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Our last newsletter for the year details the publication of 
four new species in the Grevillea triloba Group; Grevillea 
pieroniae, G. hortiorum, G. merceri and G. trichantha. You 
can expect quite a few changes and additions to this Group 
in the coming months and years. All the new species have 
been published in the NSW Herbarium Journal Telopea 
where the articles are free to download. It also details a 
change of name for G. curviloba to G. lawrenceana, a name 
that long predates the current name. This name change 
was published in Taxon by Professor David Mabberley AM.

Apart from the re-discovery of extant plants of G. arenaria 
by Chris Cheetham earlier in the year (Article in progress) a 
new species for New South Wales has come to light in the 
Madden Plains area, south of Sydney. I have submitted a 
paper naming this and a second related species. Hopefully 
the paper will be published by next newsletter. Here is a 
picture of the new species. 

The appeal for assistance in compiling the index was met 
with two offers. I am overwhelmed. The files are becoming 
too burdensome to manage and I am concluding the first 
index with this issue (Issues 1–120). The index is available 
on our ANPSA website via Brian Walters. Issue 121 et seq. 
will become Index 2. My eternal thanks to Bernie Shanahan 
who has persisted with the task from the outset. Tony 

Cavanagh has not been well and cannot continue but he 
did a remarkable job. However, thanks to new member 
Arthur Kelly, the indexing has been completed to date. The 
final touches to Index 1 will be uploaded soon after the 
issue of this current newsletter.

Regarding an article in our last newsletter on a potential 
new cultivar Grevillea ‘Red Candles’, I am informed by the 
owner Lawrie Smith that it will not go ahead. The plant has 
proved to be unhealthy and weak, not a viable commercial 
proposition. Nice flowers though!

Grevillea sp Maddens Plains

I N  T H E  W I L D

GREVILLEA JUNIPERINA SUBSP JUNIPERINA Christine Guthrie, NSW

I observed this grevillea on a NPWS site visit to three 
reserves in western Sydney. Castlereagh Nature Reserve 
was formerly a state forest, and interestingly, the majority 
of the plants I saw growing were in the old asphalt car 
park. It obviously thrives in disturbed areas with full sun. It 
was also quite prolific in Wianamatta Regional Park which 
has a history of disturbance. It was cleared for agriculture 
in the 1800s. Two munitions factories were constructed in 
the 1940s when it was an ADI site and there is a history of 
logging and sheep grazing. Windsor Downs Nature Reserve 
was managed by the Riverstone Meatworks for cattle 
grazing for over 100 years until the mid-1980s. Grevillea 
juniperina subsp. juniperina is certainly a survivor!

The NSW Scientific Committee, established by the 
Threatened Species Conservation Act, has made a Final 
Determination to list the shrub Grevillea juniperina R. Br. 
subsp. juniperina as a Vulnerable species on Schedule 2 of 
the Act. Listing is provided for by Part 2 of the Act. The 
final determination can be found here:

Grevillea juniperina subsp. juniperina (a shrub) - vulnerable 
species listing | NSW Environment, Energy and Science

Grevillea juniperina subsp juniperina

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/threatened-species/nsw-threatened-species-scientific-committee/determinations/final-determinations/2000-2003/grevillea-juniperina-subsp-juniperina-a-shrub-vulnerable-species-listing
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/threatened-species/nsw-threatened-species-scientific-committee/determinations/final-determinations/2000-2003/grevillea-juniperina-subsp-juniperina-a-shrub-vulnerable-species-listing
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GREVILLEAS AND EXTREMES OF CLIMATE Tracee Lea (Dip. Hort), NSW

Based on my observations at the three sites visited.

Generally when one thinks about plant species loss, we 
generally put it down to the effects of man, land clearing, 
habitat destruction or some other negative by-product of 
an action carried out by man. A recent visit to the Blue 
Mountains brought home to me how extremes of climate 
can also be potentially as destructive.

Three of us from the Illawarra Grevillea Park ventured 
up to the mountains in mid Spring to look for Grevilleas 
rosmarinifolia and G. sericea subsp riparia. The type form 
of G. rosmarinifolia occurs along rivers in the Hartley area 
and was only rediscovered in 1999 while G. sericea subsp 
riparia can be found along the Glenbrook Creek. I had 
last visited this area and seen these plants on the Sydney 
Grevillea Crawl in 2014.

Grevillea rosmarinifolia Hartley

Grevillea rosmarinifolia Hartley

Our first stop was the River Lett in Hartley, after a perilous 
drive along a rather rough dirt road we got out to a 
pleasantly sunny day. The path was dotted with yellow 
Donkey Orchids and blue Ajuga australis and we were 
surrounded by clouds of Caper White Butterflies. We made 
our way towards the river itself and began searching for G. 
rosmarinifolia. After a fruitless half hour where we began 
to doubt that we would find it, we realised with some 
dismay that the dead shrubs around the river floodplain 
were in fact G. rosmarinifolia. Eventually in about a 5m 
radius from the river itself we did find living plants but any 
further away from the river all plants were dead. The last 
18 months has seen one of the worst droughts in recorded 
history with this area receiving very little rain and higher 
than average temperatures. The only G. rosmarinifolias 
that had survived this drought were the ones closest to 
the river and available soil moisture. Population loss 
was estimated at least 50 % although this is a subjective 
estimate given that there has been no formal count of 
the population here. Since that visit there has been good 
rainfall over the summer so we can only hope there is 
viable seed in the existing soil seedbank that was ready to 
sprout. It will be interesting to go back in another two or 
three years to see if the population does recover.

River Lett

CONTINUED >
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We then went on to a site in Lawson to look for a nice mid 
pink form of G. sericea. While it was scattered around the 
area, flowering was not great, again perhaps due to the 
effects of drought. One shrub that was spectacular was 
Kunzea capitata, obviously a very hardy plant to be doing 
so well in such harsh conditions.

Grevillea sericea Lawson 2020

On to Glenbrook and down to Glenbrook Creek. Here 
another shock awaited us, along the banks of the creek 
where I remember scrambling over rocks to look at 
vegetation along the creek line, there was nothing. A 
substantial flood had come through the area (April 2020) 
washing all vegetation away. 

