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When t h e  l a s t  n e w s l e t t e r  was p u b l i s h e d  i n  A p r i l  1989 I had no i d e a  i t  would be 
almost  a  y e a r  b e f o r e  t h e  n e x t  one would appear .  Geoff and I were p r e p a r i n g  one 
l a s t  November t o  g e t  o u t  b e f o r e  Christmas b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  i t  w a s n ' t  t o  be,  a s  
Geoff passed away sudden ly  on November 29th.  I v i s i t e d  Geoff two days  b e f o r e  
h i s  dea th  and we wandered through h i s  garden and looked a t  some f l o w e r i n g  
eremophi las  and I a l s o  spoke t o  him t h e  fo l lowing  day concern ing  t h e  
p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  Eremophila Study Groups n e w s l e t t e r s .  

- - For a l l  of  us  who knew Geoff h i s  l o s s  h a s  darkened our  l i v e s  a l i t t l e  and on 
beha l f  of a l l  S t u d y  Group members I extend our  though t s  and sympathy t o  V i ,  
Cheryl  and Yvonne and f a m i l i e s .  

I t  i s  f i t t i n g  t h a t  Ken Warnes, our  f i r s t  Study Group l e a d e r  r e l a t e s  G e o f f ' s  
background and e x p e r i e n c e  below. Ken knew Geoff f o r  many y e a r s  and i n  t h e  e a r l y  
days of che S tudy  Group t h e y  worked close1.y t o g e t h e r .  

Co l in  Jenn ings  h a s  s t e p p e d  i n t o  t h e  vacuum l e f t  by G e o f f ' s  p a s s i n g  and t aken  
over t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of  o u r  group.  He g i v e s  some background d e t a i l s  on h imse l f  
e lsewhere  i n  t h e  N e w s l e t t e r .  

Bob Chinnock 

GEOFF NEEDHAM 

"Well, O.K., someone h a s  t o  do it". 

With t h e s e  words, Geoff Needham, who passed away on 29th  November 1989 assumed 
l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  Eremophila Study Group i n  1976. A q u i e t  man, devo ted  t o  h i s  
family  and home h e  n o n e t h e l e s s  involved himself  w i t h  a  g r e a t  many a c t i v i t i e s ,  
not  l e a s c  of  which was fo l lowing  t h e  f o r t u n e s  of  t h e  West T o r r e n s  F o o t b a l l  
Club. 

I n  h i s  working l i f e  Geoff was h i g h l y  regarded i n  t h e  foundry i n d u s t r y .  Some 
y e a r s  ago he r e a l i s e d  t h a t  few r e c o r d s  of t h e  e a r l y  days  e x i s t e d ,  s o  a g a i n  
because "someone h a s  t o  do it" h e  sha red  i n  t h e  r e s e a r c h i n g ,  w r i t i n g  and 
e d i t i n g  of a  h i s t o r y  of  f o u n d r i e s  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  He was awarded t h e  Order o f  
A u s t r a l i a  Medal f o r  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  foundry i n d u s t r y .  

He had been r e s e a r c h i n g  t h e  Needham family  t r e e  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  and was 
looking forward i n  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  t o  fo l low h i s  many i n t e r e s t s .  

A member of SGAP s i n c e  1964. Geoff se rved  a  two y e a r  term a s  S t a t e  P r e s i d e n t  i n  
1969-70. 

Geoff came t o  Eremophila v i a  t h e  same r o u t e  a s  many of  us i n  t h o s e  e a r l y  days ,  
v i z  c h l o r o t i c  m e l a l e u c a s ,  b o r e r  r i d d l e d  a c a c i a s ,  and drought  prone g r e v i l l e a s  
and p r o s t a n t h e r a s .  During my p e r i o d  a s  l e a d e r  of  t h e  Study Group h e  was a  v e r y  
w i l l i n g  a s s i s t a n t ,  and i n  t h o s e  e a r l y  days it was Geoff who on many o c c a s i o n s  



c o l l e c t e d  c u t t i n g s  from such p l a c e s  a s  A d e l a i d e  a i r p o r t  and d i s t r i b u t e d  them 
f o r  p ropaga t ion .  He was a  ve ry  e f f e c t i v e  p r o p a g a t o r  h imself  wi th  h i s  unique 
m i x t u r e  based  on coke b reeze  from t h e  foundry .  

