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The feature on the current technology for 
harvesting, cleaning and direct-seeding native 
grass seeds/florets will appear in the next issue, 
for several good reasons - one, I haven't written 
it yet, two, this issue is late, and three, there's 
more than enough in it already. I've received a 
couple of name suggestions for the newsletter 
i.e. Caryopsis and Grassed Resort, and aquery as 
to whether the newsletter needs a name at all! 
Could1 have a show of hands on this pleaze? Bev. 
Courtney has suggested a kangaroo grass logo 
f~ the  to^ dght h a ~ d  ccTer - 32 a n n t o n j n t ~  -rr- -r- --- 
choice I think, in retrospect. 

The features in this issue must be the news 
release from the CSIRO Div. of Plant Production 
and Hodder & Tolley, and Bev. Courtney's 
advice for propagating Dichanthium sericeum 
(Silky blue-grass). A reading list has also been 
included for the first time and suggestions for 
additions and/or deletions are most welcome. 

In the garden, weeding and planting have been 
the most pressing chores of late. Stipa 
eremophila grows quite thickly when closely 
planted but S. mollis is more open - allowing 
more weeds perhaps. My favourite is Danthonia 
geniculata which is the most lawn-like of them 
all - it's low habit, fine lush foliage and delicate 
inflorescences are most attractive. I've also 
noticed with some pleasure that the Linum 
marginale (native flax) planted last year along 
the edge of the Stipa nodosa stand, and within the 
kangaroo grass, has begun to spread throughout 
these stands. 

Dermott Kelly 
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In the first commercial exploitation of a native 
Australian grass, Melb~urne~based firm Hodder 
and Tolley Pty Ltd today (early May) signed an 
agreement with the CSIRO Division of Plant 
Industry to produce and sell Wallaby grass seed 
(Danthonia richardsonii) both in Australia and 
overseas. 

Unlike European grasses and lawns Wallaby 
grass is virtually maintenance-free, needing no : 
mowing, watering or fertilising. 

It has been selected and developed during an 
extensive four-year research program by the 
Division of Plant Industry as suitable for 
commercialisation as a lanscaping grass in 
dryland areas of Australia. 

Senior research scientist involved in the project, 
Dr. Richard Groves, antjcipates that Local 
Councils and Departments of Main Road will be 
among the first large-scale users of the grass. 

He said that its low-maintenance requirements 
would make it an attractive and cost-effective 
alternative to European grasses in open spaces, 
parks and along roadways in Eastern Australian 
towns and cities including Melbourne, Adelaide 
and Canberra. 

the end of three years. However, Mr Ian Chivers, 
Hodder and Tolley's technical sales co- 
ordinator, said that seed for small scale plantings 
would be available from the company's offices 
in Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide by early 
1991. 

And once there were sufficient stocks to supply 
the Australian market Hodder and Tolley would 
begin exportihg the seed. 

Mr Chivers said that the agreement signed today 
would see the full commercialisation by an 
Australian company of a CSIRO research 
project. The benefits would not only be to the 
company but also to the CSIRO which will 
receive royalty payments for each kilogram of 
seed sold by Hodder and Tolley. 

# 

The CSIRO 'Division of Plant Industry is. now 
pursuing further research into the commercial 
potential of Australian native grasses and 
expects to have developed within the next few 
years other species suitable for landscaping 
purposes. 

For further information contact: . 

CSIRO Division of Plant Industry: 

Dr Groves said that the new grass would also Dr Richard Groves - (062) 46 5028 
appeal to private home-owners. He believed it or Mr Mark Lodder - (062) 46 5188 
would suit the colours and appearance of gardens 

- planted with native shrubs and treesfar better Hodder and Tolley Pty Ltd: - 

than European grasses. Mr Ian Chivers - (03) 720 5477 

Hodder and Tolley are being suppliedby the 
Division of Plant Industry with 2kg of seed from 
the Wallaby Grass variety (of D. richardsonii) 
selected by :he Eivision as exhibiting 211 the 
most desirable landscaping characteristics while 
producing relatively high quantities of seed. 