Known sites for G. sericea subsp. riparia were bare. Even on 
the ridgeline above the creek there was very little G. sericea 
in evidence, perhaps due to poor flowering in drier than 
average conditions. The car was silent as we left the area.

For me this trip brought home the effect that weather 
conditions can have on plant populations. The previously 
mentioned drought has been one of the worst in history 
followed by a period of heavy rain causing major flooding, 
both having significant impact of these two species. Only 
time will tell if enough seed is present in the seedbanks 
at each site to germinate and repopulate the areas either 
in situ or further downstream if seed has been washed 
away. This also emphasises the importance of holding 
plant material in botanic gardens and perhaps even home 
gardens so that if necessary, plants can be propagated and 
returned to their natural environment.

RESEARCHING GREVILLEA PARVIFLORA IN THE HUNTER  Kevin Stokes, NSW

This is a photo of Grevillea parviflora in the Cessnock area 
which includes the Werakata National Park. It is growing 
with Melaleuca thymifolia and Persoonia linearis in both 
situations. It is a delightful pink-flowered form that root-
suckers. Other plants in the Hunter have white flowers. 
I also enclose some information by way of pictures of 
interpretive signage of habitat in which G. parviflora 
grows, especially Kurri Sand Swamp woodland and Lower 
Hunter Spotted Gum–Ironbark Woodland. It gives a good 
idea how to categorise the ecological habitats.

Grevillea parviflora – Photo by Kevin Stokes

Here are some online details:

Spotted Gum Ironbark forest details - 
https://werakata.org.au/SGI.html

A flora list of Werakata National Park might also be useful.

Werakata flora list - 
https://www.werakata.org.au/Flora_List.html

Habitat G parviflora – Photo by Kevin Stokes

https://werakata.org.au/SGI.html
https://www.werakata.org.au/Flora_List.html
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GREVILLEA LAWRENCEANA, AN EARLIER NAME REPLACES GREVILLEA CURVILOBA Peter Olde, NSW

Hot off the press! A new name for Grevillea curviloba. I can 
see how excited you all are for another change of name! For 
many years (prior to 1986) this species was misidentified 
as Grevillea biternata and widely sold in the nursery trade. 
In the first ever book dedicated to Grevillea, Don Burke 
used that name to describe it. You still see it sold under 
this name. It takes years to correct these mistakes in the 
nursery trade! But that is another issue.

Grevillea lawrenceana syn curviloba ssp. curviloba

In 1986 Don McGillivray pointed out that G. biternata was 
a name incorrectly applied to an undescribed species. 
He named it G. curviloba. The type of that name closely 
resembles G. vestita and was included in that species by 
Meisner (1845) as G. vestita var. angustata. Effectively, 
McGillivray raised the variety G. vestita var. angustata 
to species rank and gave it a new name. The epithet he 
used was more reflective of a plant in cultivation than the 
type specimen which does not noticeably have curved leaf 
lobes. Eventually, Olde and Marriott (1993) realised there 
were two taxa and named the second, cultivated plant as G. 
curviloba subsp. incurva (unwisely it turns out for reasons 
you will see later). It would have been better to treat it 
as a separate species because the two subspecies (subsp. 
curviloba and subsp. incurva) look totally different in gross 
morphology and even in other ways not appreciated at 
the time. For example, subsp. curviloba is rhizomatous. It 
regenerates from root suckers after fire or disturbance. 
Subsp. incurva is seed-obligate. It is killed by fire and 
regenerates from seed. 

In a recent paper aimed at addressing the concerns of field 
workers unable to identify the subspecies because of a 
large hybrid swarm (subsp. curviloba x subsp. incurva) that 
has taken over most of the former distribution, Keighery et 
al. (2020) have persuaded the WA herbarium to discard the 

subspecies and simply recognise the hybrid swarm and the 
two species as one polymorphic species G. curviloba. They 
mistakenly argued from the point of view that the hybrid 
swarms (the parentage is presumed not proved) are part 
of the natural variation. Had G. curviloba subsp. incurva 
been recognised as a species, they would have not been 
able to achieve that outcome so easily. The hybrid swarm 
exists most obviously along the rail corridor between 
Muchea and Badgingarra. It is a vigorous root-suckering 
plant rapidly taking over the whole area. Subsp. incurva is 
increasingly being reduced in its distribution and becoming 
increasingly hard to locate, although I found scattered 
plants in the Muchea suburban area and Keighery et al. 
also report a small population. It has been grown in the 
eastern states for decades. Hopefully I can persuade the 
W.A. herbarium to revise their decision when I raise subsp. 
incurva to species rank, as I intend to do. 

On another matter, Professor David Mabberley AM, 
a botanist, researcher and nomenclaturist, who loves 
pouring through 19th century horticultural magazines and 
catalogues from Europe, has come upon a description of 
Grevillea lawrenceana by a botanist not well known to 
Proteaceae enthusiasts. Not only that the description has 
been validly connected to G. curviloba, through G. vestita 
var, angustata, and therefore G. curviloba is reduced to 
synonymy. Mabberley has published the new priority 
combination online (see reference). Julius Bosse published 
the valid description in 1854.

Julius Friedrich Wilhelm Bosse (1788–1864) was the only 
son of court gardener Carl Ferdinand Bosse (1755– 1793), 
succeeded by his brother, Julius’s uncle (and step-father), 
Christian Ludwig Bosse (1771–1832), in his role at the 
Schlossgarten Oldenburg (now in Lower Saxony), Germany. 
Julius was trained as a horticultural apprentice in the 
Royal Botanic Garden in Berlin under Christoph Otto and 
attended botany classes given there by Carl Willdenow. 
After working in other German gardens, he returned to 
Oldenburg following the end of the French occupation 
in 1814 and took on his stepfather’s position. The French 
had severely damaged the gardens, which Bosse restored 
in the English style, and which persists today. Every year 
from 1825 Bosse travelled widely in northern Europe, 
including Russia and Britain. He remained “Hofgärtner” in 
Oldenburg until 1856. 

Bosse wrote a number of botanico-horticultural papers 
in German and British periodicals, but his masterwork 
was the very comprehensive Vollständiges Handbuch 
der Blumengärt-nerei. Bosse’s book went through three 
editions: 1829; 1840–1854 (five volumes); 1859–1861 
(three volumes). 

