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The following article was written by Knud Hansen, 30 Cairo Road, Box Hill North, 
Vic. 3129 

Sphifer sericeus (Sand spinifex grass) 

The genus Spinifex occurs in Australia, New Zealand and Pacific Islands. It is a 
member of the sub-family Panicoideae. Four species and one hybrid occur in 
Australia; Spinifex sencats is the familiar species of the south-east coast, and grows 
principally in summer. 

A stout dioecious perennial with upright tussocks to 50 cm high, and extensive 
branched stolons. 

The leaves occur in tufts along the stolons, are linear, up to approx. 40 an long, lax, 
densely sillyhairy on both sides and often silvery-grey. The ligule is a rim of dense 
hairs. 

Flowering occurs in spring-summer. Male and female inflorescences differ 
considerably. In male plants the inflorescence consists of a terminal cluster of 
racemes of spikes subtended by silky bracts, with each spike having about 20 
spikelets. The female (or bisexual) inflorescence is a large (up to 20 cm. d i m . )  
globular head of sessile racemes, with each raceme reduced to usually one spikelet 
enclosed by bracts, and with its rachis protruding, so that the inflorescence overall has 
a spiky appearance. When mature, the seedheads detach from the peduncle, and are 
easily blown about by the wind. 

Dfstrlhtfon and Habitat ' 
Sand spinifex grass is common on primary dunes along the coast of Queensland, New 
South Wales, Victoria and South Australia, and plays a key role in dune stabilisation 
and colonisation. It is particularly noticeable on the seaward side of the foredunes. 
Its growth is stimulated by partial burial by sand, and it is of course highly tolerant of 
sand blasting and salt-laden winds. 

mpa~ation. Plan  tin^ and Establishment '* 9* lo* l1 

The germination of Sand spinifex grass seed requires absence of light, and is 
enhanced by the removal of attachments to the caryopses. The Soil Conservation 
Service of NSW and the Beach Protection Authority of Queensland have developed a 



number of techniques for planting the species in dunes. These include the hand 
planting of whole seed heads which are collected after they detach from plants 
(November - December). Planting involves dropping several seedheads into each 
hold and b a c m n g .  The holes are dug so that the seed heads are in moist sand, 
thus the seed-heads can be covered from 30 to 100 mm or more. The planting area 
should be stabilized by brush matting (or marram grass if it is present). Satisfactory 
establishment of cover using this method takes 1-2 years. 

A quicker method is to use runners or tip cuttings 400-600 mm long, and to plant 
these to about half their depth in moist sand in the cooler months. 

Stolons with established roots are not used because they do not establish. Other 
techniques include the bulk transplanting of spinifex and sand, the planting of 
vigorously growing sprigs, and the mechanical planting of threshed seed, which is both 
time and space efficient. The addition of nitrogenous fertilizer significantly increases 
both the growth rate of plantings and the production of inflorescences and seed. 

Many thanks to the following members who contributed information: 

Maureen Bennett 

Dr. R.D.B. Whalley 

Thanks also to Sel Sultmann (Dune Conservationist, Coastal Management Branch, 
Queensland Department of Environment and Heritage) for providing me with a range 
of information from the Beach Protection Authority, Queensland. 
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Dragonfly Aquatics, RMB AB366, Colac, 3250, ph (052) 366 320. 
Farmtrees Indigenous Nursery, Hunts Road, Bittern, 3918, ph (059) 839 649. 
Chris Fletcher, King Street, Y m a  Glen, 3775, ph (03) 730 1517. 
Flora Macdonald, Balcombe Court, Croydon, 3136, ph (03) 725 7526. 
Geelong Indigenous Nursery, Coppards Road, Whittington, 3219, ph (052) 298 087. 
Indigenous Bayside Plants, Sandringham, 3191, ph (03) 598 5247. 
Kuranga Native Nursery, Maroondah Highway, Ringwood, 3134, ph (03) 879 4076. 
Wyeena Nursery, St. Andrews Road, Smiths Gully, 3760, ph (03) 710 1340. 
Victorian Indigenous Nursery Co-op, Lee Street, B&ck East, 3057, 
ph (03) 387 4403. 

Victoria - Country 

Goldfields Revegetation Nursery, Dysons Road, Mandurang, 3551, ph (054) 395 384. 
Granite Rock Nursery, Deptford Road, Granite Rock, 3875, ph (051) 568 626. 
Jan Hall, Murray Valley Highway, Yarrawonga, 3730, ph (057) 441 140. 
Koorooman Native Flora Nursery, Leongatha North Road, Leongatha North, 3953, ph 
(056) 68 6301. 
Seven Creeks Nursery, Raftery Road, Shepparton, 3630, ph (058) 231 540. 
Tambo Vale Nursery, Princes Highway, Nicholson, 3882, ph (051) 568 310. 
Terraflora Nursery, South Gippsland Highway, Leongatha, 3953, ph (056) 624 124. 

The aim of this project was to compile a list of the species of native grasses which are 

reliable in cultivation, provided their preferred conditions were provided. 

At this stage, limited feedback has precluded a meaningful list from being drawn up. 

Thanks however to those members who contributed to this project - their information 

is included in the Correspondence section of this newsletter on page 24. 