It was d u r i n g  G e o f f ' s  t i m e  a s  l e a d e r  t h a t  Bob Chinnock began h i s  s tudy  of t h e  
genus and t h e  two have worked c l o s e l y  t o g e t h e r  t o  t h e i r  and our advantage.  
Desp i t e  f l i r t a t i o n s  w i t h  b romel iads ,  s u c c u l e n t s  and  c a r n i v o r o u s  p l a n t s  (he  was 
a  h i g h l y  r e s p e c t e d  speaker  on t h e  l a t t e r )  Geoff  saw t h e  Study Group grow t o  130 
members growing over 120 s p e c i e s  and e r e m o p h i l a s  become r e l a t i v e l y  common 
s u b j e c t s  over  a  wide a r e a .  

Geoff ,  we m i s s  your c h e e r f u l  s m i l e ;  t h a n k s  f o r  e v e r y t h i n g .  

Ken Warnes 

STUDY GROUP LEADER 

I have t a k e n  on t h i s  p o s i t i o n  a t  a  t i m e  when we a r e  a l l  s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  
over  t h e  shock of  Geof f ' s  death .  One t h i n g  we c a n  be  s u r e  o f ,  i s  t h a t  Geoff ,  
d u r i n g  h i s  t i m e  a s  our  Study Group Leader ,  p u t  a  g r e a t  d e a l  of t ime and e f f o r t  
i n t o  t h e  group i n  a l l  s o r t s  of ways. 

S i n c e  v o l u n t e e r i n g  myself f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  I have had  a  few hours  t o  look over  
t h e  m a t e r i a l  which Geoff had accumulated,  a n d  I hope t o  have every th ing  up t o  
d a t e  by t h e  end  of March. 

Some members of  t h e  group may have w r i t t e n  t o  Geoff e i t h e r  j u s t  be fo re  o r  s i n c e  
h i s  d e a t h ,  and have been wondering why t h e y  had n o t  r e c e i v e d  t h e  usua l  prompt 
and f r i e n d l y  r e p l y .  I hope t o  w r i t e  t o  t h o s e  peop le  o r  groups a s  soon a s  
p o s s i b l e ,  indeed by t h e  t ime  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  r e a c h e s  you those  l e t t e r s  should  
have been r e c e i v e d .  I f  you have w r i t t e n  a n d  n o t  r e c e i v e d  a  r e p l y  p l e a s e  f e e l  
f r e e  t o  d rop  me a  l i n e  and I w i l l  f o l l o w  up whatever  it i s  t h a t  needed 
a t t e n t  ion.  

I n  t h e  p a s t  month Bob Chinnock and I have been t h r o u g h  t h e  documents and t h e  
Group bank accoun t  h a s  now been t r a n s f e r r e d  from t h e  T o r r e n s v i l l e  branch o f  t h e  
S t a t e  Bank o f  SA t o  t h e  Highgate b ranch ,  which i s  c l o s e  t o  my p lace  of  
employment. Our c u r r e n t  ba lance  s t a n d s  a t  a p p r o x i m a n t e l y  $610. 

I assume t h a t  a  g r e a t e r  p r o p o r t i o n  of  t h e  members o f  t h e  group a r e  a sk ing  who 
t h i s  C o l i n  J e n n i n g s  i s ,  and where I f i t  i n t o  t h e  Eremophila p i c t u r e .  

I n  s h o r t ,  I have been an a c t i v e  member o f  SGAP (SA Region) f o r  a  number o f  
y e a r s ,  w i t h  a  p a r t i c u l a r  involvement i n  p r o p a g a t i n g  p l a n t s  f o r  t h e  twice  a  yea r  
p l a n t s  s a l e s .  My i n t e r e s t  i n  p l a n t s  o f  t h e  s e m i - a r i d  a r e a s ,  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  
e remophi las  s tems from a g e n e r a l  i n t e r e s t  I have had  i n  A u s t r a l i a n  n a t i v e  
p l a n t s  s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  1960 ' s .  My w i f e  Myrnie  and  I have mainta ined our  
i n t e r e s t  and en thus iasm i n  t h i s  a r e a  s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e .  

