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Hello everyone, 

Since this is pessimistically the last newsletter of the calender 
year, I would like to wish everybody in the study group an 
enjoyable Xmas and a profitable New Year. A f t e r  a very 
disjointed year I am back on deck and attempting to pick up the 
threads again. I estimate I have only been at home for about 3 
months of this year and even then only in snatches, so my garden 
has not had the attention it deserves. Losses however have been 
light except in the area of propagation where a few experiments 
in potting mixes have been mildly disastrous. I am even more 
convinced now that soilless mixes are not the way to go if 
extended periods in pots are envisaged. I noticed with interest 
experiments by my mentor Max Hewitt in using Brickie's sand and 
aggregate mixes in his garden beds, particularly for 
Verticordias. He is now using this sand for striking cuttings 
although I would think a misting system would be a necessity 
under these circumstances. On-off watering and drying out would 
tend to compact the sand significantly, 

The most significant event affecting the Study Group over the 
past few months is the launching of a new volume of the Flora of 
Australia on Goodeniaceae. It is written primarily by Roger 
Carolin with contributions from David Morrison and Tahir Rajput. 
I have enclosed a flyer to remind everyone that it exists. In 
theory we should no longer have any problems identifying our 
plants (unfortunately I am not sure it works that way!). 

This is the first newsletter for the new financial year so I 
guess I should make the perennial exhortation for members of the 
group who haven't paid their subs for this year to do so as soon 
as ~ossible. Remember the fee is $5. If there is a little 
sticker on the front of your newsletter then I haven't as yet 
received your sub for this year. I had hoped to have a fully 
itemised incornelexpenditure statement for the year to give you, 
however during the year I have had to change our accocnt from the 
Royal Bank to a credit union, Laboratories Credit Union, as all 
the banks are now charging monthly book fees. For a small non- 
profit organization like ourselves this basically highway 
robbery. Unfortunately as part of the process I have ~emporarily 
mislaid the defunct bank book so all I can offer at the moment 
is the statement of balance at 30/6/92 of $133.60. There was a 



r e f u n d a b l e  c o s t  i n  j o i n i n g  t h e  c r e d i t  u n i o n  o f  $ 1 0 . 0 0  f o r  5 
s h a r e s .  

Apar t  f rom a  l e t t e r  from Joan  H a l e s  (see below) t h e r e  a g a i n  
h a s n ' t  been a  l o t  o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  n e w s l e t t e r  
which i s  t o  be e x p e c t e d  s i n c e  I wasn ' t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  r e spond  most 
o f  t h e  y e a r .  I d i d  however s e n d  some c u t t i n g  m a t e r i a l  o u t  t o  a  
number o f  a c t i v e  members. I t r i e d  a  d i f f e r e n t  t e c h n i q u e  t h i s  
t i m e  u s i n g  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  S tay-Fresh  p l a s t i c  b a g s .  A p p a r e n t l y  
t h e y  a r e  t r e a t e d  t o  r e d u c e  e t h y l e n e  b u i l d - u p  and  keep v e g e t a b l e  
m a t t e r ,  e t c  f r e s h .  I h a v e n ' t  a s  y e t  r e c e i v e d  feed-back on t h e  
c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  s e n t  o r  t h e  s u c c e s s  r a t e  on p r o p a g a t i n g  
from it .  

