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Dear Members, 
I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of a b e t t e r  t ime t o  s t a r t  w r i t i n g  t h e  news- 

l e t t e r  than  when l i s t e n i n g  t o  and watching t h e  b e a u t i f u l  s t e a d y  
r a i n .  It i s  hoped t h e  r a i n  i s  sp read ing  f a r  and wide t o  a r e a s  
where i t  i s  so  bad ly  needed. - I  - - -  

- I  - =  1. 
The u s u a l  group of members enjoyed t h e  day a t  Lawson i n  t h e  

Blue Mountains and a l s o  when p l a n t i n g  f e r n s  i n  an a r e a  of t h e  
Joseph Banks garden a t  Kareela.  

Over t h e  p a s t  y e a r  and a h a l f  we have become f r i e n d s  wi th  
J a n  and Noel L a i t y  and t h e i r  daugh te r  Anne, ou r  c h i e f  t i c k e t  
s e l l e r .  They have been very  a c t i v e  members, The L a i t y s  a r e  r e t u r n -  
i n g  t o  t h e i r  home s t a t e  of V i c t o r i a  where t hey  have purchased a 
bakery b u s i n e s s  a t  Colac. We wish them $he very  b e s t  of l u c k  i n  
t h e i r  new ven ture .  I want t o  s p e c i a l l y  thank J a n  and Noel f o r  
t h e i r  h e l p  a t  t h e  E x h i b i t i o n  las t  yea r  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  
f e r n  e x h i b i t i o n ,  s e l l i n g  t i c k e t s  and c l a e n i n g  up a f t e r w a r d s .  J a n  
h a s  i n d i c a t e d  s h e  hopes  t o  t o  be back f o r  t h i s  y e a r s  show. 

Ye a r e  making a very  b i g  e f f o r t  t h i e  y c a r  wi th  t h r e e  p r i z e s  
i n  t h e  r a f f l e  and a l l  proceeds  w i l l  go t o  Burrnedong Arboretum. 

The f i r s t  p r i z e  w i l l  be  a 6 f t  x 6 f t  shade house valued a t  
8425-00. Second p r i z e  w i l l  be  a l a r g e  P la tycer ium superbum and t h e  

t h i r d  p r i z e  a s e l e c t i o n  of n a t i v e  p l a n t s . T i c k e t s  w i l l  be 50cen t s  
each. 

We won't  be s end ing  o u t  books of t i c k e t s .  Members want ing 
t i c k e t s  should send t h e  money p l u s  a s e l f  addressed  envelope t o  
Noreen WooLlctt o r  P h y l l  Brown. It i s  r eques t ed  of members make 
b u l k  purchases  f o r  groups  t o  supply  a f u l l  l i s t  of  t h e  names. 

The r a f f l e  w i l l  be  drawn a t  4.00pm pn Sunday 2 1 s t ,  September 
1986.  I 

The winning p r i z e s  w i l l  be  d e l i v e r e d  w i t h i n  t h e  Sydney 
Me t ropo l i t an  a r e a .  Winners o u t s i d e  t h i s  a r e a  w i l l  need t o  make 
t h e i r  own arrangements  f o r  d e l i v e r y .  

John and Addie Lee have moved t o  Uqit 12, 5 H a r t  S t r e e t ,  
Lane Cove, 2066 and a r e  l o o k i n g  forward t o  v i s i t s  from members 
of t h e  Group. 

Phy l l  Brown. 
VACANCY - A f t e r  23 y e a r s  a s  Leader of t h e  Fern Study Group 1 
have decided t o  s t e p  down and i n v i t e  anpthe-r member t o  t a k e  a 
t u r n  as Leader. - I I 

A s s i s t ed  by a very capab l e  cornrr!itt';e t i e  Leader  a r r a n g e s  
meet ings  and o u t i n g s  and p u b l i s h e s  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  f o u r  t imes a  
year .  App l i ca t i ons  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  should be forwarded Noreen 
Wool le t t  o r  Phy l l  brown. 



Wallangaraugh F o r e s t  Dr ive  - Hain fo re s t .  
The f o r e s t  d r i v e  starts a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  of I r e l a n d  T i m m s  

Hoad and t h e  P r i n c e s  Highway, 29 k i l o m e t r e s  sou th  of Eden (New 
South  Wales sou th  c o a s t ) .  