Thanks to Peter Innes* for submitting the following article on 29 June 1993. 

VEGETATIVE PROPAGATION OF l"hemeda amtmk 
Peter Imes 

Introduction 

The aim of this experiment was to £ind how successfully Therneda australis could be 
propagated by subdivision of plant clumps taken from the field. Plant clumps were 
dug up and grown on in pots using whole clumps, 1/2 clumps, 1/4 clumps, 1/8 
clumps, single tillers with no fertiliser, single tillers plus rooting compound plus slow 
release fertiliser, and single tillers plus slow release fertiliser plus rooting compound 
plus blood and bone fertiliser. Single tillers with slow release fertiliser gave the best 
growth results of all groups. The growth rates of whole, 1/2, 1/4 and 1/8 groups 
were similar. Single tillers without slow release fertiliser added were not so 
successful. It was concluded from this that the best way of vegetatively propagating T. 
australis would be by subdivision into three or four tiller groups, use of a well drained, 
low soil potting mix, and the addition of a slow release low phosphorous fertiliser. 

About 20 clumps of T. australis were dug from a field of clayey loam soil in Oakville, 
N.S.W., in late January. These clumps were then placed in plastic bags, the leaves 
and culms clipped to 10 cm., and the bags then sealed for 24 hours, as per the 
method suggested by Whalley & Brown (1973). 

After the 24 hours the plants were potted on into 6 pots using a soil mix supplied by 
Martin Bros. ,50150 Nursery/Alpine'. It components were: 

47.5 % composted hardwood sawdust 
22.5 % composted pine fines 
22.5 % coarse propagating sand 
7.5 % loam 

The plants were divided and potted separately as follows: 

10 whole plant clumps 
10 1/2 plant clumps 
10 1/4 plant clumps 
10 1/8 plant clumps 
10 single tillers 
10 single tillers with rooting compound plus 5g of slow release fertiliser 
10 single tillers with rooting compound plus 5g of blood and bone 



The slow release fertiliser was Nutricote (reg.) 18N - 2.6P - 6.6K It was applied to 
the surface of the soil in the pots. 

The rooting compound was 3g/kg Indole-Butyric acid. It was applied by dipping the 
tiller roots into the liquid. 

The potted plants were placed on benches in a sheltered area covered by fibreglass 
roofing (see Fig. 4). 

Initial measurements were made of the tiller height of each plant and the number of 
tillers in each plant. Weekly measurements were then made of the tiller height of 
each plant. In multiple tiller plants the average height of the largest 3 or 4 tillers was 
taken. The death of any single tiller plant was also noted. This procedure was 
continued for 12 weeks. At the end of this period the number of tillers per plant 
were again counted. It had been planned to count the number of tillers per week, 
but in practice it was very difficult to tell the di£Eerence between new tillers 
vegetatiyely produced and seeds germinating in the native soil that had been 
transported with the plants. 

Results 

The weekly height results for each group were averaged and presented graphically in 
Fig. 1. Since the results for the 114 plant and the 118 plant groups were almost 
identical, the 1/4 plant results were left out of the graphical representations so the 
overall result could be more easily interpreted. Single plant tillers that died were 
not included in the average plant height calculations. As can be seen from Fig. 1 the 
best growth rates were achieved by the single tillers with rooting compound plus 
Nutricote. In fact, even after all other groups had plateaued out after about seven 
weeks, the single tiller/slow release fertiliser group continued growing strongly right 
to the end of the twelve week period. This group also had notably more lush and 
darker green foliage than the other groups. 

In other groups the growth of the whole and half plant clumps was better than the 
1/4 and 1/8 clumps. The single tillers without slow release fertiliser grew the least. 
These results may be somewhat biased however in that the highest 4 or 5 tillers only 
were being measured in the clumped plants. It would have been more accurate if an 
average tiller height for each clump was calculated, but in practice this was difficult to 
achieve in the time available. 

The percentage sunrival was lowest in the single tiller groups (see Fig. 2). The loss 
was approximately 10-30% in these groups. It was noted that the clumped plants also 
had a tiller death rate of about 30%, this being approximately balanced by the growth 
of new tillers. It is possible that the tillers that died were either not vegetative, ie. 
reproductive, or they may have been cut back below the apical growing tip. In 
general there appeared to be no growth from intercalary meristems. AU the growth 
came from apical buds or from new or existing axillary tillers below the point where 
the culms had been cut. 



The rate of tiller production (see Fig. 3). was very high (400% increase) in the single 
tiller group with slow release fertiliser added. In the other single tiller groups very 
few new tillers were produced. The rate of production of new tillers in the plant 
clump groups was about equal to the rate of tiller deaths. 

Discusston and Conclnsion 

Although the experiment was conducted relatively late in the growing season for T. 
australis, the results seem to indicate that good results can be obtained propagating 
even single tillers with the right mix of potting mixture and fertiliser. In the case of 
the single tillers no native soil was left on the roots, so the retention of native soil 
does not seem to have been important. There was no difference in growth rates 
between the single tillers with no fertiliser or rooting compound, and those with 
rooting compound and blood and bone added. This indicates either rooting 
compound had no effect or possibly the blood and bone had an inhibitory effect. 

