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HAKEA STUDY GROUP 

30th Apri l ,  1982. 

Hello Everyone, 

A t  t h e  meeting of  Study Group l eade r s  held during t h e  seminar a f t e r  t h e  
Biennial  Conference last November, t h e r e  was a grea t  deal  o f  d iscusai~on about t h e  

. , v a lue  o f  work done i n  t he se  groups and how t o  record t h e  r e s u l t s .  Geoff But ler  
( ~ z m b e r r a )  s a i d  t h a t  it was well nigh impossible t o  s e t  p o s i t i v e  gu ide l ines  f o r  
recording and repor t ing ,  but he suggested t h a t  it would be b e t t e r  t o  t h ink  up a 
small research  p ro j ec t  on 3 - 6 spec ies  w i t h  a f i n i t e  a i m  and a f i n i t e  t ime l i m i t .  
John ~ o l w i l l ( ~ . ~ . ~ . ~ . )  s a i d  t h a t  it w a s  e s s e n t i a l  i n  t he se  research p r o j e c t s  t h a t  
members were yJ t o l d  "This i s  t h e  way t o  do this11.  

Taking both of t h e s e  suggestions t o  hea r t ,  I decided t h a t  I would s e l ec t  t h r e e  
hardy but a t t r a c t i v e  spec ies  and ask you t o  record t h e i r  progress  from germination 
onwards. The o r i g i n a l  spec ies  chosen were H. verrucosa,  rugosa and purpurea, 
represen t ing  W.A., south-east Aus t r a l i a  and Queensland. Unfortunately I could not 
ob t a in  enough seed f o r  t h e  l a t t e r  two, so t h i s  t ime t h e  spec ies  w i l l  be H. verrucosa,  
s e r i cea .  (p ink) ,  and f r anc i s i ana ,  mainly because I have a good supply of seed. Those 
of  you who a r e  a l ready  growing t he se  hakeas w i l l  not be sent  seed, but I would ask 
you t o  no te  anything of value ,  such a s  t h e  l eng th  of  t h e  f lowering period,  r e s i s t -  
,ante t o  p e s t s ,  hab i t  of  growth, r eac t i on  t o  drought o r  overwatering, on anything 
e l s e  t h a t  occurs  t o  you. It may be t h a t  t h e  f lowers  a r e  not being f e r t i l i s e d  by 
bees. John C o l w i l l t s  advice i s  worth keeping i n  mind, t r y  d i f f e r e n t  methods 
of growing i f  your r e s u l t s  could be b e t t e r  and do not be a f r a i d  of  experimenting 
with d i f f e r e n t  s o i l s  e t  c. 

It i s  well t o  remember t h a t  t h e  Proteaceae family  i n  general  seem t o  have 
good drainage as a prime r e q u i s i t e ,  but hakeas w i l l  t o l e r a t e  a wide range of s o i l s .  

M r s .  J e ane t t e  Closs r e t i r e d  as Federal  Co-ordinator of Study Groups at t h i s  
.meeting and So Walker, from Canberra, has taken over i n  her place.  J eane t t e  d id  
a mighty job, q u i e t l y  and e f f i c i e n t l y ,  f o r  s i x  yea r s  and w a s  very  supportive of 
l e a d e r s  and members. We welcome Jo,  and wish her well. She h a s  a 20 ac re  h i l l y  
block w i t h  a winter-running creek through t h e  midd.le of  it and hopes t o  t r y  out  
hakeas t o  mix w i t h  t h e  H. s e r i c e a  and nodosa p l a n t s  a l ready  there .  

A v i s i t o r  t o  t h e  seminar from Newcastle, N.S.W., s a i d  t h a t  t h e  following 
hakeas grew well i n  h i s  d i s t r i c t  i n  s p i t e  of per iods  of  high humidity during t h e  

.-.warmer months: H. f e r rug inea ,  lehmanniana, f r anc i s i ana ,  v i c t o r i a ,  verrucosa,  
, c i nema ,  conchi fo l ia ,  cucu l l a t a ,  s e r i c e a  and marginata. 

