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Newsletter NQ 52 
GREVlllEA STUDY GROUP ~ i - i - SGAP (OLD REGION) INC. 

VICTORIAN CHAPTER GREVILLEA STUDY GROUP 
First meeting and excursion for 1999 is garden visit to (Membership of the Group is restricted to financial 
McDowall's and to Maranoa Gardens Saturday 20 March. members of an SGAP Region.) 
Please phone Max McDowall if you intend to participate. 

MEETINGS FOR 1999: All meetings commence at 
Venue : 	Meet at Max and Regina McDowall's residence 9.30 am unless otherwise notified. For further 

information contact Merv. Hodge on (07) 5546 3322. 
10 Russell Street (via Swanston Street & Gisbourne 
(Melways 32 H6) at 11.00 am 

SUNDAY, 28th MARCH 
Street from Manningham Road) Bulleen 3105. 


Venue: Home of Graham Nosworthy,
Phone: 	(03) 9850 3411, EMAIL maxamcd@melbpc.org.au. 
609 Grandview Road, Pullenvale, 4069. 

AGENDA: Phone: (07) 33742178 
-- Garden visit Subject: A discussion on northern grevilleas. 
- Plant & Cuttings Swap (on spec or by arrangement) SUNDAY, 30th MAY 
- BYO lunch - Soup, tea and coffee provided 

Venue: 	 Home of Ian & Carolynn Waldron, - Bring thermos etc for Maranoa visit 
183 Clydesdale Rd, Jimboomba, 4280. - Meeting to discuss group's activities for the year etc. 

and any matters of botanical and horticultural Phone: (07) 5546 9494 

interest to members. 
 Subject: Propagation of grevilleas by cuttings. 

AFfERNOON: SATURDAY, 17th JULY 
Visit to Maranoa Gardens (Mel·.i':Ys 46 G8) via Parring Road, (Please Note change of date for meeting.) 
Balwyn (46 F7) off Whitehorse Road. From Bulleen travel 

Venue: 	 Home of Merv. & Olwyn Hodge, via Templestowe Road (west), Bulleen Road, Doncaster Road 81-89 Loganview Road, Logan Reserve, 4133 .(east) and Balwyn Road to Whitehorse Road and tum left. 
Phone: 	 (07) 5546 3322 Parring Road is 800m east on the left. 
Subject: An informal meeting op~n to local and inter

Gardens are open 12-6 pm on Saturdays in summer. state members of the Grevillea Study Group 
and the Eremophila Study Group. 

SUNDAY, 22nd AUGUST (2nd last Sunday) 
NSW ACTIVITIES Venue: 	 DPI Redlands Research Station, Delancy St 

(near enr. Finucane Rd), Cleveland, 4163 Sunday March 14 10 am 

Phone: (07) 3286 1488 (Contact: Peter Beal). 


Venue: 	MT ANNAN BOTANIC GARDEN Subject: Inspection of trials on grevilleas. Meet at the Education Building. 

SUNDAY, 26th SEPTEMBER 
Subject:Planning for the Plant Sale. Visit the Rockery. 


Sunday May 23 Midday 
 Venue: 	 Home of John & Pat Morse, 10 Smiths Rd, 
Wights Mountain, 4520. 

Venue: Grevillea Park, Bulli Phone: 	 (07) 3289 1431 
Subject:Barbeque & Post-mortem Plant Sale. Subject: Pests and diseases of grevilleasPlan 1999 calendar. Vi!,it the Garden. (more dates inside) 

ACTIVITY REPORT First installment of NSWNIC Field Trip including a poem 

INSIDE: IN THE WILD: Grevillea oldei TAXONOMY: Grevillea obtusiflora subsp. fewnda, Grevillea victoriae alliance 

IN GARDEN: G. wilkinsonii PROPAGATION: More on G. robusta as rootstock, and the Seed Bank 
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Field Trip Report 1998 

P.Olde 

Saturday 31st October 1998 was a beautiful day in Albury 
where 10 members of the Grevillea Study Group and some 
friends and partners met at 10 a.m. 

Several members had spent the night in Chiltern Forest 
to the south of Albury where they encountered a small 
suckering population of G. alpina, plants of which scarcely 
exceeded 20 em in height. These plants had bright red
orange flowers similar to the more common, erect and bushy 
plants in the forest generally. The flowers were similar to 
those encountered on Monument Hill overlooking Albury 
which was the first port of call for the assembled Study 
Group members on the Saturday. The brightness of the 
flowers on this population were notable and a few plants 
sported all-yellow flowers. 