The good g r a v e l  road is w e l l  s i gnpos t ed .  A t  t h e  beg inn ing  
t h e  d r i v e  pa s se s  through a  f i n e  s t a n d  of S i l v 2 r t o p  Ash which h a s  
recovered  from t h e  1952 f i r e s .  F u r t h e r  on a  c i r c u l a r  t r a i l  l e a d s  
f o r  2 k i l o m e t r e s  through a r e a s  which were logzed  i n  1970 anck h a s  
s u c c e s s f u l l y  r egene ra t ed .  

A pa tch  of b e t t e r  q u a l i t y  f o r e s t  i n  a h i g h e r  r a i n f a l l  a r e a  
i s  nex t  encountered.  'l'his c o n t a i n s  Messmate, Monkey Gum, White 
and Yellow S t r i ngyba rk .  

A f t e r  t r a v e l l i n g  f o r  26 k i l o m e t r e s  Mal lacoota  Lookout i s  
reached.  The l ookou t  i s  300 met res  above s e a  l e v e l  and i s  l o c a t e d  
1 k i l o m e t r e s  n o r t h  of t h e  N. S. W.  - V i c t o r i a  border .  From h e r e  
t h e r e  a r e  impre s s ive  views of t h e  Mal lacoo ta  Lakes Na t i ona l  Park  
t h e  towns of Mal lacoo ta  and Gypsy Po in t  and t h e  P a c i f i c  Ocean 
c o a s t l i n e .  

Twenty-nine k i l o m e t r e s  from t h e  P r i n c e s  Highway, and 
l o c a t e d  on Maxwells Road is  a p i c n i c  a r e a  which b e a r s  t h e  s i g n  
"Ra in fo r e s t  1200 metres t1 .  Th i s  i s  t h e  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  of  a  walk 
down i n t o  a c r e e k  which c o n t a i n s  a very  l a r g e  a r e a  of c o o l  r a i n -  
f o r e s t .  

The walk ing  p a t h  i s  s ignpos t ed  and d rops  s t e e p l y  from t h e  
p i c n i c  a r e a  th rough  c o l o n i e s  o f  Blechnum c a r t i l a g i n e u m ,  b. nudum 
Doodia media, U. a s p e r a ,  G u l c i t a  dub i a  and Pterideum esculentum. 

Along t h e  c r e e k  bank, c l o s e  t o  t h e  water  a r e  s t a n d s  o f  
Blechnum p a t e r s o n i i ,  S t i c h e r u s  t e n e r ,  i s o l a t e d  p l a n t s  of  Al lan todea  
a u s t r a l e ,  Denns t aed t i a  d a v a l l i o i d e s  and H i s t i o p t e r i s  i n c i s a .  
Yree f e rn s  a l o n g  t h e  c r e e k  were Gyathea a u s t r a l i s ,  C .  l e i c h h a r d -  
t i a n a  and u i c k s o n i a  a n t a r t i c a .  

Climbing ove r  wet r o c k s  and up t h e  t r u n k s  of t r e e f e r n s  
were masses o f  Microscrum scandens ,  A r t h r o p t e r i s  t e n e l l a  and a 
few clumps o f  P y r r o s i a  r u ? e s t r i s .  The t r e e f e r n ,  t r u n k s  were a l s o  
covered w i t h  f i lmy  f e r n s  and a few p l a n t s  o f  T m e s i p t e r i s  s p e c i e s  

On t h e  h i g h e r  banks bu t  s t i l l  under t h e  canopy of r a i n  
f o r e s t  t r e e s  were P t e r i s  umbrosa, Y.  t r emula ,  i a s t r e o p s i s  
accuminata  and L. microsora .  

T h i s  c r e e k  a r e a  i s  a very  p l e a s a n t  s p o t  and i s  an extreme 
c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  su r round ing  d r y  h o t  f o r e s t .  

The most common t r e e  o f  t h e  c o o l  r a i n f o r e s t  i s  t h e  L i l l y -  
p i l l y .  Uther s p e c i e s  found a long  t h e  s t r e ams  a r e   lackw wood and 
rinkwood. 

xhe d r i v e  which c o n t i n u e s  a l o n g  maxwells Road pa s se s  
th rough  logged a r e a s  which a l t e r n a t e  w i t h  unlc-gged a r e a s .  T h i s  
p a t t e r n  of l o g g i n g  i s  des igned  t o  p rov ide  a r e f u g e  f o r  w i l d l i f e  
r educe  s o i l  d i s t u r b a n c e  and p r e s e r v e  t h e  d i v e r s i t y .  and beau ty  
of t h e  f o r e s t .  

The road pa s se s  a  s t a n d  of  S i l v e r t o p  ush which h a s  regener -  
a t e d  a f t e r  t h e  1939 f i r e s .  

