
M l o  Everyone, 

r A u t w  has just arrived bringing perfect e t h e r  for cleaning up the garden, pruning over- 
gram plants and preparing areas for  new ones. Unfortunately, due t o  the heavy rains i n  spring 
and early sumner, several of my natives "dramedf' induding several haleas so I have a chance to  
rarrake some beds and redesign one &ole comer. I am going t o  put a row of four H. sericea 
against my back fence t o  mke a thicket for birds, trouble is I grew too r m y  of them and 
cannot bear t o  throw than out, I hope the birds enjoy the faci l i ty  although if it only harbours 
mulch scattering label staaling blackbirds no doubt I shall rue the day1 

I spent a fortnight in January attadvlg the ASCAP Ccnference/Seminar and enjoying the pre- 
and postSarrinar tours which covered on& t r i p  £ran kvonport t o  Hobart via Cradle Fbuntain, 
Moraine ,  Great Lake and Bothwell and the return t r i p  £ran Hobart t o  Bicheno, St. Helens, 
Launceston and back t o  Devonport. Dick Burns, one of our mnbers who l ives  at Penguin, & 
our leader for  the f i r s t  tour and accanpnied us on the return tour h e n  M o n  Simnom (Acacia 
S.G. leader) and John were the leaders. k t  Tasranian hakeas have terete foliage and Dick 
was tireless in traclang than dawn W e  at the same tim3 finding the genera that others wanted 
t o  see. We found H. r r d c r c a r p  and H. te re t i fo l ia  in f u l l  flm, the latter bemg particul- 
ary floriferous at Bicheno. b e  morning in Hobart we here taken up M t .  Wellington at 5 a.m. 
t o  see the dawn and found several sturdy specimens of H. l i s s o s ~  on the way back. The 
only endemic hakea is H. epiglott is  which is very widespread and whose flawer colour varies 
fran very pale t o  a deeper yellow. A very good flowering specimen puts on a good show. Tw 
hakeas formerly l i s ted  as Tasranian species: H. rcstrata and H. rugosa (A.P. Vol. 5 p. 375) 
are  now considered to be H. epiglottis. 7I-e variation in size of H. epiglott is  seedboxes 
my have caused the confusion. 

'IHE HAKEA TAlvMNNSIS FlXXUM RESOLVED 
W.R. ( B i l l )  Barker - State Herbariun of South Australia, North Terrace, Adelaide 5a30. 

Frm various anedotes I have heard, Ha&i caminens& has been a prize sought by hdcea- 
philes visiting the Tarmrin area in  the south-mst of our continent ever since 1964, when the 
species was described by the late Goverrmnt Botanist in k t e r n  Australia Charles k d n e r .  

(Xle of the imnediate benefits of accundating sane 16,000 spcimns £ran h e r b r i a  a l l  over 
the w r l d  for cur r e v i s i d  study of Hakaa has been the discovery of the true identity of this 
@es. 'Ihe original single specimen upon which Gardner based h i s  new species ( i t s  holotype) 
turns out t o  be an eastern State s p i e s .  Of this there is no doubt. The @es concerned 
is none other than H. gibbosa, which abounds in the sandstone vegetation in and around Sydney. 
The holotype specimen fortunately was collected with f l m s  and fruits .  Everything about it 
mtches a typical H. gibbosa. 'Ihe f r u i t s  in particular a re  very distinctive, with the seed 
borne transversely within, something unique a n g s t  IIakeas with terete leaves and fruits of 
this general size and shape. In addition the type bears the u n d  dense long hairs d7aract- 
e r i s t i c  of the Sydney species. 

The only thing that  does not ta l ly  with H. gibbosa is the locality. I can only a s s m ~  
that Gardner d e  an honest mistake. A delay i n  wri t ing a collectors label, a loss of such a 
label, or a placenent of a label with the wrong s p e c k  could ead.1 have led t o  the d o r t -  

f unate error. Where did he get the s p e c k  fmn? Alternatively, was the species cultivated 
in Western Australian gardens prior t o  the l%Os? It could then have been collected in order 
t o  detenrdne its identity. We shdl probably never be sure of the story behind it. 

h t  importantly, haever,  we now can forget about H. tamninensis and concentrate on doc- 
mmting and preserving, preferably as natural populations, the species and their  variants 
which actually do exist in our wnder fd  Australian bush. 
Reference: Barker W.R. (1W) .  Hakea izmminensis (Proteeceae) : a case of mistaken identity. 

