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by Frank P r i c h r d  
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I About twelve months ago I constructed a r a i s e d  bed f o r  Eremophila a t  Galere 
I H i l l  Reoe~ve., The r o f l  where I had previour ly  p lanted  e ~ e m o p h i l u  war a s i l t j  
1 lehl41 whlcli' tendrd t o  become spcls hard #R IUIIIIDI~. and r a t h r r  roo wet i n  winter - 

hardly  ideal .  Howe,ver, many' s&cies ha? done w1J. T b r  ubbed~.~bwk+f41Si.c-r Wf 
t 

a b o ~ $ , ~ ~ ~ { i ~  ~igdu,oyn q+g& f rcr ,A . s & n d ~ l l b . . h ~ q p + n &  t k a u r f a w  
I .. ,Yo r- mu che u t  covered tunp la te ly  wi-ch gtbe.rca "weed r'r:6p'%-W.-*a 

effectSve i n  otopping growth of weeds and has a l s o  been e f f e c t i v e  i n  r e t a in ing  

I 
, 

l 
I - -  . , 6.ra;cAl 
I lPhete a r a  now 53' species  and an add i t iona l  16 Corms of roaw o f ,  the* *cirr. 

Many of these species  have not been grown i n  t h i s  a rea  before. I hope t o  add 
! many more v a r i e t i e s  i n  the  coming~twelve q n b h r r  
I I ,  t4w. 

Note6 op E ~ ~ m ~ p b i  l a  i n  H o r ~ h ~ m  

I by ~ r a h a m  ~ a y  
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I r ive  i n  Horsham Ci ty  on a s u b 4  ac re  block - f r u s t r a t i n g l y  small when. one 
considers  tSIalJllrrlth of plant  mater ia l  one would l i k e  t o  atow, but don't  h a w  
the  space for .  The , so i l  is  grey, Wimacra, moderatelq a lk+ l ine  c lay ,  s t i c k y  when 
wet, ' very h&fd''ubtt 'dry, a w r a g a  annual r a i n f d l l  i d  8% ma' (18'1) l i t t le  of 
which f a l l s  i n  swlrAar,. 

Uiiiess ~ t L & r w l s e  s t a t e d ,  the  eremophilas I mention a r e  growing north facing,  i n  
r a i s e d  sandy-loamy beds overlying the  o r i g i n a l  c lay .  I have mixed some of t h e  -,- .. 
c l a y  i n  wdRh th9 1". 

'i 

P. d m l t i f o l k .  Rar b u n  $rbWn$ s ince  1978 and continuas t o  $row walI. It has 
reached a diameter dQ abaut .14 metres. E. maculata is a l e 6  ibout  16 years o l d  
and is now about 2% metres o r  so  t a l l .  Its brick-red f l o w r s  afway$' redm tof;be 
present  and t o  which t h e  New Holland honeyeaters a r e  frequently a t t r ac ted .  The 
p lant  rerponds well t o  pruning whY& I f ind  is necessary from time t o  ti& t o  
a n t a i n  rhrpe  and t o  rllw the c a r  through the  drtve!  

I h a w  2 p l a n t s  of E. maculata var. b r e v i f o l i a ,  both a out  60 cm 
#$&h,&g~ b r i l l i m  magenta f l a r s  and bliisW to l idge?  i t  r- . %*,\ addy ravour i te  eremophila. P r i o r  t o  1982, I had 8 b e a u t i f u l  b 
growing on t h e  e a s t e r n  s ide  of the  house (morning sun) i n  the  otiglnal- 
clayey r o i l .  It was about 1 metre x 1 metre and flowering beau t i fu l ly ,  but t h e  
1982 f r o s t s  k i l l e d  it. Another specimen, s ince  planted,  is  doing well aga ins t  a 
north-fachrg falnce.qin a f a i r l y  dry posi t ion.  

E. g k b r a  ttcarnomatq is  a r e a l  '"gemH. A metre by a metre, it is always i n  f o & r  
and has looked good s ince  it was put i n  3 years ago. So too  is  E. weldiL, a 
~matlrr pl848ts but laore of t en  than not i n  flower providin& a p l e i v a  of 
flower and fo l i age  colour. 

Both E. d i v a r i c a t a  and E. b rev i fo l i a  grew profusaly i n  b a s i c a l l y  the  o r i g i n a l  
satl. Hoorcu\Hr, I recen t ly  discarded these  i n  order  t o  make room f o r  ( i n  my 
view) o ther  more a t t r a c t i v e  plants .  

