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Letter from the Editor 
Happy New Year everyone and we hope 2022 

brings something better than we had in 2020 

and 2021.   

We have started off the year well, with news of 

a grant from Native Plants Queensland Geoff 

Simmons Bequest for collection and study of 

Queensland Eremophila seed (fruit) (page 11). 

We need volunteers to help collect samples.  

You need to register with our collaborators at 

the University of Queensland. Work starts in 

April (when it is cooler) so please act soon!  

Events are already planned for 2022, with sub-

group meetings planned in SA (April) and in 

Victoria (May). And, this is the year of the 

Biennial Conference, to be held in Kiama in 

September – see p.10 for more information on 

how the Study Group may participate.   

It also happens to be our 50th anniversary year 

as a Study Group so we may hold an extra 

short event during the conference to celebrate 

(also page 10). I am also planning some 

commemorative “merchandise” to raise public 

awareness and generate income, and maybe 

even a raffle.  The first bit of merchandise is a 

colouring book – and we need your input. See 

page 15 for more on that!  

I am forever grateful for your ongoing support 

and enthusiastic input to surveys and projects – 

let’s make 2022 our best year yet!! 

Happy reading! and 

stay safe everyone 

 

Lyndal Thorburn 

Leader and Editor  

Eremophilas in the News 

Academic publications 
An article1 in Biomolecules journal reports that 

a crude extract of leaves of Eremophila galeata 

 
1 Reversal of ABCG2/BCRP-Mediated Multidrug 
Resistance by 5,3′,5′-Trihydroxy-3,6,7,4′-

reversed the resistance of colon cancer cells to 

an anti-cancer compound, SN-38. The active 

compound in the Eremophila extract was 

identified as 5,3′,5′-trihydroxy-3,6,7,4′-

tetramethoxyflavone. One study group member 

– Bevan Buirchell – is a co-author, with the 

main research group being in Denmark and 

France (the Denmark group co-hosted the 

international Eremophila conference in 

Melbourne a few years ago).  

A pre-print has been published by Australian 

Systematic Botany entitled Resolution of the 

Eremophila tietkensii (Scrophulariaceae) 

species complex based on congruence between 

morphological and molecular pattern analyses. 

It separates out two new species – E. 

naaykensii (formerly E. sp. Hamersley Range 

and E. hurteri (formerly E. sp. Calvert Range) 

– from E. tietkensii based on morphological 

and molecular data. In contrast, a third 

potential new species, E. sp. Rudall River, was 

found to fall within the characteristic of E. 

tietkensii.  More information will be published 

when the full article is available. 

APS SA Journal 
The August 2021 APS Journal from South 

Australia contained an article by Lyn 

Bartholomeusz on the Northern York Peninsula 

Group’s “Native BnB” project (pp16-17). It 

showed a blue-banded bee visiting Eremophila 

muelleriana and resin bees on what appears to 

be E. ‘Summertime Blue’. 

What’s New in the Study Group 

New Members 
Welcome to Erica Shedley (WA).  

Other member news 
We lost two long standing and highly regarded 

Sydney members in December. Sydney 

member Kyrill Taylor died after a short illness. 

Only a few days later we received notice of the 

death of Gordon Brooks. Both were original 

 
Tetramethoxyflavone Isolated from the Australian 
Desert Plant Eremophila galeata Chinnock  
Biomolecules 11(10) Issue 10 
https://www.mdpi.com/2218-273X/11/10/1534/htm  

https://www.mdpi.com/journal/biomolecules
https://www.mdpi.com/2218-273X/11/10
https://www.mdpi.com/2218-273X/11/10/1534/htm
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members of the ESG Sydney branch and were 

active and well-regarded throughout APS 

NSW. Two of our members have provided 

their memories: 

Charles Farrugia writes: Sadly, we say 

goodbye to two original ESG Sydney branch 

members. 

Kyrill Taylor, who was also active in the Fern 

Study Group and more broadly APS East Hills, 

got great enjoyment from the ESG Sydney 

branch meetings and garden visits. I shall 

always recall Kyrill’s sense of humour and the 

encouraging conversations about the Sydney 

Group at the end of each meeting. 

I also recall Kyrill’s kind advice when he was 

looking at my Eremophila garden. But most of 

all I remember Kyrill as an intelligent, kind and 

honest friend. The photo of Kyrill below (left, 

with Ian Tranter and Ken Warnes) was taken at 

Ian Cox’s place. 

 

As Gordon Brooks originally lived in SA, he 

had quite a bit of knowledge about growing 

Eremophila. When he moved to Sydney, he 

and Noel Gane pioneered Eremophila growing 

in the Sydney Region.  

It was with Gordon (below right, with Charles) 

that I first raised the idea of starting a Sydney 

branch of the ESG. With great encouragement 

from he & Noel, the branch had its first 

meeting on 12 October 2003.  

 

Because of my total lack of knowledge about 

Eremophilas and gardening in general, Gordon 

(below, top left) chaired the early years’ 

meetings, sometimes also held at his place at 

Castle Hill. He was a great mentor to me, many 

times politely correcting my mistakes on the 

meeting’s minutes. 

 

Also from Ken Warnes: Gordon truly was the 

Founding Father of the Sydney sub-group and I 

well recall his stunned surprise, replaced by 

great excitement, when I telephoned him with 

the offer from Russell and me to come over for 

one of the meetings.  

We met at Ian Cox’s home and also visited the 

gardens of Gordon and Noel Gane. Noel was 

very unwell by that stage, but was so proud to 

show us what he had achieved with his unique 

methods.  

I’ve been told that without that visit the group 

would have struggled to survive, but that was 

all the encouragement needed for many years 

of combined friendship and achievement 

among you. You can all be very proud of what 

you have jointly achieved and Gordon’s spirit 

will be with you at all times. 

A wider tribute to Gordon, who was a life 

member of APS NSW, will be published in a 

forthcoming ANPS NSW newsletter. 

Gordon Brooks was also one of the first people 

to try using hormones to enhance striking of 

Eremophila – this is reported in NL 16 of 

December 1979. 
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Feature species – Eremophila 
georgei 
Lyndal Thorburn 

Eremophila georgei is a small to medium shrub 

from 0.3 to 2-2.5m high and up to 1.5m wide. 

It grows in the central Austin Botanic District 

of WA and eastwards into the Great Victoria 

Desert.  It generally occurs in loamy soil in 

mulga woodland, under which it will form 

dense stands. It was collected by W J George, a 

mine manager at Mt Magnet, in 1902 and was 

described by Ludwig Diels in 1905.  

Description 
E. georgei is placed in Section Eremaeae in 

Chinnock’s monograph, but is distinguished 

from most species in this Section by having 

short-branched hairs on its branches. All but 

three species in this Section (E. georgei, E. 

clarkei and E. ringens) have simple hairs.  

E. georgei and E. clarkei were, for some time, 

a “complex”, meaning a collection of 

morphology similar species that needed study 

to be able to distinguish species and subspecies 

(the same as we know E. glabra to be today!).   

In 1979, Chinnock split E. punctata from the 

complex, reporting this first in ESG NL 16 of 

that year, then in 1980 in a formal academic 

publication2 and, later, the Flora of Central 

Australia. The Flora noted that all species in 

the E. clarkei-E. georgei complex within that 

region were included under the former name.  

The two species were later split based on a the 

“length to width” ratio of the leaf. Other 

differences include the shape of the sepals. 