Hodder and Tolley expect to have multiplied the 
. seed into large-scale~commercial quantities by 

The CSIRO researchprogram was funded by the 
National Capital Planning Commission and the 
Dept. of Main Roads (NSW).' D. r i c w  

. . 

cccurs c?z the Tablelands anOs!~pes ofNSWarrd 
nortlzern Victoria. 

This particular variety of D. richardsonii has 
glumes that contain the seed more efectively 
than other varieties, thereby preventing the seed 



from dispersing too readily. The variety also has 
' almost no dormancy, seeds readily and yields 
one and a half tonneslhectare of uncleaned 
seed.' 

The variety has been developed for work in 
quasi-turfconditions, to give an even amount of 
foliage throughout the year and Ian Chivers 
regards the variety as ideal for the dry, inland 
parts of Australi~.~ 

1. Dr Richard Groves (pers. comm.) 
2. Ian Chivers (pers. comrn.) 

N.B. The Winter edition (1989) of Turf Craft 
Aust. is supposed to carry a report on this 
agreement. See also the following: 

Groves, R.H. and Lodder, M.S. 
Native Grasses - do they have potential as 
turfgrasses? Tulf Craft Aust. MarchIApril 1989 

Hodder and Tolley are world leaders in seed Ladder, M.S. and Groves, R.H. 
coating technology and, with NSCP funding, are ''The Potential for Native Grasses" 
looking at coating native grass seed to ballistic South Australian Turf Management Seminar; 
size so they can beprojected with shrub and tree ~ u g u s t  30, 1989. Jointly organised by Coopers 
seeds by a seed blaster from an aircraft or 4- Turf Care and Hodder and Tolley 
wheel drive veh i~ le .~  - Editor 

Butterfly-attracting grasses (Tempt a butterj'ly 
to flutter by )  From a letter by Marcus Pickett 

In reply to your asking "how things are going 
with the native grasses?" I don't devote a great 
deal of time to studying them other than in 
identifying those unfamiliar species which I 

.come across and in trying to conserve and 
encourage those that are present on the half acre 
block upon which my house is situated. At this 
stage I have not tried propagating any species. 

My main interest is butterfly ecology and this has 
led me to look at their larval food plants 
including grasses. In Australia at least 51 of a 
total of 382 butterfly species have 
GRAMINEAE as their mos t favoured food plant 
[Ref: "The Food Plants of Australian Butterfly 
Larvae", D.E. Symon, J .  Adelaide Bot. Gard., 
2(3) (1980) and "Butterflies of Australia", 
Common & Waterhouse, (1981)l. In South 
Australia at least 7 of 64 butterfly species have 
GRAMINEAE as their larval food plants with at 

least 4 species feeding on native species of 
GRAMINEAE [Ref: "Butterflies of South 
Australia", R.H. Fisher (1978)l. 

In the newsletter there has been much mention of 
Microleana stipoides and Themeda triandra. In 
South Australia T. triandra is the larval food 
plant of Klug's Zenica w n e u r q  klugii, the 
Common Brown X 3 e t e w p h a  meroFe (and 
RingedZenicaGeitoneura acantha,whose larvae 
also feed on Tussock Poa). The larvae feed 
during the winter and adults may be commonly 
encountered in most bushland during the 
summer. M. stipoides is the larval food plant of 
Taractocerapapyia (WhiteGrassdart). Onplants 
of M. stipoides about my block I have found 
numerous larvae and pupae in a tubular shelter 
which the larvae construct by joining several 
leaves together. No doubt there are many insect 
species closely associated with and dependent 
on native grass species. 



. masses of white anthers cover the green Aristida nitidula (flat awned threeawn) o'n the 
inflorescences. E. avenaceus is also attractive in ' other hand, is not palatable to stock. It's a tufted 
flower, though not as delicate or as slender as E. perennial 30-60 cm tall that flowers at all times 
cylindricus. It's an annual or short-lived of the year. Attractive in flower. 
perennial, 25-40 cm high. All the Enneapogonr 
are valued' grazing species and flower N.B. The above specimens were identified by 
throughout the year. I thought they would also J& Jessop of the State Herbarium, Adelaide. 
make attractiverockery plants or as a component 
of mixed stands. 