If doing this experiement again it would be interesting to subdivide the clumps into 
about 2-4 tiller lots, then propagate samples of these with potting mix alone, samples 
with just slow release fertiliser added, samples with just rooting compound, and 
samples with rooting compound and slow release fertiliser. Another important point 
would be to use tiller groups from random parent plants for each treatment. This 
was not done in this experiement. The experiment could be started at earlier or 
different points in the growing season. Other growing environments could also be 
tried. Since the new growth all came from apical tips or axial tillers in this trial, it 
would be advisable to choose younger less advanced tiller groups and take care not to 
cut back to below the apical growing tips when pruning back prior to potting. 
Selecting at least three tillers per group should compensate for the approximately 113 
tiller loss noted during this experiment. 

Whalley, R.D.B. and Brown, R.W. (1973). A Method for Collection and Transport of 
Native Grasses from the Field to the Glasshouse. Journal of Range Manapemen%. 
Vol. 26, no. 5, Sept. 1973, p. 376-377. 
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Thanks to Robert Myers for submitting the following article in August 1993. Robert 
is a founding member (1989) of the Upper River Torrens Landcare Group based in 
Birwood, S.A. and editor of the vinyl-bound loose-leaf manual Watercourse 
Management. A Field Guide. He can be contacted by writing to P.O. Box 250, 
Birdwood, S.A., 5234. 

PROPAGATION BY PROLIFE:RATION* IN THE SEDGES 
C y p e n ~ ~  gymnocmrlos (SPINY FLAT-SEDGE) AND Cypems vaginafus (FLAT-SEDGE) 

Robert Myers 

Native sedges, rushes, the common reed and grasses are the foundation of 
watercourse understorey and aquatic animal habitat. They are the primary stabilizers 
of watercourse banks - from the water's edge and up into the banks. My casual 
interest in them began in the mid 1980's but it was my involvement with The Upper 
River Torrens Landcare Group and Derrnott Kelly's article Australian G r a s s d  
Cultivation (S.G.A.P. Journal August 1989) that accelerated and intensified my 
interest. 

I am not a scientist nor a botanist but rather a very amateur naturalist like many 
SGAP enthusiasts and journal readers. It is because of this and the pleasure I get 
from reports and articles in the Journal that I've submitted this verified discovery. 

On 8/6/93 I wrote as follows to Dr. John Jessop, Chief Botanist at the State 
Herbarium, whose help since 1989 is gratefully acknowledged: 

"... I've been wonde&g about the rapid spread of Cyperus species 
gymnocaulos and vaginatus, with ''new" plants developing quickl)l to 
sizeable plants within a season. I couldn't believe it was all from 
rhitomatic regrowth and seed. 

Then early thh year, late February, I was '7egged" by Cyperus vaginatus!! 
On looking closelj I redked it was because the plant's many weeping 
inflorescences had reached the damp sand of the river bank and had 
rooted (see drawing). 

8 

proliferous (viviparous): plants which bear adventitious leaf buds on the leaves or 
flowers, such buds being capable of rooting and forming 
separate plants C- Vol. N, p. 1703). 

proliferous: reproducing from seeds or bulbs which geminate while still 
attached to the parent plant (Shorter Word Didonaw). 
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Since then, with closer inspection I have noted thousands of rootings. Not 
all manage it, of course, but so many do. Once the inflorescence has 
rooted, the main stem withers and breaks ofi 

I can't find any reference to thk regrowth occurrence. Could you please 
comment? 

The significance of this happening is important information for native 
species revegetation along watercourses, especially its relevance to the need 
to totally exclude grazirg stock from such are as..." 

From Dr. J. Jessop's reply, 9/6/88: 

"...Joe Weber, who handles Cyperaceae enquiries for us, points out that 
,Flora o f  $A. refers to C. gymnocaulos inflorescences proliferating - which 
presumably refers to the phenomenon you have observed in C. vaginatus. 
Joe could find no specimens of C. vaginatus in our collections rooting at 
the inflorescences and is very pleased to have the material you enclosed 

11 
.*. 



One example of an approach to managing human impact in a prime remnant 
grassland is the Waverley Flora Park Landscape Management Plan prepared by Jerry 
deGryse Pty. Ltd. Landscape Architects of Hobart. In 1990, this project won both an 
Australian Heritage Award from the Australian Council of National Trusts and a 
Merit Award from the Australian Institute of Landscape Architects in recognition of 
its contribution to the resolution of the potential c o d c t  between human activity and 
conservation values. 

Thanks to Jerry deGryse for providing this article. 

WAVERLEY FLORA PARK MANAGEMEW P M  

Jerry deGryse * 

Despite the much vaunted reputation of Tasmania for having vast rainforest and 
alpine wilderness reserves of World Heritage significance (20% of the State), many of 
our other landscapes are severely degraded and in decline. The integrity of most of 
our dry sclerophyll environments for instance has been reduced through clearing for 
agriculture, forestry and urban expansion. The recent creation of the Douglas-Apsley 
National Park has preserved at least one major area of this vegetation type for the 
future. 

Even more severely degraded are the grasslands and grassy woodlands of Tasmania. 
Of the original cover of grassy woodlands for instance (4000kmz), 88% has been 
destroyed for agricultural use (Kirkpatrick et al, 1988:30). 

