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GSG NSW Programme 2018

Meetings are usually held on the last Sunday of the even months. We meet for 
a communal morning tea at 9.30am after which the meetings commence at 
10.00am. We usually have a BYO lunch about midday. Visitors are always welcome. 
For more information or to check venues etc please contact: Ross Reddick on 0405 
510 459 or Denis Cox on (07) 5546 8590 as changes can occur.

Sunday, 25 November
venue:  Magnificent native garden of Jim & Fran Standing at Mt Clunie, near Woodenbong, 

Nth NSW.

Sunday, 24 February
venue:  Home of Alan Lee at 21-23 Lucas Road, Tamborine, not far from the Bearded 

Dragon Hotel, off  Tamborine Mountain Road.
subject:  Grafting

Sunday, 28 April
venue:  Garden of Chris Nikolic, at 424A Tallegalla Road, Tallegalla (via Minden). Chris 

& Martin have developed many Native gardens on a couple of  their 50 acres, 
emerging from ‘weedsville’; lantana, asparagus fern, mother of millions, etc & 
exotic trees.

subject:  Garden establishment

Sunday, 30 June
venue:  Pete’s Hobby Nursery, 10 Patrick Street, Lowood.  

Peter Bevan has a Native plant nursery across the back yard of several properties 
with several hundred varieties and he has also planted the now-famous ‘rail trail’ 
garden near his Lowood home.

subject:  Pruning

Sunday, 27 October
venue:  Garden of Jim & Fran Standing at Mt Clunie Road, Mt Clunie. (Via Woodenbong, 

NSW). On the southern side of the Scenic Rim and against Mt Clunie National Park, 
see how our natives thrive in the cooler climes.

GSG SE Qld Programme 2018/2019

Leader: Neil Marriott, 693 Panrock Reservoir Rd, Stawell, Vic. 3380 
p 03 5356 2404 or 0458 177 989  |  e neil@whitegumsaustralia.com
Contact Neil for queries about program for the year. Any members who would 
like to visit the official collection, obtain cutting material or seed, assist in its 
maintenance, and stay in our cottage for a few days are invited to contact Neil.

GSG Vic Programme 2018

mailto:peter.olde%40exemail.com.au?subject=
mailto:neil@whitegumsaustralia.com


NEWSLE T TER NO.  111 –  OC TOBER 2018 02

E D I T O R I A L

A FEW WORDS FROM PETER P Olde, NSW

Here in Sydney the continuing drought has had a terrifying 
effect on people connected with the land. It is as if the 
sky has forgotten how to rain. Months have gone by dry. 
Occasional showers with little run-off have left the dams 
empty and the soil powdery at depth. Eucalypts are dying 
but also heaps of exotic pines. It is easy to see how this 
once in a century event could contribute to discontinuities 
in the distribution of plants, a constant source of wonder. 
Extended droughts can cause whole populations of plants 
to die or develop different methods of staying alive. 

In recent taxonomic times, little attention has been 
given to life history traits, a term we use for how a plant 
reinvents itself after death. It is easy to see how a plant 
that regenerates from seed could develop or lose the 
ability to reproduce from rhizome or lignotuber. A chance 
occurrence perhaps. However when a whole population 
develops/loses this ability, then the trait becomes very 
significant to the ‘what it means to a separate organism 
or species’.

It is easy to understand why botanists might ignore life 
history traits, as they mostly have till now in Grevillea 
taxonomy. On a sheet of paper in a herbarium, a dried 
specimen of two or more different taxa might look 
inseparable. Data accompanying the specimen might 
also be lacking on this important trait. Some will say that 
botanists have made the right decision. My response is 
that the only reason you do not recognise them is because 
you do not have sufficient or the correct information. 
Species have been overlooked for the sake of convenience 
and the only thing that suffers is biodiversity. 

In a recent trip to the Kimberley and Top End I became 
closely aware of the problems arising out of Indigenous 
Land Rights. I am certainly someone who supports the 
rights of Indigenes to own and manage their own land. 
But surely it is still Australia, which people of all races 
and colour have laid down their lives to protect and save, 
whose taxes are spent on roads and hospitals and other 
earthly requirements. The bureaucracy around access to 
what amounts to large parts of northern Australia is now 
so ridiculous that it is easier for white Australians to go 
to Russia. You simply cannot enter without a permit. A 
permit can take years to obtain for a scientist and various 
Government and Aboriginal bureaucracies are sometimes 
involved. 

On a recent collecting trip seeking a few leaves and small 
specimens from all Grevillea species for DNA extraction, I 
was somewhat surprised to learn that it is illegal to take 
any plant material in the N.T. For areas administered by The 
Northern Land Council, I was refused a collecting permit 
because of the large number of ‘Sacred’ sites and because 
‘it will take too long to track down the land owner’ and 
because ‘scientific work must go before the full council’. 
Collecting outside this area involved a permit from the 
N.T. Government to take wildlife. In State National Parks 
a separate State permit is required. Kakadu requires a 
Federal permit. At one place on King Edward River in the 
east Kimberley where I had personally discovered Grevillea 
latifolia, we looked in vain for the plants. It turned out that 
the camping area had been adjusted some 50–100 metres 
down river. When I indicated that I would be able to find 
it, I was informed that it was now on Aboriginal Land and 
that I could not go there. 100 metres. I question the use of 
the term ‘Sacred Site’ or ‘Special Areas’.  Sacred to whom? 
I began to resent the law that prevented me from using a 
road into what I call Australia. Of course, now there can be 
no exploration or scientific study in these areas off-road. 
No serendipitous collecting of new species. Even on-road, 
a permit is likely to require that you do not stop. do not 
talk to anyone or engage. You cannot take photographs. 
Last year vast areas of Cape York were off-limits. There is 
currently a move to hand over the whole of Cape York.  I 
oppose it. There has to be a better way. 