Another eremophila I no longer have a t  the  moment is E. racemosa. The two 
p l a n t s  I had grew t o  about a metre high, flowered b e a u t i f u l l y  f o r  a couple of 
years ,  then succumbed t o  the  wind. Does anybody know t h e  answer hare? Staking 
o r  what? 

$ have wh.e I t h  to be a form of E. decipiens,  about '60 '&I high a*$ wide 
a f t e r  19 cobnths, with red flowers on S-shaped paduncles and with w r y  narrpw 
leaves .bout  two centirrntres long. It is doink well i n  a runny os i t ion .  ,& 
u d . + a  .,bas a v e r y  h n m y  specimen about 1 m * 1 "a ~ic" &*aC- 'Wm LtCoru gdisWpikt of chr">dr)r. (E. decipiens 'subsp. f i ~ e a r i f o l i r / ~ d . ) .  

+* k. ' 6. ptarpurrscens, E. o p p o l i t i f o l i a  (cream flower) and 
been p l l r ted!  18 mofihri, and although growing OK, 
a r e  shy t o  flower. They a r e  i n  f u l l  s u n  o n  a r a i s e d  bed. E. drunmondii with 
t h i n ,  varnished leaves and about 40 cm high is a lovely p lant ,  but I fiqd 
brmehes  tend t o  d i e  back. I 

< 

I have derived a g rea t  deal of pleasure from my E oun ii which has been 
Ffr m t a l l  and is growing i n  an e a s t e r l y  aspect now f o r  8 years. It is  about 

almost cons tant ly  i n  flower. It is  a haven f o r  honeyeaters and on t h e  
infrequent  occasions when the  plant  is not i n  flower, the  grey fo l iage  provides 
a pleasant  c o n t r a s t  t o  the  greens of o ther  p lan t s  nearby. 

E. maculatr x duttonii is a plant  I bought from Tony Clarke ( N e l l i e ' s  Nur+ary) 
i~ ~ ~ t ~ . L I D ' ~ ~ - m t a n d  it is a na tu ra l  hybrid from S.W. Cjueens~aad~ 2: 
h a m  tt tin f u l l  sun bn a ra ised  bed of sand-clay mSx. It is hrpt cl+#unid,' 
has r e w i v e d  q u i t e  8 bl t of watering over  sumnier (next t o  anc e m +  f$go@w~)  andl 
is dola@. va ry ;  m t l  indeed. A t  present  i t  is about 60 cm x 60 crn bmq ,,h4 
produced very few flowers, which a r e  magenta i n  colour. (Also occurs i n  t h e  
Northern T e r r i t o r y  and New South Wales/Ed. 1. 
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A- Flower colour forms i n  Eremophila a l t e r n i f o l i t  
,V.' . . #, !*/ 
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.$,.%-J@: by Graham Lay 

On a recent  t r i p  t o  WA (Spring 1988), I came a c ~ h d 8 - r  beau t i fu l  deep-pink bush 

. . of E. a l t e r n i f o l i a ,  about 2 m high, o r  perhaps a l i t t l e  l e s s .  Flowers ware 
' borne i n  profusion a11 over the  plant .  The shrub was growing about 4 ki lomatres 

J south of ~ o u l d e r ,  alongside the  Kambalda road and adjacerk t o  the  Kalgoorlie 
; Nickal Smelter. Close by (20 o r  30 metres away) were o ther  p lan t s  of the  same 

a . species ,  some with pal, pink flowers and s t i l l  o the r s  with creamy-yellow 
8 .  

; : flowers. There a r e  l o t s  of other (non-eremophila) species  i n  the  v i c i n i t y  t o y  - 
1 4  

">:. w e l l  worth a check i f  you happen t o  be t r a v e l l i n g  t h a t  way. . . . -  . -. : - : < 7 . , . *  , . -  8 , - - -  . . 
' . a ,. , &  

< .  
A - Eremophila huuhesi i  Request 

, '. I have no colour s l i d e s  of Eremophila hughesi i  so  I wonder i f  anyona can help  
me? 

,I. 

1"PRrn-wn-cLes grows from near Docker River west of Ayers Rock t o  about 100 km 
e a s t  of Wiluna. It is a t a l l  spindly shrub wi th  4g~qJpg gbndulour br&s'ad 
l i l a c  flowers. 

I f  you have photographed any eremophila with these f ea tu res ,  e spec ia l ly  c lose  
t o  the  NT-WA border it is probably t h i s  species. Habit and sharp close-up, 

r *  # " 7.1 
photos of flowers and/or f r u i t  a re  needed. a , 
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