Recently, following an intense public lobbying campaign, Federal and State funding 
have been combined to purchase a large block of remnant grasslands in the northern 
midlands of Tasmania. The reserve of 600 hectares is the only known locality in 
Tasmania for two endangered plants and 25 species which are unreserved elsewhere. 
The block known as the Sherwood Bush Block is considered to be one of the 
singularly most important areas for nature conservation in the State. 

Another important remnant of the once extensive grasslands and grassy woodlands of 
Tasmania is the Waverley Flora Park, 82 hectares in size and five minutes from the 
Hobart GPO in the City of Clarence. 

Surrounded by suburban development, the Park has in the past only been protected 
by a sort of benign neglect. 

* Landscape Architect, Jerry deGryse Pty. Ltd., 208 Collins Street,  Hobart, 7000 



In late 1988, an approach was made to the City of Clarence and Housing Tasmana 
(co-owners of the land) by Jerry deGryse Pty. Ltd. to support the preparation and 
implementation of a management plan to protect the heritage values of the park. 
The proposal was accepted and the plan prepared over the following year and 
completed in December, 1989. 

The plan set as its goal the preservation of biological values while allowing for on- 
going passive recreation. It was intended to and has become a working document for 
use by the Council. The text therefore is written to both educate Councillors and 
staff and to direct implementation in the field. Further the plan has set out a 
programme of public involvement in the management of the park which is seen as 
essential to the long-term success of the project. 

Initial work for the study focused on the collection of high quality background 
information about the conservation and recreation values of the park. Flora, fauna, 
historical and archaeological surveys were conducted in addition to documentation of 
geological and climatic factors affecting the park and the mapping of weed 
infestations, fire history, the condition of tracks and recreational uses of the park. 

Field work was supplemented with an extensive review of the literature related to 
grasslands and their management as well as numerous discussions with researchers in 
the field. 

Of importance, the park was found to contain six grassland communities (two of 
which are unprotected in any national parks) spread over three geological strata. 
Most significant of these were the communities occuring on sandstone and mudstone 
geologies. The former because it is unusual in that sandy soils are rarely nutritious 
enough to support grasses and the latter because mudstone communities have been so 
seriously altered elsewhere in the state. 

Within these communities 180+ native plant species were identified of which eleven 
are unprotected and one endangered. One unreserved mammal, the Tasmanian 
bettong, was also found. 

The number of species, their rarity and the size and relatively undisturbed nature of 
the Park mean that it is extremely significant within the context of grasslands in 
Tasmania and Australia. For this reason the park has recently been listed on the 
Register of the National Estate. 

To protect the heritage values of the park, the plan addresses four main issues: 

(i) the use of fire and weed management to maintain species 
diversity and retain existing conservation values; 

(ii) the control of degdahbn processes through track 
management and erosion control; 



(iii) the rehabilifahbn of seriously degraded environments 
through revegetation, weed removal, upgrading of 
entrances and the installation of public facilities; 

(iv) public involvement and education through interpretation, a 
public display and the formation of a friends group aimed 
at utilising the energy and talents of the local people in 
the management of the park. 

Work on the project to date has included the revegetation of one of the entrances 
and the installation of, seating, paths and stairs. This was followed by an official 
opening of the park in November 1990 at the newly restored Dr. Winifred Curtis 
Entrance to the park named for Tasmania's most noted botanist. Other works since 
the preparation of the report include planned burning aimed at removal of the dense 
mats of grass formed in unburned areas; burning being an integral part of the grassy 
ecosystem opening the inter-tussock spaces between the grasses and allowing the 
many herbs which inhabit these spaces to prosper. 

Further, a friends group has been formed which has become extremely active in 
promoting and maintaining the values of the Park. A programme of monthly events, 
entitled the City of Clarence Urban Bushland Programme, initially focussed on 
Waverly Flora Park and included weed removal days, track building exercises, night 
spotlighting of wildlife, a bush tucker barbeque, arts events celebrating the bush and 
seed collection and propagation lessons. The success of this programme has now 
been extended to a range of other natural areas where additional friends groups have 
been formed. 

Finally, the success of the Waverley Flora Park Landscape Management Plan has 
encouraged Council to extend its interest in urban bushland management to a range 
of other remnant bush areas. Most importantly, Council has commissioned a natural 
assets inventory of the whole Municipality to determine priorities for future 
management planning and action. 

The Waverley Flora Park Landscape Management Plan has illustrated that human 
activity and conservation values are not irreconcilable and sets out active measures 
for retaining a portion of our heritage into the future. It also shows the importance 
of enthusing the community to become involved in maintaining this heritage and for 
Councils to see urban bushland as a significant part of the lifestyle and image of the 
community. 

r 

A copy of the report is available 
from the City of Clarence for $20.00. 
Write to: City of Clarence, Attn. 
Colin Men, P.O. Box 96, Rosny 
Park, Tasmania, 7018 or telephone 
(002) 440 600. 



R.M.B. 1305 
Moriac, 3240 

Ph: 052 672 291 

Dear Knud, 

Thanks for an interesting newsletter No. 10. 