CONTINUED >
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Popular versions were condensed in a single volume. 
Bosse’s book has, among many other things, helpful tips 
on the pronunciation of names commemorating people, in 
particular those named after British figures. 

By 1856, horticulturists in England had long been familiar 
with Manglesia lawrenceana Hort. and it was listed by 
Hugh Low for sale in 1841. The name was coined in 1839, 
its year of introduction according to Donn (1845) but 
presumably after Endlicher published the name Manglesia 
(also 1839). It was likely introduced to horticulture from 
seed collected by James Drummond and sent to Hugh Low 
in 1838. In truth, we do not know for certain how the seed 
got into cultivation or who sent it. 

The type specimen (Drummond 1.622) was collected 1841, 
received in Europe 1843, and postdates the earliest known 
cultivated plants and the first catalogue listing (Low 1841).  
It was named apparently by the nurseryman Hugh Low 
after Mrs Lawrence, who was probably a good customer 
and may have been instrumental in its earliest cultivation, 
supposition for there is no solid evidence that she ever 
cultivated it.

Technical details
* Grevillea lawrenceana Bosse, Vollst. Handb. Bl.-Gärtn., ed. 2, 
5: 202. 1854 (Proteaceae) – Neotype (designated by P.M. Olde): 
Australia. Western Australia, 2 km N of Bullsbrook, 9 Sep 1986, 
P.M. Olde 86/283 (NSW barcode NSW279546!). 

=Grevillea vestita var. angustata Meisn. in Lehmann, Pl. 
Preiss. 1: 549. 1845 ≡ Grevillea curviloba McGill., New Names 
Grevillea: 4. 1986 – Lectotype (designated by McGillivray & 
Makinson, Grevillea: 412. 1993): Australia. Western Australia, 

“Swan-River”, 1839, J. Drummond s.n. (G-DC barcode 
G00327728!; isolecto- type: CGE barcode 13287!), syn. nov. 

– “Manglesia lawrenceana Low” in Gard. Chron. [1]: 394. 1841, 
nom. nud.; Heynh., Alph. Aufz. Gew.: 385. 1846, nom. nud. – 
“Grevillea lawrenceana P.N.Don” in Donn, Hortus. Cantabrig., 
ed. 13: 65. 1845, nom. nud. 

– “Grevillea lawrenceana Hort. Angl. ex Heynh.”, Alph. Aufz. 
Gew.: 274. 1846, nom. nud.
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LOUISA LAWRENCE, NÉE SENIOR FHS (1803–1855) Peter Olde, NSW

Louisa Trevor Senior was born and raised on London’s 
outskirts near Aylesbury. Her middle name ‘Trevor’ was 
that of her mother’s surname. Her father was a moderately 
wealthy haberdasher in Berkeley Square, and, like his 
daughter, was apparently socially ambitious. At the age of 
25, Louisa married William Lawrence (1783–1867) in 1828. 
Lawrence was an older man (45) but upwardly mobile and 
wealthy through his profession as a surgeon. They had 5 
children during the course of their marriage, even though 
her husband lived mainly in London. Louisa lived at this 
time 11 km from London, in Drayton Green, a suburban 
villa with about 28 acres of land, about two acres of which 
she crammed full of plants and ornaments. The property 
was described in detail by Loudon (1838). It is interesting 
to note that she employed 6 gardeners in the summer with 
one or two women to collect insects and leaves, and three 
gardeners in winter. She had 992 species and varieties 
of Botany Bay, China and Cape shrubs, 227 species and 
varieties of stove Orchideae, 500 varieties of garden roses, 
creepers and standards, thousands of plants in all etc. She 

designed the gardens herself and there is no doubt she had 
expensive tastes in ornaments and structures. It seems her 
husband did not share the same interests in garden plants.

John Lindley (1836) noted her methods of dealing with 
climbing plants: ‘a pretty mode of managing such plants is 
that, practised in the garden of Mrs Lawrence, of twining 
the stems round and round to stakes fixed into the sides 
of the pot, so that the plant is compelled to grow round 
itself. The result of this is the collection into the compass 
of a bush of hundreds or clusters of flowers, which would 
otherwise be scattered over the roof or a greenhouse, and 
too far removed from the eye to enable the beautiful form 
and colour to be seen.’

Mrs Lawrence, by which name she was nearly always 
known, achieved a degree of social fame for her orchid 
and plant collections and her ornamented gardens, but 
from 1838 she relocated to Ealing Park, Middlesex. The 
garden at Ealing Park was described by Faulkner (1845) 
and Pevsner (1951). It contained 15 plant houses some of 

CONTINUED >
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which housed her collection of ‘hard-rooted plants from 
New Zealand, and from Australia’. 

It is presumed that she was involved there in the 
introduction in 1839 (fide Donn 1845) of the eponymous 
Manglesia lawrenceana Hort. Angl. to cultivation. The 
unpublished name gained horticultural currency. It was 
first listed for sale by Low (1841) who had purchased 
Mackay’s nursery, famous for its introductions of 
Australian plants collected by William Baxter along the 
south coast of Western Australia. It was listed for sale by A 
& N. Baumann, Upper Rhine, France in their 1843 Autumn 
catalogue. It was described formally by Meisner (1845: 
549) as Grevillea vestita var. angustata. Lindley (1841) also 
described the orchid Brassia lawrenceana in her honour. 

Mrs Lawrence regularly exhibited at events run by 
the Royal Horticultural Society, London, either on her 
own account or through her gardener, Mr. R. Butcher. 
According to Loudon, she had won over 53 medals up to 
1838. References to plants in her garden between 1838 
and 1843 are numerous and listed in the Proceedings of 
the Horticultural Society. I have also listed references to 
her plants in Paxton’s Magazine of Botany, Samuel Curtis’ 
Botanical Magazine and Sydenham Edwards’ Botanical 
Register but I am sure there are many others. William 
Hooker dedicated the whole of Volume 68 (1842) of 
Curtis’Botanical Magazine to her. Jane Loudon (1858 also 
dedicated her book ‘The Ladies’ Companion to the Flower 
Garden’ to her. It would be good to get a complete list 
and especially evidence for the cultivation of Grevillea 
lawrenceana by her. The garden at Ealing Park became 
famous and within a very short time was visited by royalty 
including Queen Victoria, and other ‘important’ socialites 
of the day. She was the first to flower the Burmese species 
Amherstia nobilis for which she was jealously admired.