Several other species, notably E. obliquisepela, 

E. simulans, E. conglomerata, E. pungens, E. 

incisa and E. flabellata, all formerly part of the 

same complex, were recognised in Chinnock’s 

monograph published in 2007. Some of these 

species look very similar but can be 

distinguished by a combination of features like 

growth form, leaves, sepal margins and hairs 

 
2 Chinnock, J (1980): Five New Species of Eremophila 
from Western Australia, J. Adelaide Botanic Gardens, 
2(3): 259-270 

on branches and leaves. The fine white hairs on 

the branches of E. georgei, in particular, are 

branched or almost star-shaped (hair samples 

on page 9 numbered C1 to C4 happen to be of 

E. georgei) and they often appear to be in rows.  

Branches of E. georgei are also resinous and 

often the resin can obscure the hairs.  The resin 

has been extracted and studied and has been 

found to contain substances similar to cedrene,3 

which is a component of cedar oil and is used 

in medicine, solvents and perfumes.  

Leaves are mainly ovate to elliptic with serrate 

margins (see photos below and on the front 

page by Kevin Stokes). Calyces, also shown 

below, are green, pink or purple-brown and are 

retained after the flower falls. 

 

The flower has a typical insect-pollinated 

corolla: two fused petals above and three below 

forming a landing platform. Flowers are purple 

or pink, rarely white, violet or mauve. The pic 

of the mauve form below is by Kevin Sparrow.  

 

 
3 Forster, P et al (1993): A New Cedrene Isoprenelogue 
form the Resin of Eremophila georgei, Journal of Natural 
Products, 56(1): 147-152 
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Both mauve and purple (below – Andrew 

Brown) photos show the toothed leaves well.  

The purple flowered form with dark calyx has 

smaller leaves of that others in cultivation. 

 

Horticulture 
E. georgei is happy as an understorey plant 

given its natural habitat under mulga, but 

according to Russell Wait’s new book it is best 

in full sun.  From the member survey (n=14), 

65% reported that their plants were in sun all 

day with the remainder receiving sun half-day.  

There are several forms available, the best 

being one with a bright pink flower and which 

retains a rounded shape as it ages.  This form 

has a maximum height of about 0.7m. 

Another pink form, growing well in Owen, 

reaches 2m in diameter and forms a dense 

bush.  Other colour forms may lose the 

rounded shapes as they mature. 

The best forms for growing in the garden have 

large sepals which provide added colour after 

the flowers have died.  From the survey, 77% 

of members growing this species have the pink 

form, 38% grow the purple form and 31% 

grow the mauve/violet form. 

Most survey respondents were growing their 

plants in the ground, in a range of soils e.g. 

hydrophobic sandy loam, red clay, red sandy 

loam, alluvial loams. Most also mulched. 

Survey respondents reported prolific flowering 

for E. georgei in spring and sporadically 

throughout the year, with the least activity in 

winter.  One member thought the flowers that 

did appear in winter were also smaller than 

those during spring and at other times of the 

year.  

Drought, rain, frost and wind 
According to Boschen, Goods and Wait, E. 

georgei is very drought tolerant and does not 

require supplementary water once established. 

One member had had difficulty in establishing 

the plant and found it did benefit from 

supplementary watering on their sandy soil. 

Others commented it is difficult in their coastal 

sites and in Melbourne.  

Rainfall in the respondents’ regions ranged 

from 350mm p.a. to 1200mm p.a. The 

overwhelming view from 93% of respondents 

was that heavy rain had no visible effect on 

plants. One respondent., living in a region with 

>1000mm p.a., had a plant die after heavy rain.  

It is frost tolerant, although lush young plants 

may receive tip damage.  Respondents to the 

survey mostly had some frost (range 2 days per 

year to 40 days per year) and 75% reported no 

damage from frosts.  The remainder reported 

minor tip burn.  

According to respondents, wind doesn’t seem 

to cause major damage, although some had 

their plants staked and others were growing 

them in protected positions.  

Longevity 
E. georgei is a variable shrub which grows well 

as a graft (see below) but appears to be 

relatively short lived, rarely surviving beyond 

10 years in the garden if grafted, less as a 

cutting grown plant.  

Survey respondents reported their plants were 

up to but not older than 10 years, and two 

reported their plants died at 5 years and 2 

years.  

Pruning 
Most survey respondents advocated regular tip 

pruning. One respondent reported several 

branches dying when pruned by 50% and the 

plant took a long time to recover.  Another 

respondent noted that occasionally branches 

die, and these are then removed.  
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Pests 
One respondent reported attacks from red 

spider mites. 

Propagation 
E. georgei will strike from cuttings but, 

according to Boschen Goods and Wait, these 

can take some time and must be of fresh, firm 

tip growth and are best taken in warmer 

months.  

Boschen, Goods and Wait also recommend 

grafting plants that are to be grown further 

south, in heavy soils or near the coast.  Indeed, 

57% of survey respondents reported growing 

grafted plants. The most common stock plant 

was Myoporum montanum. Three members 

reported using M. insulare but one of these 

noted that there was a problem with 

compatibility on this species.  

Hybrids 

E georgei X glabra  
This slow-

growing hybrid is 

known as ‘Murrin 

Magic’ or ‘Murrin 

Wonder’ 

(unregistered) and 

it is grown by all 

respondents to our 

survey.  

Russell Wait 

collected this 

hybrid in 1997 

between Laverton 

and Leonora in 

loamy clay soil. It 

is a shrub 1mH x 

1mW with a pink 

corolla. When found, it was growing with an 

orange-flowered grey-leaved E. glabra.. The 

original hybrid discovered is no longer there. 

The flower, as shown above (pic Lyndal 

Thorburn) has a corolla mid-way in shape 

between an insect- and a bird-shape due to the 

parentage. Russell notes that he has seen both 

birds and insects working the flowers in the 

wild. 

The leaf, shown below with the open flowers, 

is more like the E. glabra parent.  

The bud is a gorgeous peachy colour – the 

flower becomes pink after the bud has opened. 

The calyx has short bright green sepals with 

bronze tips (pic of flower by Lyndal Thorburn 

and of shrub by Russell Wait). 

  

 

It flowers in spring and sporadically through 

the year and does best in full sun with air 

circulation. It appears to be short-lived in the 

garden (maybe 4-5 years). 
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E. georgei x E. simulans ssp. megacalyx. 
This natural hybrid is a shrub to 1.5mH x 

1.5mW but it can get about 2mH x2mW in 

cultivation. Leaf size and shape varies, because 

this hybrid has occurred several times.  It 

probably lasts less than 10 years in the garden.  

The corolla is lilac and the large sepals, which 

are retained after the flower falls, are maroon 

and green. The pics of the flower below are by 

Chris Strachan and Russell Wait and of the 

calyces by Chris Strachan).   

 

 

 

In other ways it is similar to the E. georgei 

parent – it tolerates medium frosts, does best in 

full sun but can handle some shade, and 

flowers in spring.  

E. georgei x E. homoplastica. 
This is a hybrid of uncertain origin, collected 

form the wild by Ron Dadd. While included 

here as a hybrid of E. georgei, it may also be E. 

clarkei x E. homoplastica.  

I have no photo!! 

General recommendations 
Respondents recommended E. georgei for its 

flowering and as a feature in the garden. 

 

Members commented on its showy flowers and 

attractive foliage and bracts, but some 

cautioned that it was a plant for the enthusiast 

because of its relatively short life in the garden. 

This also argues in favour of choosing grafted 

plants when intending to plant them in the 

ground.  It also seems to do better when it isn’t 

crowded by other plants.   

Acknowledgements 
Thanks to the 14 Study Group members who 

responded to the survey (this is ALL the SG 

members who also said they grew this species 

in the 2020 What are You Growing Survey) 

and to Ken Warnes, Bob Chinnock and Russell 

Wait for input to the text. 