I respond on several matters - firstly, regarding the query from Pat Tratt on growing 
Stipa elegantksima. This is a beautiful tufting grass with which I have had moderate 
success with over the years. It can however have its drawbacks. 

Because of its long, slender stems, from which grow profuse large spikelets, it is easily 
knocked about by winds and can soon become flattened. This is disappointing, as this 
plant only clearly displays its beauty when it is in an upright/nearly upright position. 
To overcome the unhd damage I tried gowing a multiple planting (10-12 plats), thcs 
each plant providing a buffer for the next. This worked okay for a while, until 
suficient gusts of winds eventually broke stems, time after time. It is here again I 
must stress the slenderness of the stem in relation to the size of the spikelet it bears. 

I had my greatest success growing S. e l e g h s i m a  in a protectedlfernery. Here it 
grew in a prepared area of nearly 100% coarse river sand, gently swaying against the 
trunks of tree ferns. What a sight! 

The Stipa spp. appear not to mind being in a dampish area provided very good 
drainage is available. They can quite often be seen in roadside table drains or on 
banks of sandy creeks. S. elegantissima occurs naturally in varied areas, from 
heathland through to mallee and semi arid. 

I have had good success in propagating by division. Re-establishment is slow but is 
hastened slightly by re-growing in pots rather than direct into the ground. Little, if 
any, fertilization is required. 

Knud, interesting article on re-vegetation of Windmill Grass. In addition I would also 
like to say that this species is good to grow as an accent plant. Given good drainage 
in a sunny position it will delight the grower for nearly six months of the year. 
Because of the spikelet's unusual shape (like a windmill) and the easy germination of 
seeds, it is a great plant to get the kids involved with. It also has the qualities of 
being easily lifted and transplanted. 

I would also like to describe two species I am currently growing: 



- Continued - 
Pocs sp. Brunv bland 

A small compact plant of some 40 cm in diameter and 15 cm in height. Inflorescence 
growing to 25 cm in height and number up to 10 per plant. Foliage is h e  and bright 
green in colour and tends to trail towards end of flowering seasons. Foliage has 
copper tinge when plant is mature. 

Enjoys well drained soils especially gravel types in shaded or semi-shade position. 
(Does not appear to tolerate full sun for long periods of time). Ideal for mass 
plantings. A great small plant which in its natural habitat grows on clifh and rocky 
outcrops on Bruny Island (southern Tasmania). Easily propagated by division. 
Would suit rockery and coastal plantings, also hanghg planters. 

A perennial grass growing to 40 cm in diameter and up to 50 cm in height. A plant 
of beautiful blue-grey colour during its growing period with contrasting cream 
flowering stems. Dormancy is during the colder months. Its natural habitat is the 
rocky outcrops and plains of the Great Dividing Range in Queensland and New South 
Wales and the Flinders Ranges of South Australia. 

Grown in a garden situation it makes a wonderful accent plant also providing a strong 
food source for small birds. Seed heads number 6 to 8 per plant. I have found this 
plant difficult to grow and keep maintained. Unsure but feel a soil mix of rich loam 
and gravel (50150) may be best. Propagation by division only has been tried and 
again re-establishment is slow. 

Regards, 
Wayne Long 

18th August, 1993 
P.O. Box 111, 

Streaky Bay, 5680 

Dear Knud, 

I recently had the pleasure of meeting Bob Myers, a member of the Grasses Study 
group at a State Landcare conference. He presented a session on the Upper Torrens 
Catchment Management Plan. His presentation included ecosystem management, 
rushes, sedges and grasses and the techniques he developed for riverlcreek bed 
stabilization and revegetation. 

I would recommend to members his manual on the above plan: P.O. Box 250, 
Birdwood, S.A, 5234. 

Yours sincerely, 
Paul Carey 



- Continued - 

Lot 17 Nungurner Road 
Metung, 3904 

29th August, 1993 

Dear Knud, 

Enclosed is a small contribution to "Project Two". I hope soon to have some D. 
longifolia seed to send for our seedbank and some also for the SGAP seedbank. 
Several of the seed heads produced by my plants last autumn were insect infested so I 
hope to have a better 'C~GF' from this season's inflorescences, it really is a verj 
handsome grass. 

Dadmnih h&lia - h n ~ l e a f  Wallaby Grass 

This very attractive Danthonia grows locally, and I have raised some from seed for my 
own garden use. It has a most pleasing tufting habit, the long (to 35 cm) slender 
leaves are inrolled and curling, they often have reddish toniugs. It is perennial, seems 
to prefer poor soil and grows in dryish or moist (not wet) situations. In poor, dry 
situations it becomes almost wiry and sparse. The inflorescence is quite dense and 
hairy when open. It grows readily from seed or division. 

Danthonia longifolia tussocks can be used in naturalised areas, in a sunny position, 
interplanted with smaller grasses, herbs and forbs; or as an accent by rocks or logs. 

Regards, 

Pat Tratt 



- Continued - 

34 Banks Avenue, 
North Turramurra, 2074 

29th June, 1993 

Dear mud, 

Re: h j w t  7 h 0  Reliability of Native Grasses in Gardens 

1) At the Children's Hospital in Camperdown - Sydney, there is a lawn, dense 
and soft, consisting entirely of Cypencs mirus. 