Her death was recorded by Lindley (Gard. Chron. Aug 18 
1855: 548): ‘We announce with much regret the death of 
Mrs Lawrence, of Ealing Park, whose name has so long 
been honourably associated with the progress of modern 
gardening; and who for many years stood almost without 
a rival at the great floral exhibitions at Chiswick. The sad 
event occurred suddenly at midnight on the 14th inst.’

I was shocked to find that just three weeks after her 
death notices of two sales by auction were placed in the 
Agricultural Gazette (Gard. Chron. Sep 8 1855: 607) at 
which every plant she owned was up for sale. 

Orchids 
Mr J.C. Stevens is favoured with instructions to sell by 
Auction at his Great Room, 38 King Street, Covent Garden 
on Tuesday September 18, and following day, at 1 o’clock 
precisely, the valuable collection of Orchids removed 
from Ealing Park; comprising fine healthy specimens of 
the rarest Saccolabiums, Vandas, Aerides, Phalaeonopsis, 
Dendrobiums, Cypripediums, Cattleyas, and other choice 

South American and East Indian species, cultivated in the 
best possible manner by Richard Franklin. May be viewed 
on the morning of sale and catalogues had of Mr. J.C. 
Stevens, 38 King Street, Covent Garden.

Ealing Park
The late Mrs Lawrence’s renowned collection of plants.

Mr J.C. Stevens is favoured with instructions to sell 
by Auction at the gardens of Ealing Park, on Thursday 
September 20 and two following days at 1 o’clock 
precisely, the whole of the plants contained in the 15 
stoves and greenhouses at Ealing Park, comprising 
about 1200 specimens of the choicest Exotics, Heaths, 
Camellias, Azaleas etc. This unrivalled collection is in the 
best condition, the cultivation having been for some years 
past under the able superintendence of Mr William May, 
whose ability as a grower of specimen plants is proverbial. 
Catalogues (which are preparing) will be ready about 10 
days before the sale and may be had of Mr. J.C. Stevens, 
38 King Street, Covent Garden. (Four stamps if prepaid). 

Mrs Lawrence
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FOUR NEW SPECIES DESCRIBED Peter Olde, NSW

Towards the end of 2020 a new species in the Grevillea 
Triloba Group (Group One of Olde & Marriott, was described. 
Grevillea pieroniae was named after Margaret Pieroni, the 
botanical artist, who now lives in Denmark, W.A. Margaret 
not only provided illustrations of the new species for 
publication but also collected botanical specimens to assist 
in the description. G. pieroniae is a rare species endemic to 
the Stirling Ranges, Western Australia. G. pieroniae was first 
brought under notice by Don McGillivray who collected it 
in Western Australia in company with Alex George in 1976. 
It is related to Grevillea anethifolia s.l., a transcontinental 
species as currently circumscribed. In 1993, p. 186 
McGillivray and Makinson treated it as Grevillea ‘Section 
Manglesia’ unassignable to species ‘x’ stating its affinities 
were with G. anethifolia. Following this I made several 
trips to the Stirling Range, collected and observed it and 
extended its range and finally spent time analysing it and 
all the specimens associated with G. anethifolia in Western 
Australia. No mean feat and very time consuming.

Grevillea pieroniae

G. pieroniae differs from G. anethifolia in numerous ways: 
its branchlets with glabrous ribs, the basal internode of 
its leaves often alate (winged) and shorter, reduced in 
length when subtending axillary growth; the ultimate leaf 
lobes wider (1.5–1.8 mm wide), the lamina exposed at the 
sinuses on the abaxial surface, the conflorescences sessile, 
mostly axillary, the buds up to 6 mm wide with arrested 
development, the floral rachises densely tomentose, the 
common bracts 2.5–4 mm long, 1.8–4 mm wide, both wider 
and longer, the nectary obscure, the fruits obscurely rugose. 
On the other hand G. anethifolia has smooth branchlets 
densely covered with an appressed indumentum of short 
hairs, leaves with the basal internode narrow-linear, not 
winged and remains consistently the same length under all 

conditions, has narrow leaf lobes < 1 mm wide and tightly 
revolute margins, terminal, branched conflorescences, 
buds with small bracts not arrested in development but 
proceeding continuously to development, a prominent 
nectary, and distinctly rough fruits.

G. pieroniae has proved hardy in cultivation and enthusiasts 
will enjoy growing the new species for its capacity to attract 
native bees and other insects. The flowers are lightly 
perfumed.

Fred Hort

The second species described was Grevillea hortiorum, 
named for enthusiastic botanical collectors and 
photographers Fred and Jean Hort. They have an amazing 
page on Flicker that is well worth visiting. https://www.flickr.
com/photos/jean_hort. Fred Hort discovered this species 
several decades ago and it has been known by the Western 
Australian Herbarium as Grevillea sp. Gunapin. It appears 
to be related to G. acrobotrya and like G. trichantha (see 
below) has some anomalous characteristics. For example, 
all except one collection, have glabrous glaucous branchlets. 
A specimen with densely hairy branches growing with 
others is notionally outside the circumscription. I went to 
examine this plant but the whole roadside patch had been 
destroyed by road widening. 

CONTINUED >
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Grevillea hortiorum

There is, among taxonomists and environmentalists widely 
now, a condition that I call ‘environmental depression’ 
which is affecting all workers, both professional and 
amateur. The world is changing so rapidly for many reasons 
but mainly human ignorance. One day you can be working 
with plants in the field, roadsides for example, the only 
remaining habitat for some plants, but subject to weed 
invasion, clearing, overspraying, soil dumping. Then there 
is agriculture, mining, exploration. You name it but when 
populations of plants get destroyed, workers in the field 
get very deeply saddened.