  



Eremophila Study Group Newsletter 134 February 2022 ISSN-0811-529X – print version  

                                                                                                       ISSN-2208-8806 – online version 

8 | P a g e  

 

Identifying Eremophila from Photos 
Lyndal Thorburn and Ken Warnes 

We are all guilty of this – we take a walk in a 

park or a natural region and we see a plant that 

we don’t know. Snap! We take a picture of the 

flower. We get home, and email it off to 

someone, saying “what’s this?” 

This happened recently when a member posted 

the photos below, asking for an ID.   

 

 

In this case, the photos showed plenty of useful 

information for identification.  However this is 

not always the case –for Eremophila it is very 

difficult to identify a plant from a single photo, 

especially of the flower.  For those of you with 

a copy of Chinnock’s book, you will know of 

the importance of calyx, leaf and stem hairs in 

the dichotomous key he developed to 

distinguish one species from another.  While 

we now know that morphology may not be 

supported by DNA analysis, this key is 

currently the only way to distinguish one 

species from another in the wild or in the 

garden (at least, for the 216 described at the 

time). 

So, what should you look for (and photograph) 

to give the recipient of that photo a fighting 

chance of identifying the (now distant) plant 

you are so keen to know about? 

Here are some tips: 

1. Where are you? – record GPS or broader 

location (e.g. National Part name), and also 

whether the plant is obviously planted or if 

it is wild. For the former, location will likely 

become irrelevant in its ID. 

2. What is the shape and size of the bush? Is it 

open or dense? Upright or sprawling? Take 

a photo of the whole bush, showing whether 

it is growing (if in the wild) in the open or 

as an understorey. Note width and height. 

3. What shape and arrangement are the sepals? 

Are they long/short, narrow/wide, even-

sized, toothed or untoothed? Are they 

separate all the way down the length of the 

calyx or do they join together at some point? 

Are they recurved?  

4. Is the calyx retained after flowering? What 

is the length and colour of the calyx in 

relation to the length and colour of the 

flower? Is it hairy or smooth (or glossy)? 

Does it go brown after the flowers have 

fallen or does it retain colour and, if so, 

what is it? 

5. Are the pedicels single or does more than 

one come out of each axil?  Are they short 

or long, curved or straight? Do they expand 

or flatten below the flower? 

6. Note the shape of the leaves (linear, 

lanceolate etc), their length and width, and 

whether edges toothed or untoothed? Are 

they recurved, flat…and do they look green 

or grey? 

7. Are stems smooth, lined, knobbly, 

hairy….and are they brown or green or 

some other colour? Are they the same shape 
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for all their length, are they round or 

flattened? Are all branches the same colour? 

8. Hairs (important!) – do the flowers, leaves, 

calyces or stems have hairs? If yes, are they 

simple or divided (e.g. trees, stars) and 

where do they occur? Are they glandular or 

not? The picture of different types of 

branched and glandular hair types below is 

from Chinnock, page 28 (Fig.7) 

 

Key: A,B,C,D dendritic; E stellate; F,G,H simple glandular; I 
dendritic branched; J,K glandular forked; L,M glandular head, 
N glandular papillae 

9. Is there any fruit? What shape is it? 

10. Petals – how are the lobes of the flower 

arranged? Are all the petals the same length 

or do some fuse and, if so, what is the 

pattern? 

11. Finally, to the flower as a whole – what 

is the colour of the bud and the flower, do 

flowers of different ages show different 

colours, are they spotted and if so where, do 

they stay on the bush when dead or fall off? 

All these characteristics will help to identify a 

species or, more importantly, rule out many 

options. Photos of all these will give the 

recipient a fighting chance of an ID. Better 

still, it may enable the photographer 

themselves to do some detective work using a 

key (see Box). Happy identifying! 

Using online keys 
Did you know that some Eremophila can be 

found online using LUCID keys?  These are 

mostly available by State and include: 

Plants and Fungi of South-Western NSW  
https://keys.lucidcentral.org/keys/v3/scotia/key

/Plants%20and%20Fungi%20of%20south%20

western%20NSW/Media/Html/index.htm#E . 

This key includes flowers and shrubs of at least 

18 Eremophila species (including Summertime 

Blue, listed as Eremophila sp. Mauve).  

VicFlora  
https://vicflora.rbg.vic.gov.au/  

This is a current guide to the wild plants of 

Victoria and contains plant profiles, 

identification tools and illustrations. Key 

includes information on 24 Eremophila species.  

Western Australia Florabase 
https://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au/keys/ 

There are several detailed keys at family level 

but a broader search is possible through data 

captured originally for The Western Australian 

Flora — A Descriptive Catalogue (2000) and 

continuously maintained until 2008. The 

advanced search can be used to find 

information on over 100 Eremophila species, 

and includes maps and pictures of flowers and 

shrubs; see 
https://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au/search/advanced 

Flora of Australia – Vascular Plants (National) 
https://keybase.rbg.vic.gov.au/keys/show/1541  

This interactive key allows the user to work 

down through Chinnock’s dichotomous key to 

identify any species of Eremophila up to the 

214 entries in his monograph.   

Start at the Current Node and select one of two 

options (it starts with the sepals!), to work 

through the key. 

Families of Flowering Plants of Australia 
This only goes down to family level and 

includes Myoporum and Eremophila within the 

Myoporaceae (using old terminology from the 

Flora of Australia). 

https://keys.lucidcentral.org/keys/v3/FFPA/key/FF

PA/Media/Html/Myoporaceae.htm  

https://keys.lucidcentral.org/keys/v3/scotia/key/Plants%20and%20Fungi%20of%20south%20western%20NSW/Media/Html/index.htm#E
https://keys.lucidcentral.org/keys/v3/scotia/key/Plants%20and%20Fungi%20of%20south%20western%20NSW/Media/Html/index.htm#E
https://keys.lucidcentral.org/keys/v3/scotia/key/Plants%20and%20Fungi%20of%20south%20western%20NSW/Media/Html/index.htm#E
https://vicflora.rbg.vic.gov.au/
https://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au/keys/
https://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au/search/advanced
https://keybase.rbg.vic.gov.au/keys/show/1541
https://keys.lucidcentral.org/keys/v3/FFPA/key/FFPA/Media/Html/Myoporaceae.htm
https://keys.lucidcentral.org/keys/v3/FFPA/key/FFPA/Media/Html/Myoporaceae.htm


Eremophila Study Group Newsletter 134 February 2022 ISSN-0811-529X – print version  

                                                                                                       ISSN-2208-8806 – online version 

10 | P a g e  

 

IP Australia Review of PBR 
IP Australia (the government agency which administers the rules that protect intellectual property) 

is reviewing the Plant Breeders’ Rights System. PBR was explained in NL123 of May 2019, but 

basically it allows breeders to own particular varieties of plants so they can charge a fee for their 

propagation and sale, e.g. as for Eremophila nivea ‘Blue Velvet’ and E. ‘Beryl’s Blue’.  The 

owners sell the labels to the wholesale nurseries for use on plants which are protected this way. 

The Australian Plants journal editors emailed Study Group leaders in October to alert them to the 

review. IP Australia wanted to interview people connected to different plant breeding activities in 

Australia to understand their experiences and what is currently helping or hindering use of PBR. 