Illawarra Grevillea Park
NEXT OPEN DAYS 2019

May 4, 5, 11, 12

Opening hrs are 10am – 4pm
Location

The Park is located at the rear of Bulli Showground, 
Princess Highway, Bulli.

Admission
$5 adults, children with adults are free 

email info@grevilleapark.org 
or visit grevilleapark.org

mailto:info@grevilleapark.org
www.grevilleapark.org
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MEETING REPORT OF QLD GREVILLEA STUDY GROUP, SUNDAY 26 AUGUST, 2018 
AT 424A TALLEGALLA ROAD, TALLEGALLA, HOME OF CHRIS NIKOLIC R Reddick, Qld

Denis opened the meeting at 10:05. He thanked members 
for attending & a big thanks to Chris & Martin for hosting 
us today.

Attendance: 21 members & 3 visitors, as per the 
attendance book. A very good roll-up, in showery 
conditions.

Apologies: 2 apologies, as per the attendance book.

Raffle: Raffle tickets were set at 50c today.

Record of last meeting: The record of the 29 April 
meeting was sent out on 8 May. A reminder notice of this 
meeting was sent on 13 August.

Business arising: Spring flower show & plant sale. 
Jan has circa 30 pottery containers for Grevillea flower 
display; Need to look for glass receptacles to hold water 
inside the containers. Denis is still trying to develop a 
‘real’ example of Proteoid roots; We may have to resort 
to photos & notes; It was noted that Angus Stewart 
had done a segment on Gardening Australia depicting 
Proteoid roots. Ross to supply backboard & method of 
attachment to table. All members to look to providing 
any potted specimens for the display.

Financial report: Treasurer - Bev Weir;  
Current balance (after 4c interest) = $1316.77 
Bev moved acceptance; Sec. Chris R, Carried.

Correspondence

Inward:

None reported, besides emails about the excursion to 
Gympie & Bargara and flower show arrangements.

Outward: 

None reported, besides emails about the excursion to 
Gympie & Bargara and flower show arrangements.

General business: 

1. Excursion report: It was agreed that Carolle Gadd’s 
Gympie garden was delightful and walking through it with 
Peter Olde & Carolle was enlightening; Many thanks for 
hosting us Carolle.

Richard Tomkin’s hobby nursery is a very well organised 
affair. Richard & Lana welcomed us on a beautiful 
sunny day; Many purchases were made; Richard gave 
an entertaining talk on his experiences hybridising 
Grevilleas; Peter Olde enlightened us on the state of 
the Grevillea/Hakea DNA issue and also discussed his 
research trips.

2. Myrtle rust: an ePetition has been prepared to request 
a summit be held to discuss Government support for 
research & ultimately action on this crippling pathogen. 
Ross to forward the URL to members.

3. The NPQ website coordinator has requested that all 
branches/groups update their details on our new website; 
Denis to investigate if GSG has a ‘page’ that we need to 
update.

4. Venues for 2019 meetings: after a short discussion, 
all venue dates were filled tentatively. Ross will finalise 
a couple of venues & distribute the 2019 schedule when 
sorted.

5. It was agreed that we approach Peter Olde to ascertain 
if a donation from our SE Qld group could ‘help the 
cause’. Ross to write to Peter.

Show and tell: Fran circulated a variety of Grevillea 
flowers from her Mt Clunie garden.

Discussion topic: Denis circulated a prepared note and 
discussed the habit & variations of the ‘Group 7’ set of 
Grevilleas; Olde & Marriott’s “The Grevillea Book, Vol 3” 
was used as the reference.

Close meeting: at 11:00.

Despite some rain showers, for which we were most 
grateful, a tour of the garden of Grevilleas & other special 
native plants saw us eating lunch about 12:30.

What’s coming up?

September: Rosewood plant sale.

15/16 September: NPQ Spring Wildflower show & native 
plant sale at Mt Coot-tha Botanic Gardens auditorium; 
Set-up GSG display Friday 14th. 

28 October: GSG meeting at Pete’s Hobby Nursery at 10 
Patrick Street, Lowood.

25 November: GSG meeting at home of Jim & Fran 
Standing at Mt Clunie, via Woodenbong.
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ANOTHER WAY TO LOOK AT IT Mark Noake

Although our little 10x jeweller’s lenses are convenient in 
the field, it can be a struggle to really see those intriguing 
plant details which fascinate so many plant lovers. One 
easily accessible way to overcome this problem is to make 
use of your digital SLR camera connected to your computer.

The first element is a digital SLR (Single Lens Reflex) 
camera. The important thing here is an ability to see what 
the camera sees.

Secondly, your camera probably comes with software that 
allows you to connect your camera to a computer via a 
USB cable or similar. (Mine is a Canon EOS600D which 
came with an application called EOS UTILITY. This utility 
enables control of the camera through a control panel that 
appears on the computer screen.)

Part of the system is a “Live Shooting” facility which displays 
on-screen exactly what the camera “sees”. Clicking on a 
button takes the photo which can be saved as an image file 
and manipulated in all the usual ways.