The end of t h e  wal langaraugh F o r e s t  Ur ive  i s  a t  t h e  
Scrubby Creek p i c n i c  a r e a  on t h e  P r i n c e s  Highway. The round 
t r i p  from Eden i s  approx imate ly  120 k i l ome t r e s .  

The names of t h e  t r e e s ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  about  t h e  r e g e n e r a t i o n  
and l o g g i n g  of t h e  f o r e s t  was ob t a ined  from a brochure  which i s  
a v a i l a b l e  from t h e  YorestryCommis;~ion of New South Wales. 

CO?&?kECTION 7 I 

On page 7 'of 
l l l l l L  I  I 

t h e  March 1986 n e w s l e t t e r  i n  t h e  
" V i s i t  t o  . M t  Wrilson" t h e r e  i s  an  e r r o r .  'L'he f e r n  genus r e f e r r e d  
t o  as L a s t r e o p t e r i s  i s  i n c o r r e c t ,  t h i s  shou ld  be L a s t r e o l ~ s i s .  



western Australia - Kings Park and Botan ic  Gardens. 

The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a l e t t e r  r e c e i v e d  from Eleanor  Benne t t  

a member from Western A u s t r a l i a .  
l1 I en joy  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  F e r n  Study Group News l e t t e r  

and am f a s c i n a t e d  and I gues s  env ious  of t h e  many i n t e r e s t i n g  
e x c u r s i o n s  t h e  E a s t e r n  S t a t e s  c an  go on. 

However, 1 work as a D i sp l ay  B o t a n i s t  a t  Kings Park  and 
Botanic  Gardens and thought  f e r n  e n t h u s i a s t s  i n  Western 
A u s t r a l i a  may be  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  know t h a t  l a t e  l a s t  y e a r  t h e  
U i sp l ay  Glasshouses  were opened t o  t h e  pub l i c .  One of t h e  g l a s s  
houses  i s  devoted t o  f e r n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s e v e r a l  s p e c i e s  from t h e  
s o u t h  west  and Kimberley Region of West A u s t r a l i a .  A s  West 
A u s t r a l i a  h a s  a very  small f e r n  f l o r a  many of  t h e  f e r n s  a r e  
from E a s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a  t o g e t h e r  w i th  many commonly c u l t i v a t e d  
c u l t i v a r s .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  f e r n s  t h e r e  is  a  g l a s s  house  devoted t o  
Kimberley p l a n t s ,  a n o t h e r  t o  Eremaea o r  d r y  a r e a  p l a n t s ,  and 
a n o t h e r  t o  c a r n i v o r o u s  p l a n t s ,  P i l k a r a  Region, _.and ha lophy t e s  . 

The g l a s shouse s  a r e  a r ranged  around a c e n t r a l  c o u r t y a r d  
,nhich ha s  a c o l l e c t i o n  of cycads ,  swamp and wa t e r  p l a n t s .  

The g l a s shouse s  a r e  opened every day excep t  Tuesdays 
from 10.00am t o  4.00pm and I recomuend them t o  t h e  pub l i c .  The 
gardens  sur rounding  t n e  a r e a  a r e  l andscaped  and i n c l u d e s  
c o l l e c t i o n s  of L e c h e n a u l t i a  s p e c i e s ,  E rehoph i l a  s p e c i e s  and 
Pro t eac eae. 

I f  you r e q u i r e  a f u l l e r  a r t i c l e  I am only  t o o  happy t o  
w r i t e  one b u t  thought  you may l i k e  t o  make t h i s  n o t e  i n  t h e  
news l e t t e r1 '  

Thank you 3 leanor  f o r  your  l e t t e r .  We w i l l  be  l o o k i n g  
forward t o  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  from you. Members from o t h e r  
s t a t e s  v i s i t i n g  t h e  West shou ld  c a l l  and s e e  Kings Park  and 
t h e  Botanic  Gardens. 

Programme. 

Sunday, 15 th  J'une, 1986. 

A v i s i t  t o  Scou t s  Camp M t .  Keira .  T r a v e l l i n g  s ou th  from 
Sydney on e i t h e r  t h e  Southern  Freeway o r  t h e  P r i n c e s  Highway 
t a k e  t h e  Mount Ousley Road. E'ollow t h i s  road f o r  about  9 
k i l o m e t r e s ,  t u r n  l e f t  i n t o  Mount Ke i ra  r oad ,  t r a v e l  f o r  abou t  
4  k i l o m e t r e s .  The t u r n o f f  t o  t h e  Scou t s  Scout  i s  a  ve ry  s h a r p  
t u r n  t o  t h e  r i g h t  on to  a narrow g r a v e l  road.  It i s  about  1 
k i l ome t r e  p a s t  t h e  Queen E l i z a b e t h  Urive .  