A s  I ment ioned  above I r e c e i v e d  a  l e t t e r  from J o a n  Ha les  back i n  
May. Joan  h a s  p i c k e d  up  some p l a n t s  o f  G o o d e n i a  v i s c i d a ,  
S c a e v o l a  a l b i d a  "White) , S .  " P u r p l e  Robe1I, S .  "Pink P e r f e c t i o n " ,  
Dampiera  l i n e a r i s  and  D .  d i v e r s i f o l i a  . J o a n  i s  l e a r n i n g  f a s t .  
SHe now t a k e s  c u t t i n g s  b e f o r e  p l a n t i n g  o u t ,  a  s t e p  everybody 
s h o u l d  be f o l l o w i n g .  I t  i s  f a r  t o  e a s y  t o  l o s e  p l a n t s  i n  t h a t  
i n i t i a l  f e w  weeks a f t e r  p l a n t i n g .  J o a n  r e p o r t s  mixed s u c c e s s  
f rom l a s t  y e a r .  L e c h e n a u l t i a  f o r m o s a  "Orange" h a s  now s e n t  up 
s u c k e r s  from t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a n t  which h a s  u n h a p p i l y  d e c e a s e d .  
L e c h e n a u l t i a  b i l o b a  i s  s u r v i v i n g  w i t h  some a f t e r n o o n  shade  ( t h i s  
may be t h e  s e c r e t  w i t h  t h i s  s p e c i e s  - it d o e s n ' t  l i k e  g e t t i n g  
i t ' s  r o o t  sys tem t o o  h o t ) .  Joan  h a s  u s e d  a  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  p l a c e d  
r o c k  t o  p r o v i d e  f u r t h e r  c o v e r  f o r  t h e  r o o t  s y s t e m .  Joan  h a s  a  
p l a n t  o f  S. c a n d u l a c e a e ,  grown from c u t t i n g  from C u t t a g e e  ( ? )  
Lake, which h a s  hung i n  t h e r e  and  may now be d e c l d i n g  t o  grow. 
G o o d e n i a  o v a t a  (Green Cape form - p r o s t r a t e )  i s  growing w e l l  
w i t h o u t  any TLC s o  must b e  h a r d y  and  Joan h a s  3  s e e d l i n g s  of  
unknown g e n e t i c s  a w a i t i n g  i n d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a f t e r  f l o w e r i n g .  Joan  
i n f o r m s  m e  t h a t  h e r  p l a n t  o f  D .  h e d e r a c e a  h a s  d i e d  p o s s i b l y  
b e c a u s e  o f  a n  u n u s u a l l y  c o o l  and w e t  summer. A s  s h e  p o i n t s  o u t  
maybe it needs  t h e  h o t  summer t o  t h r i v e  and  keep  down f u n g a l  
a t t a c k .  Joan  h a s  gone t o  t h e  t r o u b l e  o f  t e s t i n g  h e r  w a t e r  s u p p l y  
f o r  pH. The v a l u e  h a s  v a r i e d  from 8 . 1 - 8 . 3  w h i l e  t h e  dam w a t e r  
was even  h i g h e r  a t  8 . 8 .  Q u i t e  r i g h t l y  s h e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h i s  
c o u l d  b e  a  problem w i t h  p r o l o n g e d  w a t e r i n g .  J o a n  h a s  p r e v i o u s l y  
n o t e d  a  s t r o n g  a b i l i t y  t o  k i l l  p l a n t s  w i t h i n  a  month d u r i n g  
summer. 

I had  a l s o  had a  q u e r y  from a  D r  Mac ie j  Hempel of P l a n t  World 
E x p l o r a t i o n s  who h a s  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  c o l l e c t i n g  and b r e e d i n g  
S c a e v o l a  s p .  I w i l l  f o r w a r d  t h e i r  a d d r e s s  t o  anybody i n t e r e s t e d .  



I t  i s  a  p l e a s u r e  t o  welcome t h e  Logan R ive r  b ranch  of t h e  SGAP 
a s  an  a s s o c i a t e  member. The c o n t a c t  t h e r e  i s  Kerry  ath hie and 
he  in forms  me t h a t  he ( t h e  group?) i s  growing a  number of 
L e c h e n a u l t i a  s p  i n c l u d i n g  L. h i r s u t a ,  L .  b i l o b a ,  L.  macrantha,  
L .  l a r a c i n a ,  L .  formosa and some h y b r i d s .  Th is  i s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  
impre s s ive  l i s t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  Queens land .  H e  i s  a l s o  growing 
a  number of  t h e  l o c a l  Gooden3.a s p .  (mos t ly  u n i d e n t i f i e d  a t  
p r e s e n t )  and abou t  2 5  forms o f  Scaevola  s p .  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  l o c a l  
S. ramosissima u s i n g  low g r a v e l  mounds and hanging b a s k e t s .  