Display Gardens . 

Tasmania: flower when observed on the 31st August 
The' Grasslands Gully/Domain Native Flora (1989): 
Garden, on Upper Domain Road, Hobart 

Eragrostis infecunda 
Victoria: Stipa elegantissinra 
Bushland Flora nursery "indigenous display Themeda triandra 
garden", Ferntree Gully. Triodia irritans 

The Botany System Garden at Monash 
University, includes native grasses. A System 
Garden is a collection of growing plants chosen 
and arranged for a particular educational 
purpose - [he teaching of plant taxonomy. C q e  
has been taken that there is easy access to any 
plant. 

Royal Botanic Gardens, South Yarra, is in the 
process of establishing display beds o f -  
"interesting" native grasses. Contact Josie 
Dujmovic, cl- Dr. R. Spencer (Horticultural 
Botanist), Royal Botanic Gardens, Birdwood 
Avenue, South Yarra. 3 141. 

South Australia: 
Black Hill Flora Centre, Athelstone - grass 
display beds. 

The Stipa and Triodia were looking particularly 
lush, and 17 new grasses beds have been 
established - as yet unlabelled. 

New \South Wales: 
Native grasses lawn - University of New 
England, Armidale. (Australian Plants June, 
1983). 

The following were fIowering/corning into 



Publications 
'Ornamental Grass Gardening' ; Reinhardt,. 
Reinhardt and Moskowitz; Macdondd Orbis, 
$35. (Reviewed by Gwenda Macdonald in The 
Age on Tuesday, 25/7/89, page 26). 

"The authors of this book are American 
landscapers who specialise in designs 
incorporating ornamental grasses. Their clearly 
written text covers every aspect of gardening 
with grasses (in which they include grass-like 
plants) from basic botany and the way grasses 
were used in history, to practical and decorative 
aspects of modem landscaping. They catalogue 
about 60 grasses from many countries, giving 
information about requirements and uses, 
warnings of any that could be invasive, and 
listing speci a1 uses like ground-cover plantings 
or edges of ponds md bogs. 

As anenthusiast for these plants I found this book 
a delight. Grasses can be difficult to photograph 
well, but the photographs - all in color - clearly 
demonstrate the variety of size and shape of 
grasses, their versatility, adaptability and 
delicate beauty. 

I noticed one minor fault - Pennisetum 
alopecuroides is listed as an Australian grass. 
While we amateurs hope it is, as far as I know 
botanists have not decided whether it is a 
cosmopolitan species or one introduced to 
Australia." 

Water Conserving Grasses for Front Range 
Landrcaping 
(A brochure available from the USDA Soil 
Conservation Service and/or Xeriscape 
Colorado). 

Information about native American and 

introduced water-conserving grasses suitable for 
non-traditional lawns and landscaping in 
Colorado, USA. Species, variety, charactelistics 
(native, introduced, cool season, warm season, 
sod former or bunch grass), soil preference and 
additional remarks are presentedin tablular form 
- one for the lawn grasses (includes broadcast 
seeding rates for pure stands in pounds per 1000 
sq. ft. and per acre) and one for the landscape 
grasses (includes mature height). Seeding rates 
for the later are not given because "the amounts 
are so small". 

The brochure includes text about soil 
preparation, species selection,' planting 
techniques and management. 

The ~ r k e s ,  particularly those of Victoria, 
Australia. 
S .L. Duigan (Botany School, Uni. of Melbourne. 
1987) $7.00 

" .. has the appearance of a student manual .. It's 
pretty technical but that is necessary to identify 
grasses." Barbara Buchanan (See 
Correspondence). 

Grass Genera of the World. 
L. Watson and M.J. Dallivity. 
(Research School of Biological Sciences, ANU) 

" For anyone with access to a microfiche reader 
& a micro-computer, & having an interest in 
grass taxonomy, this is a very useful publication. 
(It contains) descriptions of all grass genera, 
including notes on habit, reproductive biology, 
anatomy & morphology, cytology, related 
genera & tribal/section grodpings, ecology, 
geographic distribution & diseases." 
Jim Carpenter (See Correspondence). 