These interviews were part of a longer program of work to improve the PBR system in Australia, 

in line with its overall purpose of encouraging development of new plant varieties. As a Study 

Group leader I was interviewed by the assessing team by Zoom in December 2021. The main 

points I made were: 

• Protecting Eremophila varieties using PBR is outside our reach because of the expense of trials 

required to prove the new variety is different, and the agent’s fee; and  

• The nursery industry has largely bypassed the PBR system by printing glossy labels for plants 

which are not PBR’d, though the price they charge for them is generally lower, and all 

nurseries are free to print their own labels. This latter activity is one of the things that 

contributes to the multiple names of some existing hybrids  

Progress on the review will be reported at the Australasian Plant Breeding Conference 13-16 

February or by other means if the conference is postponed (due to You-Know-What!).  

Biennial Conference and 50th Anniversary 
The ANPSA Biennial Conference will be held in Kiama from 10-16 September 2022.  To keep up 

with news, register your interest at https://austplants.com.au/ANPSA-Biennial-Conference-2022.  

So far, I have indicated we are willing to mount a display, participate in the conference program 

and host a Study Group meeting one evening – no further details are available as yet.   

However, this is also our 50th year as a Study Group and we could have an “event” during the 

conference to celebrate! While only about 10% of members seem to be planning to attend, they 

have expressed a preference (from January’s survey) for drinks after the conference on the 

Thursday.  I will let you know if I can arrange that once I liaise further with the organisers. We 

will have other events, including some “merchandise” (e.g. see page 15) and even a raffle. 

I have also asked Canberra region members about whether they would be willing to offer local 

(ACT/Yass/Queanbeyan) Eremophila activities after the Conference. This might suit those already 

driving to SA or Victoria as Canberra isn’t much of a detour, and offers an alternative route home 

to those from the north.  We have offers of at least two garden visits and of course there are other 

attractions including the Eremophila garden at the Arboretum and the Australian National Botanic 

Gardens.  This won’t be a formal post-Conference event and will only be open to ESG members – 

low key and easy-to-organise (I hope), given it will come at the end of a busy week.  

Please note that the ANPSA conference itself includes day tours on Wednesday and Friday but 

that longer post-conference tours (some rather far afield) will start on Saturday – hence 

participation in any Eremophila activities post-ANPSA conference will preclude involvement in 

these tours (you can’t be in two places at once!).  Watch your in-box for more info, and a survey 

to gauge interest in the Canberra diversion.

https://austplants.com.au/ANPSA-Biennial-Conference-2022
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Geoff Simmons Grant Success! 
The Study Group was successful in December 2021 in its application for a grant from the Geoff 

Simmons Bequest, administered by Native Plants Queensland. The grant, totalling $23,864, 

contributes to a total project budget of $87,935 with the balance coming from in-kind 

contributions from the Study Group and the University of Queensland (UQ), which will be sub-

contracted to complete the research over 12 months commencing April 2022.  

The Bequest encourages the collection and propagation of seed of Queensland native plants, 

particularly those not yet in cultivation and/or not otherwise available. Consequently, our project 

focuses on collection of seed (fruit) from the 26 species of Queensland Eremophila, with the 

exception of E. stenophylla and E. tetraptera, both of which are classed as rare and endangered.  

Members will be aware that preliminary work for the development of our Australian Research 

Council grant with UQ included asking members to send in fruit. Members responded 

magnificently, supplying 5,000 fruit of 68 species growing in their gardens by the end of 2021. A 

BIG THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO CONTRIBUTED 

A PhD student at UQ measured seed fill in these fruit using X-rays. These images threw up a 

perplexing question – most of the fruit received had poorly developed seed or no seeds at all. The 

images below of E. pantoni were typical and show that most seeds in the fruit received were 

empty (greyed-out in the x-rays below). Only a few had fully-formed seeds (centre) in the whole 

fruit (right).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The reason for this was not immediately clear, although low seed fill has been reported in a 

previous academic study.4 We wondered if domestic gardens lacked the native pollinators 

necessary for fertilisation and seed formation, or whether hotter days and/or colder nights (due to a 

changing climate) at critical points during the reproductive cycle was affecting pollen viability, 

stigma receptivity and subsequent seed formation. We also wondered if a micro-nutrient 

imbalance in domestic gardens inhibits pollen formation and/or stigma receptivity and seed 

formation.  

The ESG applied for funds from the Geoff Simmons Bequest in order to conduct preliminary 

research to answer some of the questions about why the fruits from members’ garden plants lack 

good quality seed, or lack seed altogether.  We aim to do this by comparing the existing garden-

collected seed from Queensland-native species with wild-sourced samples.  The outcomes of this 

work will provide data which will answer our current questions and provide input for larger grants 

(including the Australian Research Council).  

Hence, our research aims to collect seed from wild populations of Eremophila species in order to: 

 
4 Cochrane, A, K Brown and A Kelly (2002): Low temperature and low moisture storage of seed of the endemic 
Australian genus Eremophila R Br (Myoporaceae). Jnl of the Royal Society of Western Australia 85: 31-35 
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• determine fruit production and seed fill/quality for species growing in the wild and 

compare with fruit from the same species growing in members’ gardens;  

• correlate seed fill and weather events during flowering and seed formation;  

• compare pollen viability and pollen germination on the stigma with weather.   

The steps are:  

A. Collect fruit from wild populations of Eremophila in Queensland, recording GPS location. 

From the same places, collect soil and pollen samples. All samples will be stored at the Uni.   

B. Gather weather data for the collection locations; 

C. X-ray the fruit and record seed fill and quality; and 

D. Cross reference the weather data and seed fill information to draw conclusions about the 

influence of weather and climate on seed fill and viability 

E. examine pollen formation and cross reference with weather and climate data 

The soil samples will be stored for later analysis of micronutrients, should funds from other 

sources permit.  

The team at UQ is very experienced and comprises Dr Robyn Cave (horticulture), Professor Steve 

Adkins (plant physiology) and Dr Lynn Hoffman (plant physiology). 

We will be asking ESG members and members of Native Plants Queensland, and others, to assist 

with fruit collection (see box) in accordance with a protocol to be developed by the University, 

which will also receive and store all samples. The university will use X-rays and light microscopy 

to examine seed fill, seed morphology and embryo development.  Weather records will be 

obtained from the Bureau of Meteorology.  Collection will start in April (cooler in Queensland!).  

As a result of the work we hope we can collect seed of species not currently in cultivation to share 

with NPQ, draw conclusions about the factors that affect seed fill and its quality and draw some 

conclusions about the reasons for poor seed fill in domestic situations.   

This is important preliminary work for our ARC grant application (submitted December 2021), 

which aims to examine germination of Eremophila seed and develop means to induce germination 

for applications including mass planting in revegetation projects. Currently, these rely on a mix of 

tissue culture (producing clones) or gibberellic acid-induced germination (expensive).  As you will 

have read in earlier newsletters, Study Group members have been concerned about the lack of 

genetic diversity that is created by our current reliance on cuttings and grafting for propagation. 

We will find out if this larger application has been successful in March 2022 – if we succeed, this 

work will start in July 2022 and will run for 4 years.  

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS FOR QLD SEED COLLECTION 

Our Study Group has a grant from Queensland’s Geoff Simmons Bequest for research into seed 

fill in wild Eremophila. Our research partner, the University of Queensland (UQ), is designing a 

collection protocol for sampling Eremophila fruit, pollen and soil from wild sites so they can study 

what affects “seed set” per species.   

We are seeking volunteers from those who live in Queensland’s drier regions, or who can visit 

these regions, to collect fruit and record locations so UQ staff can then collect pollen and soil. If 

you can help during winter 2022, please contact Dr Robyn Cave from the UQ by emailing 

r.cave@uq.edu.au. Volunteers will be required to agree to collection limits in accordance with 

Queensland regulations and will need to be able to keep good written records.   