I n  l i n e  w i th  t h e  p o l i c y  o u t l i n e d  i n  the  l a s t  n e w s l e t t e r ,  i . e .  t o  
endeavour t o  u s e  on ly  m a t e r i a l  c o l l e c t e d  under  t h e  f a i r l y  s t r i c t  
r u l e s  of w i l d  provenance m a t e r i a l ,  I have made approaches  t o  t h e  
Royal  Bo tan i c  Gardens t h rough  Steve Corbet t ,  t h e  C u r a t o r  of  
L i v i n g  C o l l e c t i o n s  t o  set up fo rmal  access t o  their bank o f  
m a t e r i a l  a t  M t  Annan. The i d e a  would be f o r  t h e  group t o  have 
a c c e s s  t o  maybe one s p e c i e s  o r  form f o r  e ach  n e w s l e t t e r .  Members 
would t h e n  p ropaga t e  and m a i n t a i n  t h e  m a t e r i a l ,  t e s t i n g  it i n  
t h e i r  garden BUT m a i n t a i n  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and r e c o r d s  under  t h e  
a c c e s s i o n  code.  The downside may be t h a t  a l l  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  o f  
t h e  same s p e c i e s  i n  t he  garden  would have t o  removed t o  m a i n t a i n  
t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of  t h e  a c c e s s i o n .  If it i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  send  v i a b l e  
r o o t e d  c u t t i n g s  t h rough  t h e  m a i l  t h a t  would be  t h e  q u i c k e s t  
method of  g e t t i n g  new s p e c i e s  and forms i n t o  t h e  system. I would 
welcome t h e  t h o u g h t s  o f  members on t h e  i d e a .  I f  it i s  p o s s i b l e  
I would l i k e  t o  s t a r t  t h e  p r o c e s s  i n  t h e  n e x t  n e w s l e t t e r .  I have 
w r i t t e n  a  fo rmal  r e q u e s t  t o  D r  Mark Sab io  b u t  have n o t  a s  y e t  
r e c e i v e d  a  r e p l y .  I d i d  f i n d  o u t  however t h a t  t h e r e  have been 
d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e h . a t  M t  Annan, th rough  t h e  l o c a l  
Region, t o  set  up l i v i n g  c o l l e c t i o n s  of  s p e c i f i c  s t udy  groups  a t  
M t  Annan, and t h a t  one of  t h e  g roups  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  
was t h e  Goodeniaceae. 



Membership of the group is not exactly flourishing. Basically 
we lose some and gain some. Currently we have some 16 active 
members. 

Membership 

Current active members in the group are 

Canberra 
Geoff Clarke, 26 Henry St, Cook, ACT, 2614 

New South Wales 
Burrendong Arboretum, Tara Rd, Mumbil, 2820 
Jonathan Lidbetter, 29 George St, Pennant Hills, 2120 
Philip Strong, 6 Jetty Ave, Charmhaven, 2263 

Queensland 
Pat Shaw, 5 Fleetwood St, Macgregor, 4109 
Jan Sked, P . O .  Box 41, Lawton, 4501 

South Australia 
Ida Jackson, 7 Centenary Ave, Kingscote, Kangaroo Is, 5223 
Gary Leske, 18 Leonard Ave, Port Pirie, 5540 

Tasmania 
Jeanette Closs, 176 Summerleas Road, Kingston, 7050. 

Victoria 
Joan Hales, MCDonalds Rd, Glen Alvie, 3979 
Rita Luff, 95 Seebeck Rd, Rowville, 3178 
Margaret Randall, R.M.B. Tocumwal, 2714 
Bruce Schroder, 17 Jubilee Rd, Montrose, 3765 
Beverley Truscott, 22 Acacia Ave, South Oakleigh, 3167 

Western Australia 
Mary Squire, Box 23, Mukinbudie, W.A. 6479 

Overseas 
Henri de Bono, 12 Allee des Chasseur.~, 78230 Le Peco, France 

Happy gardening 

Dennis Margan v 