P l e a s e  make your  own c a t e r i n g  arrangements .  
The mee t ing  t ime h a s  been s e t  a t  10.00am. 

Sunday, 27 th  J u l y ,  1986. 
T h i s  o u t i n g  is  a t  t h e  home of Margaret  and P e t e r  Olde, 

138 Fowler Koad, I l lawong.  Morning t e a  w i l l  be a t  10.00am. 
P l ea se  b r i n g  your  l unch  and a ' p l a t e '  f o r  a f t e r n o o n  t e a .  Should 
a member become l o s t ,  p l e a s e  r i n g  Margaret  on t e l ephone  number 
5432242, f o r  d i r e c t i o n s .  

Sunday, 17 th  August, 1986. 
Th i s  meet ing w i l l  be a t  t h e  home of mar ie  and Kay Bes t ,  

15 urana  koad, Kenthurs t ,  a t  10.00am. Ylease b r i n g  your lunch  
and a  I p l a t e 1  f o r  a f t e r n o o n  t e a .  

r o r  f u r t h e r  i n fo rma t ion  r e g a r d i n g  t h e s e  o u t i n g s  p l e a s e  
c o n t a c t  P h y l l i s  Brown t e l ephone  number ( 0 2 )  7056413. 





COLYSIS AMPLA. 
A most a t t r a c t i v e ,  bu t  ve ry  d i f i ' i c u l t  s p e c i e s  t o  

e s t a b l i s h .  Worldwide t h e r e  a r e  abou t  t h i r t y  s p e c i e s  found rang-  
i n g  from A f r i c a  t o  New Guinea and from Japan through Ns1ay::ia 
t o  A u s t r a l i a .  Two s p e c i e s  a r e  found i n  A u s t r a l i a .  
H a b i t a t  

C o l y s i s  ampla i s  found i n  dense  pa t ches  of b o u l d e r s  and 
t r e e s  i n  t h e  t r o p i c a l  r a i n f o r e s t  of N o r t h E a s t e r n  clueensland, 
from t h e  c o a s t  t o  an  a l t i t u d e  of l 5 C C  ms t res .  
D e s c r i p t i o n  

The c r e e p i n g  rhizome i s  up t o  Icm t h i c k  and covered  i n  - - 

numerous brown s c a l e s  approx imate ly  2-jmr~ long .  A d i s t i n g u i s h -  
i n g  f e a t u r e  i s  t h e  v a r i a b l e  d a r k  g reen  f r o n d s  t h a t  may be 
s imp le  o r  p i n n a t e l y  lobed .  Very few f r o n d s  be ing  of t h e  same 
shape.  The f rond  c o n t i n u e s  n e a r l y  t o  t h e  end of t h e  s t i p e  giv-  
i n g  t h e  appearance  of a narrow wing. Fronds  a r e  t h i n  i n  t e x t u r e  
wi th  conspicuous  v e i n s  and f r e e  v e i n l e t s .  S o r i  a r e  a r ranged  i n  
a s l i g h t l y  wavy, s i n g l e  l i n e  from t h e  mid r ib  t o  t h e  margin of 
t h e  l e a f  and midway between a d j a c e n t  midveins.  S o r i  a r e  n o t  
obv ious ly  s e e n  due t o  t h e  vena t i on  markings and must be  looked 
f o r !  C lose  examinat ion,  f o r  t h e  purpose of t h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  
h a s  r e v e a l e d  s p o r e  on t h e  w r i t e r ' s  p l a n t  t h a t  was purchased as 
a f o r e s t  c o l l e c t e d  p l a n t  l e s s  t h a n  twe lve  months ago. 
Growing Cond i t i ons  

The w r i t e r ' s  specimen i s  grown i n  a c o l d  g l a s shouse  i n  
t h e  Pe r th  m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a  and s u c c e s s  h a s  been ob t a ined  wi th  
a  medium l i g h t  and h igh  humid i ty .  A c o a r s e  open p o t t i n g  mix i s  
used.  A g e n e r a l  purpose f e r n  f e r t i l i z e r  i s  used a t  h a l f  
s t r e n g t h  and a p p l i e d  3-4 monthly. 