The party moved from here to Mt. Granya where a population 
of G. ianigera and G. polybractea were growing together with 
a number of hybrid plants scattered about, though neither the 
species nor the hybrids were plentiful here. Neil Marriott 
reported that he collected his oiucially registered hybrid 
Grevillea cv. 'Granya Glory' from a track near this area. 

After lunch we travelled to a large population of G. poly
bractea that grows beside the Murray Valley Highway. Here 
the plants were tall and robust, growing in a thicket with 
many in full flower. The fruits have beautiful purple markings 
as does the new growth. 

We spent some time here before the convoy set offforOurnie 
on an unsuccessful search for GJephcottii. Unfortunately the 
area is very degraded and we lacked hard information to assist 
in our search which we quickly abandoned. 

Our next stop was Mt Mittamatite where an unusual form 
of G.ramosissima ssp. hypargyrea occurs. This subspecies 
differs from the typical N.S.W. subspecies in the silky ap
pressed hairs on the leaf undersurface. The inflorescences 
also seemed somewhat longer. 

The area had been recently burnt and there were numerous 
seedlings of this and other plants in the area. A population 
of hybrids between G. lliliigera and G. rosmarinifulw' was 
also seen but not closely examined as light was fading and 
we needed to make tracks to our campsite on nearby Pine 
Mountain. 

Morning saw a visit to G. jephcottii by the assembled party. 
Here a small population of quite robust plants occurs around 
the somewhat degraded and now abandoned mine site. The 
pale green-cream t10wers are not spectacular but I find them 
interesting especially the contrasting maroon-blackish style 
that peeps from among the perianth limb. Nectar-feeding birds 
find this species especially productive. The more common 
form of G. ramosissima ssp. hypargyrea grows here too. 

After packing up we headed for Biggara where we had a 
location for the dwarf form of G. polybractea. We eventually 
found iton the wooded hills of the property'Lowendale'where 
a large population was suckering on the hillside. The 
generative growth habit of this form was in strong contrast 
to the form on the Murray Valley Highway which consisted 
of single-stemmed plants regenerating solely from seed. 

The nearby track known as McCormack's Track was the 
source of much discovery and delight. Here we discovered 
a green-leaved, suckering population of G. rosmarinifolia 
with mainly bright pink and cream t1owers. A pure yellow 
form was also found, remarkable not only for its colour ' 
but also for the fact that it was growing right beside where 
we had pulled up but was not noticed until we were abol' 
to pile back in after exhausting ourselves on the hillside. -· 

A number of numerous very beautiful hybrids with G. poly
bractea 	were also collected. 

We stopped at Stacey's Bridge, Benambra for lunch and 
conducted a fruitless search for G. willisii, a robust form 
of which has been collected at this site. There was absolutely 
no sign of this species or any other on the banks of the 
fast-flowing Nariel Creek. 

Driving from here to our campsite we ran into a snow-storm 
on Mt Wombargo. It was unbelievable to us coast dwellers 
to find snow in November, but it certainly provided a contrast 
to the weather we had been having. We spent a freezing, 
wet night at Little River Falls in preparation for the next 
day's search for what we hoped would turn out to be a 
new species growing on the cliffs of the gorge wall. 

The original report of this species came from the late Keith 
Rogers, 	a respected and keen naturalist from the area. 

The next morning heralded one of the hardest walks I 
have done in recent years. We walked for over two home 
through untracked bush over loose rocks and scree to 0\ 

quarry. 	But on arrival, the precipitous wall of the gorge 
whereon this plant was reputed to grow was totally in
i1ece~siblc-or visibh::, en after a hazardous descent to the 
creek bed that flowed into it. 

I think we were lucky to get out of there without injury 
to anyone. We were all totally wrecked by the tim~ we 
got back to the road. Disappointment also has a negative 
impact on the enjoyment of the day. This was short lived 
however as we headed to a most beautiful camp .site at 
Buchan, home of the beautiful blue-leaved wattle whose 
name escapes me yet again. We had a great night here 
encamped in a small area around limestone sink holes which 
exuded a steamy mist in the cold morning of the next day . 

(Continued next issue) 

SUNDAY, 31st OCTOBER 

Venue: 	 Home of Steve & Lorraine 
Hibbert, 18 Railway Street 
(NOT Railway Pde), Nudgee 

Phone: (07) 3267 6585 
Subject: A grevillea garden on a 

suburban block. 

SUNDAY, 28th NOVEMBER 

Venue: Home of Ron & Elaine Jell, 
3 Fryar Court, Clear Mountain 

Phone: (07) 3206 4226 
Subject: Labelling garden grevilleas 

NOTE: See separate sheets for 
directions to venues. 