Plant Variation and Evolution 
D. Briggs and S. Walters. 2nd Edition 
(Cambridge [Cambridgeshire] New York: 
Cambridge Uni., 1984) 

" .. very helpful and also easy to read." 
- Barbara Buchanan (See Correspondence). 

Feature Plant 
alluvial soils in channels and along the terraces 
of creeks draining hilly ~ount ry .~  The plant is 
found in all regions of the Northern Territory, 
occurring mainly on shallow and skeletal soils in 
hilly areas, and less commonly in seasonally dry 
s t ream~.~ 

The grass has very good potential for use in 
ornamental landscaping work as it is strikingly 
coloured and the texture of the foliage would 
provide a good contrast against low ~hrubbery.'.~ 
Also useful as a rockery plant1 and an excellent 
grass for pots and tubs. The species also has 

L~taaceutical properties and is regarded as an ~ h -  -. - 
important and potent medicine by Northern 
Territory aborigines - decongestant, antiseptic 
and r~bifacient.~ It is one of the few plants which 
are dried for storage rather than always clsed 
fresh. Not usually grazed by s t o ~ k . ~ . ~  

Peak harvesting period is January3 though 
C~mbo~ogon ambiguus, grass, is flowering does occur throughout the year. The ad ens el^ tufted ''-''-growing ~'rennial* The inflorescence consists of twin racemes (a raceme 
leaves are slender, folded and greyish blue1 i s  an undivided axis or peduncle bearing 

bluish green' and 20-45 cm long'lrne flowering pedicellate flowers, for example, see fig. 1) and 
stems (culms) rise to about a 11eke vary spikelets are two-flowered, and paired - one 
through and straw-co1oured' The spikelet stalkless and fertile, the other stalked 
inflorescence is blue green and silky-hairy. andsterile (see fig.2). The seeds ripen and shatter 

- 

progressively down the inflorescence and the 
The plant occurs in all States except Victoria, seed/caryopsis is oblong, to 2.2 mm long.4 
and, near Adelaide is often found in association 
with siky blue-grass, Dichnthium serlceum, er, Dormancy or after-ripening period: Unknown. 
exposed NW-facing sites.' Widespread on Martin O,Malley estimates 6-9 months.3 
shallow, rocky soils.' In NSW, it's most frequent l 

in the western part of the region, in the Broken Germination: month old seed gave 36% 
Hill district and northward along the Barrier gemination.l 
Range and associated ranges, mainly on sandy 



vittata) Seed Bank Report 
The following grasses are in'stock: , . . 

. I -.. 
Agropyron scabrurn 
Chloris truncata 
~ ~ m b o ~ o g o n  ambiguus 
'C. o b t e h  
C. sp. 

Spikelet of C. ambiguus 

Sow in late winter/early spring and if sowing a' 
large area ensure the site is free of summer- 
growing weeds. Needs a sunny position in well 
drained soil.' Drought resistant but develops a 
better appeaRance if watered regularly.l'Can also 
propagate by division.' 

Danthonia caespitosa 
D. dutroniana. 
D. geniculata 
D. linkii . 

D. linkii var. fulva 
D. pilosa 
D. racemosa 
D. seticea 
D. tenuiorn 

1. Elliot, W. Rodger and Jones, D. L. 1984. 
Encyclopaedia of Aust. , Plants suitable for 
cultivation 3: 152-153 (Lothian Publishing Co. 
Pty. Ltd. Melb., syhney. Auckland) . Dichanthiuy sericewn 

Dichelachne longiseta - a  

Enneapogon avenaceus 
E-. nigri-cans 
Microlaena stipoides 
Poa labillardieri , 

2. Cunningham, G. M. et al. 1981. . - 
Plants of Western New South wales , I ' . (Soil Conservation Service of NSW d NSW 
Govt. Printing Office) 

. , 

Stipa drummondii 
S. elegantissima 
S. eremophila 
S. mollis 
S. nitida 
S. nodosa 
S. setacea 

3. O'Malley, Martin 1988 
Revegetating with native grasses 

.I-. I 
:r ; (S.A. CAE, Salisbury Campus) 

