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Hello Everyone, 

There was no newsletter issued in 1987 because I understood that the revision of the Hakea 
genus was t o  be c q l e t e d  by the middle of the year and I mited for the results. My inform 
ation has subsequently been confirmed as incorrect. In  the mmtime I contracted a prolonged 
vira l  i l lness and followed it up with a car accident at the end of October. A t  l a s t  I seem 
back t o  n o d !  

When b n  M i l l i v r a y  was unable t o  undertake the revision of Hakea due t o  i l lness,  three 
botanists in Adelaide, Dr. B i l l  Barker and his wife Robyn and Dr. Laurie Haegi, offered t o  take 
over. In the past none ofthan had concentrated on Hakea t o  any extent but they had intended 
to look into the group one day. ?he revision has t o  be f i t t ed  in with their  other camritmnts, 
SXE of which have a mch higher priority. For example, in 1987, Laurie as Horticultural 
Botanist at the Botanic Gardens of Adelaide, has been responsible for c d s s i o n i n g  a ccenputer 
t o  handle their living plant records and designing the new canputerised record system, together 
with supervising a census of plants growing i n  the Adelaide Botanic Garden. 

In spi te  of other comnitmnts, the three botanists have already written up over 90 of the 
est imted 150 spdes, a few are new ones. To give an idea of the size of the task, they have 
a to ta l  of over 16,000 herbariun~ sspecimens of Hakea in Adelaide, b o r r d  fran other Australian 
institutions and m y  overseas herbaria, including the collections of Kew, the British Musem 
and so on. Handling such nmbers of specimens and attending t o  the associated book-keeping 
is a formidable task i n  i t se l f ,  yet it is impoissible t o  do the job properly and thoroughly 
without the specimens. 'Ihe account in the f i r s t  instance w i l l  be published i n  the Flora of 
Australia, probably sanetime in 1989, possibly in the same v o l m  as Grevillea and there my be 
a brief prior account in a scientif ic journal, but this is all sane time off. 

Dr. Haegi has becane a manber of our study group and I am glad t o  welcane him and other 
new menbers. Laurie has sent me informtion about two new species described by Dr. Byron 
L m n t  as a result of his work on the H. falcata group in W.A. ?his informtion was published 
towards the end of 1987. 

Hakea erecta h n t :  a species in cultivation mng enthusiasts, w i t h  distinctive pale 
pink srall f lms and leaves s U  t o  those of broad-leaved £ o m  of H. ulicina. It 
has generally gone under the name of H. falcata in enor .  

IhkeacygnaLmnt:  another W.A. spdes sanetims confuSedwithH. falcata, not as 
c-nly grown as H. erecta, with cream flowers (mill), thick featureless flat leaves sane- 
hat similar t o  those of H. i n m t a ,  and with medim sized fruits .  The seeds are very 
distinctive, with a pale wing with dark streaks in it all  around the seed body. Subspecies 
cygna is the flat-leaved form while a rare needle-leaved form has been named subspecies 
needlei. 

Hakea aenigm W.R. Barker & Haegi was described in 1985 as part of the H. ulicina Camplex 
in South Australia canprising H. aenigm, H. repullans, H. carinata and H. melleriana. 
H. aenigm is a Kangaroo Island endenic, mos t  closely related t o  H. repullulans. l'his new 
species is unusual in its s te r i l i ty ,  apparent genetic uniformity and canplete dependence on 
suckering as a means of reproduction. 

Before the Ash Wednesday bushfires I had seen H. cygna in Ken S!uckey's garden in S.A. 
Ken's carment was that it was an interesting plant but he f e l t  that there were much showier 
hakeas for use in gardens. 

In  Melbourne we are experiencing a very long hot spell without rain and suddenly two of 
my favourite species have died. I had a H. myrtoides with dusty pink f l m s  growing in a bed 
w i t h  sand added t o  my usual heavy clay loam, and this died although another in a nearby bed 
survived. I was much more disappointed t o  lose a really m@icent spchm of H. d c i f o l i a  
which had been near a clmp of anigozanthus. I have seen m y  of this species in the wild but 
found under garden conditions it became a very superior plant wi th  grey furry curved leaves and 
bronze new growth most of the year. A l l  through the garden plants have been under obvious 
stress but the hakeas always have held on till now. The largest one is a grd ted  H. coriacea 
which I planted in a raised bed and now cannot reach up t o  pick the flowers! It stayed in flower 
for three months and already the buds are  m l l e n  for the caning season. 