A speciman i s  a l s o  growing w e l l  i n  a shadehouse  i n  a 
Sydney suburb.  
Confusing Species  

Microsorum scandens ,  C o l y s i s  s a y e r i .  
Refe rences :  Jones ,  D.L. & Clemesha, S.C. A u s t r a l i a n  F e r n s  and 
Fe rn  A l l i e s ,  1981 - Holtuum, H.E. F l o r a  of Malaya, Volume 11 
Fe rns ,  1968. 
W r i t t e n  by G.J. & K . J .  O ' H a r a  f o r  W.A. F e r n  S o c i e t y .  

Adiantum w h i t e i  
Ray Best  a member from t h e  Sydney suburb of Kenthust  

w r i t e s ;  
1' I unders tand  t h e  S.G.A.P. Fe rn  Study Group i n  Queensland 

r e q u i r e  a speciman of Adiantum w h i t e i  Ba i ley .  I have q u i t e  a 
number o f  p l a n t s  h e r e  grown from s p o r e s  provided by Rod H i l l  o I  
V i c t o r i a .  He h a r v e s t e d  them i n  South  E a s t  Queensland and t i t l e d  
them Adiantum s p e c i e s  S. E. Qld. I n  t h e i r  baby s t a g e  t h e y  
resembled Adiantum diaphanum b u t  now t h e y  have developed t o  
m a t u r i t y  t hey  a r e  Adiantum w h i t e i  Ba i ley .  " 

P h y l l i s  Brown a l s o  grew some f e r n s  from -;he s p o r e  
supp l ied  by Rod H i l l .  These f e r n s  l a b e l l e d  Adiantum S.E. Qld 
were d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  Sydney members of t h e  Fern  Study Group and 
a l s o  s o l d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  tilrough t h e  f e r n s  s a l e s  s e c t i o n  a t  t h e  
S.G.A.P. Wildflower E k h i b i t i o n  h e l d  a t  Peakhurs t  i n  1984. 

Rod H i l l  a member f r o n  t h e  Melbourne suburb  of F r anks ton  
i n d i c a t e d  t h e  s p o r e  was c o l l e c t e d  from f e r n s  om M t .  Coot-tha.  

Spore  of t h i s  apecies o f  f e r n  is  s t i l l  a v a i l a b l e  from 
t h e  s p o r e  banks of t h e  Fern  Study Group and t h e  Fern  S o c i e t y  
of V i c t o r i a  Inc. 





Key t o  S e l e c t i o n  of Spore  P a t t e r n s  - on O p g o s i t e  Page. 

A n g i o p t e r i s  e v e c t a  
Ophioglossum 
D a v a l l i a  
Plarat t i a  
Asp1 enium 
Adiantum 
Athyrium 
Hypolepis  
D a v a l l i a  
C h e i l a n t h e s  
P e l l a e a  
P t e r i s  

Todea P a r b a r a  
L e p t o p t e r i s  
Polys t ichum 
Cyathea  
Microsorum 
P y r r o s i a  
Acrost~ichum 
P l a t y c  erium h i l l i i  
P l a t y c  erium superbum 
Cryps inus  s i m p l i c  i s s imus  
Mephrolepis  
Diplazlium 

Blue Mountains - Outing. 
On Sunday, 1 6 t h  March, 1986, 14 members of t h e  Fe rn  Study 

Group assembled a t  t h e  Memorial i n  Honour Avenue, Lawson. The 
p a r t y  t hen  t r a v e l l e d  a l o n g  t h e  Avenue i n t o  Broad S t r e e t  and i n t o  
t h e  C a t a r a c t  F a l l s  p i c n i c  a r e a .  T h i s  was t h e  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  
t h e  days  walk. 

The w e l l  used walk ing  pa th  descended th rough  massive  
c o l o n i e s  of G le i chen i a  m ic rophy l l a  and G. d i c a r p a  t o  a  b r i d g e  
a c r o s s  t h e  c reek .  On t h e  way down, a l ookou t  c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  view 
t h e  g u l l e y  gorge was of l i t t l e  due t o  t h e  regrowth of t h e  t r e e s .  

From t h e  c r e e k  c r o s s i n g  t h e  pa th  ascended away from t h e  
a c t u a l  wa t e r cou r se  and passed th rough  v e r y  d r y  scrubby coun t ry  
b e f o r e  descend ing  t o  t h e  g u l l y  and t h e  C a t a r a c t  F a l l c .  Along 
t h e  way t h e r e  were some p l a n t s  o f  L indsaea  m i c r ~ p h y l l a .  