4. Aboriginal communities of the N.T. of AUSL 
Traditional Bush Medicines: An Aboriginal 
Pharmacopoeia 
(Greenhouse Publications. Melbourne. 1988) 

Themeda triandra 
Triodia irritans 5. Jessop, J. P. andToelken, H. R. (eds.) 1986 

Hora of South Australia 4: 1987 
(S.A. Gout. Printing Division, Adelaide) Any of the summer-growing grasses, for 

example, Chloris, Cymbopogon, Dichanthium, 



Stipa and Themeda can be planted now as can different seasonslyears and/or from different 
Microlaena and some of the Danthonias. Seed is sites. Add apinch or two of Derris dust to kill any 
available to members b sending a SAE (50c insects and please remember to label your seed, J postage, 55c interstate). Remember that as with including the date andplace of collection, aspect, 
other banks, you will get the most interest out of type of vegetation and any other useful 
our seed bank if you make deposits! information. 

To seed donors: please keep seed lots separate Thanks to this quarters donbr, Helen Bizzai. 
i.e. seed of the same species but collected in 

Correspondence 

A place for native grasses on - - grasses are amajor weed problem so that at times 
. J the farm I despaired of ever achieving my dream of a 

June 24th, 1989 

I once had a list of points to include in a letter to 
you, after Newsletter No.4. One was a comment 
on your reading re the problem of 'what is a 
species?' Judy Barker from the Daisy Group has 
been growing forms of Helichrysum apiculatum 
from all over the countryside ind really wonders.. 
I was reading 'Plant Variation and Evolution' by 
Briggs & Walters, C.U.P. (2nd edition) and 
found it very helpful, and also easy to read. I 
don't know that I have seen in your reading lists 
the notes on Victorian Grasscs - specifically 
'wrasses, Particularly those of Victoria, 
Australia' by S.L. Duigan, Botany School, Univ. 
of Melb. 1987, which is available from the 
University Bookroom and has the appearance of 
a student manual. It was $6.60 last year. It's 
pretty technical but that is rrecesmy to identify 
grasses and I must confess that I have not got 
very far yet. 

Coping with all my plants in pots over the 
summerwhile the new house was being built was 
pretty full time, and the i~itroduced pasture 

native grasslqd with other small herbs. Then 
one day I realized we have already a reasonable 
system - when I dig holes to plant in, in some 
places it is all Themeda I am digging out, in 
others Microlaena stipoides (I'm reasonably 
sure), so we really enjoyed the feature on M. 
stipoides. Moreover I now recognize its 
seedlings when they occur in the pots, which is 
not infrequently, and depending on the size the 
original inhabitant of the pot should grow to, I 
often leave the Microlaena. , 

- At Kallista it was a tussock grass, which I 
likewise o1~e11 le11, sometimes to the great 
detriment of the original inhabitant, but I now 
have quite a few pots feeding the kangaroos. I 
dug out and brought with me from Kallista my 
Dichanthium sericeum, a poor unhappy plant if 
ever I saw one, but it has revelled in the warmer 
con&t;,ms here ar,d sh~u ld  settle in very well. 

.. We were in Esperance (W.A.) in May/June and 
I brought back some seeds of an attractive 
creeping grass, which I am holding until either 1 
get a polyhouse or the warmer weather ef spring. 
I have.not attempted to identify it, I had enough 



trouble with the dicots. I should explain a little 
more about the perennial pasture system we are 
attempting to establish there. Most of the local 
pastures are annuals, winter-spring growing 
mixes of subclover and rye etc. plus a good 
dollop of Cape Weed and become very bare in 
late summer and autumn even though there is 
often alittlerain. They are very subject to erosion 
by wind blow and one can often see fences 
almost buried in sand. These sands also develop 
a non-wetting surface. Periodic ploughing for 
wheat crops has led to further degradation of the 
sands. 