Thirdly, you need a way of holding the camera steady whilst 
composing your shot and adjusting focus or changing 
camera settings. This is where my old black and white 
enlarger stand has come in handy. The camera screws onto 
the stand just as one might attach it to a tripod.

Of course once the fun started there was a great temptation 
to improve the system. Purchase of an extension tube set 
allows much closer positioning of the camera to the subject 
and therefore greater enlargement of detailed images. 

Light is a crucial element in any photography so, after 
pinching Carolyn’s embroidery light from time to time, I 
purchased my own daylight lamp in order to maintain true 
image colour. A couple of portable LED rechargeable desk 
lamps (to reduce shadows) complete the setup.

This simple system has been useful at our APSSE meetings. 
With a computer attached to projector, images of details 
which may be only 3mm across can be displayed on a large 
screen for everyone to share simultaneously. We have used 
the system “live” during show-and-tell sessions where 
features of plants are often highlighted for the group.

Stored images have also enabled illustrated discussion of 
morphological characters during talks at our meetings. 
The characters used in morphology are simply those 
differences we can see, and therefore able to study. The 
photos above illustrate the morphological difference 
between the floral limb structure of the developing 
flower, as Grevillea rhyolitica, on the left, in which the 
limb is rounded, and G. oxyantha on the right, in which 
the limb is pyramidal. Mark noted that prior to recent re-
classification, both these were included in the Grevillea 
victoriae complex.  (A more comprehensive article on the 
subject of close up photography is promised for a future 
edition of Native Plants for New South Wales).

TA X O N O M Y

CONTINUED >
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Grevillea  buxifolia. Such close visual inspection demonstrates 
the subtle differences by which the G. buxifolia complex is 
being reclassified.

Illustrated in the picture below, the pistil, with varying 
style appendages, gives credence to the reclassification of 
subspecies, raising them to species level based on discrete 
and replicable characters.

G R E V I L L E A  N E W S

NEW MEMBERS C Guthrie, NSW

We love to find out about our members, so feel free to 
send a few sentences about yourself or your activities by 
way of introduction.

Mathieu Lascostes, Victoria

I look after George Pentland Botanic Garden, a site 
managed by Frankston City Council in Victoria. I recently 
contacted Neil Marriot, who advised me to contact you. I 
plan to graft about 100 Grevillea robusta, that self-seeded 
in the garden and that my volunteers and I subsequently 
collected and potted up. Neil offered to help us work 
on a list of species and cultivars of interest, that could 
relevantly be grafted and displayed at our garden. This 
would be for me the first step (of many more hopefully) 
to seriously undertake conservation projects and increase 
the diversity displayed at the garden.

Judy Elliott, Rosedale, Qld

We live north of Bundaberg in Central Qld, and fairly close 
to Richard Tonkin which is great as we have access to his 
grafted Grevilleas. We live on a 240 acre Nature Refuge and 
are wildlife carers so we are very interested in Grevilleas 
for all our wildlife. We have drought conditions here at the 
moment but our wallabies are loving the Grevillea leaves 
instead of grass. Many years ago I was the study group 
leader of ‘Wildlife and Native Plants’.

Coral Hughes, Koonwarra, Victoria

We are not far from where Robert and Norma Brown 
used to farm. I have been interested in Grevilleas for 
about 40 years but our weather is not very kind to Qld 
based grevilleas, (cold, cloudy, overcast). Many of the 
West Australian ones grow better but then they don’t like 
our soils! Grevillea barklyana grows very well and I am 
finding that the grafted grevilleas, including standards, are 
doing well. A new ‘problem’ is Eastern Rosellas delicately 
picking each opened flower to have the nectar and leaving 
the unopened buds till tomorrow. This is particularly 
noticeable on Grevillea bipinnatifida ‘Jingle Bells’.

CONTINUED >
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Linda Mason, Mt Richon, WA

I have been a member of the Western Australian 
Wildflower Society for many years and am at present 
on the Management Committee and so have read your 
newsletters via this source and in fact this is where I realised 
there was such a group. I also work as a propagator at the 
Australian Native Nursery in Oakford, WA and have done 
for the past 12 years or so. I propagate any plant in the 
nursery but I have a particular interest in Grevilleas which 
are reasonably easy to do depending on the species, or 
they simply aren’t. For those grevilleas that are reluctant 
to be propagated by the normal means ie cuttings put in 
the shadehouse until they have roots which can take some 
months, we are trialling an alternative method. We put the 
cuttings under an individual plastic bottle which has had 
the bottom removed and a hole drilled in the cap. These 
are then put into another shadehouse which has a warmer 
aspect because it is made of different shadecloth. So 
far I have successfully done many Grevillea bipinnatifida 
and Grevillea tenuiloba via this method and currently am 
waiting to see if I have the same success with the following:

• Grevillea saccatawhich we can do under normal 
shadehouse conditions but success rate is too low

• Grevillea mccutcheonii

• Grevillea insignis

• Grevillea nivea

• Grevillea nudiflora

• Grevillea stenomera

• Grevillea ripicola

• Grevillea tenuiloba

• Grevillea Mason’s Hybrid

• Grevillea Superb

There are of course many others that I have in my garden 
that I will be trialling but things are looking good.

BOTANICAL DERMATOLOGY P Olde, NSW

Dermatology and the Proteaceae
The following information was modified from the botanical 
dermatology website, www.botanical-dermatology-database.
info and is an updated version of the book Botanical Dermatology 
by John Mitchell & Arthur Rook (1979). Updates by Richard J. 
Schmidt (ed.) with some here from Peter M. Olde.

