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Itxin i s  falling here today - again and ~nosl- of Austral i a  Igs relmrted unr~sltal ly high 
figures this yea-. bllmurnie doubled its usual June I-oLal attd d i l l e  e y  garden overall loola 
very green I an very anxious almut sortie of the Imkeas Llml. are noL u s x l  to s[~c_h pro1 ongccl cold 

licr . My 1a1~1 slolx-s ~ c r l ~  l y  nlltl ~.l~ercro~-c I lu~vcl 1 i l l  lc I I o~ll)le 11ot11r1l l y  i t 1 1 1  I l~is ~ ( Y I I  11ty 

I~c.clvy c l i l y  I C K I I I  is S X ~ ~ C I I  ancl i l l  sale p r t s  very d i CT-icul-L Lo iallc 011. I f yrxr (Ira illage i s  
excel lenL Lhere S ~ O U  Id be no worries aid even i T  your larlcl is f l a t  and heavy, providcxl you have 
raised your- Ids a l i t t l e ,  the Ilakms should s~~rvive.  'b oJ nly larger Imkeas Imve I m ~ e d  over 
Lo alanl~ing angles, one , 11. Erancisiana, has beer1 ancl~ored to a stout Juice lmst buL the oLher , 
a H. laurina wiLh red flowers, is less lucky Imuse the so i l  i s  so soft the stakes will not 
hold. J am g o i ~ ~ g  to prune it  heavi ly and -see what Ilapper~s. 

I ;I[ e sl llltncr ar~tl m r  l y nrll.ln~nl rn 1 4  :I very liol cxl e~~tlcrl (It-:. spel l . 'Il~c rc.s~tl l 1 ~ 1 s  l lnl 
1rr;iily or I lr l x ~ s e  drill s y s l a ~ ~ s  clogged up wiLI1 anLs and w1tJd11' L wrlc, OIE e~ l te rpr i s i~~g gn oup 
tlrownetl jn my steam and dry iron, gardeners lmve to be a pal.ien'; loL! 

Sone nnnuis ago I received a telephone call. fran k r v .  I-Mge, Presj.dent of S.G. A. P. Queen- 
sl.and Region arid the fonrler leader of the Grevill-ea Stucly Group. He was repxting on the graft- 
ing experj~llents he had IEW ~rmlting usi-rrg Idteas grafred to  &-evillea 1:obusta. Merv. llad wtched 
his Friend Ihrvey Slmw use his I<nwleclge of grafting to wrk on I~nlcsias, eucal.ypl:s, prostan- 
Llieras , eranoplii.las arid grevj;.l.Leas. 

thrvey used fairly soft green tips for scions , grafted onto si11dSar1y soft green tips of 
the rootstoclcs. used a wxlge graft and covered the grafted mteri.al w i t h  a sml.1. se1.f-&I.- 
ing 11l.astic Isg (tl~ose with built-iu "zipperst') wh-i.ch is sealed j u s t  I~ low the graft. Ihe graEt 
j.s =led wid1 Nescofilm, a self-sealing, moisture-proof d~cmnplastic. film. I t  has t31e advan- 
tage of brrealung clown in sunlight, w1lici.l nms :it does I I O ~  have to IE ra~lovecl after the graft has 
Iralterl. Nescofj.Jn i.s fair1.y expensive, but car= j.n a ro.Li 40 nwtr-es long and I k l n  wi.tle. Ole 
s t r i  1) alxxrt lulm by . I k n  is USHI for each graEt. 

'Ihe plast:ic lngs I ~ v e  to be ra~oved after the gra.ft has b lcen .  '.[h.is is indficaLed by the 
growth of the scion. ?he removal i.s gradual, by opening i t  a l i t t l e  more each day t-.o a1l.m die 
pl.ait to acdinm tise to the vittside atimphere. P.lcmts are 1.eEt i n  a slaadeliouse tlur:i.rig t l ~ e  
operation ant1 are placed outside after the bag has kl ranoved and diey are I~rdened off. 

Merv. followed Ikrvey's le7d for .saw time, but after a few y e a r s  started to ex[~rirnwit 
with differart nethods cvltl different scions and roo t s tod~ .  He noticed that sortletinles bucls 
Imurrl over wi th plast ic tape, g1.m anltl bursl Ll~~-ough die ~ I E .  IIP r~~as) r~wl  CIVIL,  i f a I. I t l ~e  
Tol iage wls I -a lx~va l  TI-011 I;le sci.o~~ a~ltl h e  wf1o:l.e scior~ \ms wraplml . i l l  a s:i.tgle layer of tale, 
t.lle11 the butls ncgllt grow tlxroug11 dle hpe. ?his muld e:liIinij:~at~ die need .for the p:l.astic bag 
and the p.Lant might atljust i tself  to the outsicle atnusphere. 'Lhe rrethal is l ~ s t  in  a slm(le- 
house ~ O L -  [x;t Led pl-ants but IEIS been successful in ful l  sun in  winter . 