I n  t h e  last newsle t t e r ,  I promised t o  look i n t o  making out a l i s t  of  those  
hakeas t h a t  a r e  about one metre t a l l  o r  smaller. I have such a l i s t  c o l l a t e d  
from many sources,  but from my own experience severa l  do grow much higher than  
st at ed  i n  books. 

H m 4 6  l m  HIGH 

Ambigua l m .  narrow l anceo l a t e  l eaves ,  white f lowers  s imi l a r  t o  H. e l l i p t i c a .  
Auricula ta  Bushy shrub u sua l l y  up t o  2 f t . ,  white f lowers,  l e aves  broad and 

t runca t e ,  prickly-toot  hed, t ape r ing  i n t o  a long narrow stem-clasping 
por t  ion. New growth bronze coloured. 

Brachfptera  A low int r icate ly-branched shrub, s lender  t e r e t e  fo l i age ,  ve ry  small 
flowers. 

Candolleana Erect  shrub, l eaves  can be t e r e t e  and some narrow-linear. 
Clavat a Low spreading shrub, l eaves  very t h i c k  and ve in l e s s ,  1-211 long. 

Flowers pink,  ve ry  sweetly scented. Near t h e  sea  t h i s  p lan t  
ba r e ly  reaches  2' high, in land  from beach, reaches about 2m. 

Conchifolia Rounded shrub t o  l m  by 70 cm, w i t h  s t iff  rounded leaves  folded l i k e  
a mussel s h e l l  enclos ing pink o r  white f lowers  i n  winter  and 
spring.  F a i r l y  slow growing species.  

Co st at a A h  e rec t  shrub t o  l m .  Fo3iage narrow l i n e a r ,  pungent pointed $" long 
crowded along stems. Flowers white i n  a x i l l a r y  c lu s t e r s .  



Dolichostyla  Reported t o  grow t o  l m .  Has white f lowers  and grows i n  wet sand 
a r e a s  of  t h e  S t i r l i n g  a rea ,  W.A. 

F l a b e l l i f o l i a  Out s tanding f o l i a g e  p lan t  w i t h  fan-shaped leaves  grows under l m  
high. Flowers small and va r ious ly  descr ibed as white o r  greenish- 
yellow o r  cream. 

Gi lber t  ii A member of  t h e  s u l c a t a  group, grows about l m ,  sornet imes t o  4'. 
Leaves a r e  shor t  and f lowers  a r e  i n  dense u i l l a r y  c l u s t e r s ,  white 
and sometimes deep pink aging t o  white. 

I nc r a s sa t a  A' shrub up t o  l m  high with oblong-linear o r  l inear - lanceo la te  
l eaves ,  1 o r  2 o r  r a r e l y  3" long. Very small f lowers,  

Lehrnanniana Commonly c a l l e d  t h e  Blue Hakea because of t h e  pa le  blue  f lowers  
it produces, however t h e  f lowers  can be almost white, l i l a c  o r  
a deep s t e e l  blue,  Grows t o  about l m  with l i n e a r - t e r e t e  l e aves  
from 1 - 3" long. Most unusual f r u i t  with f r i nged  o r  branching 
p r i ck l e s ,  I have seen two specimens i n  gardens well over 2x1. 

Lissocarpha Low, spreading shrub t o  l m ,  l e a v e s  divided t o  4cm long, Flowers 
u sua l l y  white, but may be pink. A t a l l e r  form t o  2m i s  known. 

Megalosperma Reported t o  be a low shrub t o  l m ,  f lowers  red,  Irwin a r e a  W.A. 
Myrto t dea Most de s i r ab l e ,  almost p r o s t r a t e  shrub, 30 cm high. Short p r i c k l y  

f o l i a g e ,  deep purple-pink flowers i n  spring.  Requires pe r f ec t  
drainage and good sunl ight .  