Nuytsia 7(1) : 1-3. 

~~~ AFIW ASH WEICNESDAY 
Last spring I has invited t o  join SAP Hamilton Group on a v i s i t  t o  Ken St&yts garden 

over the border i n  S.A. to see how his land had responded a f t e r  the to ta l  devastation caused 
by Ash Wednesday. Ken had almys gram a &at nLunber of hakeas and other proteaceae and 
his new garden consists of a large area of planted specimens of m y  genera with a nu3-1 bigger 



part d-&ng the m y  d plants and shrubs which have regenerated spontaneously. Missing w e  
scme of the large Meas I remmbered, e s p m a l l y  a very tall rmgmlicent specimen of H. varia, but in 
their place were strongly growing specimens of H. arida, prostrata. fa lca ta  and m y  more. Tne garden 
as a whole was a mass of colour and robust growth, no doubt the clearing of the old plants by the 
f i r e  meant that everything M a new start urhmpered by overhanging branches and the f igh t  for  survival 
ensured that only vigorous healthy shrubs succeeded. I particularly liked a white f l a ~ e r e d  H. prostrata, 
the 'upright form, whose flowers had a f a i n t  greenish tinge. 

Ken showed me a hakea I did not know and it proved t o  be H. auriculata var. spathulata, a very 
aggressive plant. Mcea auriculata is low growing, often not more than .6 rn high and can be up t o  
nearly 2 rn. wide but var. spathulata looks as though it could be taller and less dense. Both 
have toothed leaves but var. spathulata has mch  larger  and sharper points. 

WE;LCXME to Dr. W.R. Barker and Robyn Barker who together with Dr. Laurie Haegi fonn the team of botanists 
working on the revision of Hakea. All three'have n w  b e c m  menbers of this study group and already 
have been of considerable help to me. 

Hakea trineura. IXlIvlg the seminar at Hobart a s l i d e  of this hakea was shown taken i n  the Port 
kcqua r i e  Forests area. H. trineura is a tall shrub o r  slrdll tree, branches and fol iage minutely 
tcrnentose. Lmves are rather thick, triplinerved, 3-5" long, oblong, cuneate o r  lanceolate, obtuse. 
The racanes of flowers are about 2" long. I have never seen this @es but I am told that the 
flmxs are a so f t  yellow o r  greenish yellow. 'Ihe s l i d e  shown i n  Hobart i l lus t ra ted  a red fl- 
with a touch of yellow, an extremely a t t rac t ive  specimen. I did have scm seed scm years ago 
but could not germinate it, those of you who received scm £ran rre m y  have been more successful. 
I would be very glad t o  hear £ran anyone growing this haka. 

In  1977, I photographed a yellow flowered hakea in Kalbarri National Park W.A. and could not 
ident ify it. I M already heard of a y e l l w  haka there and over the years have; received more 
reports. CX1 sending s l i de s  of the flm, foliage and seedbox t o  Robyn Barker, she has been able 
t o  solve the mystery. It is H. c i r m d a t a  whose flowers are a lmys  pink o r  hi te ,  but h a t  must 
have happened is that I saw them when they were dying off .  Sane plants  lodc still a t t rac t ive  at 
this stage, others look very tat ty.  I n  the past I have been caught with H. s c o r n  this m y ,  
people being adarrrant that the flowers w e ,  red, ginger, rust-coloured and defini tely not scoparia, 
so please inspect unknown species very carefully and assure yourself that the flawers are fresh. 
Incidentally none of my bodes reported H. circmdata occurring at Kalbarri. 

I have been doing extensive work in my garden, a l te r ing  the shape of scme beds and get t ing one 
new area fo r  new plantings. I have had munds of red d a y  t o  dispose of so used then as a sort of 
thick topdressing in several areas before spreadmg copious quanti t ies  of gypslnn on top. I have 
been delighted with the result especially when good canpost has been mixed in. In the last news- 
letter I MIS hoping t o  save my red H. lam but unhappily this proved impossible. We could not 
keep it upright in the  rmd and I also l o s t  H. dactyloides. Hakea amplexicaulis had yellow leaves 
and barely kept a l i ve  but now l& stronger, b v e r  I kas very surprised a couple of weeks ago 
t o  find tha t  it has sent  up suckers i n  three places, all about 18" £ran the min stem. Hakea 
clavata is put- out rrasses of buds at present and the pink flaklers are beginning t o  show. 'Ibis 
is a curious species, it seens t o  flower wlaen the mod takes it, odd flowers occurring throughout 
the year. me only other species that suckers as f a r  as I know is H. leucoptera, which grows 
in to  a d tree near Kimba, S.A. If you kna~ of any others o r  have observed the same phenanenon 
i n  your own garden I muld be glad t o  hear. 

k y b e  I was inspired by the revision taking place in Adelaide, in any case I decided t o  sort 
out the hundreds of specimens collected over the years and only keep one good example of each 
species. It took me weeks and ncw I have a winter task t o  go through the rerraining bags and 
reduce them even more. I also came across a very large bag of seedboxes collected in t e r s t a t e  
by a travel l ing friend. A t  present I am test ing them f o r  f e r t i l i t y  and i f  a l r igh t  they w i l l  
be a welcane addition t o  the  seed bank. 

SiEUWlICNS are not due un t i l  the 30th June, but I wish t o  advise that the subscription 
has M t o  be increased t o  $4.00. All stationery costs have increased slowly and postage 
never ge ts  cheaper, so reluctantly I have had t o  take this step. 

Barbara M y  has done an excellent job as Study Group Co-ordinator f o r W  and has now 
stepped down. We WAC- Jan Sked, particularly well known in Queensland, as our new 
Coordinator and wish her well. 

Now is the time t o  plant out af ter  the a u t m  rains and before the rea l ly  cold weather 
slows growth. Good luck. 