A t  C a t a r a c t  F a l l s  b e s i d e  t h e  runn ing  s t r e am were Blechnum 
minus, B. nudum, B. ambiguum and B. wat ts i i  w h i l s t  under  a very  
wet overhang were numerous 8. p a t e r s o n i i  and a l s o  Asplenium 
f l a b e l l i f o l i u m .  Downstream cou ld  be s e e n  t a l l  Cyathea a u s t r a l i s  
C u l c i t a  d u b i a  and l o t s  of Todea b a r b a r a  and S t i c h e r u s  l o b a t u s .  

The n e x t  s t o p  was F e d e r a l  h ' a l l s ,  where t h e r e  i s  a p i c n i c  s p o t  
complete  wi th  t a b l e s  and s e a t s .  The wa t e r  of t h e  c r e e k  tumbled 
ove r  a  ve ry  h igh  c l i f f  f a c e  an which was growing a good co lony  
of L e p t o p t e r i s  f r a z e r i i ,  i n  t h e  wet soggy c o n d i t i o n s .  Blechnum 
p a t e r s o n i i  was p r e s e n t  on t h e  wet bank. On t h e  wet s l i p p e r y  r o c k s  
were p l a n t s  o f  G r a m m a t i s  s p e c i e s .  Other  f e r n s  growing h e r e  were 
Blechnum wa t t s i i ,  B. c a r t i l i g i n e u m ,  Todea b a r b a r a ,  C u l c i t a  dub i a ,  
L indsaea  microphyl la ,  S t i c h e r u s  l o b a t u s ,  L a s t r e o p s i s  decomposi ta  
and Cyathea a u s t r a l i s .  

The path  l e a d i n g  t o  F e d e r a l  F a l l s  w a s  r e t r a c e d  t o  where a 
branch l e d  t o  J u n c t i o n  F a l l s .  The f a l l s  Mere a p p a r e n t l y  s o  named 
as t h i s  i s  t h e  j u n c t i o n  of two c r e e k s ,  wi th  a w a t e r f a l l  on each 
o f  t h e  c r e e k s ,  one of which i s  Lawson G r e e k . ~ h i s  would be a 
s p e c t a c t u l a r  s i g h t  w i t h  bo th  s t r e ams  i n  S u l l  f lood .  S i m i l i a r  
f e r n s  were found h e r e  ab a t  t h e  o t h e r  f a l l s .  

Uuring t h i s  walk t h e r e  was a l o t  of d i s c u s s i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  
t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of Blechnum w a t t s i i  and B. arcbiguum which 
grew i n  l a r g e  c o l o n i e s .  'Yhe main means of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  was t h e  
v a r i a t i o n  of t h e  width  of t h e  f e r t i l e  f r o n d s  wi th  t h e  s t e r i l e  
f ronds .  B l e c h n u  f e r n s  were c l o s e l y  s c r u t i n i s e d  i n  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  
Blechnum g r e g s o n i  which is  endemic t o  t h e  Blue Mountains bu t  is  
e v i d e n t l y  r a r e l y  l o c a t e d .  

The pa th  o u t  o f  t h e  gorge i s  r a t h e r  s t e e p  and t w i s t e d  and 
t u rned  on t h e  way t o  t h e  top.  Some of t h e  o l d e r  members needed 
a number o f  r e s t  s t o p s  on t h e  a a y  t o  t h e  top.  

It was n o t  u n t i l  t h e  t u r n o f f  t o  Adel ina  h ' a l l s  w a s  passed 
and t h e  t o p  a lmos t  reached t h a t  a few p l a n t s  of ~ l e c h n u m  
g regson i  were found. ' ihece  were found growing i n  a  wet soak 



a l o n g s i d e  t h e  path .  xhere  were no o t h e r  f e r n s  i n  c l o s e  v i c i n i t y  
,xhe i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  was made i n  t h e  f i e l d  ( l u c k i l y  t h e r e  were 
f e r t i l e  f r o n d s  p r e s e n t ) .  The f e r t i l e  f r o n d s  were about  t h e  same 
width  as t h e  s t e r i l e  ones ,  whereas w i th  Blechnum ambiguum t h e  
f e r t i l e  f r o n d s  were about  1/3 t h e  width  of t h e  s t e r i l e  ones  
and Blechnum watts i i  t h e  f e r t i l e  f r onds  were very  narrow. 

The walk t ook  l o n g e r  t h a n  expected s o  a f t e r  a l a t e  lunch ,  
t h e  r e g u l a r  meet ing and f e r n  r a f f l e  i t  was t ime  f o r  members 
t o  start on t h e  d r i v e  down t h e  mountain and home. 