Merv. varies dle systall sctnetjnes by leaving a coul~le 0.f 1.mves rm the tjp of d ~ e  sci011. 

'Ihese are e i d ~ e r  lightly bOiu~d or not huncl a t  a l l .  MI. three var.iations appear to  succeed 
equal l y  wl .I., tlependhg on the sci.011 im~ericil.. 

k - v .  .Eou111d it  (1iEficul.t to mmanipulate the Nescofilm strip,  so hie wund i.t orito one ald 
of a 65mn nail.. He then held the nail and w d  tlle tatape onto the graft and up d ~ e  scj.011. 
Xiis gave lxim better control. He generally winds tw layers of traps! over the graft ar~d a 
single layer over d ~ e  scion, ,so as to give the buds a "sprting cdmnce" of brealcing Ere. 
tie attaches the tape tightly so as  to waken i i h  to assist  tlie 1111ds. I t  .is best ~ io t  1.0 tape 
over buds which lmve already startecl to  grow, these lave mne diffic1l. t~ in hrealcing the tape. 

IJe uses a wl-1.i.p graft Imxuse it is quicker ,?lid g.ives a gcml rrratd~ uE canlI)itnn layers. 
I t  is tmst desj.ra1)J.e that the diheter  of die scion arid. rootstock are the mnle for better 
mtcliing of ca~nbimrs. 711e on-ly difficulty is i n  hol.tling' the scion a11d roots tdc togel:.ller 
whilst starting the tape, but wi th  a l i t t l e  practice, this be nlasLer-ecl. Pe prepared for 
lasses, I~ut prsi .st  because you wi1.l improve with experiencel 

Sale plants revert hclc to juvencile Col%age wlien tlle sci.on p~.-oduces i t s  f i r s t  ].eaves. 
Scions tale11 rrau plants which nonrd.ly produce l:ig~~vt:ukrs ,sal~tj~iles prod1.1ce iig~otubers 
inmedjately above the gi-aft. 



71ie forc.goi ng was all exLracl Irrre I he 13j 1 1 'I'u 1 loch b i ~ ~ r i a  l I ~ l r l r e ,  l k r en l~ r ,  1988. T rms 
i n  to~rcli wi L I I  &I-v. l l ~ i s  w k  lor a p~ogress r e p r t  on Ll~e Ilalceas and he is cauLio~~sly opLiriLisLic. 
Ilie ~ r a f l s  a1 C. robrsla wrp n~itle in spring 1asL year and lrmt are 18" Lo 2' high. 11. 11n11 t i-  
l illc;il a ,  rra~l(- isialla, r r  is1i11 ;I, l ~ S S O C ~ ~ I I I L ~  alitl rrassinervin ~ I I K ) I I ~  ol licrs are C I O ~ I I K  VCI-y W I  I , 
a l 1 l IOI id1 a 1 1 1) I 11 s lo IE gv i I I ~  Lhrough a tlonlariL lm i d  aL presenl. I le rms less success- 
Tul wj th vicloria, subsujca~a, Iraseri and chorclophylla, l~cnever I here lrny be .several reasons 
for this .  He Imd a Imd pLLing n~ix a t  one stage and Ile wrnlenl-ed I-hat. Ile consitlers i L ol: 
l~rannuiL inllmrCance Lo keep the root s t d c  vigorous. lle does not graft aL the cotyledon slage 
preferring older rllaterjal . Ilalcea graCts are very sLrong aici cikrv. is getting such gclod results 
wiL11 so nnny genera that 113s nain nlethod 01 propagation now is graELing. 

A t  flowering tjrne, you can see G. robusta trees l:lourisliing i n  nry area wtiich accounts for 
n l l I IIP .wl l i rigs t S ~ 1  COIF 111). 1 Imve IEII 1x1 l l irig lhse out 1 i Iw \ m l s !  