Study Group members are invited to update this work 
from their own online and library research, especially the 
work on Grevillea.

Proteaceae
Genera in the family Proteaceae are to be found in tropical 
Asia, Malaysia, Australia, New Caledonia, New Zealand, on 
the mountains of tropical Africa, in southern Africa and 
Madagascar.

Cardwelliasublimis F. Muell. Golden Spanglewood, Bull 
Oak, Northern Silky Oak, Oongaary

Cleland (1943) received several reports of dermatitis from 
contact with undried wood of this species. Only some of 
those exposed were affected.  Webb (1948a) refers to the 
properties of the wood; sawyers and others handling the 
fresh timber may contract dermatitis (H.C. Whibley, Cairns 
to Webb, pers. comm.)

Conospermumteretifolium R. Br.

The root of the plant yields lapachol (Thomson 1971), 
a sensitising agent of teak (Tectoniagrandis L.f, family 
Labiatae)

Grevillea R. Br. 

Over 380 species plus nearly 100 subspecies are found in 
Australia and on its coastal islands, with three species (one 
endemic) also found in New Guinea, 3 endemic species in 
New Caledonia and one endemic species in The Celebes, 
Indonesia. Some yield useful timber and Grevillea robusta 
is widely grown in Africa. 

Leichhardt (1847) cited by Hurst (1942) referred to the 
vesicating property of the glutinous secretion of the seed 
vessels of a drooping species of Grevillea. The skin turned 
black in colour as from the effects of silver nitrate and was 
raised in painful blisters. This property was discovered 
accidentally and was traced to Grevillea by means of 
experimental application of the capsules to the skin, when 
the same effect was produced.

CONTINUED >

http://www.botanical-dermatology-database.info
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The passage which preceded the introduction of the 
patch test to Dermatology by nearly half a century, is as 
follows:  ‘Sep 23    ‘By a mere accident, we discovered a 
remarkable medicinal property of the glutinous secretion 
of the seed-vessels of a drooping Grevillea. John Murphy, 
having no pockets in his trousers, put the seeds which 
he found during the stage into his bosom, close to the 
skin, where he had already deposited a great number of 
Sterculia, and was much inconvenienced by the starry 
prickles which surround the seeds. Afterwards, finding the 
drooping Grevillea in fruit, he gathered some capsules and 
placed them as before stated. Upon arriving at the camp, 
he felt great pain; and, on examining the place, he saw, 
to his greatest horror, that the whole of the skin of the 
epigastric region was coloured black, and raised into a 
great number of painful blisters. Upon his showing it to 
me, I thought that it was caused by the Sterculia prickles 
having irritated the skin, and rendered it more sensitive to 
the sharp properties of the exudation of the seed-vessels 
of Grevillea. Brown, however, merely touched the skin of 
his arm with the matter, when blisters immediately rose; 
showing clearly its properties. The discoloration of the 
skin was like the effects of nitrate of silver.’I am thinking 
this must have been G. pyramidalis.

The natives of north-west Australia were observed to use 
the sap of two species of Grevillea to scarify their bodies 
and produce scars (Cleland 1925).

Grevillea banksii R. Br.Red Silky Oak

In Hawaii, the flowers are a common source of dermatitis 
(Morton 1962). A study was carried out by Arnold (1942). 
He found that women were more frequently affected 
than men. Dermatitis appeared two to three days after 
exposure and most often affected the dorsa of the hands, 
wrists, face and neck. Open patch tests with various parts 
of the plant produced marked reactions to the fresh 
flower and to ether extracts of the flower. Only a few slight 
reactions were obtained from closed patch tests with 
the leaf. The lesion detail of the dermatitis was typical 
of plant dermatitis viz. linear erythema and or vesicles. 
The blossoms are made into bouquets and leis (neck 
garlands) which possibly accounts for the predominance 
in women (6/1). The calyx, anther and style of both the red 
and yellow varieties of blossom contained the allergenic 
principle. Cross-sensitivity to the blossom of Grevillea 
robusta did not appear to occur. He observed no case 
in which dermatitis appeared in less than 24 hours after 
exposure. Patch tests in control individuals were negative. 
Exacerbation of pre-existing dermatitis occurred in some 
cases following patch testing. Three of 26 patients showed 
some sensitivity to extracts of mango leaf (Mangifera, 
Anacardiacdae) probably by multiple specific sensitivity 
rather than a cross-sensitivity. 

Grevillea pilulifera (Lindley) Druce. Woolly-flowered 
Grevillea

Aplin (1976) noted that two persons who walked through a 
patch of the shrub developed an intense rash.

Grevillea pyramidalis A. Cunn. ex R. Br. Caustic Bush

All three subspecies (subsp. pyramidalis, subsp. 
leucadendron (A. Cunn. ex R. Br.) Makinson, subsp. longiloba 
(F. Muell.) Olde & Marriott as well as the related species, 
G. berryana, G. calcicola, G. dimidiata, G. mimosoides, 
G. erythroclada, G. nematophylla (three subspecies) - 
all have a sticky secretion which can cause blistering on 
contact with the skin. Danger also exists from drops of the 
secretion when sitting under the tree (Francis & Southcott 
1967, Cleland & Lee 1963). Mair (1968) reports that the 
sticky secretion on the fruits of the small tree Grevillea 
mimosoidea R. Br in Queensland causes blistering of the 
skin ‘as is well known by bushmen’.