For more information go to http://anpsa.org.au/eremophilaSG/ESG-research.html. Please respond 

by 7 April 2022.

mailto:r.cave@uq.edu.au
http://anpsa.org.au/eremophilaSG/ESG-research.html
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Eremophila Study Group 

c/- 3 Considine Close 

Greenleigh NSW 2620 

20 November 2021 

Executive Director 

Australian National Botanic Gardens 

GPO Box 1777 

Canberra ACT 2601 

By email to: anbgmanagementplan@environment.gov.au 

 

Dear Sir 

COMMENTS FROM EREMOPHILA STUDY GROUP ON THE ANBG DRAFT 

MANAGEMENT PLAN 2022 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft management plan for the ANBG.  

As one of 17 Study Groups operating under the auspices of the Australian Native Plants Society 

(Australia) Inc, we strongly support the plan’s focus on national leadership, communication, 

education about native plants and partnerships that draw on diversity and expertise. 

The Eremophila Study Group was founded in 1972 and has its 50th anniversary in 2022. It brings 

together individuals with a diverse range of skills in the genus Eremophila from around Australia. 

Our membership includes the authors of all the major monographs on Eremophila since the first in 

2007, and we are actively engaged with research institutions in Australia and internationally. We 

also have the support of the Australian Seed Bank Partnership in a research project that we hope to 

launch with the University of Queensland next year.  We would welcome the opportunity for a 

closer relationship with ANBG in relation to your Eremophila collection. Members of the Study 

Group are already advising botanic gardens in South Australia and Queensland on expansion of 

their Living Collections of this genus.  

We note that Goal 2 of the plan is “to develop, manage and curate world class physical and digital 

collections …about Australian plants”. In perusing the list of genera and species available on the 

ANBG website and comparing it to lists of species described per genus, we notice that Eremophila 

is the least represented of all genera, on a percentage basis, in ANBG’s Living Collection.  

Eremophila, despite apparently being the third largest genus in Australia (behind Acacia and 

Eucalyptus), is represented in your collection by only 60 species out of all those described (23% 

of the total – see over). The Study Group believes that this absence needs to be remedied by 

increasing the ANBG’s collection of Eremophila species.  

  

Submission to ANBG Draft Management 
Plan 

mailto:anbgmanagementplan@environment.gov.au
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We are aware that some people believe Eremophila are hard to grow. While a good 20% of 

species do require grafting, the wider experience of our members is that many are long lived and 

withstand both frost and shade. Further, a survey we completed in 2018 and reported in our Study 

Group newsletter recorded about 80% of species are in cultivation.  In the wild, many Eremophila 

grow in claypans and so Canberra’s clay-substrate soil is no problem to them, as long as they are 

not planted in a perpetually boggy site.  Grafting will assist longevity in less-than-ideal soils. 

In addition to the species found in the wild, a great many hybrid Eremophila have been introduced 

into horticulture. The general public value them for their varied growth habits, leaf colour, flower 

colours and forms, and the persistent bracts of many species which extend their attractive period in 

home gardens.  

The Study Group and its members would welcome discussion with ANBG regarding suitable 

species with which to expand your collection. We have many member skilled in grafting and who 

could be contracted to provide both rare and endangered species and those with spectacular 

flowers to draw public attention.  A major genetic analysis of the genus has just been published by 

Dr Rachael Fowler of the University of Melbourne and could be used as to plan where to target an 

extension to the Gardens’ collection.   

We urge you to engage with us to enhance your Living Collections of this significant endemic 

genus. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Dr Lyndal Thorburn 

Leader 

EMAIL: LTHORBURN@VIRIA.COM.AU 

Phone: 0418972438 
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mailto:LTHORBURN@VIRIA.COM.AU
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Call for Contributions – Eremophila Colouring Book 
Are you “arty” or do you have some arty people in your family? 

Do you have kids or grandkids that would like to have an Eremophila Colouring Book? 

Are you (or others known to you) interested in submitting some black and white drawing of 

Eremophila for inclusion in this book? 

Purpose: this is one of our 50th anniversary activities and the aim is to have it for sale to members 

and at the Biennial Conference in September.  The wide purpose is to raise public awareness of 

Eremophila (i.e. a wider publication opportunity will be sought). 

What is planned: a black and white colouring book, with drawings of Eremophila by themselves 

or in context.  Drawings of branches, flowers and/or fruit will be considered, as well as drawings 

with associated pollinators (birds, insects).  

Publication date: launched by the Biennial Conference, possibly earlier. 

Style and specifications: simplified black line drawings suitable for colouring in with pencils or 

textas. Outside lines to be heavy black lines 0.8mm and inside lines, as relevant, to be thinner 

black lines 0.4mm wide. Preferably one species per page – species must have enough of the 

relevant major features (excluding hairs) to be identifiable. The sample drawing below is of a 

Banksia (sorry!) by Margaret Pieroni from the WAWS Western Australian Wildflowers Colouring 

Book and shows the ideal style.5 All drawings must be on a white background. 

The aim is to publish one drawing per page with room for some text to describe the species.  The 

Editor has a list of the top 15 species being grown in a gardens and another list of rare and 

endangered Eremophila, if anyone wants ideas.  

Contributor remuneration: nil. However, artists will be 

recognised by being named in the publication and may write their 

names on their drawing in an acceptable location e.g. small writing 

along a stem. 

Limits: Artists may submit as many drawings as they wish as long 

as they meet the above requirements.  

Contribution deadline: Drawings must be received by 31 May 

2022 to be considered. They can be emailed to the editor (minimum 

size 300 dpi) or posted to her home address. If posted, drawings 

must be packaged long and flat or rolled, not folded. 

Ownership: drawings remain the property of the owner but the Study Group will seek agreement 

for publication and use under a Creative Commons licence.6  If requested, the Study Group can 

return paper-based originals to the owners after the book has been published.  Each contributor 

whose work is accepted will receive a copy of the book free of charge. 

Assessment: I am inviting 2-3 people who are familiar with Eremophila and have the required 

“arty” credentials/experience to form an independent panel to assess drawings for suitability and 

accuracy.  I will provide more details once membership is settled.  

 
5 See also http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Kids-Colouring-page.pdf  
6 This licence is preferred: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/ . It allows us to use for non-
commercial purposes 

http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Kids-Colouring-page.pdf
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
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Establishing Eremophilas at “Myall 
Park”: Mk 1 1960’s, Mk 2 1981 
Ken Warnes 

The big plant-up at “Myall Park” by the Qld 

SG members (reported in the last two NL’s) is 

just one in a series of such attempts by David 

Gordon and his successors.   Perhaps we can 

call it Mk 3 in the series. 

David was a Foundation Member of the ESG 

and we had a very extensive interaction for 

many years via handwritten letters and 

telephone before we finally met at Owen in 

1981.  I still have his letters filed and he 

proudly showed where mine were stored in the 

Gallery at “Myall Park”. 

Perhaps it will be easiest to describe Mk 2.  

Dave posted me a cheque for $150 and 

commissioned me to buy 6 of every 

Eremophila I could find. The plan was that he 

and Dorothy would drive down to SA and take 

them back to Qld.  I was successful to the point 

of overspending my budget so he sent down a 

further cheque for $50.  Somehow that cheque 

remained un-presented and still resides in my 

Dave Gordon Folder.   

I don’t recall how many plants I gathered up 

but Dave was so excited to see them and 

proudly loaded them up for the return journey.  