Recently 1 attended a mneetjlig of the S.G.A.P. Mildwa Group ad was surprised to  fhid U7at  
l iapstone .mi 1s are such a proljl em dlere. In other ways Mi 1 tlura . m n s  a lwrfect place lor 
I ~ i l ( ( ~ 1 : : .  111(>111  y o f  I i f c l~ l  , S I I I I S ~ I ~ I I ( \  :i11(1 g(m1 (Irni~v~~c> is l~)ssil)l(-. ' I I I P I ( >  ; I I P  I I ~ I I I ~  I i11~>:4o11r> 
; I I  c u l s  i l l  W.A. w11c.1 ( %  I I I ( ~  11r1jol.i t y 01 IILI~<CY.;~S U.CLII- I I ~ I L L I I Z I  I I y, SO 101- ISIC I F I I C I  i t of I I K ) s ( ~  ~ 1 1 0  

s ~ ~ f r e ~  frtrl~ Cliis ~ ) rob lu~~ ,  tile fol lowing species are I - K ~ I I I ~ I I C ~ ~ ~ ~ :  

l k l c ~ ~  el..liptica itli~:j.ves on 1.jjnestone soils,  is resistant to strong w.i-ntls and ~mlces a good wjr~tl-  

break. A 1-a-ge shrub, i t  devel.ops a variegated apjmarlce wid1 new growd~. 
laurina , all. €oms. 
nit:i.da, two fonrs, d.1 and a shrubier -Corm, 1~1th wi.dl toothed I.eaves, crearn Flowers. 
 loc claw 
purpurea, a very attractive Quw~~sland spxies ,  d:iv:i.ded .€ol.jage, retl f l  (Mrs. 
rosl.rra1 a ,  ii IICWI 1.e . I a i v a l  s/m.:i.es ocxluri~lg .i 11 S.A. , Vi.clor.ia. 
scol~r~i.a, one oC dle sr.11cate group. 
su l catn , sul.cate group arid wj J. 1 tol-erate wetter colnl.i.t:i.c~~~s tl- in snst . 
atlnalx, saILicifoli.a, serficea, myrtoides and pssib1.y oleifolia, are J.is ted as tolerant , 
and tliese species are Listed as tolerank rmder certain conditions: 
co~iclii.fo l..i.a , a ].ow graqhig species, prov:i.ded the area i.s w1:I. drained. 
surtv~).l.ens, i.n tl ry areas. 'Ihis species provitles refuge for birtls ant1 L1iei.r I ~ e s t s  . 

J. all] sure that w w i l l  find 11nrly nlore species %fine-tol.e~:ant as I k h s  ge1ierd.1.y scan to adapt 
to quiite adverse conditions a t  ti~nes. 

FlNlZNCIAL REFORT to 30th JUNE. 1%) 

Balance b/Ed 30.6.88 11.G.% 
knkr sh ip  Fees 43 .03 
11)11:1l in11 1.00 
SIII)X.I.~ io11s - I{( ' k '  J 1011s Ic).(K) 

I I  GI-or I ~ S  23. I1 
Ihldc 11iLrresL 8.70 

71 1.77 

Less Fxpe~ ~d.i.Ltu-e 

Postage 4.29, E D .  .03 4.32 

IbIance a t  30Lh June ,1989 $ 207.45 

SkJEiXPI?ONS ARE ir;:NaJ IXlE - $3.03 p.a. 

IlMEA UNWU1'A 

I1ii.s spci-es 1x1s l ~ n  rec~l ised a s  having two c l i s t~ ic t  fonrls relating to  the I ~ i g h t  of 
I-l~e plant, one i.s about In]. Ixigh 1x1 can be fo~olmd 011 tile outslcirts of Wagjn, W.A. ax1 other 
places, tAie other Iorm is over  TI and widespread. b t l l  have the typi.cal round.isli heav:i:l.y 
vei l~al, s l i ~ I I I :  l y Lool:hal l.eaves. 'Illere is allother . I ~ ) I T I I  wi.1311 R I I I ~ I C ~ I  lv~rrrwt: l @if II I I I ;  wi LII bile 
ci~~racte~:.i.stics of the broacler oiles. I have i t  in my garden a b u t  to fJ.m:, a t  presu~t  i.t is 
alnut 2m Iu.gii and mles  a welccnlc addition t o  the leaf varia1:ions nearl~y. '[he flowers are creami 

HAKE4 clWSmVIA put on a lovely winter display this year, and wtltn nly daughter was married 
in lny garden las t  b y  we \ e re  very anusec! t o  Firlid out later chat ,me of the br i ght pinlc rlowers 
Imd crepL into Lhe l ~ t  wedding photos. No show wilhout Pu~lcl~! 