Grevillea robusta A. Cunn. ex R. Br.Silky Oak

This species is now employed extensively as a shade 
and timber tree in Ceylon and Africa. The sap caused 
inflammation of the eyelids in a man who worked on the 
trees lopping or thinning out branches (Cleland 1925, 
Morton 1962). The tree is used to line streets for shade 
purposes and in Los Angeles “Grevillea poisoning’ is well 
known to telephone linemen and pruners (May 1960).

Some of the laboratory staff most directly involved in 
handling and testing of specimens of this wood were 
affected with skin and eye irritation. Others as directly 
involved in this work were not affected. The irritation 
developed after handling green wood or following exposure 
to sawdust or exuded sap. It was not observed as a result of 
handling the dry prepared specimens (U.S. Forest Service 
Research Note 1964). A male developed vesicobullous 
dermatitis of the skin of the neck, arms, trunk and genital 
area two days after he sawed a limb off a specimen tree of 
this species. Sawdust fell on his face, neck and down into 
his clothing. A patch test to the sawdust produced a bullous 
response at 36 hours; tests in controls were not recorded 
(May 1960). The major phenolic constituent of the wood is 
grevillol (5-n-tridecylresorcinol) Cannon et al. 1970.

Grevillea  robusta,  G. pyramidalis and Persoonia  elliptica have 
been found to yield 5-n-alkyl and 5-n-alkenylresorcinols. 
The major constituent of the vesicant exudate on the 
seed pods of Grevillea pyramidalis has been identified 
as 5-pentadec-10-enylresorcinol and traces of the same 
substance have been shown to be present in the wood of 
Grevillea robusta (Ritchie et al. 1965, Occolowitz & Wright 
1962, Ridley et al. 1968). These compounds are chemically 
related to the sensitising compounds of Toxicodendron.

CONTINUED >
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Lomatia.  Vases containing the flowers of Lomatia 
silaifolia (Wild Parsley) are often surrounded by dead flies. 
(McPherson 1932:).

Persoonia elliptica R. Br. Snottygobble

An ether extract of this wood was found to be 
vesicant to human skin. The volatile portion of the 
extract was responsible and blisters appeared within 
10 hours of application to the skin of the forearm.  
5-n-undecylresorcinol and (Z)-5-undec-3-enylresorcinol 
(persoonol) were isolated from the extract (Cannon & 
Metcalf 1971)
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GREVILLEAS IN THE KIMBERLEY G Datsun, Qld

During a recent trip to the Kimberleys, run by Coates 
Wildlife Tours for ANPSA members, the following 
grevilleas were recorded:

• Grevillea wickhamii (subsp. cratista) ‘Piccaninny 
Gorge form’ as it was observed in the approaches to 
the carpark in the Bungle Bungles from where the 
Piccaninny Gorge walking trail begins.

Grevillea wickhamii Pickininni Gorge form
Grevillea wickhamii

CONTINUED >
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• G. miniata – King Leopold Range and Bungle Bungles.

Grevillea miniata

x

Grevillea miniata

Grevillea miniata

• G. erythroclada – was intermittently found along the 
Gibb River Road. There were a couple of plants just 
after Home Valley in flower as we passed over the 
range. We also found a couple at the lookout at King 
Leopold Range and on the last day (in flower) as we 
headed towards Derby.

• G. eriostachya – near Derby.

• G. pteridifolia – Northern Tree Form?? - a valley full 
on the Derby end of the Gibb Rd not too far from the 
turn off to the Morning Wildlife Sanctuary, amongst 
Eucalyptus miniata. The nectar of the glowing 
orange flowers of both had attracted numerous 
birds including Silver-crowned Friarbirds and Blue-
faced Honeyeaters. It also occurred in large stands 
after we left Home Valley Station. There were some 
spectacular plants along the roadside in full flower, 
and in a variety of forms.

• G. prasina – was found where we took a sharp right 
hand turn off the road, again after leaving Home 
Valley, and we walked to (I think) Bindoola Creek.

• G. refracta subsp. refracta? – at Mornington when 
we approached Sir John’s Gorge and we stopped for 
morning tea. There were also a couple of plants at 
the Leopold Range lookout.

• G. agrifolia – just off the Gibb River Rd on a rocky 
slope of a creekside walk at the caravan park, just 
outside the Purnululu NP. It was the interesting 
foliage which drew my attention rather than the 
solitary muted greenish-blue flowers.

• G. mimisoides – a tree on the creek verge at the 
above caravan park – being pollinated by foraging 
Singing, Brown, Yellow-tinted and Black-chinned 
Honeyeaters.

• There was also an unknown grevillea at the King 
Leopold Range lookout.

10
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YOU CAN NOW OWN A RARE PIECE OF GREVILLEA ‘SHARON’S GOLD’ N Soley

Article published in The Grenfell Record Dec 7 2016

Local residents Sharon and Noel Cartwright are well 
renowned for their impressive gardens and extensive 
knowledge of local endemic plant varieties as well as their 
involvement with the Weddin Community Native Nursery.

It was about five years ago when Noel and Sharon 
realised that a particular Grevillea growing in their garden 
was something uniquely special. From the beginning 
the Grevillea presented unusual but noteworthy 
characteristics, displaying green and gold variegated 
leaves, and then a year or two later when it flowered 
for the first time, a show of spectacular and yet unique 
flowers were revealed. 