He was 83 years of age at the time and Dorothy 

did all the driving.  His visit coincided with my 

40th Birthday so it was a memorable time.  He 

brought me seedlings of E. mitchellii, E. gilesii 

and E. goodwinii dug up from his garden.  The 

three E. mitchellii are still growing strongly, 

the others survived for many years and the E. 

gilesii even produced seedlings at one stage.  

We also visited Ray Isaacson so Dave could 

see what this new-fangled grafting was all 

about and the SA Spring Flower Show where 

the SG Leader (most likely Geoff Needham at 

that time) had assembled a wonderful display 

of what was then designated “Feature Genus of 

the Show”. 

Ten years later, Peter Hall and I made the long 

drive to visit “Myall Park” just after my 50th 

Birthday and were able to see what was left of 

the 1981 Mk 2 attempt.  It was rather 

disappointing, as all we saw were three short-

leaved E. drummondii, one E. youngii and one  

blue E. interstans. The pic below shows a 

single E. youngii on the left, three short leaved 

E. drummondii and a single blue E. interstans 

seeming to grow out of the right-hand E. 

drummondii.  Dave didn’t know exactly what 

had overtaken the bulk of them, but the garden 

covered 60 acres and he was 93 years old by 

then. 

 

While there we discussed his earlier attempts to 

develop a collection and this covers what I call 

Mk 1.  At one stage he employed no less a 

person than the legendary Alf Grey as a 

collector/gardener.  Alf had brought back large 

quantities of fruits from WA and had 

successfully germinated quite a few species.  E. 

“hastieana” was one that I recall but the vast 

majority had not survived. 

Dave had made several trips to what he called 

the “west country” to purchase sheep and it 

was on these trips that he had seen the potential 

for Eremophilas in cultivation.  It is likely that 

the E. gilesii and E. goodwinii had been 

brought back from such trips.  One would 

assume that E. bowmanii at least would have 

been among them, but I saw no sign of these 

west Queensland species on my visit as Dave 

drove us around in his little Suzuki.  No 

“dings” but son Peter said that it was on its 3rd 

clutch.   

The photo over shows the two of us in front of 

the original Sandra Gordon at Myall Park. You 

may note Dave leaning on his stick, a carry-

over from his arthritis.  
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So Mk 1 was over an extended period and also 

showed no long-term results.  One of the 

problems back then (and may be on-going) is 

that the whole garden was irrigated from a 

large lake formed by damming the Cobble-

Gum Creek, the water held back by a wall built 

by a local contractor named Joe Bjelke-

Petersen (name familiar?).  In the extended dry 

periods, the lake dries out completely with 

devastating effects on the Plant Collection.  

The rainfall average is about 20” or 500mm but 

averages mean nothing up there. 

There’s lots more I could say, such as at one 

stage the garden was reputed to have every 

named species of Banksia but they’re not their 

now. Presumably that was in Alf Grey’s time 

and lack of water saw their demise. When I 

was there, he showed me the chair by his phone 

and said “that was the chair I was confined to 

with arthritis for long periods and it was only 

your encouragement that got me out of it” 

Didn’t know that I was a Faith Healer but he 

was genuine in saying it. Talk about kindred 

spirits. 

So let’s hope that the latest effort is more 

successful.  E. mitchellii grows naturally on the 

property and E. glabra and E. maculata are not 

far away.  One old E. mitchellii actually had an 

epiphytic orchid, Cymbidium canaliculatum, 

growing on it.  Strange country indeed. 

A bit more on E. cuneifolia flowers 
Russell Wait 

Following on from the questions in recent 

newsletters, I want to report that my plant does 

have a flower in each lot of sepals, but it might 

only be there a couple of days. I think people 

see the sepals and think there should be a 

flower there, but the sepals are present for 

about 6 weeks and the flower only lasts a 

couple of days 

Fruit is also widespread on the plant, so there 

must have been a flower where each fruit has 

formed.  

New Myoporum x Eremophila 
hybrid? 
Ken Warnes 

Here is the pic of the “new” hybrid in our 

Scrub.  This is the plant which Tim listed in his 

report of the SA group meeting at my farm (NL 

133). 

 

That was the last flower of the season, but 

Michael assures me that he spotted it because 

of the many blue flowers making it stand out. 

It’s like nothing that I have ever seen before 

but the similarity to the M. platycarpum x E. 

alternifolia from Whyalla makes me suspect 

that it is also an Eremophila x Myoporum 

hybrid – more likely M. montanum but the 

Eremophila can only be a guess and it would 
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mean that the seed had been transported from 

the house block some 400m away.  

It’s in an open area, no roosting tree present as 

there is with so many of the E. glabra 

seedlings. Who knows how long the fruit had 

been there and when did it germinate? Note the 

bifid upper lip, the two opposed central lobes 

and the broad lower lip plus the spots. That 

lobe arrangement is typical of the red x blue 

Eremophila hybrids. The sepals are long and 

relatively narrow and the pedicels are long and 

straight, with single flowers, rarely multiple, in 

the axils. The stamens appear to be in 

something of a ring, also reinforcing the 

Myoporum element. 

It does look pink in the pic but the couple of 

buds still to open are almost violet and my 

memory is that it favoured blue tones rather 

than pink on the outside of the corolla at least. 

The plant itself looks very non-descript at 

present but at 1.4m high I don’t think there is 

any chance of it dying. A pity that Michael 

only showed me at the end of the flowering 

season. If I had to make a guess, I would say 

perhaps E. drummondii as the other parent but 

that’s pretty wild at best. Where’s a good DNA 

analyst when you need one? 

New form of E. glabra in SA? 
Ken Warnes  

I have seen a form 

of (possibly) E. 

glabra (left, photo 

by Brett 

Fitzpatrick) rarely 

seen in SA. It was 

growing near 

Black Hill, SA. I 

have somewhere 

seen a reference to 

a “red flowered E. 

subfloccosa” in 

western Victoria which probably refers to this 

particular form but that was way, way, back, 

well before our current accepted position. But 

it does have a floccose tomentum which makes 

me wonder if it is something that has just 

“slipped through the net”. The general form of 

the shrub is also shown below. 

 

You can see that it’s pretty hungry country, 

rainfall 250-300 mm in the rain-shadow of the 

Mt. Lofty Ranges.  I have collected and grown 

what is probably the same form from the 

Truro-Blanchetown Road about 30 km further 

north, but no longer have a plant for direct 

comparison. 

As noted above, the tomentum is floccose, 

which is unusual in E. glabra. Both Russell 

(Wait) and Bob (Chinnock) say it is part of E. 

glabra ssp murrayana but I disagree strongly, 

having actually seen and grown it. It would 

appear to be very similar to the form seen on 

rare occasions East of Murrayville in Victoria 

but again I don’t have specimens to hand for 

direct comparison. The known distribution of 

these two collections is some distance apart but 

we have no known collections linking them, 

although there would be plenty of similar 

country. 

I saw a very attractive specimen growing in a 

park at Morgan and managed to strike a few, 

one of which I gave to one of our Officers at 

Gawler APS in a “thanks for your hard work 

gesture”. Brett (the photographer) was a 

member at Gawler for a few years. He runs a 

backyard Nursery and we have re-established 

contact with the idea of selling some of his 

plants at our various exhibitions around the 

immediate area. His son, Brayden, recently 

became Head Gardner at the AALBG in Port 

Augusta so along with Perry Jones, who is the 

Nursery Head up there we have two mad 

enthusiasts in their 20’s. Long may it last.  
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Sub-Group meetings 

Sydney sub-group 
Charles Farrugia 

The ESG Sydney Group had (past tense) a 

meeting scheduled for February 2022. I know 

the politicians are telling us to ignore the 

COVID increasing numbers, numbers that will, 

in the near future, be hard to ignore. I always 

follow my instinct (or most of the time!) and 

this is telling me to hold this February meeting 

as a group email discussion, as we had 

previously. 