On our place one end will, for the time being, 
be kept as annual pasture, though not of course 
ploughed, because of the high productivity in the 
growing season. With adequate subdivision the 
sheep can be moved constantly to keep the 
Capeweed down and maximise production. The 
other end, also adequately subdivided, is where 
Tagasastc and various acacias were sown, and 
between these rows, mixes of perennial grasses 
and seredellas, also legumes. All introduced of 
course, but where we feel there is a real place for 
native grasses. Again the sheep must be moved 
between paddocks to enable recuperation of the 
Tagasaste but also everything else, and these 
paddocks provide the late summer and autumn 
feed, as the plants will respond to any rainfall and 
grow in the hotter months. 

This is one remarkable feature of Microlaena 
stipoides - it seems to be green and growing all 
year round, given a little water in summer. Now 
that we recognize it, and know that it is native, it 
will be preserved and spread - which it does 
pretty well by itself. 

I think this is one of my great problems, 
recognizing which grasses are native, especially 
in the seedling stage, but I hope I am gradually 
distinguishing a few foreigners that can always 
be weeded out. 

The kangaroos are coming closer to the house 
now, as the stock keep the grass short in the 
paddocks and they have really trimmed my pots 
with grasses - even Carex gaudichaud, and they 
do a bit of damage, knocking pots about. So far 
haven't noticed them eating anything but the 
grass family in pots which is a relief but puzzles 

me because they sample everything in the 
ground that is not protected by wire netting. 

I will try and get to the Monash system garden 
when I go to Melb. - which is very rarely, and the 
Botanic Gardens when they have the native 
grasses set up. I wish I'd thought of Monash 
when I lived reasonably close. 

Although I have nothing very positive to 
contribute to the Group's fund of knowledge, I 
have quite a few pots of grass of various origins 
which I hope are native and do appreciate all the 
information in the Newsletters." 

Barbara Buchanan 
RMB 1590, Myrrhee 
Victoria. 3732 

"Grass Genera of the World" 

Received May 4th, 1989 

"I have just moved to WA .. after 18 #years in 
Tasmania (and 9 in S.A.) .. Just before leaving 
Tas., I got the Department of Agriculture (where 
I worked) to purchase L. Watsoxi and M.J. 
Dallivity's "Grass Genera of the World. For 
anyone with access to a microfiche reader and a 
microcomputer, and having an interest in grass 
taxonomy, this is a very useful publication. The 
booklet has 254 illustrations (26 in colour) and 
microfiches containing descriptions of all grass 
genera, including notes on habitat, reproductive 
biology, anatomy & morphology, cytology, 
related genera & triballsection groupings, 
ecology, geographic distribution and diseases. 

The floppy disks contain all these data arranged 
so that you can identify grasses down to genus 
using an interactive program, or retrieve parts of 
the data set e.g. all genera that have 
cleistogamous reproduction, or that occur in 
Northern Australia. The computer part really 
needs a micro computer running in MS-DOS ' 

with a hard disk and 640 K memory available for 
easy use. 

The publication is obtainable from L. Watson, 



Taxonomy Laboratory, Research School of 
Biological Sciences, ANU, GPO Box 47s 
Canberra 2601 for $40." 

Jim Carpenter 
Unit 8, 1 1 South Tce. 
Como W.A. 6152 

New Zealand Grasses 

July 2nd, 1989 

"Thank you for the most recent copy of the 
grasses newsletter, it looks interesting and1 hope 
to get at it soon ... life here has been very busy 
lately .. Proceedings from the December seminar 
are not progressing very fast at the moment. 
When I finish the current project (a management 
plan for a large grassland area on the eastern 
shore of Hobart), I plan to give it my full 
attention. 

Meanwbile there is lots of other work to do. I 
enjoyed my visit to SA Very much although it 
was hardly long enough. Following that trip I 
spent three weeks in Hobart with my mother 
before taking her to NZ where I met a lot of 
interesting people including a woman who was 
very interested in the grasslands there. Her name 
is Di Lucas (#3/311 Montreal Street, 
Christchurch NZ) perhaps you could contact her 
re the newsletter .. " 

Jerry deGryse 
Landscape Architect 
P.O. Box 436, Sandy Ray 
Tasmania 7005 

June 21st, 1989 

"I have been growing Aust. plants for about 15 
years and grasses for about 5 years. Lara is about 
19 kms from Geelong on the Geelong- 
Melbourne railway line, this area is all on the 
kelior or Western basalt plains, very flat, wind 
prone with dark heavy mobile clay-soils. 

