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Firstly I must apologise for the delay in getting this issue finished. I have had good intentions since returning from
overseas, however, the time required to do many things has cut into the time required to get this finished. I must also
apologise to those of you who have written to me in the past few months and to whom 1 have had not, until recently
responded.

There are several who requested cuttings and who have sent money to pay for their postage etc. I have not forgotten
you. Unfortunately the best time to send them corresponded with the six weeks I was away. Please bear with me — |
will supply them as soon as the rains come!!?? and when the plants have produced fresh growth.

The ASGAP Conference in Perth promises to be an excellent time to visit that part of the world. I have been told that
the rain has fallen in the south-west region and that there should be a good display of wildflowers to view in the
Stirling Ranges. I am not sure of the effects of the low rainfall in the wheat belt region and the central north, but
suspect that growth could be limited and flowering reduced. Myrnie & 1 will be attending the Conference, arriving a
few days before it commences and travelling north as far as C& idton.

There was a suggestion that we might hold a workshop in WA if there was enough interest and if there was someone
willing to do the organising etc. I am not sure where or when but if it was to be in the near Perth area, it could be on
the Sunday or Tuesday of Conference week. There is a trip programmed as part of the Registration for the Conference
on the Tuesday, but this might not affect local WA members unless they are part of the organising group. If there is
any interest please let me know and I will see what can be arranged.

A special thankyou to Hans Griesser, an enthusiastic member of the Study Group, who has established a
comprehensive collection of eremophilas in the Adelaide Hills and who has also put together a comprehensive photo
library. Hans offered to organise the pictures for this issue and the outcome is our first attempt to get colour into the
Newsletter. We may decide to alter the format later but this ‘first’ should help to provide members with a photographic
record, at least of some of the less commonly seen eremophilas.

Special thanks to Ken Warnes for his articie on the trip which he and Russell Wait made last August/September. The
notes from Alan Lacey follow on fromn % me comments which I made in the last issue of the Newsletter re the use of
hormones. :
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The Sydney Group has been meeting‘regularly and has been producing a number of very useful articles directed
mainly at the small band of enthusiasts who meet in private homes seve_&r,al times each year. Charles Farrugia has
coordinated this group. Congratulations on the outcomes! A summary of their recent presentation is included for all to

read.

STUDY GROUP SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE FOR THE 2005/6 YEAR.
RATES REMAIN AT $5 PER YEAR.
A RED STICKER INDICATES THAT YOUR SUBSCRIPTION IS NOW DUE

SHEATHERS’ PROPERTY - YALLAROO

We live on the Northern tablelands of New South Wales, about 25km west of Armidale. Yallaroo is the name of our
65ha property. Our house and surrounding gardens are perched on a windswept hill at an altitude of 900m. Yallaroo
was originally a grazing property and the windswept hill was a large sheep camp complete with a wide range of weeds.

We started planting our native gardens about ten years ago. The aim was to create a bushland garden using plants from
every Australian state. The site, apart from the wind, is prone to medium frosts and frequent droughts. Most plants are
propagated on site and planted close together. Planting holes accommodate two and sometimes three specimens
(usually different species) and the holes are spaced about 50 to 75cm apart. The dense planting allows the plants to
shelter and protect each other as well as providing havens for small native birds.

Eremophilas figure prominently in all our garden beds, with new species and varieties added with monotonous
regularity. We have found that the majority of eremophilas have proved to be fast growing, free flowering, drought
resistant, frost tolerant and bird attracting. The majority have also proved to propagate readily from cuttings; we do not
plant grafted eremophilas.
