The first topic is “Joys and Tribulations of 

Growing Eremophila on the NSW south coast”. 

South Australian sub-group 
Tim Wood 

Recently, I asked ESG members for their top 5 

Eremophilas as a guide to how to refresh the 

Adelaide Botanic Gardens Eremophila display. 

Replies mainly came from Sydney and 

Adelaide and I thank members for willingly 

responding (Charles Ferrugia has NSW 

members well organised!). 

The most popular Eremophila was E. nivea, 

which recorded 10 votes and was a clear first 

choice. It certainly stands out with its soft grey 

foliage and copious mauve flowers. I regard is 

as a 5-year proposition as it becomes leggy 

even with pruning and so I take cuttings 

regularly and continue to replace. 

The next choice with 6 votes was E. cuneifolia, 

which is a very attractive shrub. Nobody 

specified which form, but this species certainly 

adds value to any garden with its pink sepals 

remaining long after the prolific lilac flowers 

have gone. 

Two species had 5 votes, E. muelleriana and E. 

maculata. Good old E. maculata with its long-

lasting display of flowers; it is easy to see why 

members like it.  There were separate votes for 

E. maculata colour forms, with apricot and 

magenta flowers. E. muelleriana, with its 

unique dark deep purple corolla and grey green 

foliage, tends to divide Eremophila lovers, but 

I agree it value adds to any garden. 

The final top scoring species with four votes 

each are E. delisseri and E. mirabilis. Once 

again, an Eremophila with grey foliage with 

lilac flowers has attracted votes, but E. 

mirabilis is unique with its  spotted corolla and 

striking long lasting golden sepals that glow in 

the afternoon sun. 

The next South Australian Eremophila study 

group April meeting will be in Renmark, 

focussing on the plantation of Chris and Don 

Lill. Whilst it is the Saturday 23rd April and 

Sunday 24th April of the Anzac Day weekend, 

I’m sure the plants will still put on their best 

display. On Saturday afternoon we will visit 

the Lill’s extensive plantation and on Sunday 

morning practical workshops on grafting and 

cuttings will allow all attendees to swap ideas. 

We will have dinner on Saturday night if Covid 

allows. There will be a $5/person fee to cover 

the Girl Guides Hall hire.  If needed, we can 

organise a light lunch for a fee on Saturday. 

For more info on the 24/25 April meeting, 

email Tim: drspock52 (at) gmail.com. 

Victorian Sub-Group  
Glenda Datson and Neil Duncan (photos by 

David Pietsch) 

Sixteen participants attended the meeting 

hosted by Christine Strachan’s son Daniel and 

partner David Pietsch at their property in 

Fernihurst, two and half hours northwest of 

Melbourne in November 2021 (pic below of 

the property).  Unfortunately, it coincided with 

the Victorian APS quarterly meeting, which 

meant some members could not attend. 

 

We were welcomed with a glass of champagne 

and freshly baked scones jam and cream – 

delicious! It was also great that Lyndal 
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Thorburn, the Study Group leader, and her 

husband Tom Jordan were able to attend from 

Queanbeyan (pic below, with Ian Evans and 

Neville Collier). 

 

We started the meeting discussing the E. 

hygrophana group which includes E. 

mackinlayi, E. warnesii, E. ovata and E. 

strongylophylla.  Some members had grown E. 

mackinlayi but instead of it being a small shrub 

it had grown to 2 + meters.  This was because 

the plant had been grafted and some of the 

characteristics of the Myoporum rootstock had 

become part of the scion material – as a 

chimera.  An interesting note was that the true 

E. mackinlayi attracts blue-banded bees but the 

chimera doesn’t.  The true E. mackinlayi can be 

identified by the leaf shape and glandular hairs. 

It was stressed that to grow the E. hygrophana 

group it was important to have very good air 

flow and even then, they can be affected in 

winter with cold and wet conditions. 

The next topic for discussion was E. flaccida 

and E. fraseri. Both plants are affected by the 

cold but generally regrow as the weather 

warms up.  Ian Evans grows his under a light 

canopy of Eucalyptus leaves which gives 

protection from frost and light rain. 

Neville found E. flaccida x E. attenuata was 

more affected than the straight species. 

Lyndal commented that Charles Ferrugia’s E. 

flaccida was protected during rain by a raincoat 

with good effect. It was agreed that good air 

flow was essential for this species. 

The discussion moved on to growing 

Eremophilas generally. Some members had 

stopped growing ground covers because in 

their area the rain and cold kills them, but 

others had no problems.  Some plants may 

regrow following a hard prune after winter. 

The group then discussed propagation, 

particularly grafting. They noted that E. 

miniata is not compatible with Myoporum 

montanum.  It was also generally agreed that 

both M. ‘Monaro Marvel’ and M. insulare are 

not good rootstocks as they sucker easily.   

There was a general preference for M. 

montanum as rootstock, with Norma Boschen 

recommending growing stock from cuttings 

and then using these rooted cuttings for 

grafting.  She said it is important to keep your 

fingers off the cut material to ensure a good 

union.  She leaves two leaves on the top of the 

scion.  She maintains her rootstock parent plant 

by pruning off hard, then uses the erect, 

emergent growth as cuttings for the rootstock. 

When young, new growth cutting material is 

used (she uses 8” long cuttings), it will root in 

12 days. 

Most members also used either a bag on top of 

the graft or an upturned lemonade bottle with 

the top cut off or a McDonald’s smoothie cup 

(which, with two cuts in the top, fits over a 

90mm pot). 

Ian Evans is an expert grafter who doesn’t 

cover any sticky foliaged plants when grafting 

and also prefers saddle-grafts.  He suggested 

that with E. fraseri, which is very sticky, to cut 

the new growth hard back to two little leaves 

and then to cut those in half. Some members 

also recommended ensuring that the parafilm 

does not cover the scion. Neville Collier uses 

parafilm but also covers it with white 

plumber’s tape: once the graft has taken it has 

to be unwrapped quickly as it doesn’t give way 

as the graft takes. Ian said E. grandiflora goes 

brown under the tape, but it is still OK.   

There was an interesting discussion about using 

E. biserrata as a companion plant for cutting 
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grafts – this gives a better result for both the 

Eremophila and Grevillea grafts, particularly 

late in the season (April/May).  

The final part of the discussion on grafting was 

about equipment. Ian Evans uses a ‘Feathers’ 

razor blade which he gets from the Shaver 

Shop and finds it stays sharp longer. Neville 

uses a scalpel. Norma uses a double-sided 

razor. 

The meeting was followed by a tour of the 

garden full of Eremophilas and the rest of the 

30-acre property. Everything was well tended 

and often pruned (below, Eremophila glabra 

‘Silver Ball’ (or ‘Bev Rice’, depending on 

where you bought it).  

 

 

The previous plantings had been all but wiped 

out by floods about ten years ago so all the 

plants apart from the pink E. laanii (top right) 

were less than ten years old.  However, in that 

time, some shrubs of E. maculata and E. 

glabra (centre right) had grown into a 

handsome hedge and an E. calorhabdos 

(immediate right) loomed over all of us.  

 

 

  

Neil Duncan, Ian Evans, Norma Boschen 

and Lyndal at the cutting table. 