It is cmmn for  hakeas not t o  f r u i t  under garden conditions and I have sane needleleaved 



species I cannot identify for this reason, but mre i r r i t a t ing  are the strong, vigorous plants 
that  simply w i l l  not flower. For years H. ambigua and H. hcderana were in this category but in 
January I found sane skimpy red flowers on the H. hodcerana and these persisted well into February 
h v e r ,  as my bmks say that this species flowers in Septanber/&tobet, I now wonder if the plant 
has correctly labelled. 

Ihkea linearis always starts t o  flower just before Xmas and continues through January into 
February when later in the month the scented f l x ~ e r s  of H. clavata appear. Mmy halceas have a 
l ight  scent, slightly retrdniscent of honey: sericea, eriantha, erinacea, nodosa, clavata, 
suaveolens, scoparia, c i r c d t a ,  trifurcata and varia. It is true though that  sane plants 
produce a most unpleasant dour ,  H. ndosa can do this saietimes and is called "old goat" with 
good reason but the greatest contrast I have cane a c m  is H. trifurcata w i t h  an ovenhelmmgly 
sweet perfume in the beabba (W.A.) area but in the soutkwest of the s ta te  often deserves its 
nick- of Li t t le  Lavatory Wish. Big Lavatory &Ish is Hakea rubriflora, a most at tractive 
tall shrub BUT it should never be grown close t o  living areas - never! 

Mmy hakeas can be grown in tubs, all the srall species and bigger ones such as H. baxteri 
have been successful. About ten years ago I was given a H. d t i l i n e a t a  just af ter  buying one, 
andnot havingspacefor twoat that  time, put it i n a k g e r p o t  for the timebemg. ?he 
hakea.kept growing and I kept putting it into bigger containers mtil it was getting up t o  2.511 
tall. It ws slender in shape but flowered each year, even when severely root-bound. 'Ihis 
year I found a place in the garden for it and it is h w " t h e  dry conditions quite w e l l .  
Another project I am tring is t o  espalier a H. cucullata against a bare fence opposite my kitchen 
window. l'here is plenty of spce t o  grow it naturally but I use that  area for taking deliveries 
of sand, &ust etc. and writ sanething t o  block out the neighbows and the fence as well. So 
f a r  the cucullata is up t o  the height of the fence w i t h  four branches growing horizontally and 
two more about t o  be tied back. k y b e  it would not be so tractable in good rain conditions, 
but so fa r  so good. 

For those of you that have soils that  are wet in winter and dry out in smmr, I have had 
the following species r e c m d e d :  hc-, nodosa, petiolaris, sal icifolia,  and sericea. 

For soils that are always wet but not actually saturated, I have been told that  the follow- 
ing are  useful: nodosa, sdlicifolia,  sericea, bakerana. W i t h  bakerana, I would imgine the soil 
would need t o  be fa i r ly  l ight  as it canes fran the Sydney sandstone area. In W.A. I saw H. 
sulcata and 1- both growing in area of continual dmpness in winter but I think that  
thoseareaswoulddryoutinsurmer.  

I have mde up a new list of seed available and would ask you t o  keep this list as a guide 
for the future. I shall give one t o  each new rrember but w i l l  not be sen- out a new list 
each year. No doubt you will  find w e l l  known species nrissing, this is usually because I cannot 
find suppliers. 'Ihe seed bank is used by menbers continually so I often run out of a particular 
species but keep buying regularly. 

Since Peter and Hazel Althofer have lef t  Burrendong, I do not expect t o  be able t o  get seed 
fran that  source. Over the years they were most generous in informtion and help in every way, 
I hope they find a new interest in their retirement among their favourite plants. 

I f  menbers have spare seed collected £ran their m plants, I would be particularly pleased 
t o  receive it. I have good supplies of the very large species, but muld welcome seed frcm the 
mill and up t o  31. species. 

Several years ago, a friend sent me a sl ide of a striking h&ea he had seen in W.A. north 
of Perth, the actual area was rather vague. I could never track it d m  and Tan and I tr ied t o  
find it without success in 1981. For the past two years I have been studying italian, and 
recently was going through sane old letters fran the W.A. Herbarim, one in answer t o  a query I 
had nrade about H. taminensis had given m a description of that  species in la t in  only, and 
suddenly I could read it w i t h  the help of my i ta l ian  dictionary! I am not ce& but there is 
a good chance that the sl ide is of this rare species, but we still do not know where it was 
photographed. 

BILL CANE I cannot close without reference t o  the pss ing  of this great friend of S.G.A.P. 
and all growers of Australian plants. It was an honour and a pleasuz*e t o  have known him. 