My interest in grasses evolved from my interest . 
in remnant vegetation along the rail-way line. 
The line has been here since the mid 1800's and 
historical reports describe these plains as being 
very like alpine herb fields, there are not many 
rare species here but there are certainly rpany 
rare forms with abilities to adapt to the clay-soils 
i.e. Grevillea rosamaniafolia 'Lara Dawf', 
Diuris punctata var. albo-violacea and an 
endangered species, Rutidosis 
leptorhynchoides. 

Anyway, onto the grasses. I started with 
Themeda australis (T. triandra) and 
Enneapogon nigricans, the latter self-seeds 
vigourously and can be quite invasive. Other 
species:- Poa labillardieri (I think!) could be P. 
sieberianu, about 4' x 4'. I bum this plant in 
autumn which rejuvenates the plant and makes it 
more "tussocky". 
Pennisetum alopecuroides: Is this a native? Self- 
seeds readily. 
Stipa elegantissima - aptly named and my 
favourite, tussocky form, leaves to 12", spikes to 
2'. 
Dichanthium species, don't know which one, 
only seedlings at the moment. 
That's it, I also grow or have grown grass-like 
species such as Carex fascicularis, very 
beautiful but self-seeds too readily, Lomandra 
species and Asperula conferta. 

O.K. now my thoughts about grasses, under 
utilised, rarely cultivated, most species unknown 
or unrecognised by growers of native plants. 
Absolutely invaluable for naturalising native 
gardens, magic for infonllalisiilg coilcrete paths 
etc. Ideally suited yet rarely used in public 
landscaping i.e. there are species that are drought 
tolerant, bog tolerant, adaptable to clay or sandy 
soils and mostly disease free. 
Obviously my comments must mirror many 
~ t h ~ r  f l z t i ~ ~  p l ~ q t  b-V - *V*U  W ~ T N P T C  thniiuht~ b because 
when I take plants to our district group meetings 
(Geelong Group) they go off like "hot scones". 
In conclusion, as a member of the study group I 
hope I can grow more grass species and help in 
their appreciation and proliferation throughout 



the SGAP and further." , personal interest in. 

Laurie Gilmore 
42 McClelland Ave., 
Lara. Victoria. 3212 

In the nursery .. 
May 29th, 1989 

I did have limited success with several species in 
summer, but from enquiries I have made, there is 
unfortunately not the instant enthusiasm I would 
have hoped for in the landscape sector. 

I will be ordering seed from you in the near future 
on available species and hopefully not only re- 
start my trials, but be able to complete them!" 

" .. we are currently in the middle of our "silly Rawlings 
season", with people wanting plants left, right Anstey Park Nursery 
and centre .. (and) most of my trials are on a pao. Box 198, St. Agnes 
"backburn" until we get through winter. One of South Australia. 509 
the problems in a commercial nursery is finding . 
the time to fully pursue projects that you have a 

June 8th, 1989 

"I'm not much help with Cymbopogon. My results are mainly negative, but I suppose that tells you 
some thing. 

Collectcd Planted Geminated? 
I C. ambiguus 79 10181 no 

3/85 no 
84 11/85 no 

I have germinated seed planted in September and December, but that is all the record I have - I don't 
know which yeai(s), or when the seed was collected as I no longer have those packets. 

Collected Planted ' Germinated? 
C. obtectus 84 11/85 no 

84 1/88 Yes 
? 1 1/88 yes 

S o , q  I carl't tell you more." 

Gwenda Macdonald 
1 Balcombe Go'm . 
Croydon. Vic. 3 136 , 

May 9th, 1989 

"Thanks for your last letters and the latest could do a very useful article, or anyone could, 
newsletters - it's great. Regarding seed because nobody knows! I was going to suggest 
harvesting/cleaning - Ian and I don't think we the NSW Ag. people or Canberra CSIRO, but 1 

I P 
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know that they don'chave a clue either! We are information received from the various Study 
hoping to try various seed cleaning equipment Groups. That way, all members benefit." 
over this next year. 