Eremophila Study Group Newsletter 134 February 2022 ISSN-0811-529X – print version  

                                                                                                       ISSN-2208-8806 – online version 

22 | P a g e  

 

 

Thanks to Neil Duncan 
Neil Duncan stepped down as coordinator at 

this meeting. Neil took over the coordination 

after the ESG visit to Bob and Margaret 

Blake's in Pimpinio in March 2018. He then 

organised meetings at Melton Botanic Gardens 

in November 2018, at Russell Wait's in 

Riddells Creek in May 2019, and at Jan Hall's 

in Yarrawonga in September 2019. He also 

organised two Zoom meeting (September 2020 

and May 2021), with his final coordination role 

being to organise this most recent meeting at 

Fernihurst in 2021.  Neil also successfully 

encouraged members to venture beyond the 

realms of Melbourne, where most Victorian 

members live.  

Many thanks to Neil for his work! The group 

photo from Fernihurst is below.  

 

Next meeting 
Chris Strachan, pictured below, has taken on 

the role of co-ordinating the Victorian group 

and Glenda Datson will take notes for the 

newsletter.  

 

NEXT VICTORIAN MEETING: MAY 

2022, details to be circulated, likely near 

Ballarat. 

For more info email Chris: doowop49 (at) 

@hotmail.com. 

From your Letters 
Dave Bishop (NSW): (January) Hope my 

Eremophilas are looking better soon. I have 

lost quite a few, don't know if it is too wet, too 

cold or both. I still have tips of some 

Eremophilas drying / burning, can't see 

anything on them but I had Tom North visiting 

the other day and he had a look but couldn't see 

anything but suggested bring a sample into the 

seedbank and have a look under the 

microscope.  Not all Eremophila are effected, 

two E. lehmanniana plants close together were 

the worst hit. I have pruned them back to see 

what happens. E laanii (pink) got top cover 

burnt, but is coming back well since I pruned 

the dead areas off. E glabra Canning Stock 

Route also got all the top cover burnt but is 

coming back strongly now. 

Interestingly, I have had trouble striking the 

Canning Stock Route with most cuttings 

rotting, but I had quite a bit of success by using 

coco peat plugs and just having the bottom 

section touching the water to get a capillary 

action, no wetting of the leaves. 

Ros Walcott (ACT): Many of our 

Eremophilas look terrible in this La Nina year 

with all the rain, especially some of the E. 

Neil Duncan, Ian Evans, Norma Boschen and 

Lyndal Thorburn at the cuttings table 

mailto:doowop49@hotmail.com
mailto:doowop49@hotmail.com
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maculata. On the other hand E. 'Passionate 

Lady' never looked better! Go figure (Ben’s 

photo over). 

 

Ken Warnes, (SA): (December) I found a new 

E. glabra in the Scrub which is rather like 

“Fruit Salad”. Very low and spreading, it has 

struck quickly and strongly and, superficially at 

least, it must have the prostrate yellow as the 

seed source. I have found nothing else remotely 

like it.  

I’ve also observed that the volunteer E. glabra 

in all their forms would appear to be no more 

than 150m from the presumed seed supply 

plants. There’s a further 150m of fire-damaged 

area where I haven’t found any. Does that tell 

us anything about seed dispersal? 

(January) You have probably heard of the BIG 

rains over parts of S.A. Much of Eyre 

Peninsula has received 100mm plus. Here we 

have had about 30mm but the system is very 

slow moving and hasn’t cleared away yet. 

Might have to spend some time on hands and 

knees looking for seedlings if it goes on for 

another day or so. BIG rains through the E. 

latrobei, E. rotundifolia, E. neglecta country as 

well as through Gawler Ranges. 

Corrigenda 
An addition to the article by Ken Warnes on 

the dog fence last issue: the green bush in the 

middle of the picture was E. serrulata. It is all 

over the hills but is also common through the 

dry scrubs. This year it was un-grazed. In 

other, perhaps drier, years it is heavily grazed 

by goats. 

Russell Wait has also written to correct my 

naming of the bright pink E. laanii in NL 133 – 

which I referred to as ‘Milly Milly Station’. 

However, when he collected it in 1997, he 

called it ‘Milly Milly Lipstick’ after the colour 

of lipstick, so that is the correct name. He 

collected from a well shaded area with low but 

bushy Eucalyptus camaldulensis and it had a 

wall of other E. laanii surrounding it.  

Russell also discounts the comment in the 

previous newsletter about the white form of E. 

laanii having inserted stamens. He has 

provided a photo, below, of a white form with 

exserted stamens but notes that the stamens are 

not as long as those on ‘Milly Milly Lipstick’. 

 

New email address 
The ESG has a new generic email address – 

eremophilasg@anpsa.org.au. The editor can be 

reached through this address or her personal 

address as overleaf. 

Next Issue 
The feature species for the next issues is 

Eremophila ionantha. There are hybrids with 

E. caerulea, E. parvifolia ssp. auricampa 

(previously named E. praecox) and with E. 

scoparia (as ‘Giles Memory’). 

mailto:eremophilasg@anpsa.org.au
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About the Study Group  

The Eremophila Study Group aims to further knowledge about the cultivation, propagation and 

conservation of the 200+ species of Eremophilas, an endemic genus of Australian plants. It is one 

of several Study Groups which operates under the auspices of the Australian Native Plants Society 

(Australia) (ANPSA). 

SUBSCRIPTIONS  

Membership is $5 per annum. Subscriptions for a financial year can be sent by cheque posted to 3 

Considine Close Greenleigh NSW 2620 or (preferably) paid by direct deposit into the Group’s bank 

account: 

BSB: 105-125     

Bank name: Bank of South Australia 

Account No.: 013 751 340             

A/c name: ASGAP Eremophila Study Group 

Please put your surname and state/group membership in direct deposit details 

ANPSA policy is that regional groups pay for two subscriptions in recognition that Study Group material 

will be used by several group members 

New members, please download the application form from our website and send with your cheque/transfer 

(details below) http://anpsa.org.au/eremophilaSG/index.html  

Study Groups allow members with specific interests to develop that interest to the fullest extent 

and to contribute in a practical way to the body of knowledge on the Australian flora.  Active 

members collect information on the genus and send their observations to the leader who collates 

and publishes the information, in a newsletter or in other Society publications. The Study Group 

can record any aspect of cultivation, propagation and ecology of the preferred genus. Study 

Groups are expected to publish at least two newsletters per year. 

In addition to paying annual fees, members must also be members of an ANPSA-affiliated 

regional society (http://anpsa.org.au/region.html).   

This Study Group aims to study the cultivation and propagation of the genus Eremophila; to 

expand cultivation of Eremophila in gardens; and to examine the growing requirements of the 

various species to improve their reliability.  

Leader: Dr Lyndal Thorburn, Life Member of ANPS Canberra. Contact her through lthorburn 

(at) viria.com.au or phone 0418 972 438.       Address: 3 Considine Close Greenleigh NSW 2620 

Honorary members: Ken Warnes and Russell Wait 

Newsletters are available in Black and White by post and in COLOUR by email or CD.  

For more general information about Study Groups, contact Ms Jane Fountain Coordinator, Study Groups, Australian Native 
Plants Society (Australia) (jlfountain5 (at) gmail.com)    

Articles from the Newsletter can be reproduced in full without further reference to the Editor, providing that photos are credited to 
the original photographer/s (these are noted in the text). Where only a part or summary of an article is to be used, this must be 
cleared with the Study Group Leader prior to publication. Please allow two weeks for this clearance to be obtained.  

NEXT NEWSLETTER when I have  

enough for 24 pages but not before May 2022 

http://anpsa.org.au/eremophilaSG/index.html
http://anpsa.org.au/region.html
mailto:lthorburn@viria.com.au
mailto:lthorburn@viria.com.au

