 

It appears, in the end, that only about a third of 

our garden has been burnt out. Interesting to 

see the effects of reflected heat on other plants 

- we’ll be watching to see what survives. We 

managed to save all our nursery infrastructure 

too, although a number of grafts have gone due 

to extreme temperatures on the fire day. We 

consider ourselves extremely lucky, as at least 

nine houses were lost along our road, and of 

course dozens at Conjola just over the 

highway. 

Norma Boschen (Vic): Thank You for another 

very interesting Newsletter.  

We are very busy here. In contrast to NSW, the 

season is very good (bumper crops).  My 

Eremophila have flowered very well. I have 

several in flower at the present: E. polyclada x 

divaricata Summertime Blue is a picture; E. 

falcata and E. "sulcata" have been beautiful.  

I noticed E. alternifolia from the south coast of 

WA (nearly in the sea spray) has come out, it’s 

a rounded bush 1.2 m x 2 m. There is an E. 

glabra cross out near my back door, it’s a mass 

of pink. It has been eaten by wingless 

grasshoppers for several years.  

We had reasonable winter rains but only one 

rain of 23mm for the spring. I don't water. 

We enjoyed our trip to Jan Hall’s and Glenda 

and Bernie Datson's.
6
 I found E. corditasepala 

in Jan's garden and wondered how common it 

is in cultivation. I don't have it. 

I have been growing E. duttonii for a long time. 

I have found it very difficult to root. One 

collection given to me by Geoff Needham will 

root. The last ones I collected were from just 

south of Quilpie. It dislikes our winters and all 

the leaves get fungus. It grows out of it in the 

spring but has dead leaves all the way up the 

branches. They were very beautiful in the wild. 

Ian Cox 

(NSW): I 

couldn’t stop 

myself 

sending this 

little one (left) 

– it’s been 

flowering its 

head off! It’s 

E. cuneifolia x 

fraseri and I 

collected the 

cutting from 

Robb’s place 

when we had 

our meeting 

there earlier in 

the year. 

Charles Farrugia (NSW): Only 2 mm of rain 

in November – temperatures between 32
o
C and 

37
o
C – water restrictions – but there is still one 

shining light in the garden E. cuneifolia (small 

leaf – pic below). 

There 

are 

others 

with a 

few 

flowers 

on them 

– E. 

prostrata 

                                                 
6
 Organised by the Vic sub-group of ESG, see NL 125 
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(variant), E. bowmanii (white), E. acrida 

‘Bushy Park Station’ that is dying a very slow 

death, with no new growth at all. I managed to 

have a successful graft after many attempts. E. 

fasciata has started flowering again, but has 

plenty of dieback and also plenty of new 

growth. E. dalyana is full of buds again 

although the flowering on it is sporadic. 

(January) If some Eremophila growers are like 

me, no pruning has been done this summer. 

With the extreme conditions we have, plus 

water restrictions, I don’t feel it is the right 

time to prune. I’ll be waiting till conditions 

improve a bit. 

Maria Hitchcock (NSW): I'd like to 

congratulate you on an excellent newsletter.  

No doubt you have heard of our dreadful 

drought in northern NSW which is now 

resulting in fires all over the Tablelands and in 

the ranges impacting on the coast. 

A couple of months ago I was invited to run a 

plant stall at the Hanging Rock Festival. I took 

all my Eremophila and Crowea. I have to say 

the Eremophilas sold very well despite the 

drought and people from all over told me that 

the Eremophilas were the plants that seemed to 

survive the best.  

I have a number of different colour forms of E. 

maculata, which are all doing quite well 

despite only getting watered about once a 

fortnight. My E. glabra lutea is surviving as 

well as E. decipiens and the hybrid E. nivea x 

drummondii. I'd now like to expand on my 

range as I feel that with the warmer and drier 

climate that we can now expect, Eremophilas 

will do well. When we first moved to the 

Tablelands 45 years ago, it was cooler and 

wetter and I struggled to grow them. This to me 

is a sign of climate change and how we will 

have to adapt our gardening.  

Hans Griesser (SA): Thank you very much for 

another most interesting newsletter! It 

motivates me to be not just a passive member, 

but to contribute to a lively Study Group.  

In 2015 the Sampson Flat fire went through the 

back 2/3 of my property (the house, shed, and 

the English-style garden in their vicinity, 

inherited from the previous owners, did not 

suffer any damage). I then took photos to 

document the regeneration or lack thereof.  

While a pleasing number of plants recovered, 

for Eremophilas, alas, the outcomes were 

mostly not good. It was not surprising that I 

ended up with a number of Myoporum plants 

where previously I had had grafted 

Eremophilas. But, for Eremophilas on their 

own roots, in most cases there was no recovery 

from the burnt ruins. A few recovered but only 

did so after a long wait, after I had pulled up an 

apparently dead remnant of E. microtheca only 

to find the roots were still green. I left other 

stumps for two years to make their decision. So 

I am not highly flattering on their fire 

resistance. 

Tony Porritt (Vic): I thought I would send 

you a couple of photos of the Eremophilas you 

gave us when you stayed,
7
 as they are doing so 

well. Below is E. decipiens in flower. 