Sharon & Noel Cartwright

The new Grevillea, a sport of Grevillea ‘Fire Sprite’ has 
been registered at Australia’s Virtual Herbarium Canberra, 
A.C.R.A. No 1506. as Grevillea“Sharon’s Gold” and is the 
only variety of this unique Grevillea in the world.‘Sharon’s 
Gold’ is now available at the Weddin Community Native 
Nursery after being successfully propagated. 

Sharons Gold Bush

You can now own your own piece of Sharon’s Gold.

Grevillea ‘Sharon’s Gold’ is a variegated sport which arose 
from a Grevillea ‘Fire Sprite’ growing in Noel and Sharon’s 
garden. Sharon’s Gold grows to about 2m x 2m in a sunny, 
well drained position. It’s gold and green, extremely 

attractive foliage makes a colourful addition to any garden. 
Birds are also attracted to the beautiful red and orange 
terminal flowers occurring in spring and summer.

Sharons Gold Flowers

Grevillea ‘Sharon’s Gold’ is grafted into Grevillea robusta 
for a more reliable root system. If green growth occurs 
below the graft, this new growth must be removed.

All proceeds from the sales of this delightful and unique 
Grevillea will be donated to Can Assist Grenfell Branch, a 
very worthy charity. 

Noel and Sharon would like to extend a warm thank you to 
the Weddin Community Native Nursery for their assistance 
in helping to propagate Sharon’s Gold.

The Weddin Community Native Nursery is located at 45 East 
Street Grenfell and is open 5 days per week from 9am until 
12 noon. Extended trading hours will be available leading 
up to the Christmas period. Volunteer staff at the nursery 
will be happy to assist you with your enquires. For more 
information or to contact the Weddin Community Native 
Nursery visit their website at www.weddinnativenursery.
com/ or their Facebook page at https://www.facebook.
com/WeddinCommunityNativeNursery/ or phone 0456 
879 481.

Call in and visit the nursery to see the beautiful Grevillea 
‘Sharon’s Gold’.

Sharons Gold getting more gold!

http://www.weddinnativenursery.com/
http://www.weddinnativenursery.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WeddinCommunityNativeNursery/
https://www.facebook.com/WeddinCommunityNativeNursery/
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SID CADWELL’S OLD GARDEN P Olde, NSW

Many older members of the Grevillea Study Group in New 
South Wales and Victoria visited in the 1980s the large 
garden of Sid Cadwell (1911–1995), 20 km beyond Rylstone 
on the Bylong Rd. A Study Group meeting was held there 
in 1984 where a large garden of grevilleas, waratahs 
and banksias was flourishing. After Sid died, his estate 
was taken over by the National Trust to whom he willed 
it in perpetuity. The gift was outside the management 
experience of the Trust and the land has languished ever 
since. I recently visited the property which is now very run 
down and was amazed at the way many species continued 
to flourish despite neglect of more than 20 years. 

On arrival, the property name ‘Taminga’ sign hung still on 
the unlocked gate though the ‘Land for Wildlife’ sign was 
broken and collapsed inside. Around the entrance Grevillea 
arenaria subsp. canescens stood sentinel, grey, soft, 
sombre. Old plants to 3 m and seedlings still dominated 
this area. One broad-leaved variant looked interesting. A 
single plant of G. leucoclada growing to the right looked 
lonely under the trees. It did not look too happy either 
but was nonetheless on the right side of the sand. The dry 
conditions had shrivelled the flowers. 

The old mud-brick house was still standing, abandoned 
and in need of a clean-up. The old iron-bark structural 
timbers were intact despite the predations of white ants in 
the wattle n daub walls. 

Outside the old house was an amazing plant of G. johnsonii. 
It must have been 10 metres wide and 4 m tall but was still 
flowering and flourishing. A few seedlings were making 
their way as well. In company with it were two plants of G. 
‘Red Hooks’, almost but not quite as large, with red flowers. 
These plants were over 30 years old as I remember them 
well from my visits there in the early 1980s. This is a sterile 
hybrid and there were no young plants. 

Further on, the first plants of G. aspleniifolia were in 
evidence, or were they hybrids? Probably some were. 

These feral-looking plants were in abundance around the 
property and still stood where they had been planted in 
most cases, ‘for the birds’. The garden that Sid dedicated to 
the memory of Perc Parry no longer contains any cultivated 
plants and has been taken over by indigenous species. The 
gate marking its entrance stood half open, kind of sad.

At the old waratah patch, we found the original rows of 
waratahs with healthy lignotuberous plants struggling 
against the re-invading bush. Some were in flower but 
showing the sign of ongoing dry conditions in their small, 
end-of-season inflorescences. But still they were there. One 
of the most prominent grevilleas to persist among them 
were plants of G. sericea which Sid had introduced from 
nearby Lees Pinch, now part of Goulburn Rivers National 
Park. These pink-flowered plants were up to 1.5 m high 
and spreading from seed right through the old plantation. 
I seem to recall Sid saying these plants had a perfume but 
I could be mistaken. As we wandered along the rows we 
came upon healthy plants of G. laurifolia subsp. caleyana 
and G. ‘Poorinda Royal Mantle’ running along the ground. 
Some were flowering and all seemed happy. G. oleoides 
with bright red flowers was also maintaining itself and had 
increased its numbers from seed. A few hybrid Grevilleas 
had appeared but no flowers meant they had to be 
assessed for their foliage alone.

