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HAKEA STIJDY CROUP 

Hello Everyone, 

I f  t h e  p red ic ted  dry condi t ions  continue over t h e  summer, t h e  drought 
r e s i s t a n t  claims o f  t h e  genus Hakea a r e  going t o  be f u l l y  t es ted .  The p l a n t s  
t h a t  w i l l  need t h e  most ca re  a r e  those  under two yea r s  o l d  but problems a l s o  
occur when excess ive ly  dry s o i l  i s  flooded when a drought breaks. We w i l l  have 
t o  w a i t  and see. I n  Melbourne we have had some good f a l l s  of  spr ing  r a i n  but 
as October i s  our  wet tes t  month h i s tc? r ica l ly ,  it is  d i f f i c u l t  t o  judge l a s t i n g  
e f f e c t s .  

I n  J u l y  last,  Tom and I t r a v e l l i n g  through N.S.W. on our  way t o  Lismore, 
c a l l e d  i n  t o  s e e  Pe t e r  Al thofer  a t  t h e  Burrendang Arboretum. The country w a s  
a l ready  very  dry so we were p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  see  t h e  s tand  of H. macreana 
f l o u r i s h i n g  and looking very green. T h i s  i s  a N.S.W. species ,  a l a r g e  bushy shrub 
t o  about 3 m w i t h  t e r e t e ,  s l i g h t l y  weeping f o l i a g e  12 cm long. The white f lowers  
appear i n  a x i l l a r y  c l u s t e r s  i n  spr ing.  The f r u i t s  a r e  l a rge  and warty w i t h  a smonth 
black su ture .  

Pe t e r  a l s o  had H. myrtoides i n  f lower,  a s o f t e r  pink colour than  t h e  purply- 
pink I had seen elsewhere. It was a very healthy specimen covering t h e  ground 
very  densely. 

It w a s  sad t o  see t h e  gap where t h e  very l a rge  H. v a r i a  shrubs used t o  be 
but adverse condi t ions  have t o  be expected from time t o  time. There was a very 
beau t i fu l  H. scopar ia  w i t h  deep pink f lowers  blooming well ,  a flower colour we 
d id  not see  at a l l  last year  i n  W.A. However, of  a l l  Pe t e r ' s  hakeas, t h e  one t h a t  
e x c i t e s  t h e  most d iscuss ion i s  H. obtusa. H. obtusa is  usua l ly  descr ibed as a 
spreading shrub t o  1 m,although t h e  only ones I have seen have been i n  p r iva t e  
gardens and twice  t h a t  height. The l e aves  a r e  oblong-lanceolate, obtuse o r  with a 
ca l l ous  point  con t rac ted  i n t o  a very shor t  p e t i o l e  o r  almost s e s s i l e ,  4 t o  7 cm 
long, prominently three-nerved. The pink t o  red  f lowers  occur i n  dense c l u s t e r s  
on t he - -01hood .  Pe t e r  bought h i s  seed and h i s  p l a n t s  a r e  low and spreading, 
w i t h  f o l i a g e  reminiscent of H. marginata, lanceola t  e ,  acute ,  pungent pointed, . 
s h o r t l y  con t rac ted  at t h e  base but sca rce ly  p e t i o l a t e  2 t o  4 cm. long, with promineni 
midr ib  and nerve-like margins, otherwise ve in less .  The f lowers  on Pe te r '  s p l a n t s  
occur i n  dense c l u s t e r s ,  p inkish red,  i n  t h e  l e a f  a x i l s .  Obviously t he se  p l a n t s  
a r e  not H. obtusa  and it i s  conceivable t h a t  they  could be an obtusa c ro s s  with 
poss ib ly  marginata as they  both occur i n  t h e  S t i r l i n g  D i s t r i c t  of W.A., but on t h e  
o the r  hand t hey  may be a r e l a t i v e l y  uncommon species. I would be 'g lad  t o  hear 
i f  anyone e l s e  has a similar plant .  The p l a n t s  a t  Burrendong make a spectacular  
show and should be exce l len t  f o r  cu l t i va t i on .  