Fortunately for G. hortiorum, (I collected the hairy one even 
though it was dead) but the species is very much still with us 
and may not even be endangered. It is conserved in many 
places in Eucalyptus wandoo forest and new populations 
are being discovered in places far from human influence 
(miners are not human are they?) Apparently the hairy one 
is a genetic mutant or hybrid. What else can you say?

Grevillea hortiorum is similar to G. acrobotrya Meisn., but 
differs in its leaves unimorphic, deeply dissected with the 
leaf under-surface enclosed by margins, not dimorphic 
with basal vegetative leaves obovate-cuneate and the 
under-surface exposed; its common bracts longer (1–1.2 
mm vs 0.5–0.9 mm), its floral rachises longer (15–17 mm 
vs 9–13 mm long), its pedicels longer (11–12.5 vs 5–9 mm 
long); its more conspicuous stylar dilation; its pollen-
presenter wider at base than the style-end vs fusiform. 

As far as I know, G. hortiorum is not yet in cultivation. 

Grevillea merceri was first collected by the late Ken 
Newbey who spent his retirement with wife Brenda 
collecting plants for the WA herbarium. They used to set up 
shop in a caravan and collect everything in a radius around 
the van. Ken’s location was pretty vague, Boat Harbour. 
There is more than one Boat Harbour on the south coast 
of Western Australia. McGillivray and Makinson (1993: 

187) treated the specimen as ‘unassignable to species’ but 
with possible affinity to G. paniculata Meisn., a species 
very broadly conceptualised in their work. Revision and 
a more restricted delimitation of G. paniculata by Olde 
& Marriott (1994, 1995) clarified the major difference 
between the species. For a start, G. merceri has smooth 
fruits whereas G. paniculata has sharply rugose fruits 
with high-walled ridges and points. The search to find 
it was on. I spent a whole week with Neil Marriott in an 
extended unsuccessful search. Subsequently Jack Mercer, 
while doing a plant survey, submitted a specimen to the 
WA herbarium and we began to close in on it. Neil and 
Wendy Marriott contacted Jack and he led them to it, in 
what turned out to be a very unusual habitat. Mercer’s 
specimen was gathered on spongolite terraces, a porous 
stone made from fossilised sponges embedded with silica 
that formed probably during the Eocene when sea levels 
were much higher and sponges lived in the warm shallow 
sea. Subsequently, the species came to light in several 
other locations not associated with spongolite. 

G. merceri is related possibly to Grevillea paniculata 
Meisn. but has broader, wide-spreading leaf lobes and 
the undersurface slightly exposed (not tightly enclosed 
by margins including at the sinuses), an obscure nectary, 
a truncate- conical to cylindrical pollen-presenter, and 
smooth fruits. G. paniculata has a conspicuous nectary 
and a conical pollen-presenter.

Grevillea merceri

CONTINUED >
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G. merceri is being cultivated in eastern Australia by a few 
dedicated die-hards and seems to be easy to grow and 
adaptable. 

The most recent species named was Grevillea trichantha. I 
discovered this species while driving along the Marchagee 
Track in early August 2001. It had hairy flowers and at that 
time only two species, G. erinacea and G. metamorpha 
had been described with similar floral characters. Few 
people had ever heard about the latter species until 
2001. (It occurs on private land on the western side of the 
Brand Highway and was only identified after the owners 
contacted the WA herbarium and Mike Hislop went up and 
checked it out). I determined to see it that year (2001) and 
later in the same month of August, I, Keith Alcock and Neil 
Marriott returned to the site of my discovery and visited 
G. metamorpha as well which grows not too far away. We 
immediately realised that G. trichantha was different. For 
a start it was a low-growing root-suckering plant whereas 
G. metamorpha is a rangy, seed-obligate species. The 
problem was that we also found another identical plant 
at the site of G. trichantha that had glabrous flowers. Was 
it yet another species or simply a genetic mutant. At first, 
I decided it must be a new species. Hair on flowers in this 
group is a strong defining character. For years I revisited 
the area, extending the range up to 1 km from the original 
site in the process. Eventually I decided to go with the 
genetic theory and treat the glabrous-flowered plant as a 
plant prematurely shedding its hairs for reasons unknown. 

G. trichantha is a reasonably rare species, a road-verge 
species subject to all the vicissitudes of passing traffic, 
road widening, weed infestation. It grows only c. 30 cm 
tall, although I saw a few plants up to 1 m high. It is a 
rhizomatous species but not aggressively so as plants in 
cultivation do not readily exhibit the characteristic. It is a 
hardy species. Perhaps all the species in Group 1 are easy 
to grow on their own roots and do not need grafting. 

Grevillea trichantha Marchagee track Coomallo NR

Grevillea trichantha is most similar to Grevillea 
metamorpha Makinson but differs in its low-growing (v. 
spindly, erect) habit of growth and rhizomatous generative 
(v. seed-obligate) habit; mature leaves generally smaller, 
0.5–1.5(–1.8) cm long, usually tripartite with lateral lobes 
(v. 1.4–2.4 cm long, obovate-cuneate and apically dentate); 
stylar dilation ovoid, abruptly widened to c. 0.5 mm above 
a narrow constriction zone (v. stylar dilation very narrowly 
ovoid, scarcely swollen, to 0.3 mm wide); pollen-presenter 
bulbous-conical with convex sides (v. pollen-presenter 
subfusiform, narrowly truncate-conical to subcylindrical 
with straight sides). 
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VALE BETTY RYMER (1922–2021) Ian Cox, NSW

Betty was born on 30 April 1922 on the outskirts of London, 
where she grew up as an only child. She completed a double 
degree in teaching and biology after the second world war, 
and taught biology in London. In 1959 Betty married Eric 
Rymer, and in 1960 they moved to Australia, whereupon 
Betty fell in love with our native flora. Henceforth her 
life was spent discovering and learning about it, and in 
teaching others about it. 

Around 1975, Betty and Eric joined the strong Sutherland 
Group of SGAP, and in 1982 and 1983 Betty assisted Peter 
Olde with the displays at the SGAP Wildflower Exhibitions 
at Peakhurst High School. The 1984 Sydney Wildflower 
Exhibition at Castle Hill Showground under Betty’s 
management was extremely successful. Over 13,000 
people went through the gates, probably helped by the 
attendance of media personalities Alan Seale, and Graham 
and Sandra Ross. Profit from the show was $25,664 – an 
amazing result! 