Old plants of Hakea sericea and H. bakeriana were still in 
evidence, although the latter was falling apart and its huge 
fruits now lay open on broken branches. Banksia aspleniifolia, 
B. collina, B. conferta, B. serrata were all growing healthily 
as were Calothamnus quadrifidus, Kunzeapulchella and K. 
ericifoliaall now over 3 m high, the former two ablaze with 
red flowers. Callistemons were also flowering and healthy. 

Testament to Sid’s love of Proteaceaea was single plant of 
Protea cynaroideswas seen at a distance,or was it P. ‘Pink 
Ice’. A few African natives were acceptable to Sid, provided 
they were Proteaceae.

COLLETOTRICHUM, A FUNGAL DISEASE OF PROTEACEAE P Olde, NSW

A paper published in 2004 by Lubbe et al. on fungal 
diseases of the Proteaceae caught my eye recently and I 
felt it worth reviewing in this newsletter. I quote liberally 
from it.

‘Among the most devastating fungal pathogens of 
Proteaceae are Colletotrichum spp., causing seedling 
damping off, shepherd’s crook (anthracnose), pruning 
wound die-back, leaf lesions and stem dieback. Disease 
occurrence in cultivated fields tends to be sporadic and 

is mediated by climatic conditions suitable for disease 
development and high inoculum levels. Successful. 
infection of Proteaceae is favoured by moderate 
temperatures (20–25ºC) and humid conditions. Young 
tissues are most affected, often displaying the shepherd’s 
crook symptom or leaf necrosis. Nursery conditions often 
are conducive to disease development, and young plant 
material is especially susceptible to infection. Thus, losses 
in nurseries occur annually.’ 

CONTINUED >
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The aim of the study was to identify accurately the 
Colletotrichum species associated with diseases of 
cultivated Proteaceae, not only in Australia but also 
overseas where many species are in cultivation. One of the 
factors limiting commercial production is damage caused 
by pests and diseases. Some pathogens cause significant 
losses in the field and in nurseries. In others damage to 
the appearance of blooms demonstrates the presence 
of actionable quarantine organisms that can result in the 
rejection of consignments.

Colletotrichum gloeosporioidesis the only Colletotrichum 
species reported to date to infect members of the 
Proteaceae and has been reported in most areas where 
Proteaceae are in cultivation. Proteaceae hosts include 
Banksia, Grevillea, Hakea, Leucospermum, Leucodendron, 
Protea, Serruria and Telopea. Evidence has accumulated 
that more than one fungal species may be involved.

Utilising DNA sequences and morphology, the authors 
identified four species and one ‘formaespecialis’:  
Colletotrichum acutatum, C. boninense, C. crassipes, C. 
gloeosporioidesand C. acutatum f. sp. hakeae. The last 
named appears to be strongly host specific to Hakea, a host 
with high environmental significance. The pathogen is used 
as a biological control agent for Hakea which is regarded as 
a noxious and invasive weed in South Africa, especially in the 
fynbos. The authors report that C. acutatum is now found on 
Protea, Leucadendron and Leucospermum, crops of which 
have high commercial value. The possibility of the pathogen 
jumping species is now very real and potentially disarms the 
control mechanism for Hakea in South Africa (my conclusion).

Reference
Lubbe CM, Denman S, Cannon PF, Groenmewald JZ, 
Lamprecht SC, Crous PW (2004) Characterisation of 
Colletrichium species associated with diseases of 
Proteaceae. Mycologia 96(6): 1268–1279.

FINANCIAL TALK P Olde, NSW

Some twenty years ago now, the Grevillea Study Group 
undertook a process of fund-raising with the express 
purpose of funding research into the genus Grevillea.  
Money was raised fundamentally by holding plant sales 
which at one stage left us with almost $50,000 in the bank. 
It has been difficult to find suitable projects but money has 
been spent in taxonomic and propagation research, as well 
as funding expeditionary expenses to collect specimens. 
This data has been entered in a data base which I hold. 
Specimens collected by myself are now held in the NSW 
hebarium, from where duplicates have been sent to other 
herbaria around Australia, including Adelaide, Perth, 
Melbourne and Brisbane. A few have ended up at NE (New 
England) and Hobart and overseas at Kew. Several of these 
will be used as type specimens when I finalise my studies 
into various species. I should add that no money has been 
used for personal use or wages. An early study on using 
Grevillea as a focal cut flower plant has not produced a 
single worthwhile result. I pulled the funding after $5000 
had been expended. A paper was also produced on 
propagation for which I promised funding but this too 
was not spent when the author failed to acknowledge our 
potential contribution. 

The money raised by the voluntary efforts of Study Group 
members gradually dwindled until recently we only had 
around $20,000 in the bank. 

Now along has come a study being conducted at the 
Australian National University in Canberra in which it is 
proposed to sequence the DNA of all Grevillea species. 
This became necessary when the large study conducted 

by Austin Mast (2015) using 5 genes failed to resolve the 
genus satisfactorily although some tremendous insights 
and knowledge was gained. The new study by Marcel 
Cardillo involves over 400 nuclear genes using a process 
whereby for $25,000 99 species can be sequenced.

At this point it is worth noting that over 200 species had 
already been done and have produced a much better 
resolved tree. Much of the collecting for this and a study 
on Hakea was done between 2004 and 2013. However, 
we were missing most of the tropical Grevillea species. 
With this in mind I offered to make a collection. Ian Evans 
(Bendigo member) offered the use of his 4 WD and we set 
off. I am preparing a report on the collecting expedition 
for subsequent newsletters. However, the cost (which 
included a helicopter for a day into the Prince Regent 
Nature Reserve) cost around $13000 and has reduced our 
finances to a little under $5000. This of course is much 
greater than those of other Study Groups. However, these 
funds will constrain our future use. 