SUNDAY, 31st JANUARY, 2000 

Venue: 	 Home of Laylee Purchase, 
41 Rocklyn St., Toowoomba, 
4350 

Phone: (07) 4630 2211 
Subject: To be decided. 
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by Bruce Wallace 

There was movement in the bush as word had passed around of a Grevillea undiscovered. 


Legend has it that it grows on cliffs at Little River Gorge, but none has since discovered. 


All the cracks from far and wide descended on that place. 


There was Oldei of lIIawong, Marriottii of Stawell and Brownii from down Bulli way. 


They came from far and wide and all made their way to that creek on that most chilly of morn. 


Marriottii set a cracking pace with an abseiler trying to seek his fame. Who is said to have beans and chilli every morn. 


The others straggled on behind and Brownii was heard to yell '''what's this up and down of mountain track, I'm lame." 


They soon discovered this half hour stroll was more like a half day bash. 


Marriottii sensed the spirits a-flagging and was wondering if his credibility had done a-bagging, and was heard to yell 

"won't be long now.

The abseiler was a cursing his gear he was a nursing and he let fly with an expletive that sent the galahs a-screeching, 

and brought down a limb near little Tony's wing. 


We reached the cliff edge a-panting and all the crew was a-ranting "what mess we're in now we 've been found 

a-wanting in this most rugged of terrain. 


Marriottii was determined and he wanted to be reminded of the glory of finding the Grevillea undiscovered. Oldei was 

just behind and was just as determined to hold that Grev. in his hand uncovered. 


Marriottii then a-bolted down the mountain he a-vaulted to find a path to that most holiest of grail. 


The crew they were a-jolted to see that man go a-bolting through the scrub and certainly to fail. 


The crew they kept :l calling for him to start a-crawling back up the scrub from whence he came. 


He soon returned and was halted by cliffs, scrub and boulders but it was grand to see that Grevillea man's game. 


The Grevillea The Grevillea Plant Sale 
Park 

April 17 & 18 1999 
Opening Times 10am - 4pm both days. 

for 1999 
The Grevillea Study Group will be holding its annual Plant Sale at Mt Annan Botanic 
Garden in April. All members of the Study Group are invited to attend and assist Members of the 
with selling the plants and making the weekend a success. 

Study Group are 
We will be setting up on Friday April 16. Don Burke will open the show on Saturday invited to offer their morning (11 a.m.) and will give a short talk entitled "Doing Your Bit for Australia", 

assistance, manning I giving tips and tricks for installing a native garden - leading inevitably to the topic of 
the gate etc. during attracting birds and wildlife. 


these periods. 
 There will also be a Q&A panel on this morning with Merv Hodge, Neil Marriott, 
Phillip Vaughan and Ray Brown. Watch Don's programme on April 16 for a special 
surprise. Don was recently seen filming in Phillip Vaughan'S magnificent garden at Pomona!. 

On Sunday morning there will be a short talk by Jamie Creer, Australian Flower Company. 
Jamie has been charged with the responsibility of providing bouquets of native flowers 

April 24-25 

May 1-2, 
for the Sydney Olympics. We are hoping he will judge the floral display which will 
be held in the same building where we attempted to get a native art show off the 

July 17-18 . ground last year. This year, the building will be full of cut flowers and displays, mainly 
of Proteaceae. The arrangements will be auctioned off on Sunday afternoon. We will 
be purchasing over $1000 worth of cut flowers for the display. .July 24-25, 
Annangrove Grevilleas (Malcolm & Jenny Johnston) will be mounting a rainforest display 
and bush food display and we are working on a few other surprises as well. Please September 18-19 tell all your friends and get them 'along for some cheap plants. Malcolm will also 
have ferns for sale. 

September You are asked to distribute as many of the advertising pamphlets as you can in your 
area. I find that one of the best ways is to leave (with permission) advertising pamphlets 
on the counter of likely places, such as flower shops, nurseries etc. Even Service Stations 
may allow you to leave a few on the counter. 

25-26. 
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New Species of Grevillea Part 3 

by P. Olde 1997. 

Two papers were published in 1997 both in Telopea 7(2) authored by R.O. (Bob) Makinson. The first reviews 
Grevillea oblusiflora and describes a new subspecies - subsp. fecunda. 