----- 
Red Carpet .  - 

We wish t o  extend a w a r m  welcome t o  t h e  f o l l o v ~ i n g  nebv 
members : 

J o s e  h  Banks Nat ive  Garden - Bate s  Dr ive ,  Kareela .  2- 
On 27th .  A p r i l ,  1960 a  working p a r t y  of  f o u r t e e n  members. 

armed w i th  wheel-barrows,  p i cks ,  mat tocks ,  r a k e s ,  spades  And 
' 

n a t i v e  f e r n s ,  went t o  work on a s e l e c t e d  p a r t  of t h e  Joseph 
Banks Na t i ve  Garden. 

The small s e c t i o n  of t h e  garden was made a v a i l a b l e  by t h e  
Su the r l and  Counc i l  f o r  development by members of  t h e  Fe rn  Study 
Group, wi th  p l a n t i n g s  of s u i t a b l e  n a t i v e  f e r n s .  

It was dec ided  t h e  most e f f e c t i v e  u s e  of t h e  e i g h t y  f e r n s  
a v a i l a b l e  would be  group p l a n t i n g s  of t h e  e i g h t  s p e c i e s .  The 
ferns s e l e c t e d  f o r  p l a n t i n g  grow n a t u r a l l y  i n  t h e  ground and 
w i l l  w i t h s t and  some d i r e c t  sun  and d r y  c o n d i t i o n s .  

Some of t h e  e x i s t i n g  f e r n s  which were no t  n a t i v e  were 
removed, ' f r e e f e r n s  r e l o c a t e d  and some P la tycer iums  a t t a c h e d  t o  
t r e e s  w i t h i n  t h e  a l l o c a t e d  a r e a .  

The garden was then  t e r r a c e d  i n  a number o f  p l a c e s ,  
b o u l d e r s  and small l o g s  placed i n  s t r a t e g i c  p o s i t i o n s ,  d r a i n s  r provided and t h e  whole a r e a  mulched and watered.  d r 

The Na t i ve  Garden i s  a p l a c e  w e l l  worth v i s i t i n g .  The paths  
a r e  w e l l  made and t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  of  s p a c e s  s e t  a s i d e  f o r  
p i c n i c s  and bar-b-ques. The Su the r l and  Group of t h e  d o c i e t y  
f o r  Growing A u s t r a l i a n  F l a n t s  h a s  under taken  t h e  p l a n t i n g  and 
maintenance of l a r g e  s e c t i o n s  of t h e  garden.  

The F e r n  Study Group w i l l  h o l d  aqb the r -  working boe 
a t  a l a t e r  d a t e ,  b u t  members wi th  t ime  a v a i l a b l e  cou ld  v i s i t  t h e  
a r e a  and c a r r y  o u t  any maintenance t o  t h e  f e r n  garden.  

Spore  Bank 
Fern s p o r e  w i l l  be s u p p l i e d  f r e e  of  cha rge  from t h e  s p o r e  

bank p rov id ing  a s e l f  a d d r e s ~ e d  stamped envelope i c  forwarded 
wi th  t h e  l i s t  of  requ i rements .  



MUP 
FERNS and ALLIED PLANTS 

OF V I C T O R I A ,  TASMANIA  

w i t h  d i s t r i b u t i o n  maps f o r  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  
s p e c i e s .  

BETTY D. DUNCAN and GOLDA lS.AAC 

T h i s  handsome book i s  a r e l i a b l e  f i e l d  gu ide  f o r  
n a t u r a l i s t s ,  a n  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  t e x t  f o r  b o t a n i s t s , a n d  a n  i n s p i r a -  
t i o n  f u r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  and amateur  g a r d e n e r s .  l l l u s t r a t e d  w i t h  
d e t a i l e d  drawings  and Bruce F u h r e r ' s  e x c e l l e n t  photographs ,  t h e  
t e x t  i s  comprehensive,  t h e  fo rmat  s i m p l e  and e a s y  t o  fo l low.  Of 
p a r t i c u l a r  v a l u e  a r e  t h e  maps which show d i s t r i b u t i o n  w i t h i n  
V i c t o r i a ,  t h e  i l l u s t r a t e d  key,  an,d t h e  minor keys  f o r  s p e c i f i c  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  A c h a p t e r  by C. J. Goudex and R. L. H i l l  on  
propagat  i o n  and c u l t i v a t i o n  g i v e s  i n v a l u a b l e  p r a c t i c a l  guidanc e. 