A s  we t r a v e l l e d  f u r t h e r  nor th  it was hard t o  be l ieve  it  was l a t e  winter ,  
t h e r e  we= scarce ly  any green a r e a s  t o  be seen. However on a r r i v i n g  i n  Lismore, 
we were i n  a heavy r a i n f a l l  a r e a  again and t h e  d i s t r i c t  looked very  good. However, 
Keith King, Pres ident  of t h e  SGAP group, t o l d  me t h a t  hakeas do not do very well 
t h e r e  as although t h e y  have very  good drainage t h e  d i s t r i c t  may get  60" of  r a i n  
ennually,  ha l f  of which may f a l l  i n  t h e  summer. Th is  c e r t a i n l y  does pose problems 
but I am hoping t o  t r a c k  down spec ies  t h a t  may f l o u r i s h  there .  

We spent a week on t h e  Gold Coast and par t  of t h a t  t ime I spent v i s i t i n g  
p lan t  n u r s e r i e s  and checking on t h e i r  s tocks  of hakeas. The only  spec ies  I found 
i n  abundance was H. s a l i c i f o l i a ,  t h e  broader-leaf form, and I was t o l d  t h a t  when 
t h e  narrow l e a f  form was introduced l a s t  year ,  t h e  publ ic  wouldn't buy them. 
To be fa i r ,  I checked out t h e  g r e v i l l e a s  t oo  and t hey  were very poor ly  represented 
also,  however cal l i s temons appeared t o  be much more popular but o v e r a l l ,  na t i ve  
p l a n t s  d i d  not appear t o  s e l l  as well a s  exot ics .  

Before we l e f t  on t h e  t r i p  I decided t o  put a l l  t h e  ungerminated seeds i n  
t h e i r  1" p o t s  (arranged i n  icecream containers ,  nine po t s  t o  each one) out i n  t h e  
open and see  i f  t h e  winter sun would help a t  a l l .  These were seeds sown mzny 
weeks before and showing no s igns  of l i f e  a t  a l l ,  so I had nothing t o  lose.  



While we were away, Melbourne had a run of  very  severe f r o s t s  so I was amazed t o  f i n d  
t h a t  i n  s p i t e  of t h e  cold,  four teen germinated and one had been planted ,over f o u r  
months! Five have developed very vigorously ,  b e t t e r  than  under normal c ~ n d i t  ions. 
Seedlings po t ted  on i n  a mixture of 50s coarse sand and garden s o i l  (no humus added) 
up t o  9 cm high survived without l o s s ,  but t h e  12 month o l d  seed l ings  po t t ed  on i n  
a much r i c h e r  mixture su f f e r ed  severely.  Out of  approximately 90 p l a n t s  I salvaged 
about 20, however s ince  then  a few have put out new shoots  and one has sent  up new 
growth from a l ignotuber .  Older.-plants were q u i t e  unaffected by t h e  f r o s t .  

Rare and Endangered Species. The Austra l ian National Parks and Wi ld l i fe  
Service have i s sued  a booklet covering t h i s  subject  and I be l ieve  17 hakeas a r e  
l i s t e d .  In  most c a se s  t h e  spec ies  a r e  well represented i n  numbers o f  p l a n t s  but i f  
calamity should b e f a l l  them two yea r s  running a s  i n  t h e  event of bushf i res ,  t h e r e  
i s  r e a l  danger t h a t  those  p lan t  communities would per ish .  The booklets  a r e  f ree .  

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS: 
M r .  F.J.C. Rogers, Horsham 3400. M r .  W. Cane, Maffra 3860. 
Brian & Leonie James, Panorama 5041. 
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M r .  Ross Lamond, F lora  Gardens, Tera ra  

Geelong Group, S.G.A.P. 

NEWS FROM MEMBERS: 
Following on t h e  repor t  on H. bakerana l a s t  N/L, I gave Frank Berner a small 

amount df c u t t i n g  mate r ia l  from my small p lan t .  Frank t h e  c u t t i n g s  i n  on 10 th  
October last year  and found them well rooted by t h e  14 th  December and l a t e r  had 
t h r e e  p l a n t s  ready f o r  p lant ing.  