Betty was one of the earliest members of the Grevillea 
Study Group, and regularly attended meetings and field 
trips. She assisted with the first and later plant sales and 
exhibitions organised by the Grevillea Study Group at 
Mt Annan Botanic Garden, signing the attendance book 
there with Eric and 24 others on the 23 July 1995 at a 
Study Group outing. She and Eric also made their home 
at Kenthurst available for meetings. Betty was keen about 
all Australian plants, and was always at the forefront in 
advancing knowledge about them. She did not suffer fools, 
and could be quite sharp with anyone not pulling their 
weight, but her heart was in the right place.

Grevillea trichantha Marchagee track Coomallo NR

Betty passed away after a short stay in a nursing home 
at the grand age of almost 99 on 3 April 2021. She will 
be remembered as a passionate scientist, researcher, 
gardener, teacher, writer, and supporter of native plants. 
She was an inspiration, and will be fondly remembered 
and greatly missed!

Grevillea trichantha Marchagee track Coomallo NR
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IDENTIFICATION PLEASE Koji Miyazaki, Japan

We have a big argument with identification of Grevillea 
in Japan. I am wondering whether the attached photo is 
Grevillea ‘Robyn Gordon’ or G. ‘Coconut Ice’? Someone 
says it is G. ‘Robyn Gordon’, the other one says it’s G. 
‘Coconut Ice’. These two hybrids look very similar to us. 
Please tell me the answer for this Grevillea and give me 
a hint to identify the similar Grevilleas above, if possible.

Grevillea ‘Robyn Gordon’

From Peter Olde
The photo you sent appears to be Grevillea ‘Coconut Ice’ 
which has paler flowers than G. ‘Robyn Gordon’. The two 
cultivars are very similar and difficult to separate especially 
if G. ‘Robyn Gordon’ has been growing in shade. You need 
to see them growing together in the same conditions 
and then the flower colour becomes evident. G. ‘Robyn 
Gordon’ has redder flowers. See photo attached.

The following reference is also useful if you can get hold 
of this journal. I have a copy and will photograph the 
relevant pages, Hodge MW (2002) Robyn Gordon Grevillea 
complex. Australian Plants 21(173): 383–385.

Unidentified Grevillea growing in Japan

From Koji: Further identification please
Thank you for the specific advice about Grevillea 
identification last time. I’m sorry I was late to say thank 
you. This time, I’m stuck again with pink flower Grevilleas. 
The Grevillea in the photos was sold by the name of G. 
`Sylvia’, but I felt it was something different from G. ̀ Sylvia’ 
with this plant. As far as I remember, the flower colour 
of G.’ Sylvia’ should be deeper pink. This photo shows a 
paler pink colour. I presume that it would be G. `Coastal 
Prestige’. Is that wrong ? One of the parents of G. ‘Coastal 
Prestigè  is G. `Sylvia’, right? That may be the reason both 
of those Grevilleas are so similar. Pink colour Grevilleas are 
so difficult to identify for me. If possible, I would like you 
to give me a clue with this difficult issue. I’m really looking 
forward to hearing from you again.

Unknown Pink Grevillea

From Peter Olde
I am not sure where or how you obtained this Grevillea. 
Did you buy it? Things to help in identification:
• How long is the inflorescence?
• Measure the pistil
• Are the hairs on the perianth glandular i.e sticky?
• How long and wide are the leaves?
• How many leaf lobes, (eg 7–12)?
• width of leaf lobes (eg 3–5 mm)
• Is the division of leaves primary only or is there 

secondary division?
• Colour of the branchlets

We eliminate and then we have one or only a few left. My 
feeling, looking at the photo, is that this is Grevillea ‘Bulli 
Beauty’. The colour of the perianth is wrong. It should 
be pink. Maybe it is a seedling and has no cultivar name. 
Where is it growing?
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GREVILLEA SCORTECHINII SUBSP. SCORTECHINII Ross Reddick, Qld

Jan, Denis, my wife and I recently revisited the same site 
as we did (?) years ago, of the Grevillea scortechinii subsp. 
scortechinii, on Thulimbah School Road at Thulimbah, in the 
Granite belt.

I am delighted to report the specimens on the western 
side of the road are alive and well and have not suffered 
disturbance. Flowering had finished though! The specimens 
on the eastern side of the road however have suffered from 
the laying of a water pipe some 1-1.5m deep along several 
rural acreage frontages, but Black Grevillea regrowth is 
already occurring on that roadside verge. The Southern 
Downs Regional Council has erected a ‘Significant Roadside 
Conservation Area’ sign since the ‘alleged’ destruction, so 
all is not lost!

SDRC road sign

Response from Liz Bourne, ‘Stanthorpe Rare 
Wildflower Consortium’
Thanks for your group’s interest in our black grevillea. We 
were out there yesterday with some members of the Dept 
of Environment and Science’s Endangered Species Unit as 
we were giving them a quick tour of the Granite Belt to 
show them some of our threatened species. Despite the 
significant loss of plants from illegal clearing for a water 
pipeline, the rest of the plants along School Road are looking 
very healthy after some good rain earlier in the year. We’ve 
also been doing some weeding around them to reduce 
competition from love grass. We are still waiting on whether 
the government is going to be able to lodge prosecution 
action in relation to the pipeline construction but we also 
noted some seedlings emerging in the disturbed area.

Thulimbah Rd W side

One of the reasons we had the DES officers along is that we 
are looking at whether we would be allowed to propagate 
and translocate these critically endangered species to get 
them into more secure locations as they are currently only 
found along roadsides, the railway line and on various private 
properties. We’ve identified some potential locations for 
this but need the Department’s agreement before we can 
proceed.

Water pipe Thulimbah Rd E side

Those “Significant Roadside Conservation Area” signs 
were originally erected by the Council back in 2010 but 
they became very faded so have been recently replaced. 
However, they have not proved very successful in limiting 
Council activity such as slashing so we have endeavoured 
to use other strategies and constant communication with 
them. Ergon is very proactive and Telstra doesn’t seem 
to bother with clearing under their lines anymore so they 
currently aren’t a problem.