C O N T E N T S  : Foreword; A b b r e v i a t i o n s  ; P r e f a c e ;  Acknowledgements ; 
1 I n t r o d u c t i o n ;  2 I d e n t i f i c a t i o n ;  3 Fork- fe rns ;  4 F e r n  
a l l i e s ;  5 Addsr ' s  tongue and Moonworts; 6 Combferns; 7 Cora l -  
f e r n s  and Fan-f e r n s ;  8 Filmy f e r n s ;  9  T r e e - f e r n s ;  1 0  Bracken 
and o t h e r  ground f e r n s  ; 1 1 Screw f e r n  a i d  o t h e r s ;  12 The 
Brakes ;  13 Maidenhair  and o t h e r s ;  14 F i n g e r  f e r n s ;  15 kangaroo 
f e r n  and o t h e r s ;  16 H a r e ' s  f o o t ;  17 Spleenwor t s ;  18 Lady 
f e r n s  and o t h e r s ;  19 S h i e l d  f e r n s ;  20 Hasp f e r n s  and Water 
f e r n s ;  21 Water p l a n t s ;  22 P r o p a g a t i o n  and c u l t i v a t i o n ;  
B i b l i o g r a p h y ;  G l o s s a r y ;  Authors  of p l a n t  names; Index. 
248 x 181 mm. c l o t h ,  272 pp. 8 pp. c o l o u r  p l a t e s ;  252 photo- 
g r a p h s  ; 1 22 l i n e  d rawings ;  104 d i s t r i b u t i o n  maps. 
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Melbourne U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s  i s s u e  i t s  f i r s t  book i n  1923. 
I n  t h e  s i x t y  y e a r s  s i n c e  t h e n ,  a h i g h  p r o p o r t i o n  of t h e  f i n e s t  
and most i n f l u e n t i a l  books p u b l i s h e d  i n  A u s t r a l i a  have borne  
t h e  Melbourne i m p r i n t .  Independence,  a u t h o r i t y ,  i n t e g r i t y  
p r e s e n t e d  wi th  sound d e s i g n  and p r i n t i n g  a r e  t h e  h a l l m a r k s  o f  - 

b) 
a n  M. U.  P. book. IW. 

The above t i t l e  w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  from your  b o o k s e l l e r  
o r  l i b r a r i a n .  I f  you f i n d  any problem i n  s u p p l y ,  p l e a s e  w r i t e  - t h e  fo l lowing .  A f r e e  c a t a l o g u e  i s  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  on r e q u e s t .  

Melbourne U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s ~ ,  
P. 0. Box 278, 
C 'a r l ton  Sou th ,  
V i c t o r i a .  3053. 
A u s t r a l i a .  
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Meet ing Sunday 18 th  May, 1986. 

The May mee t ing  was h e l d  a z  m e  nome of P h y l l l s  W V i v  an  
Brown. 'rhe small number p r e s e n t  (12) was due t o  a week of wet 
and o v e r c a s t  c o n d i t i o n s ,  w i th  some r a i n  f a l l i n g  on t h e  Sundhy 

3rning.  
A f t e r  t h e  meet ing m e  s t r o l l e d  through t h e  shade a r e a  

l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  l a r g e  c o l l e c t i o ~  of f e r n s .  
Members of  t h e  g roup  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  means of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  of t h r e e  genera  of  f e r n s ,  which a r e  common on 
most of t h e  walks  and a r e  v i s u a l l y  similiar. 
L a s t r e o p s i s  - The r i d g e s  of t h e  upper  s u r f a c e  of t h e  r h a c h i s  i s  
con t i nuous  wi th  t h e  th ickened  margin of t h e  pinna.  Th i s  was 
c l e a r l y  e v i d e n t  when a f rond  of L a s t r e o p s i s  decomposi ta  was 
examined under t h e  microscope and wi th  a hand l e n s .  One s p e c i e s  
where t h i s  i s  n o t  c l e a r l y  e v i d e n t  is L a s t r e o p s i s  w a l l e r i i .  
Polys t ichum - The r i d g e s  on t h e  upper  s u r f a c e  a r e  neve r  c o n t i n -  
uous wi th  t h e  margin of t h e  pinna.  Two s p e c i e s  produce p r o l i f - -  I 

e r o u s  buds on t h e  t i p s  09 f r o n d s ,  t h e  o t h e r  t w  h ve e r e c t  o r  
s h o r t  c r e e p i n g  rhizomes. Q h $  fC 1 .  
Arachniodes - The r i d g e s  on t h e  upper  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  r h a c h i s  

P 
a r e  never  con t i nuous  w i th  t h e  pinna margin,  t h e r e  a r e  no 
p r o l i f e r o u s  buds and t h e  rhizomes a r e  l o n g  c reep ing .  

( K r s )  P h y l l i s  Brown, 

I 
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