J e f f  Barr of Balaklava S.A. r e p o r t s  t h a t  h i s  hakeas i n  genera l '  a r e  handling t h e  
dry condi t ions  well and H. invag ina ta  flowered f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime,  a love ly  s o f t  pink 

Rod Kent a t  Coober Pedy r e p o r t s  t, h a t  he h a s  two surv iv ing  H. f r a n c i s i a n a  grown 
from seed i n  1979. When planted out t he se  two had p ro t ec t i on  of  an i r o n  fence,  t h e  
o the r  14  perished. They grew very slowly and qre  now about 1' high, One of  t h i s  
p a i r  i s  growing l i k e  a rocket t h i s  "spring", have never seen so much new growth - 
a grea t  t h r i l l !  It appears t h e  young p l a n t s  a r e  s e n s i t i v e  t o  heat ,  cold,  wind and 
if they  survive a l l  t h i s ,  t hey  si t  i n  t h e  ground f o r  about two years  before deciding 
t o  get  a move on. Advise as much pro tec t ion  as poss ib le  w i t h  young p l a n t s  t o  o t h e r s  
i n  similar a r e a s  (?). Rod, may your o p t i m i s t i c  s p i r i t  never waver! 

--Sktvib-fikiells of Shepp;;si-tbn-says t h a t  record f r o s t s  have k i l l e d  young p l a n t s  
of H. c l a v a t a  and H. hookerana, ha res  a l s o  nipped back H. c l ava ta .  

B i l l  Cane of Maffra i s  a foundation member of  SCW and a grower of  va s t  
experience,  so I was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h i s  comments t h a t  he h a s  grown many hakeas from 
c u t t i n g s  including: H. s a l igna ,  purpurea, verrucosa,  e r i an tha ,  o l e i f o l i a ,  myrtoides, 
cucu l l a t a ,  s e r i cea ,  p e t i o l a r i s  and r u s c i f o l i a .  He says  "1 have had a p lan t  of  
H. verrucosa f o r  t h i r t y - f i v e  years ,  It i s  c layey s o i l  and i s  subject  t o  f lood ing  
at t imes but being on a h i l l  t h e  water d r a i n s  o f f  usua l ly  wi thin  24 hours. It 
f lowers  r egu l a r l y  each winter  and s e t s  a f a i r  number of  seed, It f lowers  f o r  
severa l  months and has no no t iceab le  pes ts .  Another p lan t  growing i n  Maffra i n  
c l ay  on f l a t  country from my p lan t  f lowers  well.  Both p l a n t s  a r e  about 5-6' high. 
H. myrtoides r e q u i r e s  watering i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  t o  grow and flower well ,  I have 
found H. f r a n c i s i a n a  on t h i s  block i n  c l ay  t o  be subject  t o  co l la r - ro t  i n  yea r s  o f  
high r a in f a l l :  

SEED BANK 
Please  send a stamped addressed envelone w i t h  r e aues t s  f o r  seed. Spare seed i s  welco 
br ida  - t e r e t e  l e aves  2-3m white f ls .  Bucculenta - 2-3m r e d / ~ i n k  soike  fls. 
Commutata - " " 3-4m, small white f l s .  
Cyclocarpa - 1-2m, pink fls.  
!Cl l ip t ica  - approx 3m, white fls.  
Cibbosa - t e r e t e  fol . ,  white f ls .  1 - 2 m .  
Leucoptera - up t o  3m, cream f l s .  
Minyma - L2m, cream loose  spike f l s ,  
Mul t i l i nea t a  - 3-7m, pink spike f l s .  
Nodosa - t e r e t e  fo l . ,  s m .  yellow f l s ,  2m. 
Purpurea - t e r e t e  divided fol.,2m, red f l s .  
S a l i c i f o l i a  - ta l l  shrub, white f l s .  
Smi lac i fo l ia  - up t o  2m, cream f l s .  
Ul ic ina  - up t o  3m, f l a t  fo l . ,  white fls. 
Varia - toothed fol . ,  l a r g e  shrub,white ". 

- . * 

Coriacea - 2-3m, pink sp ike  fls. 
Er ian t  ha - Graceful ,  up t o  7m, white f l s  
F loru len ta  - 2m., white fls. Q. 
Laurina - up t o  3m. pink fls., weeping f o  
Macraeana - l a r g e  shrub, white fls. 
Muellerana - 1 -3m rounded shrub, white f l  
N i t  i d a  - Toot bed fo l .  ,white f l s . ,  t a l l / b u  
P e t i o l a r i s  - up t o  5m, mauve pincushion f  
Pycnoneura - up t o  jm, cream/mauve l1 . 
Scoparia - 2-311, s u l c a t e  fol . ,  cream fls. 
T r i f u r c a t a  - t e r e t e  divided fol . ,  white fl  
Undulata - 1-3m, cream fls. ,ovate fo l .  

HRZEL BLRCKNEY 
2 3 Devon St. , Eagl emont ,308. 
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