We know very little about this species ecological 
requirements so asked the Department to see if they could 
interest any post-graduate students in this. if your group 
knows of any potential students, we’d be happy to discuss 
possible study areas with them.

We put in a detailed nomination in 2019 to get the 
conservation status of the grevillea lifted from “vulnerable” 
and the Department decided it should now be classified as 
“critically endangered” on the basis of the information in our 
nomination and this was gazetted in August last year. The 
nomination has been passed on to the Federal Environment 
Department where it is slowly wandering through their 
system and the grevillea may be listed by April next year.
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GREVILLEA ROBUSTA IN KUNMING

I enjoyed reading Greg Moore’s mention of Grevillea 
robusta (in NL 119) and can confirm that it does indeed 
line streets of some of China’s cities. It is particularly 
impressive in Kunming where the flowers and foliage 
are so far above the street, I had trouble identifying it. If 
it hadn’t been for the golden flowers five storeys high, I 
couldn’t have been sure. There is some French influence 
here with avenues of impressive trees planted many 
years ago. In Timor they grow G. robusta for fodder for 
their small brown cattle. The locals climb the tree and 
cut off branches for them. Stubs about 20cm long are 
left to make it easy to climb the trees.

Margaret Lee, Journal Editor, 
Australian Plants Society (SA Region) Inc.

Grevillea robusta in Kunming

WHAT’S CAUSING LEAF CURL?

My name is Karyn, I maintain a lady’s native garden in 
Mudgeeraba, Gold Coast. She asked why leaves on her 
newly planted Grevilleas are curling? I would love to 
know, have you any idea the reason for this happening, 
I thought perhaps mite damage.

From Peter Olde

Hi Karyn, 
I think you are correct although it might be something 
attacking the roots. I suggest a spray of the foliage 
with olive oil or even coca cola. Treat the roots with 
Confidor tablets. There is a chance the plant will grow 
out of it without any treatment also. Best of luck.

Grevillea Sandra Gordon leaf curl
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SOME GREVILLEAS AT MY WORKPLACE James Indsto, NSW

I work at FASS at Lidcombe (Forensic and Analytical Science 
Service). Gardens are not a high priority here. I planted 
some Grevilleas at my workplace in a spot that had been 
neglected for years. At Lidcombe in Sydney the soil is mostly 
quite heavy clay. In places the subsoil is at the surface and 
is the sort of clay that sticks to your feet in big clods if 
you dig in wet conditions. The site is open with lots of sun 
and wind. The Grevilleas are happy in these conditions and 
seem to enjoy the wind. They look nicer than my plants 
grown at home in more protected conditions. All of these 
plants were grafted about November 2019 and planted 
out in May 2020. Photos are from January 2021. 

The Grevilleas planted at Lidcombe are:

G. ‘Billy Bonkers’ - these flowered very well in spring and 
will look even better next year

Grevillea ‘Billy Bonkers’

G. ‘Long John’ - this one is over 1.5m tall and needs room 
as plants can reach more than 6m

Grevillea ‘Long John’

G. ‘Orange Wow’ - rampant spreading growth. Reaches up 
to 3m across (Peter tells me this mostly flowers in autumn, 
so something to look forward to!). My original plant of G. 
‘Orange Wow’ didn’t thrive at my home in Pennant Hills in 
heavy loam soil.

Grevillea ‘Orange Wow’

G. stenomera - lovely silver foliage, very thick and obviously 
happy

Grevillea stenomera

P R O PA G AT I O N

CONTINUED >



NEWSLE T TER NO.  120 –  OC TOBER 2021 18

S E C T I O NP R O PA G AT I O N

G. thyrsoides ssp. pustulata - attractive stiff grey foliage. It 
is powering along and looking nice and bushy here.

Grevillea thyrsoides ssp. pustulata

Grevillea thyrsoides ssp. pustulata

The G. ‘Long John’, G. stenomera and G. thyrsoides 
ssp. pustulata are all directly grafted to G. robusta. This 
rootstock is tolerant of clay soil, which is just as well as clay 
is what they get! After a while a sucker of G. banksii (or at 
least that’s what it looked like) shot up near G. ‘Orange 
Wow’ so I propagated it. I tried using this as an intergraft 
between the G. robusta stock with the G. ‘Orange Wow’ 
and also G. ‘Billy Bonkers’. Both of these are powering 
away in their new home.

The grafting method I use is a side veneer graft (see article 
in Newsletter No. 117). To do an intergraft, I attach my 
interstock using a side veneer graft and leave this 3-4 
weeks and then graft on to this with a side veneer graft 
of the final scion variety. I find it quite quick and easy. 
The success rate is good. The interstock is no more than 
a sliver of wood 1-2mm thick between the scion and G. 
robusta stock. The graft union is about 3cm long between 
scion and stock, which may help plants off to good start. 
I am thinking of grafting with an even longer graft union 
of about 5cm+ in some cases. I suspect this may help 
make intergrafts even more successful. The advantage of 
this method is I can do grafting out in the garden in my 
little nursery corner with no special protection. When the 
budding tape is removed and the stock cut back it is wise 
to put plants in a protected spot away from midday sun 
until the first flush of growth forms and firms up, especially 
in a summer season with 40C+ hot days. In my garden 
in Sydney, I can graft between November and March. A 
nurseryman might consider this a restricted season but it 
works fine for me. 

I have limited Silky Oak stocks at present and have a few 
varieties parked on a G. ‘Coconut Ice’. I have had success 
grafting Peter’s G. ‘Canning Gold’, but sadly not the G. 
‘Canning Classic’. I recall in early spring the spring flush had 
not yet formed to any degree. From now on the firmed up 
spring and summer growth is much more suitable.

G. ‘Orange Wow’ and G. ‘Billy Bonkers’ are varieties bred by 
Richard Tomkin of Changers Green Nursery in Queensland. 
I am looking to trying more of his varieties. 
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FERTILISING WITH LIQUID Peter Olde, NSW

Some of the benefits of fertilising with liquid fertilisers 
include improved crop response from accuracy and 
availability of nutrients. Soil testing services can ensure that 
your plants receive exactly what is needed. Convenience, 
support, uniformity and fast-acting growth are other 
benefits. There are a number of manufacturers including 
Neutrog, Eco, Yates’ Thrive, Seasol, and Nitrosol. Seasol is 
sold in containers up to 1000L for c. $5000 for large-scale 
requirements. Disadvantages include the need to reapply 
regularly, the potential of run-off into waterways and the 
requirement to mix according to instructions.