2) In my garden (Nth. Turramurra - Sydney) I have an evergreen lawn of 
Microlaena stipoides. It looks nicer if not cut. But if you like the activity of 
lawn cutting you will be rewarded with good hay. 

The lawn is dotted with native blucbclls (WElhlenbergia gracilis) md is very 
dense, lovely to lie on. 

Like the format of the Newsletter Knud! Would you consider printing it on recycled 
paper? It is nice to see such a surge of new members and interest in grasses. 

Cordially, 

Gerda Cohen 

P.S. Please find enclosed this wonderful leaflet of RAOU (Royal Australian 
Ornithologists Union). Should we as a group concerned with grasses help 
them to protect grassland areas for birds? 

[Ed: I will aim to have the next Newsletter printed on recycled paper. The Newsletter is actually 
photocopied rather than printed; some types of photocopy paper are better suited to double-sided 
photocopying than others. 

The RAOU leaflet Gerda writes about refers to the RAOU's plan to undertake a nationwide 
conservation program to protect and improve grasslands so that among other things the future of 
threatened species such as the Plains-wanderer is more secure. The RAOU is asking interested people 
to donate money to RAOU, 21 Gladstone Street, Moonee Ponds, Vic, 3039, ph (03) 370 1422.1 



- Continued - 
13th October, 1993 9 Sheringa Crescent 

Salisbury Park, S.A., 5091 
Dear Knud, 

My interest in grasses lies in the Horticultural/Ecological area. I currently lecture 
Environment and Conservation, Pest Plants, Soils and Plant Nutrition at a TAFE 
college and stress the importance of native grasses in natural ecosystems in all of 
these subjects. 

I have found the majority of my students and co-workers have an interest in the 
native grasses in their regions, but as with most of the members of this group, have 
trouble identifying species, and in determining whether grasses on sale in nurseries 
are true to label. A student recently gave me a list of 'native' grasses from a local 
nursery: from the list of 14 species I eliminated all but 5, as the rest were exotics. 

I must stress that I monitor certain species very closely when using them in 
!mdscaphg, a most g a s e s  seed pr~Eficdly and if not kdigengus to zm area r a ~  
become weeds. When revegetating I always use local species and have some very 
successful revegetation projects up and running at present. 

I love the simple beauty of grasses and have used them extensively in landscaping 
projects. I also use and appreciate sedges. Listed below are the species I have 
incorporated in my current native garden. 

The majority of the grasses used in my garden I have propagated from seed collected 
from our trips and I will be experimenting this coming season with some more species 
from the far west coast and further north of S.A. 

Yours 

Larry Bebbington 

Species 1 have mowiny in my mden to date: (my all native garden consists mainly of small understorey 
plants and herbs with a water feature and bog area planted out with sedges, etc): Lommdra longifolia, 
Loman&a densijolia, Lomandra ejksa, Lomandra dura, Lomandra multiflora, *Loman&a x 2??, 
Xanthorrhoea semiplana, Gahnia sieberiana, Gahnia bi'fidcl, Gahnia ancistrophyIIa, *Gahnia sp.??, 
Lepidospema carphoides, Lepiduspema gladiatum, Lepidospema semiteres, *Lepidospenna x 377, 
Cyrnbopogon ambiguus, Stipa elegantissima, Stipa eremophilrr, Pennisetum jubifomm, Pennisetum 
alopecuroides, Poa labiIIordiai, Poa poifomis, Themeda tn'andra, Dicanthium sericeum, Paspalidium 
jubifromm, Triodia immtans, Chloris truncata, *5 other unkeyed grasses, Cyperus vaginatus, Eliocharis acuta, 
Cara morowit Cypenrs swltatus, Juncus sarophoms, Restio telmphylus, Bolboeschoenus caldweIIii. 

Waiting to flower before keying out. 
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Welcome to the following people who have joined the study group in the last few 
months. Members are encouraged to contact others in order to share and develop 
their interests. 

David Bainbridge, 4/35 Parkers Road, Parkdale, VIC Ph: (03) 580 5992 (H) 