Stenocarpa Bushy shrub about l m  i n  height. Leaves l i n e a r  o r  l inear-lanceo- 
l a t e  w i t h  prominent midrib. Flowers cream i n  l a t e  winter ,  spring. 

Additions: Two spec ies  which sometimes grow t o  about l.5m and a r e  exce l len t  
garden p l a n t s  a r e :  

Bakerana (N.s.w) Rounded shrub w i t h  needle-l ike l e aves  t o  7 crn. Flowers 
a r e  pink i n  l a r k @  c l u s t e r s  on o l d  wood i n  winter  and spring.  
Propagation i s  repor ted  d i f f i c u l t  from e i t h e r  seeds o r  cu t t i ngs ,  

Circumalata A, bushy shrub, u sua l l y  spreading wider t han  high, t e r e t e  l e aves  
about 1" long, f lowers  pink and scented appear i n  win te r  and spring.  

There a r e  s eve ra l  more hakeas t h a t  have two forms, one about 1 metre t a l l ,  
I w i l l  l i s t  them i n  a l a t e r  newslet ter .  

During t h e  seminar i n  December, a busload of  SGAP members were t aken  t o  t h e  
Botanic Gardens annexe at Cranbourne t o  inspect  p l an t i ngs  o f  na t i ve  p l a n t s  but i n  
p a r t i c u l a r ,  a sand dune a r e a  p lan ted  with banksias,  dryandras and hakeas. The 
hakeas appeared t o  be s t rugg l ing  i n  a windy aspect  but it w a s  f a s c i n a t i n g  t o  see  
how well H. megalosperma p l a n t s  were fa r ing .  A l f  Salkin  who w a s  i n  charge o f  
t h e  p ro j ec t  , s a i d  he had experimented and p lan ted  t h e  l a r g e  seeds d i r e c t l y  i n t o  
t h e  sand and apparen t ly  t h e  deep sand anchored t h o  p lan t s .  Th is  spec i e s  comes 
from W.A. i n  t h e  Irwin province, south of Geraldton. 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBZRS: 
Hugh Stacy,  16 Booyong Avenue, Lugarno, 2210. 
S,*G .A.P. Vic tor ian  Region 
Allan Fos te r ,  40 Fa i r f ax  Road, Warner's Bay 2282. 
David F i t zge ra ld ,  63 Kintore Avenue, Prospect 5082. 
Adrian Nicholas, 12 Oval Avenue, Waodville South 5011. 
Dick Burns, 17 Deviatinn Road, Penguin 7316. 
N. J. Bone, 21 Vickers S t r e e t ,  Kialla 3631. 

SEED BANK 
Please  r e f e r  t o  t h e  l a s t  newsle t t e r .  Seed of t h e  fol lowing is  now out of stock: 
fe r rug inea ,  f l o r u l e n t a ,  i nc r a s sa t a ,  pandanicarpa. 

GRAFTED HAKEAS 
- Doug. g c ~ e n z i e ,  66 Adco Grove, Ocean Grove 3226, bas been g r a f t i n g  hakeas 

f o r  some t ime and us ing  H. s a l i c i f o l i a  (syn. s a l i gna )  as s tock has been very  
successful  w i t h  g r a f t e d  H. bucculenta,  f r anc i s i ana ,  mult i l i n e a t a .  The g r a f t e d  
p l a n t s  present  few d i f f i c u l t i e s  and can s tand s t rong  winds as opposed t o  t h e  
g r a f t ed  banksias. Doug. h a s  been s e l l i n g  some of h i s  p l a n t s  at t h e  Victor ian 
Region meetings and may be ab le  t o  help i f  anyone wishes t o  grow a f a v o u r i t e  
species.  

Goo 
d hea l th  and good growing t ili next time - HAZEL BLACKNEY 
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