Grevillea obtusi{iora subsp. (ecunda It still seems reasonable to set apart populations that re-
This is the subspecies that the Sydney chapter of the study produce asexually if there is an associated morphological 
group visited in October 1995 along Port MacQuarie and difference as well. 
Home Hills Rds Rylstone. It will be remembered that these Makinson is certainly on good ground when he includes 
popUlations were root-suckering but set abundant seed (the the populations of subsp. fecunda in G. oblusiflora because 
subspecific epithet acknowledges this feature) unlike the the Clandulla population actually contains at least two 
sexually inactive population at Clandulla Forest which is clones, the most common being one with a silky leaf un
entirely root-suckering. dersurface. However, one clone collected by Robert Coveny 
Makinson states that subspeciesfecunda differs from subsp. in 1977 has a villous leaf indumentum. 
Oblusiflora in relatively minor foliar and floral features. It Olde & Marriott have failed to recognise the internal in 
has narrower, more strongly revolute leaves with a mod- consistency in their own argument. Populations reproducing 
erately dense indumentum on the l:ndersurface (mostly silky entirely by vegetative means would logically have to be 
and dense in subsp. oblusiflora) the lamina of the leaf being morphologically the same. Unfortunately they were unabl~ 
clearly visible through the hairs. The upper surface also to re-Iocate the villous-leaved clone to study whether It 
has more prominent granules and more persistent hairs. reproduced asexually too. Even if it did, it appears obvious 
In the flowers, the perianth is narrower and the pistils shorter that in its past, some plants reproduced sexually. 
(14-18 mm)- very much approaching and overlapping G. Makinson states that the type of G. oblusiflora accords with 
kedumbensis in these features. the Clandulla material. Unfortunately he does not state 
Olde & Marriott 1994 [Telopea 5(4)] considered that asexual which clone, an omission which I would like to see clarified 
reproduction in the Clandulla population of G. obtusiflora at some stage. 
was strong evidence for recognising the minor morphological Unfortunately this paper fails to provide a key to the sepa
distinctness of this population at specific rank. ration of G. obtusiflora from G. kedumbensis. Many of the 
Makinson argues persuasively that ..."the capacity to lose characters used by OIde & Marriott (1994) are no longer 
or suppress a capability for sexual reproduction may be useful including pistil length and habit. Makinson has fore-
a reasonably common and plastic feature within lineages shadowed fuller comparative treatment and diagnostic keys 
classified at species rank, and should not therefore be taken in his Flora of Australia treatment in Vol 17 (due late 
as an absolute determinant of rank, at least when other 1997 _ sorry didn't make it!!!). 
characters indicate a very close relationship." He could Some characters of G. kedumbensis such as the quickly 
be right. deciduous perianth, finer stylar hairs and more prominent 
There are a few examples of peripheral, segregate popu- stigma might be useful. During our field trip, a yellow 
lations that reproduce asexually ,.urrently included within flowered form of G. obtusiflora subsp.fecunda was collectel> '" 
species that otherwise appear to reproduce sexually (G. on Home Hills Road. Flower colour cannot therefore be 
arenaria, G. sericea). However, studies are not complete used as a distinguishing feature. 
in these species and it is too early tc be certain. For cArunple, At the Sydney chapter meeting on March 1, 1998, Hessell 
apparently fecund populations may not be outbreeding but Saunders revealed that a further population had been dis-
self pollinating. covered that considerably extended the range of this sub-
There is widespread, unacknowledged selfing in the genus species. 

Grevillea from my observations and attempts to find native The new population was found by Mr Ted Daniels, Wombat 
pollinators often founder because of it Holes via Rylstone. It was reportedly found on Pantoney's 
The correctness ofeither argument is still a matter ofopinion Crown, SE of Capertee, at the foot of rocks in scree, high 
and requires scientific study of breeding systems and modes above Coco Creek. 
of regeneration. This is unlikely in my lifetime, methinks. 

* * * * * * * * * • * • * * • * • * * * * * * * 

The second paper published in Telopea 7 (2) also by R.O. (Bob) Makinson is entitled 

'New segregate species and subspecies from the Grevillea victoriae ... aggregate from south-east New South Wales. 


Grevillea victoriae alliance 

Two new species have been separated from the comp~ex Grevillea oxjJantha subsp. oxyantha is very well known to 
of populations currently identified as G. victoriae, both WIth horticulturists as the A.c.T. form or Canberra form of G. 
two subspecies, Grevillea oxyanlha subsp. oxyantha and vicloriae, being found locally in the Brindabella Range and 
subsp. ecarinata and Grevillea rhyolitica subsp. rhyolitica and elsewhere in the A.c.T. It also occurs in montane areas 
subsp. semiveslila. of New South Wales from Brown Mountain near Bega 

and Big Badja and other localities. 
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G. m.yantha has been named from 
its most distinguishing feature, the py
ramidal shape of the perianth limb. 