For the last 8 years, I have been working for the City of Mordialloc as 
curator/groundsman of a bushland reserve called Bradshaw Park growing the local 
provenences of indigenous grasses, shrubs and trees in the area. Seed has been 
collected from Railway Reserves, golf courses and other parts of the municipality. It 
has been a learning process regarding the techniques of seed propagation, different 
species responding to different treatments. I have endeavoured to reproduce 
grassland areas in Bradshaw Park with the help of a small corps of volunteers forming 
a Friends group consisting of locally living residents. Bradshaw Park is a very small 
remnant of Grassy Woodland type originally predominantly consisting of Coast 
Manna Gum with a grassy understorey of sedges (Lepidospenna, Cam spp.), Mat- 
rushes (Lomandra spp.) and grasses consisting of Weeping (Microlaena), Wallaby 
(Danthonia spp.), Spear grasses (Stipa spp.) and Kangaroo grass (Themeda triandra). 
Through a grant from Melbourne Water, the Friends group and myself are 
redeveloping a weedy corner of the park through planting a Grassy Woodland area 
and are currently propagating many grasses for this area. Species grown so far of the 
20 odd species naturally occuring in the Mordialloc area are: Blown Grass (Agrostis 
avenacea var. avenacea), Common Wallaby Grass (Danthonia caespitosa), Kneed 
Wallaby Grass (Danthonia geniculata), Wallaby Grass (Danthonia laevis), Wallaby 
Grass (Danthonia linkii var. linkii), Velvet Wallaby Grass (Danthonia pilosa var. 
pilosa), Clustered Wallaby Grass (Danthonia racemosa), Tasmanian Wallaby Grass 
(Danthonia semiannulark), Bristly Wallaby Grass (Danthonia setacea var. setacea), 
Wallaby Grass (Danthonia sp. aff. setacea), Reed Bent-grass (Deyeuxia quadriseta), 
Long-hair Plume-grass (Dichelachne crinita), Common Wheat-grass (Elymus scabrus), 
Coast Tussock-grass (Poa poiformis var. poiformis), Tussock-grass (Poa sieberiana var. 
sieberiana), Soft Spear-grass (Stipa mollis), Spear-grass (Stipa pubinodis), Coast Spear- 
grass (Stipa stipoides), Kangaroo Grass (Themeda triandra), Weeping Grass 
(Microlaena stipoides) . 
Larry Bebbington, 9 S h e ~ g a  Crescent, Salisbury Park, SA 5109, Ph: (08) 258 1221 

Member: Gawler, S.G.A.P.; Revegetation Projects: Streaky Bay (West Coast, S.A.), 
Kangaroo Island, Salisbury City Council area; Worked with National Parks and 
Wildlife - sand dune reclernation; Use native grasses and sedges with landscapers in 
Adelaide area. 



Philip Daniell, 24 Ruskin Avenue, Croydon, M C  3136, Ph: (03) 725 6363 

I have always had an interest in grasses since I started "Jackarooing" in the Western 
district in the late 19403, but my interest wasn't for native grasses, only exotic pasture 
plants. My awakening came when I attended several courses on native grasses run by 
G. Lorimer. I belong to several groups regenerating bush. At home I have quite a 
few natives in the garden, some that I have sprouted myself - various Stipa Danthonia 
and Poa etc. Next year I retire and will thus have more time to spend collecting seed 
and growing the 'locals' for the regeneration tasks. I have joined S.G.A.P. and have 
been a member of the Field Nats for a few years now. I am teaching myself to draw 
grasses from the dissecting microscope. 

Bany Davis, 13 Manse Road. Strathalbyn, SA 5255. 

Jeny deGryse, 208 Collins Street, Hobart, TAS 7000, Ph: (002) 310 955 (W) 

Margaret Garrett, RM.B. 3019, Via Violet Town, VIC 3669, Ph: (057) 90 8586 

Firstly I find many grasses attractive as a plant in the garden. Since moving to this 
frost prone area to my regret I have found, some of the more readily available grasses 
in cultivation, to be frost tender. Secondly, our property is run down, semi-cleared, 
semi-desert but with a wide and in places heavy cover of kangaroo grass and I 
question how many of the other grasses are original - non pasture. Thirdly, when I 
walk around the Strathbogies and in the Alps I see many beautiful grasses that I'd 
like to know more about and try to introduce to this property if appropriate. 

Mrs. Ann Gillett, Box 34, Caltowie, SA 5490, Ph: (086) 655 009 

I am currently doing a survey of flora in our local cemetery which has an unusually 
large variety of indigenous flora including many grasses. I am keen on learning how 
to identify these and possibly finding some literature on them. I live in the mid-north 
area of S.A., approx. 60 kms east of Pt. Pirie. 

Peter and Dianne Innes, 34 Glenidol Road, Oakville, NSW 2765, Ph: (02) 627 3549 

I became interested in grasses through doing the grasses botany course at the 
University of New England. I think our remnant grasslands need a lot more study, 
appreciation and understanding if what remains is to survive. Encouraging people to 
grow native grasses will help. We need a good seed supply. I intend to try harvesting 
kangaroo grass with a small header this summer. I would appreciate any information 
on harvestable stands of native grass within 200 kms of Sydney. 



Jyri Kaapro, P.O. Box 190, Concord West, NSW, 2138, Ph: (02) 736 1233 (W) 

I work as the Research Officer at the Australian Turfgrass Research Institute. I see 
that the use of native grasses as lawn and turf species has not been properly 
evaluated. My other interest in native grasses comes from my family's property on 
the southern tablelands of NSW. Native grasses (especially Microlaena and 
Danthonia in the area where I am interested) have an important role to play in 
perennial pasture systems. 

Graeme Kernutt, P.O. Box 178, Hurstbridge, VIC 3099, Ph: (03) 714 8585 

My interest in native grasses has been recent although I have had a long interest in 
growing Australian natives. Attending an introductory field day on identification of 
native grasses and attempting to grow several species for a revegetation project on 
our property has revealed to me my lack of knowledge of this fascinating area. Until 
recently the land has been part of a larger cattle-grazing property infested with many 
introduced weeds (worst offenders are blackberry, Paterson's curse and Hawthorn). 
Pasture species mostly consist of Microlaena with areas of Themeda and various 
species of Danthonia in bush remnants which have been fenced to exclude stock. 
Germination attempts have been successful with Danthonia caespitosa, D. racemosa, 
Dichclachne crinita and Poa siebeiriana. Only limited success with Themeda tiandra 
(despite using seed stored for 12 months) and as yet no success with Stipa spp. 