It seems t h a t  many of  t h e  p l a n t  i n t e r e s t s  t h a t  Geoff  had a r e  shared by u s ,  
s i n c e  we would r e g u l a r l y  s e e  him and h i s  w i f e  V i  a t  t h e  l o c a l  n a t i v e  o r c h i d ,  
c a c t u s  and  s u c c u l e n t  and c a r n i v o r o u s  p l a n t  etc. shows h e l d  around Adelaide. 

A l i t t l e  background about  myself w i l l  h e l p  t o  f i l l  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e  a  l i t t l e  more 
f o r  you. 



I have been a  S e n i o r  Teacher ,  r s s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  of c h e m i s t r y  and 
s c i e n c e s  a t  Ur rb rae  A g r i c u l t u r a l  High School i n  m e t r o p o l i t a n  Ade la ide  f o r  t h e  
p a s t  twenty  y e a r s .  P r i o r  t o  t h a t  I t augh t  f o r  two y e a r s  a t  a h i g h  s c h o o l  i n  
Alo tau  i n  t h e  Milne Bay Prov ince  of Papua New Guinea,  and f o r  f o u r  y e a r s  a t  
Renmark i n  t h e  R i v e r l a n d  a r e a  of  SA and t h r e e  y e a r s  a t  Marion High Schoo l ,  a l s o  
i n  Adela ide .  I g r a d u a t e d  from Adelaide U n i v e r i s t ?  g a i n i n g  a  B.Sc., w i t h  majors  
i n  two branches  of  chemis t ry .  

I have a  wide range  of  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  interests, from n a t i v e  p l a n t s  t o  s p e c i e s  
of  o r c h i d s ,  begon ias ,  hoyas  and t h e  family Asc lep idaceae  g e n e r a l l y .  

Our i n t e r e s t  i n  e remophi las  s t a r t e d  approximate ly  e i g h t  y e a r s  ago and i n  t h e  
t i m e  s i n c e  we have b u i l t  up a  f a i r l y  comprehensive c o l l e c t i o n  of  abou t  100 
s p e c i e s  i n  a  ga rden  which i s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  of  b e i n g  developed t o  
accomodate new a c q u i s i t i o n s .  

We have made a  number of  t r i p s  both  x i t h i n  SA and i n t e r s t a t e  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  
purchase  new p l a n t s  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  observe and photograph them i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

It is my i n t e n t i o n  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  work done by bo th  Ken and Geoff i n  
t h e i r  c a p a c i t i e s  a s  Group Leaders ,  and t o  work i n  c l o s e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  Bob 
Chinnock i n  t h e  f u t u r s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  we a r e  a l l  a b l e  t o  l e a r n  more abou t  t h i s  
i n t e r e s t i n g  and sometimes f r u s t r a t i n g  genus of  p l a n t s .  

I hope t o  be a b l e  t o  meet w i t h  a s  many of you a s  p o s s i b l e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  names 
on m a i l i n g  l i s t  a r e  r a t h e r  impersonal .  

I f  you have any i d e a s  abou t  our  f u t u r e  d i r e c t i o n ,  t h o u g h t s  on ways we might  a l l  
become more invo lved  i n  t h e  group,  p l e a s e  l e t  me know. 

C o l i n  J e n n i n g s  

NOTES ON SEED GERMINATION 

I t s  been a  w h i l e  s i n c e  we have had any a r t i c l e s  on s e e d l i n g s  s o  I though t  I 
might make some comments on Myoporum cord i fo l ium.  

I had a  l a r g e  g r a f t e d  p l a n t  of t h i s  s p e c i e s  which dec ided  t o  d i e  s l o w l y  about  
two y e a r s  ago s o  1 c o l l e c t e d  f r u i t s  t o  t r y  and o b t a i n  some p l a n t s  from seed.  
(M. c o r d i f o l i u m  i s  unique i n  Myoporum a s  it h a s  s m a l l  a p p r e s s e d  t r i a n g u l a r  
l e a v e s  about 4 mm long and i n  appearance h a s  a  p l a n t  form s i m i l a r  t o  E. - 
g i b b i f o l i a ) .  