Subsp. oxyantha is distinguished from 
subsp. ccarinata by a prominent keel 
which runs along the centre line on 
each segment of the perianth limb 
and by its shorter floral rachises. 
Flower colour in both subspecies is 
apricot-yellow to apricot-orange with 
reddish and creamy tinges. Subsp. 
cca rinata is recorded from New Sou th 
Wales in the Bago State Forest near 
Batlow and in other areas. (We found 
a beautiful population growing 
around the Buddong Falls if you hap
pen to be in the area.) 

Olde & Marriott have made provision 
for this species in their key where 
it is treated as G. sp. aff. victoriae 
A. 

A photo of subsp. oxyantha from The 
Grevillea Book, Volume 3 on P. 225. 

Grevillea oxyantha subsp. oxyantha 

The second species described is Grevillea 
rhyolitica, less well-known than G. oryan
tha, but an extremely beautiful species with 
rich red flowers and one which has enor
mous potential for horticulture. 

Excellent plants of subsp. rhyolitica are 
growing at Mt. Annan Botanic garden 
around the building being used for the 
ART Show from a population collected 
near Coondella Trig, Deua NP. Flowering 
in cultivation has continued unabated over 
the whole year for several years. 

Subsp. semivestita occurs near Moruya in 
the Araluen Valley. It differs from subsp. 
rhyolitica in the more open indumentum 
of its leaf undersurface and the distribu
tion of simple erect hairs on the perianth 
limb. 

The specific name 'rhyolitica' refers to its 
frequent occurrence on outcrops of rhy
olite rock (a volcanic material) . Olde & 
Marriott treated G. rhyolitica as G. sp. 
aft. victoriae B both in the key (Vol 1 ) 

and in the text (Vol 3). 

Some Observations on 
by Neil R. Marriott, Stawell Vic. 

Most perfumed Grevilleas belong to Section Manglesia and 
a number ofother groups primarily with white or cream flowers 
that have evolved to be pollinated by various insect groups. 

The Toothbrush flowered group on the other hand is largely 
pollinated by birds, hence they often have red, orange or 
pink flowers with a large nectary. As birds have no sense 
of smell, this group of Grevi!leas have had no need to 
develop cells that produce perfume. 

It was therefore of great surprise when 
my Grevillea wilkinsonii first flowered; 
the attractive pale mauve toothbrush 
flowers have a very strong mouse odour! 
This makes one speculate as to what the 
pollinator could be; the position and 
angle of the flowers on the bush i.e. 
terminal and reflexed slightly 
downward, along with the mauve colour 
point towards insect pollination. Yet the 
perfume(!!) to my way ofthinking would 
attract native marsupial mice! The only 
other Grevillea in the toothbrush group 
that I know to be perfumed to attract 
mice is Grevillea obtecta from Central 
Victoria. This species is prostrate with 
insignificant flowers which produce 
copious quantities of strong 

(The Grevillea Book Vol 3) 

Grevillea wilkinsonii 

musky-honey scented nectar; obviously in this case to attract 
the marsupial mice that are common in the area. Closer 
observations of Grevillea wilkinsonii while in flower may 
provide the answer. 

Whatever the pollinator of Grevillea wilkinsonii is, it is highly 
successful ad all my plants set large quantities of seed last 
year. This provided several more surprises, the first ofwhich 

was the tiny size of the mature follicles 
- only c. 7mm long. Compare this with 
Grevillea willisii (which I consider to be 
one ofGrevillea wilkinsonii's closest rela
tives) which has follicles over 10 mm 
long, or Grevillea caleyii from the same 
group with follicles over 20mm long! 

Another surprise was the size and shape 
of the seeds. They are only c. 6mm long 
and shaped like oval little buns with 
an extremely reduced eliasome along 
the centre of the base. Generally Gre
villeas have a quite prominent elias orne 
to attract ants who collect the seeds and 
store them underground in their tun
nels. Has this strategy been sacrificed 
by Grevillea wilkinsonii for some other 
dispersal strategy? 
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THE MYTHICAL PERFECT ROOTSTOCK 

by Merv. Hodge, Logan Reserve, Q. 20/11/98 

I originally raised the subject of grafting to alternative root
stocks to increase the knowledge of Grevillea Study Group 
members and had no wish to start a debate with other 
producers. I wish to put forward my point of view based 
on experience with grafting and growing plants using Gre
villea robusta and a number of other root stocks.' 