Mrs. J.M. Sked 
Regarding the DanthonialEragrostis "figures1,- Pine Rivers SGAP 
these were for florets, and would be reduced P.O. Box 41, Lawnton. 
(sometimes dramatically) by the low fill rates. Queensland. 4501 

I think that Cymbopogons are great - they 
combine the stunning silver foliage colour of 
Dichanthium, with very ornamental heads like 
.Themeday adding an outstanding dimension of 
lemon-scented foliage. It is a summer-growing 
species, so seedis best sownoctober-March. We 
have had no trouble germinating florets (i.e. seed 
cleaning not important for germination). Our 
crops have not seeded yet, so I don't know how 
much they will produce - doubt it will be lots, but 
should be.more than Themeda ! 

I was thinking about a newsletter title and 
wondered about "CARYOPSIS"2, seeing we are 
trying to "seed the idea of native grasses being 
worthwhile horticultural subjects. 

June 8th, 1989 

"Just a short quick note, I have enclosed some 
Cyrnbopogon seeds for you. It was collected 
from the Carrieton area, Christmas '87. I have no 
experience or knowledge of Microlaena, so I'm 
afraid I can't be of any assistance. 

I germinated the lemon grass towards the end of 
summer. I had a couple of plants for several. years 
at Elizabeth, I believe it is a very suitable garden 
plant. Thanks for the Themeda seeds .. " 

Helen Bizzai 
Box 386, P.O. Gawler 
South- Australia. 5 118 

Looking forward to the next Newsletter." 

Andrew Paget 
14 Seascape Close, 
Ferntree Gully. Vic. 3 156 

1. Danthonia caespitosa and Eragrostis,brownii 
: 40,000 and 250,000 florets per plant per 
flowering season, respectively, under dryland 
cultivation. 

2. Caryopsis refers to the grass seed removed of 
its floral parts i.e. the lemma and palea. 

A Good Idea! 
& 

July 5th: 1989 

'f .. We find your Newsletters very interesting. 
Keep up the good work. Our Group makes a 
practice of setting aside a number of meeting 
nights to . allow our Study Group contact 
members to report on the activities and 

"You ask, 'What was your father. like?-tasteless, 
indigestible, but filling!" 
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(Inkata Press. Melb. ik Sydney. 1987) 
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Grass and legume haryesting for the GulfRegion of the U.S. 
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Kelly, Dermott 
Hybridization 
Alistralian Grasses Study Group, Newsletter No.4 

Paget, Andrew 
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. This newsletter is for the exchange of observations 
and practical details between people interested in 
the establishment and management of native 
grnsses - be it for the garden, or, on a larger scale, 
for IandscCiping, revegetation, seed production or 
pasture. 

Fees are $5 a year; payable in ~ u i e .  However, to 
become a financial member one must also be a 

1 member o f .  SGAP (the Society for Growing 
Australian Plants). Members receive the quarterly 
newsletter and have access to the study group's 
seed bank. 

Contributions, illustrations andlor ideas are 
welcome and material for publication and 
enquiries should be directed to: 

Dermott Kelly 
6 Willcox Avenue, 
Prospect. S.A. 5082 
Ph: (08) 344 9400 

* 



Australian Grasses Study Group (ASGAP) 
Statement of Income and Expenditure 

for the year ended June 30,1989 

l i  Income 

Membership subscriptions - 
L. d 

Monies received for copy &/or Q,+ 
postage of papers &/or newsletter(s) . - -  a 85.60 

a 
Donations 

.w 
Expenditure 

Envelopes 

4-b 
Postage 

Photocopy 

Income less expenses 

plus the 87/88 deficit (34.28) 

The biggest cost in the production of the newsletter is photocopy. I had been able to get a double- 
sided page for 7c but when my 'printer' went out of business, I had to go elsewhcrc, and thcre it was 
more than three times this amount i.e. 25c. As a result, Newsletter No.5 was $80 over budget. The 
group is not in debt. This is just to indicate the real cost of the newsletter and the expenses that can 
be incurred, by study group leaders, in producing a newsletter of this kind. 

- 
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