I was recently in contact with GSG member Brian Weir who 
advised me on one of his growing methods, ‘Every month 
from August to December I dunk my potted 30 cm pots with 
Grevillea robusta rootstock in a bucket of Thrive. This has 
the effect of inducing rapid healthy growth which I can use 
to successfully graft my standards in January–February’. 

Pot dunked in liquid Thrive

I decided that this was such good advice that I grabbed a 
partly unused packet of Thrive lying around the garage. I 
intended to dissolve it at the recommended rate in order to 
emulate and test Brian’s method. This was when I noticed 
that the Phosphorus (P) rating was 5% which would normally 
be too high for Proteaceae. I made further enquiries from 
Dr Laurie McGowan, retired principal of Richmond TAFE in 
New South Wales who replied:

‘The solid Thrive is N 25%, P 5%, K 8.8% and has a retail price 
of $9.56 for 500g. These ratios are roughly the same as “ 
All-Purpose Thrive “ in the liquid form at 1/3 of the cost. The 
liquid “Indoor Thrive “ has 1/2 the concentration of P with 
respect to the other two products. At 2.7% P this may make 
it less of a threat to the proteas.’

Laurie also stated that dunking was a very good method 
to introduce fertiliser nutrients to the pot because these 
fertilisers are designed for the dissolved minerals to very 
rapidly cling to organic matter. Thus, if the product is 
introduced to the top of the pot, nutrients rapidly cling to 
the roots in the upper part of the pot. Dunking allows the 
nutrients to adhere to all the roots, especially those at the 
bottom.

Although Grevillea robusta reportedly has a higher tolerance 
to P than most grevilleas, I again contacted Brian to find out 
the rating on his product. Brian replied that the rating on 
his product is P 5%, K 8.8%. It would seem then that the 
method is worth trialing. However, I would not use Thrive 
for other Grevillea species unless it had the lower P rating. 
There are plenty of others to choose from. 

THE POTASSIUM MYTH Peter Olde, NSW

After my discussion on Liquid Fertilisers, I turn to the age-
old question about how to stimulate flowering in grevilleas 
or native plants generally. An article to which I was directed 
by Laurie McGowan, former principal of Richmond TAFE, 
who was ‘sorry to rain on my parade’ resonated strongly 
with me because potassium or one of its compounds 
(ash from the fire for instance) is often cited as a way to 
increase flowering if applied to the soil. Of course, details 
of how much, when, or process are never included with 
the advice.

This article by Dr Adam Dimech addresses the question 
in detail. “The potassium myth” https://www.adonline.
id.au/flowers/the-potassium-myth/

I was amazed to find how many experts and commercial 
producers promote the view that fertiilisers high in 
Potassium or Potash promote strong fruiting or flowering. 
This is an example of so-called experts taking an alleged 

fact, repeating it endlessly, so that it becomes established 
doctrine. You see it all the time in articles about Conspiracy, 
Vaccines to horticultural advice. 

Where is the scientific study establishing the connection 
between flowering increase and potassium? Studies and 
their results are never mentioned. Each expert parrots the 
next and pretty soon you have an established ‘fact’, albeit 
unproved and even undemonstrated.

There are many factors such as climate, soil, sunlight and 
other growing conditions that may promote flowering. In 
my opinion, healthy plants are a pre-requisite and correct 
climate plays an important role in bud set. 

It will be noted in the conclusion of the article that ‘The 
key rule of thumb is this: “nutrients do not regulate 
growth, hormones do”. Potassium is not a hormone. It 
therefore cannot stimulate flowering.’

I N  YO U R  G A R D E N

https://www.adonline.id.au/flowers/the-potassium-myth/
https://www.adonline.id.au/flowers/the-potassium-myth/
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Income

Interest 0.57

Donations 60.00

Total income $60.57

Expenditure

Newsletter publishing $00.00

Total expenditure $00.00

Bank account details

Balance in current account
20/10/2021  $3,505.43

F I N A N C I A L R E P O R T O C TO B E R 2021 O F F I C E  B E A R E R S

The newsletter is now free but groups are 
encouraged to make an annual donation. Individual 
donations are always welcome. Direct deposits can 
be made into the Grevillea Study Group account.

BSB: 112-879 
Account Number: 016526630 
(St George Bank)

Please notify the Treasurer of transfer by email 
(bruce.moffatt@tpg.com.au) 

There are no changes. Please see last newsletter, 
No. 119, for details.

D O N AT I O N S

S E E D  B A N K  
 1. President’s email address 
peter.olde@exemail.com.au

  
2. URL for Grevillea Study Group website 
http://anpsa.org.au/grevSG/

To be notified of the latest newsletter, email recipients must 
be registered. Please ensure your email address is registered 
and up to date and any changes are advised to Christine 
Guthrie at bruce.moffatt@tpg.com.au

O N L I N E  C O N TA C T

LEADER
Peter Olde 
140 Russell Lane, Oakdale NSW 2570

  (04) 3211 0463

  peter.olde@exemail.com.au

TREASURER AND NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Christine Guthrie 
32 Blanche Street, Oatley NSW 2223

  (02) 9579 4093

  bruce.moffatt@tpg.com.au

CURATOR OF LIVING COLLECTION
Neil Marriott 
PO Box 107, Stawell Vic 3380

  0458 177 989

  neil@whitegumsaustralia.com

CURATOR OF ILLAWARRA GREVILLEA PARK, BULLI
Ray Brown 
29 Gwythir Avenue, Bulli NSW 2516

  (02) 4284 9216

CURATOR OF SEED BANK
Jeremy Tscharke 
PO Box 521, Bairnsdale Vic 3875

  jtscharke1@gmail.com

NEWSLETTER CONTENT
Thanks to the NSW members who contributed 
to this newsletter. It is Vic’s turn next time. 
Please send your content to grevilleanews@
optusnet.com.au by January 31.
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