The title of this article reflects my opinion that there is 
no perfect rootstock for all grevilleas, considering com
patibility, climate and soil conditions - and this includes 
G. robusta. However, a small range of rootstocks could 
be used to give very good results in reasonable conditions. 

After reading Richard Tomkin's latest article in Newsletter 
No. 51 on G. robusta as a rootstock, one could be excused 
for concluding that the only grevilleas which survive the 
first heavy rain would be G. robusta or plants grafted onto 
it. In fact, that is far from reality. A range of cutting-grown 
grevillea hybrids can be seen growing in a wide range of 
conditions in all states of Australia. 

My original G. 'Superb' is 20 years old and has withstood very 
dry periods and waterlogging over the years surely other 
grevillea hybrids are as good. Many would have survived 10 
years or more and this is more than can be said for some of 
the species grafted to G. robusta. In addition, some of the 
surviving grafts might as well be dead ratherthanjustlingering 
on. Not all of the failed plants have been due to scion 
incompatibility because in some cases the whole plant died 
so G. robusta might not be as adaptable as claimed. 

Richard Tomkin is rather scathing in his description of 
cutting-grown plant's root systems caused by bad nursery 
practices but does not suggest a remedy for this. However, 
he then excuses G. robusta and proceeds to explain how to 
avoid bad root systems for it. Some years ago, I demonstrated 
to the Grevillea Study Group members in S.E. Qld. how to 
avoid bad root systems in G. robusta. I had purchased tubestock 
G. robusta which were later bare rooted only to find that many 
had tied themselves into knots. 

Both cutting-grown plants and seedlings can have distorted 
root systems if propagated and repotted using car-eless prac
tices. A distorted root formation can lead to the early demise 
of plants under adverse conditions, whether they are cutting 
grown or seedlings. Sowing seed directly into large 70 x 
70 x 155mm square tree tubes and striking cuttings into 
50 x 50 x 75cm square tubes then repotting carefully will 
eliminate this problem. For this reason I have been using 
both these square tubes for some considerable time now. 

Mr. Tomkin's statistics on the percentages of grafted plants 
of southern origin gown in Queensland and N. S.W. should 
be confined to his own nursery because he has no idea 
of the numbers or origin of grafts which other nurseries 
are producing. He also stated that they are quote: "being 
grown 2-4000 kilometres north of where they should be," 
unquote. On my reckoning 2000 km south of here (Brisbane) 
would land you south of Tasmania i,.: :_ the Southern Ocean 
and 4000 km would take you well towards Antarctica 
NOT MANY GREVILLEAS GROWING THERE. 

With reference to his comment on early senescence, Peter 
Olde and I discussed this on his most recent visit to 
Queensland. It wasn't confined to plants that grew rampant 

when grafted to G. robusta. In fact, I've seen this on grafted 
plants still in pots. Richard Tomkin's theories on southern 
plants grafted to G. robllsta are curious because I find northern 
plants can also grow larger than normal when grafted. It seems 
to be related more to conditions that suit the growth of G. robusta 
rather than to the origin of the scion. Conversely, grafted plan Is 
can be quite stunted if conditions don't suit G. robusta. 

Some time ago I supplied a large number of grafted G. 
formosa and G. "Bon Accord" to a retail nursery most of 
which were grafted onto G. robusta. There were also rela
tively small numbers of each grafted onto alternative root
stocks (a different one for each variety). A fault developed 
in a section of the sprinkler system and it was not noticed 
for about 2 days or more. 

Later it was noticed that there were problems with mos . .. 
of these plants in that they suffered dieback on the scions. 
Rootstocks all survived, but some of the scions died com
pletely, whilst others were badly affected but are now slowly 
recovering. Scattered through the plants were some which 
were not affected at all or barely affected. Close inspection 
of both varieties revealed that all those unaffected or barely 
affected were on alternative rootstocks. It was only the 
plants grafted to G. robusta which were badly affected. 
All plants were in the same potting mix and all were grafted 
within a few days of each other. 

With reference to Richard Tomkin's comment, quote: "As to 
shoots from the rootstock, blame yourself if it overruns your 
plant - either you, or your staff, are not very observant! Keen 
growers inspect their plants often and carefully." unquote. If 
he made that sort of comment to his retail nursery customers 
he would be lucky if they didn't tell him what to do with his 
plants. I would treat my retail nursery customers with greater 
respect and choose my words more wisely. 

Retail nurseries have many thousands of plants to care 
for and need to keep them in good condition or customer 
will not buy them. They do not need specialjobs to remembel 
for individual plants. I do part-time work in a large retail 
native plant nursery which purchases grevilleas grafted onto 
G. robusta from four different suppliers from time to time. 
Plants from all suppliers (including mine) shoot below the 
union and need to have the side-shoots removed. 