Barbara Martin, P.O. Box 337, Sellicks Beach, SA 5174 

Don McClintock, Lot 1 Nursery Street, Narara, NSW, 2250 

I have about 1 acre of native bushland on my 2.112 acre block. The remainder is ex- 
pasture, with couch and kikuyu dominant. The previous owners had horses, and 
brought in feed, so the weed count is high. I would like to replace, where possible 
(the task is daunting) the horrible introduced species with the more natural native 
grasses. I really bring the little knowledge of native grasses to the study group, just 
an interest and some enthusiasm. 

Klaus Querengasser, P.O. Box 73, St. Lucia, QLD 4067, Ph: (07) 344 1018 

Although I have a general interest in Australian grasses, I am particularly interested 
in the cultivation of rare and threatened species, and in their preservation in the wild. 

Isabel Smith, 84 Eltham Avenue, Port Lincoln, SA 5606 

As a member of the Southern Eyre Group of SGAP, I am keen to identify native 
plants of Eyre Peninsula in particular. On our monthly excursions so often our 
grasses are ignored, partly I think because identification of them is difficult. 



The following is a list of current individual members (not 
including those above): 

Maureen Bennett, P.O. Box 11, Kangarilla, SA 5157. 

Paul Carey, "Wallgrove", P.O. Box 111, Streaky Bay, SA 5680, Ph: (086) 261 338. 

Craig Campbell, 13 Tobruk Avenue, Engadine, NSW 2233, Ph: (02) 520 2713. 

Gerda Cohen, 34 Banks Avenue, Nth Turramurra, NSW 2074, Ph: (02) 550 6319 (W) 

Dale Nurseries, 54 Ramsay Road, Pennant Hills, NSW 2120, Ph: (02) 980 7526 (W), 
(02) 484 3667 (H). 

Joan Gibbs, University of South Australia, Salisbury East, SA 5109, Ph: (08) 302 
5164, Fax: (08) 250 3769. 

Knud Hansen, 30 Cairo Road, Box Hill North, VIC 3129, Ph: (03) 898 7736 (H). 

Dr. Greg Kirby, 2 Broadway, Colonel Light Gardens, SA 5041. 

Debra Little, 17 Heath Street, Bexley North, NSW 2203, Ph: (02) 554 3176 (H), (02) 
914 5103 (W). 

Don Loch, Dept. of Primary Industries, P.O. Box 395, Gympie, QLD 4570. 

Wayne Long, RMB 1305, Moriac, VIC 3240, Ph: (052) 672 291. 

Robert Myers, P.O. Box 250, Birdwood, SA, 5234. 

John Neff, 27 Woodberry Road, Winston Hills, NSW 2153, Ph: (02) 639 8833. 

Danie Olbrich, 90 Benelong Road, Cremorne, NSW 2090. 

Pat Tratt, Lot 17 Nungurner Road, Metung, VIC 3904, Ph: (051) 562 683. 

Associate Professor R.D.B. Whalley, Botany Dept., University of New England, 
Armidale, NSW 2351, Ph: (067) 732 477, Fax: (067) 733 283. 

Other subscribers are The Australian Botanic Gardens 
Library and numerous SGAP groups, some of which 
provide the Study Group with additional funds. 



Currently available are: 

Chloris tmncata 

Danthonia caespitosa 

Danthonia geniculata 

Danthonia geniculata 

Danthonia setacea 
(large form, dense purple heads) 

Danthonia setuceu 
(fine form) 

Echinopogon ovatus 

Fetuca asperula 

Microlaena stipoides 

Poa momkii 

Poa spp. 
(mixed seed of the alpine species 
P. fwcettiae, P. phillipsiam, 
P. hiemata and P. costiniana) 

Stipa elegantissima 

Stipa nodosa 

Stipa scabra ssp. falcata 

Provenance 

Birdwood, S.A. 

Birdwood, S.A. 

Frankston, Vic. 

Not known 

Mt. Eliza, Vic. 

Frankston, Vic. 

Frankston, Vic. 

Metung, Vic. 

Wornbargo, Vic. 

Birdwood, S.A. 

Langwarrin, Vic. 

Mt. Buffalo, Vic. 

Frankston, Vic. 

Not known 

Not known 



- Continued - 
Thanks to seed donors: 

Liz MacPhee, Robert Myers 

To obtain seed: 

Please list species requested in order of preference and send with stamped. sdf- 
addressed emdowe to: 

Knud Hansen, 30 Cairo Road, Box Hill North, Vic., 3129 

To donate seed: 

All donations are appreciated. Post seed to: 
Knud Hansen (at above address) 

GS,GAP. AUSTRALIAN GRASSES STUDY GROUP 
STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE 1993 

OPENING BALANCE 285.25 

INCOME 
Subscriptions 365.00 
Donations 57.00 
Payments for photocopies 12.00 
Interest A 7 68 

441.68 

EXPENDITURE 
Photocopying 
Postage 
Envelopes 
Refill pockets 
Other Stationery 
Bank fees 

BALANCE AT 30TH JUNE 1993 223.89 