I still think we have a lot to offer. I therefore propose 
that we undertake some fund-raising. Queensland kindly 
offered $500 from their meagre raffle funds, for which I 
am deeply grateful. However, I think we could do much 
better. 

I once thought we could run a very interesting Proteaceae 
conference, plant conference and field trip in Sydney for 
which we could charge money. I would like to have input 
from Study Group members on this. Do you think we could 
get the assistance from members to run it?
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MATT HURST: 37 HEYDON AVE, WAGGA WAGGA 2650 NSW PHONE (02) 6925 1273

Please include a stamped self addressed envelope.
$1.50 + s.a.e

Grevillea aurea
Grevillea baileyana
Grevillea banksii alba prostrate
Grevillea biternata
Grevillea candelabroides
Grevillea crithmifolia
Grevillea decora
Grevillea decurrens
Grevillea eriobotrya
Grevillea eriostachya
Grevillea excelsior
Grevillea floribunda ex 
Coonabarabran
Grevillea glauca
Grevillea johnsonii (ltd) 
Grevillea juncifolia
Grevillea leucopteris
Grevillea longistyla

Grevillea magnifica
Grevillea magnifica 
ssp magnifica
Grevillea manglesii 
ssp manglesii (ltd)
Grevillea monticola
Grevillea nana 
ssp abbreviata 
Grevillea newbeyi
Grevillea nudiflora
Grevillea occidentalis
Grevillea paniculata
Grevillea paradoxa (ltd)
Grevillea pilulifera
Grevillea polybotrya
Grevillea preissii
Grevillea pteridifolia
Grevillea pulchella

Grevillea refracta
Grevillea ramosissima
Grevillea ramosissima ssp 
ramosissima
Grevillea stenobotrya
Grevillea striata (ltd)
Grevillea superba
Grevillea synapheae
Grevillea teretifolia
Grevillea tetragonoloba
Grevillea triloba
Grevillea triternata
Grevillea vestita
Grevillea wickamii 
ssp aprica
Grevillea wilsonii

Free + s.a.e

Grevillea banksii prostrate white
Grevillea banksii prostrate red
Grevillea banksii prostrate red 
ex 1770
Grevillea bracteosa
Grevillea glauca
Grevillea juncifolia
Grevillea johnsonii red flowers
Grevillea longistyla

Grevillea leucopteris
Grevillea magnifica
Grevillea ‘Moonlight’
Grevillea petrophiloides
Grevillea plurijuga
Grevillea ramosissima
Grevillea robusta
Grevillea stenobotrya

Fresh stocks of garden seed are desperately needed as most species are almost out of seed.

Can members asking for seed please give an alternative list in case some species are no longer in stock. It is preferred 
if requests are sent with a small padded post pack. It costs less to send at approx $1.50 per letter than padding an 
envelope at $2.00 each or more so the seed will survive the trip down the sorting rollers. It’s a good idea to send extra 
stamps with requests as extra postage is usually needed to be paid with almost every request. Leftover stamps would 
be sent back with your seed.

Please note: seed from hybrid 
-substitute -cultivated plants does 
not necessarily come true to type.
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Income

Subscriptions & donations 102.00

Interest 6.58

Total income $108.58

Expenditure

Newsletter publishing $270.00

Field Trip Expenses P Olde      $10,709.62

Field Trip Expenses I Evans     $3,696.39

Total expenditure $14,676.01

Bank account details

The term deposit was terminated 
on 28/6/2018 and the balance of 
18,955.99 was deposited in the 
current account.

Balance in current account 
04/11/2018
 $4,710.49

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T  O C T O B E R  2018 O F F I C E  B E A R E R S

The newsletter is now free but groups are 
encouraged to make an annual donation. Individual 
donations are always welcome. Direct deposits can 
be made into the Grevillea Study Group account.

BSB: 112-879 
Account Number: 016526630 
(St George Bank)

Please notify the Treasurer of transfer by email 
(bruce.moffatt@tpg.com.au) 

 
 1. President’s email address 
peter.olde@exemail.com.au

  
2. URL for Grevillea Study Group website 
http://anpsa.org.au/grevSG/

To be notified of the latest newsletter, email recipients must 
be registered. Please ensure your email address is registered 
and up to date and any changes are advised to Christine 
Guthrie at bruce.moffatt@tpg.com.au

D O N AT I O N S O N L I N E  C O N TA C T
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Peter Olde 
140 Russell Lane, Oakdale NSW 2570

  (02) 4659 6598

  peter.olde@exemail.com.au

TREASURER AND NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Christine Guthrie 
32 Blanche Street, Oatley NSW 2223

  (02) 9579 4093

  bruce.moffatt@tpg.com.au

CURATOR OF LIVING COLLECTION
Neil Marriott 
PO Box 107, Stawell Vic 3380

  (03) 5356 2404 or 0458 177 989

  neil@whitegumsaustralia.com

CURATOR OF ILLAWARRA GREVILLEA PARK, BULLI
Ray Brown 
29 Gwythir Avenue, Bulli NSW 2516

  (02) 4284 9216

CURATOR OF SEED BANK
Matt Hurst 
37 Heydon Ave, Wagga Wagga 2650 NSW

  (02) 6925 1273
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