Retail nurseries also need to warn customers about the 
possibility that their grafted plant might turn into a large Silky 
Oak. It is often marked on the label but sadly many people 
do not read it. In addition, the person who buys the plant is 
not always the person who cares for it. Imagine using plants 
grafted to G. robusta in large public landscape projects. I am 
sure many of them would eventually tum into Silky Oaks. 

Once customers get over the initial euphoria of being able 
to grow beautiful grafted grevilleas, they may react adversely 
to problems associated with them, particularly when they 
have to remove their first G. robusta rootstock or the plants 
were not as reliable as expected. It must be remembered 
that customers pay a lot more for a grafted plant and expect 
a presentable, reliable and trouble-free plant for their 
money. It is no use saying that customers should learn 
how to grow them - this is not reality. If there is a problem 
it should be corrected if possible and not passed on to 
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the customer. If the right hybrids are used there will be 
no need to remove side shoots more than once during 
the growing-on period and there is no follow-on work for 
retail nurseries or their customers. 

As a producer of grafted grevilleas, I know there is great 
appeal in using only G robusta as a rootstock for the following 
advantages: 

J. 	 only one type of rootstock has to be produced; 
2. 	 the seed is readily available; 
3. 	 secd is relatively cheap; 
4. 	 seed germinates readily; 
5. 	 there are few problems growing seedlings on; 
6. 	 many species and hybrids graft readily to them (even 

some which have long-term incompatibility); 
7. 	 grafting can take place from 8 to 12 weeks from sowing 

seed, depending on the time of year; 
8. 	 they progress quickly after grafting (I have sold plants 

4 weeks after grafting); 

On the other hand, alternative rootstocks require the 
following: 

J. 	 to be struck by cuttings (these could be purchased 
from tubestock growers); 

2. 	 extra skills and equipment if you propagate your own 
cuttings; 

3. 	 more time, the grafts take well but they take longer to 
grow on than on G. robusta consequently the producer 
may have to hold them longer in the nursery; 

4. 	 a number of different rootstocks for different scions 
(but this may be reduced with further trials). 

In my opinion the greatest advantage in using G. robusta 
as a rootstock is for the producer not the customer. 

G robusta tends to change the growth habit of some species, 
i.e. making them more open and upright, eventually be
coming rather bare of foliage towards the lower portion 
of the plant. In a few cases the plants grafted to alternative 
rootstocks have flowered better and have produced plants 
with a better growth habit. Has anyone ever seen G. striata 
t10wer when grafted to G. robusta? 

Another change I have noticed is on G. parallela. I have one 
in my garden grown from a seedling (i.e. not grafted) which 
has developed a beautiful, deeply furrowed bark on the trunk. 
I have grafted a few of these onto G. robusta and one was 
given to my son some years ago. Whilst it has grown quite 
large it shows no sign of developing the deeply furrowed bark. 

Friends have observed species in my garden grafted onto 
G. robusta (including one on an interstock) and others of 
the same species grafted onto alternative rootstocks and 
they have shown preference for the latter. 

Some species or hybrids do perform well when grafted to G. 
robusta, giving little trouble with side shoots. I will produce 
plants on a range of rootstock and still include G. robusta where 
it is appropriate. 

To have a closed mind and to accept tha t only G. robusta should 
be used as a rootstock and not expiore the potential and the 
effects of other rootstocks is surely not in the best interests 
of this group. Some of the points I have raised are worth 
following up and there are more. I am hamstrung to a degree 
by commercial reality in information I wish to let loose, but 
over a period of time I have passed on useful information to 
members. Producers will continue to use the method that best 
suits them and I do not blame them for that. In the long term 
the market place will sort it out. 

We need to be tolerant of new ideas and not hobbled by 
commercial bias. We also need to be accurate with our 
information or this publication could be relegated to the 
fiction shelves. 

A final comment on the subject of alternative rootstocks: 

"DON'T KNOCK IT 

UNTIL YOU'VE TR'IED IT!" 


FOOTNOTE: I would like to hear from members who 

know of hybrids which they think are reliable in a range 

of conditions, particularly ones which will withstand wa

terlogging. They may be those which are available com

mercially or they may be those which are not available 

commercially because they have little horticulturall,lppeal. 

Please write, phone or fax after hours as below: 

Merv. Hodge, 81-89 Loganview Road, Logan Reserve, Old. 

4133. Phone/Fax: 07 5546 3322 


from Central Coast Express 20/1/99 

A co-operative flora survey between State Forests and the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service has uncovered some 
of the Central Coast's rarest plants in Strickland State Forest. 