I sowed t h e  f r u i t s  on March 24 th  1988 and 1 s e e d l i n g  appeared  on 9 t h  September,  
however, i n  l a t e  A p r i l  - May 1989 fo l lowing  r a i n s  and m i l d  wea the r  when t h e  
t empera tu re  d i d n ' t  drop below 1 4 O ~  and we had a  few warm days  of  abou t  2 8 ' ~  17 
s e e d l i n g s  appeared between May 1st and 4 t h ,  29 were up by May 1 2 t h ,  61 by June 
19th .  Records were t e r m i n a t e d  a t  t h i s  po in t  and 48 s e e d l i n g s  p o t t e d  up. 

I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  t h e  s e e d l i n g  t h a t  came up i n  September 1988 f lowered  e x a c t l y  one 
y e a r  l a t e r  and by t h i s  s t a g e  was 30 cm t a l l  w i t h  numerous b ranches  from ground 
l eve  1. 



Myoporum b a t e a e  r s  a l s o  easy  from seed .  F r u i t s  sown i n  August 1987 s t a r t e d  
coming up sudden ly  i n  November a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  b u r s t  o f  ho t  weather i n c l u d i n g  
one  40°c day. Three  s e e d l i n g s  appeared on November 3 r d ,  1 9  by November 1 0 t h  and 
70 by December 17 th .  S e e d l i n g s  o f  t h i s  s p e c i e s  a l s o  keep poping up i n  t h e  
c r a c k s  o f  my driveway, even though t h e  p a r e n t  s h r u b  d i e d  two y e a r s  ago. 

During my t r a v e l s  c o l l e c t i n g  e remophi las  I o f t e n  s c r a p e  up rubb le  from under 
s h r u b s  t h a t  I am c o l l e c t i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  t h e  s p e c i e s  h a s  ve ry  smal l  f r u i t s .  
T h i s  s a v e s  t i m e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  and I s o r t  o u t  f r u i t s  when I r e t u r n  t o  Adela ide .  

R e c e n t l y ,  I dec ided  t o  "sow" two samples  o f  r u b b l e  t o  see what would come up a s  
many o f  t h e  p l a c e s  I v i s i t  a r e  remote and  have a l l  s o r t s  of i n t e r e s t i n g  
s p e c i e s .  I n  one p o t  a l a r g e  number o f  s u c c u l e n t  s e e d l i n g s  came up which have 
t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be a samphire ( H a l o s a r c i a )  b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  no Eremophila have 
appeared.  I n  t h e  second p o t  I had more s u c c e s s  - t h i s  sample of rubb le  was from 
a n  E. v e r o n i c a  l o c a l i t y  S of Coolgardie .  Seven d e f i n i t e  eremophi la  s e e d l i n g s  
have come up whi,ch a r e  e i t h e r  E. v e r o n i c a  o r  E. c a e r u l e z  and t h e r e  are Cuo 
l a r g e  s e e d l i n g s  which may be a ~ o d o n a e a ~ r e m o ~ h i l a .  

Bob Chinnock 

ARTICLES ARE NOW REQUIRED FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER. PLEASE WRITE ON ALTERNATE 
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NOTE TO EREMOPHILA STUDY GROUP 

- "  'L 
Eremophila GermlnatQn Research 

'. # 
- 1  

Germination, ecology and propagation studies on Eremophila species are currently underway at 
the School of Environmental Biology. Curtin University, Perth. I am very interested in obtaining 
old Eremophila seed, so I can carry out viability testing of different aged fruits. I would be very 
grateful if anyone wuld send me fruits of different ages. 

The list below outlines the main species I am working on, though any other species would be of 
interest. 

6, Species of interest 

E. maculata 
E longifolia 
E. forrestii 
E. margarethae 
E. spectabilis 
E. fraseri 
E. scoparia 

I would also be interested to hear from anyone who has carried out any type of germination 
treatment. 

Finally, I am gathering information on insect attack and predation by wildlife on Eremophilas -can 
anyone help? 

I can be contacted at: 

Guy Richmond 
School of Environmental Biology 
Curtin University of Technology 
GPO Box U1987 
PERTH WA 6001 
Tel: 09 351 3130 




