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Dear Memhrs, 
It's extremely dry here at the moment In our district 

wfkh the driest Autumn on w o r d  recorded for our area this year. It Is 
much the same for most of the other states wlth a large area of both 
N.S.W and Q'ld drought strkken. 
In my own garden stress Is wident wlth lasses of plants occurhg, 
Including Hakea. It Is mostly young plank that have not been able to 
establish themselves due to the adverse condttlons, which stretch 
back 3 to 5 years now. 
On the 0 t h ~ ~  hand, the older plants (over 10 years) seem to be coplng 
okay. 
Hakea species seem to k budding up to flower, but I doubt that 
tlowrlng will h anythlng great I haven't propagated any plants ME last 
couple of years as It has just ken  too dry to plant out when plants arr 
ready. &spite these -me condklons, I have noticed some surprfslng 
thlngs happm. 
Over the years, when it has been hot and dry for extended periods, WE 
qulk often get large amounts of raln at once, and there has h n  good 
germination of s e d  even years after the parent plants have gone. 
Eredbphllqs especlaAy have came up, also Hakea Grvvlflea and Dodonea. 
Odd plants h a v ~  actually grown mow In the dry than in normal wars. 
One exampla Is Macrozamla R~ldlel, which has grown more in the fast 
2 years than In the prvvlous 13 years. One other Interesting observation 
with seed germfnatlon IS whem the plants have come up, Is devoid of 
mulch and qufte bare. I suppose that when you think about It the 3 
basks of propagation tagether have occurud, Medium, Heat 6 Moisture, 
In other words, Natures way. 

Hakea Dohertyl 

This species Is a fairly recent dlxovery In the Blue Mountalns N.S.W. and 
Is rare and restrlded In Its natlve habb t  
It is a slender, erect shrub, up to about I0 f e e  (3 metres) tall, with thin 
grwn Ileaves triangular In form. 
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Flaw~rs are produced auxlllary in groups of 4-6, creamy white In colour, 
and desplte their small slze, are attractive. It does not sem to h a 
great blrd attractor. 
Seed pods are obllque to elllptlc In shape, Ifght b m  In colour, with 
darker pustules and Even darker to black beak 
A number of years ago, I was given a plant of thls rare specks by a 
thoughtful S.GAP member from Twwmmba Q'M who. whHst on 
holtdays, saw some for sale In a nursery. Knowlng that I was ken  on 
Hakea, she bought a fmu and gave one to ma I was lucky to grow and 
flower It and thm set seed. I have grown Even more so now a number 
of Hakea Group members have tt growing also. 
At the mommt I have a few good plants wlth a nlce lot of seed, so fresh 
smd IS available on request 
The locality of this species is not shown in the 'Flora of Australia', due to 
Its rarlty. 

Ha kea Pachypylla 

This Hakea Is also native to tk Blue Mountains N.S.W. Leaves are stlff 
teFEte. g m n  In colour, with reddish n w  gmwlh. 
Flowers are small, but a nke yellow In colour. CuHWaW plants in 
my own garden are rounded, shaply shrubs, that are attractive. 
Frults are quite large, dark brown tukrculate on surface, elllptlc 
In sham. About 5 years ago I was sent some seed from natlve plant 
enthusiasts Warmn and Glorla SheathEr from mar Armidale N.S.W, 
so another specks was addd to my cdlectlon. Howring is mostly 
late winbr - spring, but can dewnd on seasonal condfflons. It Is not 
a great blrd attractor. 

Hakeas: A FIeld and Garden Gulde. lvan HolBday. 

Thls Is another book by well known author lvan Halliday. Thls Is the 
klnd of book that Is easy to follow, with spclcs In alphabdcal order, 
nice colour plates and Illlustratd wlth drawings. Descrlptians are 
slmple, clear and easy to follow, and doesn't get bogged down in 
s c k n t k  jargon. I am sure that anyone that looks through thk book 
wlll be encouraged, and spurred on to grow some of the* kautlful 
plants In thelr gardens. Every native plant enthusiast will love It 
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WELCOME lD NEW MEMMRS, 

B. Crow Innisfall QLD 
6. bake Mlkham Vldorla 
R. Mclaren T~mora NSW 
R s l b y  TumM Umbl NSW 
V. Smith Blackall Park NSW 
J. Wlldnson Dargo Vlctorla 

SUBSCRIFWNS ARE NOW DUE FOR 20062007 * 
LEN COE. 