The survey team, led by a consultant, identified several 
important plant species including Grevillea oldei, listed as 
a rare and threatened plant. 

Grevillea oldei is a red flowering shrub, growing between half 
a metre to a metre in height. The plant grows in heath or 
woodlands on shallow sandy soils over sandstone and is thought 
to only occur between Mangrove Mountain and Woy Woy. 

State Forests ecologist Paul Meek said protection measures 
were already in place to ensure the plants were not physically 
destroyed or their habitat damaged in Strickland State Forest. 

"It's extremely exciting for us to uncover these plants within 
what is really an urban forest environment," Mr Meek said. 
State Forests will work with the Friends of Strickland in 
implementing Pf')tection measures. 

Member for Peats Marie Andrews was involved in the for
mation of the Friends of Strickland, a community consult
ative panel working with State Forests to implement 
management plans and develop interpretative and other 
programs in the forest. 
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The Seed Bank 

by Judy Smith 

A ~pccialthank you to Heather Clarke G. stellobotrya is a tall rounded shrub If you would like free seed pleasc scnd 
for her valuable donation of seed. up to 5mx 5m which grows naturally a self-addressed envelope with a 70cent 

in arid areas and needs good drainage. stamp to Judy Smith, 15 Cromdale 
Street, Mortdale 2223. 

Free seed 
S[Jeeies Packets available Species Packets available 
G. asp/enifolia 2 G. lineanfolia lots 
C. banksii (grey leaf) lots G. /ongistyla 
G. banksii (tree form) lots G. macleayalln lots 
G. bark/yana (hybrid) 3 C. 'Majestic" 4 
C. "Bronze Rocket" I C. masonii 1 
C. caleyi 2 C . petrophi/oides lots 
G. 'Caloundra Gem' 3 C. phaneroph/ebia 4 
G. capitellata 1 C. rivularis lots 
C. dryandri (red & pink) 1 C. scortechini ssp. sanncnlosa 3 
C. endlicheriana 2 G. 'Sid Reynolds" lots 
C. jlexllosa 2 C. slenobolrya lots 
G. johnsollii 4 ,;. Irifida 1 
C. juniperina 2 C. ven/lsta 5 

A Note from the Treasurer 

I 

Seed for Sale ($1.50 per packet) 
Species Packets available Species Packets available 
C. candelabroides 

C. crithmifolia 

C. decem 

C. didymobotrya 

C. dryandri 

C. endlicheriana 

C. eriobotrya 

C. glauca 
C. huegelii 

C. leucopteris 

C. mOlllicola 

C. nudijlora 

C. paniculala 

4 C. pilirijuga (upright) 5 
3 C. po/ybotrya 7 
9 C. pteridifo/ia 2 
3 C. pterosperma (SA) 5 

11 C. pterosperma (WA) 5 
2 C . plilchella 5 
9 C. pyramidalis 5 
5 G. quercifolia 4 
4 C. refracla 3 
4 C. robusta 10 
4 C. slellobolrya 4 

4 C. synapheae 3 
3 G. lerelifolia 4 

G. petrophiloides 

c. pilulifera 

4 C. wickhamii 2 

5 C. wilsonii 4 

Please ensure all cheques are made payable to Grevillea 
Study Group, not Peter Olde. Thanks 

OFFICE BEARERS 
Leader: Peter Olde, 138 Fowler Road, Illawong 2234. (02) 9543 2242 

Treasurer and Newsletter Editor: Christine Guthrie, PO Box 275, Penshurst 2222. Phone/fax (02) 9579 4093 

Curator of Living Collection & Herbarium: Ray Brown, 29 Gwythir Avenue, Bulli 2516. (02) 4284 9216 

e....... e_2_22_3!~'::~.~ ...d_B_a_n_k_:_J_Ud_y,_S_m_it_h,_1_5_c_r_o_m_d,~~::~d_w:_Ie ... _____.w._~_J 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Income MARCH 1999 Expenditure 

Subscriptions $220.00 Newsletter Publishing 200.00 

Springtime Flora Festival 550.00 Postage 116.45 

Seeds 27.00 Stationery 18.50 

Interest 0.55 Bank Charges 0.94 

$799.19 $335.89 

Balance on Hand 19.2.99 $5,502.45 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

If a cross appears in the box, your subscription of $5.00 is due. 1998 1999 


Please send to the Treasurer, Christine Guthrie, PO Box 275, Penshurst 2222. 

Please make all cheques payable to the Grevillea Study Group. 
 D D 
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