 

The second photo (over) shows the three 

Eremophilas in the garden – E. maculata 

yellow in the foreground, E. decipiens and E. 

ciliata. 

                                                 
7
 I visited Tony in Sydney when I spoke at an ANPS 

meeting in June 2019 



Eremophila Study Group Newsletter 126 January 2020  ISSN-0811-529X – print version  

                                                                                                       ISSN-2208-8806 – online version 

23 | P a g e  

 

 

Bev Rice (SA): I have attached a photo of an 

Eremophila I have had for many years and was 

never sure as to which Eremophila it was, as 

the label was E. maculata Thunder Cloud.  

Several other growers told me that that was 

wrong but didn’t know which E. maculata it 

was – however after seeing the photo on the 

front of your Newsletter of E. maculata 

Carmine Star, I am pretty sure that this is what 

I have had for years.  Do you agree?
8
 

 

I am afraid the drought has taken its toll in my 

garden and many of the E. maculata specimens 

look decidedly devoid of their usual dense 

foliage especially E. maculata ssp. brevifolia.  

Interestingly E. stenophylla flowered more 

profusely than usual under the drier conditions. 

Ian Tranter (NSW): I have taken some shots 

of the two chimeras and noticed a clear 

difference in the leaf hairs.  It is good to now 

have a way of telling them apart when they are 

not flowering. So, Curlewis (E. mackinlayii 

                                                 
8
 It is hard to tell from the colour, but I think the flower 

looks too light to be Carmine Star and the bud too pink, 
(but it definitely isn’t Thundercloud, which is much 
darker) 

skin) has strong purple flowers and a sparse 

tracery of dendritic hairs on the leaves (below).  

 

Drysdale (E. hygrophana skin) has mauve 

flowers and tight star-like balls of hairs over 

the surface (below).  

 

I am not sure I can tell with the glandular hairs 

on the sepals. Both seem to have fewer hairs 

but glandular on the flower stem, and Drysdale 

is more densely hairy on the outsides of the 

sepals (Drysdale left, Curlewis right). 
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About the Study Group  

The Eremophila Study Group aims to further knowledge about the cultivation, propagation and conservation of the 200+ species of 

Eremophilas, an endemic genus of Australian plants. It is one of several Study Groups which operates under the auspices of the 

Australian Native Plants Society (Australia) (ANPSA). 

SUBSCRIPTIONS  

Membership is $5 per annum. Subscriptions for a financial year can be sent by cheque posted to 3 

Considine Close Greenleigh NSW 2620 or (preferably) paid by direct deposit into the Group’s bank 

account: 

BSB: 105-125     

Bank name: Bank of South Australia 

Account No.: 013 751 340             

A/c name: ASGAP Eremophila Study Group 

Please put your surname and state/group membership in direct deposit details 

ANPSA policy is that regional groups pay for two subscriptions in recognition that Study Group material 

will be used by several group members 

New members, please download the application form from our website and send with your cheque/transfer 

(details below) http://anpsa.org.au/eremophilaSG/index.html  

Study Groups allow members with specific interests to develop that interest to the fullest extent and to contribute in a practical way 

to the body of knowledge on the Australian flora.  Active members collect information on the genus and send their observations to 

the leader who collates and publishes the information, in a newsletter or in other Society publications. The Study Group can record 

any aspect of cultivation, propagation and ecology of the preferred genus. Study Groups are expected to publish at least two 

newsletters per year. 

In addition to paying annual fees, members must also be members of an ANPSA-affiliated regional society 

(http://anpsa.org.au/region.html).   

This Study Group aims to study the cultivation and propagation of the genus Eremophila; to expand cultivation of Eremophila in 

gardens; and to examine the growing requirements of the various species to improve their reliability.  

Leader: Dr Lyndal Thorburn, Life Member of ANPS Canberra. Contact her through lthorburn (at) viria.com.au or 

phone 0418 972 438 or 02 6297 2437   Address: 3 Considine Close Greenleigh NSW 2620 

Honorary members: Ken Warnes and Russell Wait 

Newsletters are available in Black and White by post and in COLOUR by email or CD.  

For more general information about Study Groups, contact Ms Jane Fountain Coordinator, Study Groups, Australian Native 

Plants Society (Australia) (jlfountain5 (at) gmail.com)    

Articles from the Newsletter can be reproduced in full without further reference to the Editor, providing that photos are credited to 

the original photographer/s (these are noted in the text). Where only a part or summary of an article is to be used, this must be 

cleared with the Study Group Leader prior to publication. Please allow two weeks for this clearance to be obtained.  

NEXT NEWSLETTER MAY 2020 

FOR SALE   

DVDs of all the formal presentations from the September 2017 SA field trip  

To purchase, deposit $12 in the Study Group account and email the Editor with your 

details 

WE NOW ONLY HAVE 2 DVDs LEFT – GET IN QUICK IF YOU WANT ONE! 

 

E. forrestii  

Brian Freeman 

http://anpsa.org.au/eremophilaSG/index.html
http://anpsa.org.au/region.html
mailto:lthorburn@viria.com.au

